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‘ Joaeph F. Johnston, Governor of Ala-

to you the annual report of the work
‘tment for the fiscal year ending Sep-

_b_gdiént servant,
: 1. F. CULVER, E
- Commissioner of Agriculture.
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' schools are on file in this
| by any one who may so de-

counties of the State, and everywhere the farmers h
attended in large numbers, evincing a strong desi
become more familiar with the needs of their soils ai
the proper methods of fertilization and cultivation.

AGRICULTURAL SCHOOLS AND EXPERIMENT STATIONS.

T'have visited all of the above schools during th
year, and upon a close inspection find that they ¢
complying with the law, both in teaching scientific
culture and in making experiments on the farms. W
the crops are gathered the results of the experimer
will be published in pamphlet form, as well as in all
the newspapers in their respective districts. Evei
pupil over the age of ten years is required to study A
riculture and Horticulture. The time once was w
it only required muscle and some brain to cultivate
then virgin soils, which yielded so bountifully to t
husbandman, but that day is in the past. We ha
worn down and dilapidated our soil until it no long
yields to mere force ; it now requires to be built up
it is being cultivated. This is what is being taught
our Agricultural schools, and, in my humble judgmen
the young men from these schools will revolutionize the
farming interests of this country. I would urge e
farmer in Alabama to send as many of his sons as pos
sible to some one of these schools.

The Branch Station, located at Tuskegee, for
colored race, under the direction of Prof. Booker i
Washington, is also doing a fine work. Prof. Car
who is an educated man, is teaching scientific and p
tical farming, and in my opinion that station sho
have an equal showing with the other schools of
character.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT. ~
............ $ 202 43
! retamed 388 52
OcroBER 1897. 590 95
To amount retained....$ 490 00|By expenses.  ....... $
am’t I'enn. Centenn’l 400 00[  deposit in Tleasuxy
sale of tags & licenses 467 50 amount retained o
1,357 50 nt retained. . 391 20
NovemBER, 1897. T 517 00
To amount retained. .. ... $ 500 C0|By expenses............. $
sale of tags & licenses. 1,203 00 deposit in Treasury .
amount retained..... 500 NG amount retained.....$ 500 00|By expenses ........... $ 119 94
T retained. . .. 382 66
1,703 00 e
ST 502 60
DECEMBER, 1897. )
To amount retained..... $ 500 00|By expenses ..... ..... $
sale of tags & licenses 8,776 00| ~ deposit in ‘Breasury. ..§ 4855
amount retained.... i, 538 11
4,276 00 384 66
JANUARY, 1898. _
To amount retained.....$ 500 00|By expenses $ S 25
sale of tags & licenses 21,916 00 deposit in Tr easmy 21 i ey o - : ,2 52
amount retained.. tained ... 176 09
22,416 00 428 61
FEBRUARY 1898.
To amount retained.....$ 500 00 By expenses ..... gl sitadsin
sale of tags & licenses 23,029 80 deposit in Tr easur v 2 isia $58.736 63
; amount retained. . 1’ 7 g
- )R ; 9
23,529 80 % fe 2
Marom, 1898, B 5600
To amount refained.... $ 500 00/By expenses. - 3 AL 162,525 53
sale of tags &licenses 9,923 00|  deposit in Twasuay )
; : : amount retained..
10,423 00 10
* Aprir, 1898. ° .-
To amount retained. .. .. $ 500 00/By expenses .......... b
sale of tags & licenses 896 90 deposit in Treasury.
amount retained. ...
1,396 90 k.
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Balance of the $500.00 will be expended on the farm.
an itemized statement wili be made.
'All the male pupils in this school over the age of ten
s are taught scientific agriculture, and the females
oriculture. The law regulatiug the schools is fully _
omplied with. ¥

Mo~rtcoMERY, ALa., June 29,1898.
To His Excellency, '

Joseru F. Jonnston,

Governor of Alabama.

SIR ;

T herewith. submlt to your honor a statement of the &
Branch Agricultural Schools and Expenment Stations
of the State of Alabaa,.

It was my pleasure to visit and be present at the most i
of the closing exercises of said schcols, and to meet
with the Board of Control of the same, and inspect the
Experiment Stations. : ‘

SECOND DISTRICT.

