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THY NARRATOR

Miss Ethel M. Berrey, a nat ive of Mobile's picturesque suburb,
Toulminville, and resident also of Mobile, moved in 1938 from her fine
Mobile residence on Church Street to New Orleans, to reside with her sister,
H}ss 2lizabeth Berrey. Miss Berrey, a graduate of Barton Academy, the
seat of education in Alabama, and for many years principal of Oakdale Publie
School, spent a great number of the years of her life in collecting antiques.
After retiring from teaching she went into the antique busi ness, and many
vliauable and rare articles have passed throush her hands.

In the summer of 1938, the writer visited Miss Berrey's home to ask
for a story about the "0ld Clock of Barton Acndemy:' he asked her also to
relate to him the "true story" of old "Mr. Doc.", the mule car driver as
she remembered him and imew him personally along the Stone Street route
from Lafayette Street to the mule car terminus in Toulminville. She gladly
responded, as she had been a passenger on old "Mr. Doc's" mule car every
day going to school and again whenever she went to town.

Migs Berrey is a direct descendent of Don Diego Alvarez, who came to
Mobile shortly after 1783 in his ship Marie Louise. He owned many vessels
Plying between Mobile and Spain and the West Indies. He had his home on
the "Square™ (now Bienville Square), and in later years owned a ferry on
his extensive Spanish grant in American times, which flowed the Chicasabogue,

wvhere he was killed.
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e L Mard Alabane "My, Doe.”

Farrated by Hiag Tthel N, Berrey
%o Fronools Indoore Diavd.

""R. P00."

tone Streot merges inte 5t. Stephane Soad »t an opex in front of
the Toulninviile Nethodist Churche T™he 214 struoture was yery des:tif)

s guning. It wns of frame constructi on, with simmle, ploasing lines,

painted v™ite vith sreen slmttars. A protty, ocld=-tismay pldiet fanoe (n)lw

wiite) surrounded 18. 0l4-4imors sold that the wife of old Cemmodors
Villism XK. Vonderdils, Sr., for momy years oontributed %o the uwpkeep of e
typioally deantifl villope alurche FNor deughtereinelaw, vvo éiverced

e Ko YVallarhils, Fr., o maryy 1later 0. N imont, was Miss Adwva
dsughfar of Furry X. fodth, prosinent Medilian, vhose home was the

granlteo mmaion at the suthwest corasr of Jovernmment aad Joneen

forn dowm in 1937,

Enoving Mea. Bolm-nt's unflnaping intorest in h = 014 homeet nm, Yhen
dmmolit on of the fwith rosidence was propoesd, a pudblic-spirited citdram,
Hre. Joak ¥, Roas, Br., storested $hat the i 'dine Yo aomuired to house
Mobile's longeneeded mucevm ond souwht %o Lnwdles Mra. Bolment's financisl add
in securing 18 but before the letter could reach MNrs. Balaont, dimatches
brought nows of her deadh in Paris. Thue the dentsome old house went the vay
of many of Nobile's lanimaries.

Tentyefive or thirty yrars age, the 1ittls 0ld gundintly platureaque
Hethoilet Chmroh was torn dowm and replaced hZw a NMisocualy sHdarn » thooe
"bungnlovich® lobkénes struoture. Tmes 212 Toulminwille 1000 ome of 1%
loved bemuty spots and lonimnrks,

e 1100 Wwianmlar piot in front of the Ourd: 1ot wns for Ny
yoars an important spot, 1t belng the temmimus of the old mule car 1line thas
80 valiantly held ite wellevorm tvall and mdle ageinet the inreads of mdora,

eleatyric aor sarvice.




