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Board Proposes Medical
Record Guidelines
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. The guidelines will provide general

EOverning mairtepance, access and transfer
of medical records. The guidelines are based on and
O e eren Linmsue Commiaton wi

by the Medical Licensure Commission, ethical
opinions issued by the AMA and other sources,
Written comments 0 the rule may be filed with the
Board undil April 1, 1998,

(1} RecpmmlmtToMmmmnAMadmaJ
Record.  The mamtenance of an adequate medical
record in the trestment of a patient is an essential
component of the standard of care. Physicians should
history, findings, diagnosis and course of treatment in
the -care of a patient.  Medical records should be
maintained by the treating physician for such period as
may be pecessary to treat the patient and for such
.Iddmomlmmasmn}rhemqmmdﬁ)rnndlﬂl-]ml

(2}  Access. On the request of a patient,

with the authorization of the patient, & physician
provide a copy or a summary of the medical
mﬂmmmﬂmmmmm

or other person designated by the patient. By state
law, a physician is allowed to condition the relesse of
copies of medical records on the payment by the

requesting party of the reasonable costs of reproducing
the recotd. Reasonable cost as defined by law may not

exceed one dollar (31.00) per page for the first twenty-
five (25) pages, fifty cents ($.50) per page for each
page in excess of twenty-five {25) pages, a search fee
of five doflars (35.00) plus the actual cost of mailing
the record. In addition, the actual cost of reproducing
x-rays or other special records may be included.
Records subpoensed by the State Board of Medical
charging fir the cost of reproduction of medical
records should give primary consideration to the ethical
and professional duties owed to other physiciang and to
appropriate.

(3)  Transfer or Disposal. When a
physician retires, terminates employment or otherwise
hvsanndmlmhwdmmmﬂaﬁr

of patients, A physician or the estate of a deceased
mmmmmm




labama Board of Medical Examiners

ublic Action Report
Saptember 1997 through Decomber 1997
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had comemitted acts of unprofessional conduct

ﬂleAlabantoardofMedica]FJmnimfmaﬂeged
viulaﬁmuafA[a.Code§34-24-3ﬁﬂ.Atﬂwﬁnmaf
voluntary surrender, Dr. Cookse}’sﬁhbmmnwdib
lioanewnswb_iecttoadisdplimyordwpmﬁnuslf
entered by the Medical Licensure Commisgsion of
Albama B :

Medical Licensure Commission

Public Action Report
Septamber 1997 through Dacel_nbar 1997

On  Ociober 3, 1997, the Medical Licensure
Comumission issued an Order which denied the
reinstatement of the license to practice medicine of
Gerhard Jan Hinnen, M.D., license number 8409,
DnDaubazz,lW?,ﬂaeMedimlliwmre
CmmnimionﬂneredaStipulaﬁondeuanr{ler
which places the Alsbama medical license of Michael
George Hoffman, MD., license number 3543 on
probation subject to the terms and conditions containad
in the consent order.

On October 22, 1997, the Medical Licensure

Commission entered an  Order dismissing Bo:,'
Administrative Complaint, filed by the Alabama

of Medical Examiners, after Dr Edward James

Peterson, Jr, MDD, volunitarily surrendered his

Alabmnwdiulﬁwm,ﬁmnuni:er?lsﬂ.

On October 31, 1997, the Medical Licensure

Cmnmissiuni&medanﬂrdawlﬂdimmkaddw

Alabama medical license of Jerry Wayne Sheffield,

M., license number 6587,

On November 26, 1997, the Medical Licensure
Commission issued an Order which temporanly
suspended the Alabama medical license of Kris
AnhmyMcComudgMD.,licmsanmrberslﬁﬁ,
On November 26, 1997, the Medical Licensure
Cmmiminnmandaﬂﬁwhﬁanandﬂmﬂrdu
regnrdingtheﬁlabunmnndimlﬁmufﬂricﬂmﬂa]l
Braverman, M.D,, license number 14596,

V. Perty-Thornton, M.D,, Gcense number 15801, a full :
unrestricted license o practice medicine in Alshamg. .
contimied on page three i
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e Deuuﬂ:u’ 17, 1997, the Medical Licensure
. Commission temporrily suspended the Alabama
E-medical Bioense of Willism House Chambless, M.D.,
i Ecense number 2532, .
4 Deumi:ﬂ' 17, 1997, the Medical Licensure
mﬁmmﬂnﬁhhumnuﬁdlimmnfm
Randon Fisher, M.D., license number 16319,