‘This School and Experiment Station is located at
vergreen, Conecuh County, with Prof. J. A. Liner,
hree male and three female assistant teachers. This
a fine school, doing well ; large attendance. - :
met the Board of Contml anfl mspected the Ex-
iment Station. Found it'in good shape; laid off in
lots, and the experiments are being made and reports
ill come in this fall, as directed by law. I have not
n able as yet to get an itemized statement of expen-
res on the farm. The law is fully complied with in
ihg and experiments, no better school than this.

"FIRST DISTRICT.

i

This, SCl'lOOI and station is located at Jackson, in
Clarke County, I found the school in a flourishing” con-
dition, presided over by Prof. J. S, Clyce, with two male
and three female assistants, exclusive of the teachers in
music, art and elocution.

The Experiment Station is in fine state of cultivation, - -f'
Plots laid off, and all numbered Experlments are be- !
l1n<r made and results' will be published as reqmred by
aw. ‘

Amount of money expended on the station is as fol- 1
lows :

THIRD DISTRICT.

his School and Station is located at Abbeville, in
y County. The school is presided over by Prof.
V. Brown, and a corps of competent teachers, with
d attendance. They have just moved into a large,
modlous new brick buildingg The Experiment Sta-
n is well located, properly lalg off into experimental
and much pains taken in the experiments; and
ts will be reported in time, as the law directs.

e $500.00 has been expended on the farm, but .as
I have not the amounts itemized. Prof. Slaton,
as the first assistant has recently. been elected

cipal of the school at Hamilton,

Februnrylas, 1898 -7t =0 dpmiirs = $200 00
R s o | MR S s B R L S .. 100 000
My 'S it St B ot n i o (5 100 00
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The law regulating the school is fully carried out At
this school. E

FOURTH DISTRICT.

This school and station is located at Sylacauga, in

Talladega County, presided over by Prof. J. R. Dew-
berry, with a corps of compstent assistants. This is
one of the new schools. It is doing well, but on ac-

~ count of the smallpox, was somewhat thin in attend-

ance. This school has, I think, a bright future. !
The experiment station is new, this being the first

year, and is not what it ought to be. Prof. Dewberry

promises that it shall be second to none in the State.
.I was unable to get the itemized amounts of expendi~

tures on the farm. They promised to send it to me.
The full amount of $500.00 has been expended. Re-
sults of the experiments will be published, as directed
by law at the proper time, both in teaching and experi-

ments this school is fully complying with the law.

FIFTH DISTRICT.

This is another one of the new schools, located at

Wetumpka, in Elmore county. This is certainly a fine
school ; large attendance ; presided over by Prof. R. O.
Meek, assisted by Prof. B. A. Tavlor and four lady

teachers. I had the pleasure of attending their closi

exercises, and met with the Board of Control, and in-

spected the experiment’station. Prof. Taylor, who h
charge of this department, has taken a great deal
pains in laying off and lettering each plot, so that
stranger, without a guide, can see and know what h
experiments are. I expect fine results from this far
Results will be published. Amount expended to d

of June 6th, 1898, $418.00. Itemized amounts furnished.
' 9

0 ounts furnished ; total $632.48. -

94

farm is well located, and both in teaching and ex-
iments they come up fully to the demands of the law.
g 4

SIXTH DISTRICT.
]

his school and station is located at Hamilton, in Ma-
) county. Unfortunately for this school, they had
rong man at the head. I met with the Board of

ontrol, a few days ago, and Prof Slaton was elected’

K]

ipal, with a competent corps of assispants‘f and I
w predict an onward movement in this schoolin every
rtment. The attendance is large, and with the fac-
v now in charge, success will result. The experiment
tion is a beautiful one, located just right, and can be
e a beauty, and under Prof. Slaton it will be done.
e farm is in gdbd condition, experiments being made,
the law conformed to. In expenditures, itemized

3
SEVENTH. DISTRICT,

This school and station is located at Albertsville, in
arshall county. This certainly is a fine school, and
g fine work. Presided over by Prof. William F.
oin and a competent faculty.® It was my pleasure
be present at the closing exercises and hold a Farm-
Institute, with Professors J. F. Duggar, P. A. Mell
Dr. C. A. Cary. A very large attendance of farm-
s was present, I also met with Board of Control and
ected the experiment station, which is beautifully
ted. They are experimenting and publishing re-
s, and will continue to do so. Amounts expended
the farm, total $587.00. Itemized expenditures
nished by Treasurer. The law fully conformed to
h in teaching and experiments on the farm,
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EIGHTH DISTRICT.

r elsewhere. It was-my . pleasure, in. company
J. 0. Turner and others from Montgomery, to
resent at the closing exercises of this school.

he 1eglslature only -gives to this 'school $1,500. 00,

to Prof. W. B. Patterson’s school, near- H1ghland
 the city of Montgomery. $1,000. 00.