Mr. Yoo

T™he driver of this 0ld mule oaPr was infeed 2 remmricnbdle charagctare-
a vonderful admixturd of 'uman kindness, geneal demor, and sympathetic
understanding,. His nae vae Bennett. Adult residents of Toulminville ealled

Ma “so0," dat e younger folks mindful of the respect dus one of his years,

he wvas "Mr. Doe.¥ Yhat a friend he wvas to the fun=lovine sdhoolegolnge erowd

that made up his rassenger quota morning and aftermoon. These young follks
attended high sahool at Sariton Acalleny, Some af them lived guite a distearse
from the "sulminville teraimms and no% froeguently had to snrint 1ilke FMarsthon
Runsers o "catch® the "school car' on 1%e schedule dmparture. The belated
bay or zirl would be all out of breath as o or she stanmeared out thanks %o
"Wr. Doo" for having hald wp the seheduile overtime. Then Mr. Doo. vould say,
"Well, I soved you a~coming, so I Jeo' wited for you."

PMlerwpting the schedule meant nothing %o "Mr. Doe." He felt fully jSus-
tified in the Teet o had "done A good tum,”

e never loot retionce with the impich pranis the doys nleyed on the
so=gnlled “"sohool car.” Ocoasionally one of them would thrsatenm %o put on
e ePgenay brakes, o suggest v "Mr. Dos.® messurss vharshy the 11ttle
red or vhite male could male a Dan Patcher or Nasude 5. record % Iafayette
S4reet, vhare the oleotric car tok on "My, Doc's" pascengers. Before arriwal
there, "Mr. Doo.® would 1ave "H11" or "Idseie” (names he had lovingdy Destowed
on his mule power) to amble om while he walled throush the oar $o collect
fores. Sohool children got reduced rates-==forty little grean tiokets for one
dollars It Sock four tickets par day for each pupil %o malke the round triv.
A "Mr, Doo.™ came in %0 collect, 1t was an incident of common coowrtence
0 heay scapons ang,""r. Doo.%, "1 can't zive you this tloket. It 18 the
128t one I've gof, and T'm getting & new DYook of tiolmte today and IV1] ooy
you this aftornom.® That vas all right vith"¥r, Doe® . To ssqualst Ma
vith cne's ambarrassed financial shatus wvas all that wvas necossary, e not

nly ascepted the statement 2% o0 value Dut was ever roady to overdo hie




part, for he'd say, "That's 0. K. and if you ain't a=coing %o make out, 1 kia
lend you a tloket or two."

Dear old r. Doo.”, he certainly dlscharged the obligation he falt was
be in "sfdtestin® Toulminville's youth of a half cantury agd.

Dhen the weather was cold, he was most solicitous for thédr comfort. Now
grateful theay wers for the b ating aystem ho had ins%s 1led] This consistod
af a chareoal furnase full of glowing coals. The furmace was on bricks and
plagsed in the nidile of the oar ainle. How that 1ittle furasce, radisting
armth and aheer, typified desr old "Hr. Doc's” owm varm-heartedness and
chearfulnnse!l

Judzed by 1%s oudio feot capacity, the old mile car was an almost miniature

falr, bust somehow “Mr. Doc.” had storage fagilitien a-plonty for lost dooks,

gravets, usbrellas, oto., Vas it a pouring rain? Yas some e wvithout sa
arbrellal He wvouldn®t be if "Nr. Doc®” kmew of his plight. “Heah, is ono that
aobody has never called fer. Take it an' got some use outen of i1s."

Had ans of the sohool arowd lost some Algebrs home work, or rayhape an
asany, or a Virgil sranslation? Agk "Mr. Doc.® 1f he found 18, “Yenh, 4
found 1t an' tusked it heshs I wus a-studying hov you'd make out ‘ehout 1%.°