On Decemsber 17, 1997, the Medical Licensure
Commission entered a Second Stipulation and Consent
Order, approved by the Alabara Board of Medical
Examiners, regarding the Alabama medical license of
Ralph Rollin Robinson, M.D., license number 7241.
On December 29, 1997, the Medical Licensure
Commission entered an Order which densed the
reinstatement  application of Somnie W. Hereford,
MD., license number 0849, B

CORRECTION

The Fall 1997 Newsletter (Volume 12,
Number 3) in an article on medical records
incorrectly identified psychelogical records
as being covered by the requirements of
§30-31-54, Code of Alabama 1975. That
section provides as follows:

:
i
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Section 5. Unless otherwise prohibited by
court order or statute, afl records and
information pertaining to the child, including,
bart not limited to, medical, physiclogical,
dental, scholastic, athletic, extracurricular,
and law enforcement, shall be equally
available to both parents, in all types of
@mstodymngemmts."I
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ANNUAL SESSION

June 25-28, 1998
Grand Hotel
Point Clear, AL !

For more information contact
MASA's CME Department at

1-800-239-6272 or
check MASA's website
www.masalink org

Read This Before You Sign a
Prescription for Home Health Care.

Home health care is covered under most State

Medicaid programs. The guidelines vary from State 1o

State. Be sure that you know them before you sign a

program, the coverage requiremenis are as follows:

o The patient must be homebound. This means that
the patient can leave home only with considerable
and taxing effort. Absences from home must be
infrequent, or of short duration, or to get medical
care.

s The care that the patient needs is skilled nursing
care, or physical therapy, or speech language
therapy. The nesd for these services must be
intermittent (i.e., not full time). Bathing the patient,
giving oral medications, and moving the patient to
avoid bedsores are not considered skilled nursing
SErvices. :

» You must write a plan of care for the patient.
Although you may consult the carcgiver, you are
responsible for designing the plan of care.

o The home health agency must be approved by the
Health Care Financing Admindstration (HCFA).

If you order home health care, it must be
medically necessary. Bear in mind that it is "skilled
nursing services" that Medicare covers, not homemaker
or other supportive services. If you find that your
prescription or plan of care has been altered, you
should strike out those items that you did not order

befare you sign the form. B
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1998 CME Calendar

Fobawary 28 - March 3
Washingtin DC—J 993 Goverrnweeiol Affxiry
Compfermnce

Comdact: MASA Coverniental Aflairs Diept
{B00) 239-1333 (334) 261-2000

CHE Credit: TBA

Misech 67
Birminghan Al = 1998 Alws Waskomsi -
"Contribatians of Plastic and Recoirwctie
Swrggey i Othar Swrgioal Spacioltier”
Cantact: Madical Alumed (205) $43-4453
CME Creliit TBA

CME Credit: |5 hours of Calegeny |

March k&-I1
Himdeville Al 1 dth Annuol Symposivwn on
Chiki? Sexsal Abwise
Coutart: TASOMMThutevitle - Office of
CME (205) 551-4490
CME Crwdi: THA

. March 13-21
Laka Boerw Victa FL—Family Proctice
Sowwbny
Canincl: Googe M. Converse, M Liopd
Noland Foundaticn (204) 723515
CME Credit: 1.5 hours of Calegyy 1

March 18-21

Lakx Buena Vists FL-Padiatrics Sewinor
Cumiact: George b4 Cowverse, WD Lioyd
Noland Fourvlation (205} T83-327%

CMX Credit: 15 howurs of Category 1

12
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CME Credis: 13 hours of Cabegory 1

April®

Gadaden Al =1998 Loss Prevention Seminar
= Commmi-ate Your Fay o Efective
Potiast Ralzticnships
Castwrt: Moioal Assrssce: (Yoo
policyvbolder mrviccs repreacnintive] {RO0Y)
2825242 or (A5 8TT-4400

CME Credit: 2 hours of Cabegory 1
April 18
Birminghan AL—199% Losa Prevention
Seminar - Commmnicoms J’alrll"aym

CME Credit: 15 hours of Categary 1

April 23

Ammiston AL-1998 Lome Prevention Semines
+ Crwwomicoty Souwr Way i Fffective

Potient Relotionships

Contact: Mutual Assursncs (your

pobicyhokder services pepresentalive) (300}

2R-G143 oF {205) §T1-4300

CME Credit: 2 houns of Categeny |