¢ Tuskegee school is teaching scientific agmculture

1as also a beautiful experiment’ stamon and will
h results. This school and experiment station is
g alua‘ble work for the colored people of the Sbﬁte

ha;v’e no itemized statement of expendltmes on- this
1, but am fully satleﬁed that the $o()0 00 and more
‘been’ expended i :

The ten agrlcultural schools and the eleven expen—
en statlons of the State are doing fine work ; the
enth station is ‘located at Uulontown "in Perry
1ty ; 1o school is attached to this stations it was
det that place for the beneﬁt of the cane brake

& l‘léls is one of the first schools and stations located
e dtate. It is presided over by Prof. M. K. Clements,
with good and competent faculty. Doing well.
‘The experiment station is doing good work. Thej
get out their ‘annual bulletins, giving results of th
various expemments - Itemized statement of expen
tures on station furnished by director of station. ;
’l‘otal amount expended to June 15th, 1898 $358
Credited by sale of produce. PTG . $132.

S teachmg and ex
Perlments the la
out bY Pres1dent I : Wls fu]]y Cer‘ne ‘

NINTH DISTRICT

Pr’.gslig,e(sic(l)lool Ls located at Bluntsvﬂle, in Blount count 1
i faqultver : y Prof. W. J. Beeson with an entire
it y now predict a brlghter future for th
ool, under the control and management of the new
faculty We succeeded this spring in pu1chasm ne7
‘acres of land with good dwelling, barn and other I i
-on it, near the academy, for $950.00. i ‘
- Experiments are being made on this station, and re-
sults will be published at the proper time. I i
“tures on the farm up to June 15th, total $488.00. XpIe{I;ve

‘not yet been furnished with an itemized statement, 1
?;gu%lgmgiidwlz il::)all}i)e done. This school has given u§ , and the girls floriculture. So they are teachmg
A g OZV ﬁgve a Board of Control, and new . sc1ent1ﬁc and pracmcal agriculture in all those
: nl i . nfidently hope to have an 1mprov=e- : hools., 1 conﬁdently beheve that in the near future
ery department of the school. Lo will go out from the Agncultural and Mechamca,l

' 7 ‘ e at Auburn, and those branch agmcultura,l
Is and stations, young men fully equlpped to teach
jentific and practical agriculture in our rural schools '
the country, and then our Leglslature will require
ame to be taught in our public schools. Agricul-

redlct that in the near future these expemment sta-
w1ll be ob]ecb leasons for the tarmers of the dlS-

Wlnch they are located The heachmg of sclen-
agmculture is yet 1n its 1nfancy Al the male
over ten years old are requu‘ed to take agrlcul-

TENTH DISTRICT.

i

MTlus school for the colored race, located al Tuslm"el 3
. acon county, presided over by Prof. B T Washm
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ture is a science, but is very far behind all other scienees
in their onward march and progress: it is a very hard
‘task to influence the old farmers out of the old ruts in
which they have been running for the last decade, but
there is great hope in the rising generation, if we can
train them in the agricultural schools and experiment
stations. We have in all the past been 1mpoverlsh1ng
and wearing out our lands by taking all we could from”
them and returning nothing in lieu to keep up their fer-
tility, until today, thousands of acres don’t pay for culti-
vation. To build up these waste lands we must go at it
scientifically ; it can be done when one understands the
needs of the soil.

- From what I know, of my personal knowledge, those
branch schools and stations. located in each congres-
sional district in this State, are a move in the right
direction to revolutionize the agricultural interest of the
State by building up the productiue capacity of our
soils,

It would be a great blessing to our agricultural inter-
est if we were in a condition to locate one of those
schools and stations in each county of the State. Mr.
Wilson, Secretary of Agriculture, visited Auburn and
Tuskegee last spring. We unfolded to him what Ala-
bama had done in the location of one branch agricul-
tural school and experiment station in each congres-
sional district in the State, and one for the colored race,
which hehad just seen. He returned to Washington and
complimented Alabama, saying that we were in the
front of any other State in the Union in teaceing scien-
tific agriculture. :

These schools and stations need, and I hope will re-
ceive, the fostering care of the entire State.

I. F. CuLver,
Com’r of Agriculture.
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