In the sorinctime, vhen specinens for bdetany olase had %o be hrousht in,
some mesibor of the school cligme would pitch he volce sbove the mw ple
aha itar of his follov passengers on the “schoel ocar®™ and eall, “Oh, Wr. Doe.,
slasse atop: I Just have to get some of those Cherokes roses for bdotany claong
this moraing.” "Mr. Doo." complied with alacrity. The oar wvas storped., There
vare the rosss==grast spraye of them==but too high wp to be reached. Instantly
"We. Doc.” sensed the vouldebeegatherer's dilesma, Of cowrse, “Nr. Ppa.” emld
alroumvent that, How?! Ho drought his drom (the antique ome he kept to %y
g the ear) so the recaloitrant Cherokes rome sprays ocould ba biocusat Wi thia

posch., Then with flover=filled hands, the ssbryenic dotanist re-sntered the

sar and freely dlstriduted the surplus of lowvely dlosnsoms “¥r. Doe.” had




ﬂﬂhﬂm o Wr. Doo,

helpad Mm to gather: The 1itSle ald ¢ar took on the alr of an important
antey for = floral parade. Bask went "Mr. Doo." %o his platfomm vhore he
ploked wp the roins, and said, "Gid wpl®, and the mle-powired motor took wp
whare 1t had 1aft of f. Mo looked in o thoee hapuy, young folks and alosed
the inoident in Mes lsconiec vy, "Vaseal, I'm zlad I could he'p you ouk."

it wns ppringtime. All the roadside was bDedecked in bemuty. A moeking
dird, the fanthered Shalkeapenys of the South, witneseing the above regounted
hapny 14t8le occasion gremed %o put into song,

“God's in Hig Neaven
A11%s right with the world.®

All that "Mr, Doo® 414 ves unuesual, but the most extraordimary thing
he ever 414 in his carver as mle car driver cocurred on & besutiful spring
porning vhen one of the zirls of the school olique missed the repular “sahool
ear” despite the faod "Mr. Doc.""had valted and walted®, as he said, “for her
to hove ia sizhe."

Ho had Saken the school orowd in %o the electriec car teraimus at lafayette
Seroot and vas balfway bdack on his retura trip %0 Toulmiaville. To be exnot,
he had gotten as far a8 the last gate of the Catholiec Ceamstary vhen he spled
the balated £ir]l wlkine =g fost 29 she old, Iafeyette Sgreet wvan more thab
2 half nile ahond, "Nr. Doo." stopped the oar, turned the mule around, and
onlled out %o the tardy oney "Come, it on. It is to0 fur a plese fer you to
walk anld 2l wvon't do Tar you %o Do late.* Uitterly unmindfM)] he vas Battering

is schedcle "Mr. Dog's” 1dea (preotically illustrated) of satisfactory serviee.

To him nothine mattarad 0o long as he was doifg somsbody a good turm. “Mr. Doeo.*

we totelly indifferant to the faet that in making this extre half Srip %o
accommo'ate a school zirl, he was vory greatly discommod!ng the Hoa. Harry
. Toulmin, Who at that time was Foderal Judge in Mobile, and vhe wae impatiently
witing 2t the Tovlminville termimus for the arrival of the mule oar. The

Julige vas at & lose %0 know vhat had happened: It was noaring time to open




Alabame « "Mr. Doo.* 5

court in the Federal Courtromm in the Custom House and Fost Office dullding.
Be, %00, was in & hurry. His analytiosl mind mads many conjectures as to
vy Mr. DJoo” vamn't on time. But ascording to the drivers version of the
incldént, the “Jedge nover 4ld find ous.”

Vhen the Judse sl his queenly-looking vife happened to be passongers

on the “school ear,” the school set padd them the respect amd homage thelr
dlmity and imporsance Jusiffied. Thoro was no "cutting wp'. Yo pranige-

every one sammed a mian comensurste with tho sunmpicions sesasion] Tymn

“r. Doo” himself toock oa a “preosentedsto=court” formallly and heoma lean

Jogquaicicus. This dignity and cerenony wos ungalled=org this acsumption
of sedatemees, totslly umaseessazy, f0fn, J.d.s nd "Wies Mollle, s wife,
vore the ampodinment of kindliness and friendliness.

"Hr. Doo's" interest in the various mesders of the sohool orowd that rode
his oar nover loscened. Ywven after sraduation comleted sahooldyre for somiy
he wvas alewys moet coger to learn how this bay or girl “wus aefaring,”

Setty, one of the ochosl alique for whom he had made the extrs half
trip dask to the slootrio enr terminus that snrine morning, dthirew fran
Bgrton Acedeay Hlgh School, to becoww a boarding vupi) 2t the Convent of
the Visitation on Spring M11) Avenue, in Nobile.

A mesber of Betty's faily snswering "ir. Dos's” inguiries as %0 how
“she wus a~gittin' along in the conviat?® tried o poind out &+ "Wr. Doo." the
wmsual advantoge of school, masie, art, 0te., that vare hors b thi o vonderful
pportunity that had come through the gemerosity of o velleto-ds uncle. How
osh tetter 1t vas for Betty in every wyl-=no loag wvalk to the scheol TaP,

W Epeeure o tad veather, ete. "Mr. Doo" vas nod convinced. Mo clung adeoe
ntely %o his opinion, "Theee heah ‘sardinge hikools is sww as Jalin, ous
7o e’ gt out vhon yo vant t0."

in the goodness of his heart, "Mr. Doc.” felt "poverful sorry” for Betige-

& Wepathy he axpressed in thie mosssge %o hasd "Tell hay for me, A she zite




/ ~-" Alabams, Mr. Toa.™ 6
tired of the oonvint sa' vaate %o git mt, 1lem'me know an' IV fetch o laddy
(1adder) an' put Mt agin the brick wvall, so she Xin olish dowm.”

“Shettin' youn- folics up to oddia te 'mm J-m' v 't do," b opined,

in 1902 the old mule ear e retired fron sorvice. It found & restine
apot in NHomroo Paric, property of the Nobile Idght and “gilvend Compeny. Here
the mpwariag pines and the lapping watere of Moblle Hay chant requioms for the
old cap's degw of usafuiness. It i 2ot known vhen sl whare desr old "Nr. Dos.',
over kind mmd true, found Mg rost-mpot. The naunter fancles vhen ve of that
Joypous school group o meny yesrs ngd "Look o'er Jerdam s’ see n band of ancels
we shall glimpee amony tham "r.Doc.” ns driver of thnt "Sweot Chariot acordin® for te ¢

sarry ve hoae, "
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Uncle Wallie Valrie,
Montrose,Alsbama.

UNCLE WALLIE LONGS FOR "DE GOOD OLE SLAVERY TIMES."

Written by Frangois Ludgére Diard,

One day during the week ending October 29th,193%0,the writer went for
a two hour automobile ride to Montrose,Ala.,one of the oldest and once one of

the most fashionable and aristocratis resorts along the Eastern Shore of Mo~

bile Bay,in Beldwin County. The high elevation of beautiful bluff lands of
Montrose is the highest point between the coast of Maline and Texas on the At~
lantic and Gulf Coasst shore line., This resort once had a summer population of
from 5000 to 3500 end a winter population of never less than two thousand in
flush times of the past;and due to the opening of other old and new resorts
further south on the bday,the village that once could boast that Father Abram
Jd., Ryan,the poet-priest of the South,had preached the dedication sermon of
its Catholic Churech,soon dwindled to s few settled property owners,and half
of these spent thelr winter months in Moblle. The English aotress,Josephine
Yhillips,who married the violinist, lenry Hardwiock,and who had played all the
different theatres in the prineipal towns of southern England,came to Americs
back in ante-bellum days and settled here,and whose descendants are still
property owners but reside in Mobile. It was here Frofessor Paul Boudousquie,
professor of drawing at Spring Hill College ,made some of his drawlngs and

onge owned the mineral springs near Ro¢k Creek at the foot of the high bluff,

it was here a writer by the name of Farker wrote some of his works. It was

nere also that the noted Miller HReese Hutehinson,the laventor,was borm on ,ugs
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UNCLE WALLIE 1ONGS FOR "DE GOOD OLE SLAVERY TIMES."

Written by Frangois Ludgére Diard,

One day during the week ending October 29th,1930,the writer went for
a two hour sutomobile ride to Montrose,Ala.,one of the oldest and once one of

the most rfashionable and aristocrativ resorts along the Eastern Shore of Mo~

bile Bay,in Baldwin County. The high elevation of beautiful bluff lands of
Montrose i1s the highest point between the coast of Maine and Texas on the At-
lantiec and Gulf Coast shore line., This resort once had a summer population of
from %000 to 3500 and a winter population of never less than two thousand in
flush times of the past;and due to the opening of other old and new resorts
further south on the bday,the village that once could boast that Father Abram
Jd. Ryan,the poet-priest of the South,had preached the dedication sermon of
its Catholie Chureh,soon dwindled to a few settled property owners,and half
of these spent thelr winter months in ¥Moblle. The English aotress,Josephine
Fhillips,who married the violinist,benry Hardwick,and who had played all the
different theatres in the prinecipal towns of southern England,came to Americs
back 1n ante-bellum days and settled here,and whose descendants are stlill
property owners but reside in Mobile. 1t was here Frofessor Paul Boudousquie,
professor of drawing at Spring Hill College ,made some of his drawlings and

onge owned the mineral springs near Rock Creek at the foot of the high bluff,

it was here a writer by the name of Farker wrote some of his works. 1t was

here also that the noted Miller Heese Hutehinson,the laventor,was borm on . uge
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UNCLE WALLIE 1ONGS FOR "DE GOOD OLE SLAVERY TIMES."

fritten by Frangois Ludgére Diard,

One dey during the week ending October 29th,193%0,the writer went ror
a two hour sutomobile ride to Montrose,Ala.,one of the oldest and once one of

the most fashionable and aristocratiw resorts along the Eastern Shore of Mo~

bile Bay,in Beldwin County. The high elevation of beautiful bluff lands of
Montrose is the highest point between the coast of Maine and Texas on the At~

lantic and Gulf Cosst shore line. This resort once had a summer population of

from 3000 to 3500 snd a winter population of never less than two thousand in
flush times of the past;and due to the opening of other old and new resorts
further south on the bay,the village that onoce could boast that Father Abram
Jd. Ryan,the poet-priest of the South,had preached the dedlicatlion sermon of
its Catholie Chureh,soon dwindled to a few settled property owners,and halfl
of these spent thelr winter months in Moblle. The English actress,Josephine
Phillips,who married the viclinist lenry Hardwick,and who had played all the
different theatres in the prineipal towns of southern England,came to Amerlicsa
back in ante~bellum deys and settled here,and whose descendants are still
property owners but reside in Mobile. It was here FProfessor Paul Boudousquie,
professor of drawing at Spring Hill College,made some of his drawlings and
once owned the mineral springs near Rock Creek at the foot of the high blufrf,

It was here a writer by the neame of Farker wrote some of his works. it was

here also that the noted Miller Reese Hutehinson,the lnventor,was bOrm On ., ugse
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UNCLE WALLIE LONGS FOR "DE GOOD OLE SLAVERY TIMES."

Written by Frangols Ludgére Diard,

One day during the week ending October 29th,193%8,the writer went for
a two hour sutomobile ride to Montrose,Ala.,one of the oldest and once one of

the most fashionable and aristocrativ resorts along the Easstern Shore of Mo=

bile Bgy,in Baldwin County. The high elevation of beautiful bluff lands of
Montrose is the highest point between the coast of Maine and Texas on the At-
lantic and Gulf Coest shore line. This resort once had a summer population of
from 3000 to 3500 end a winter population of never less than two thousand in
flush times of the past;and due to the opening of other old and new resorts
further south on the bay,the village that onoce could bdoast that Father Abram
J. Ryen,the poet-priest of the South,had preasched the dedication sermon of
its Catholic Church,soon dwindled to s Tew settled property owners,and halrfl
of these spent their winter months in Mobile. The English actress,Josephine
Phillips,who married the violinist, Henry Hardwick,and who had played all the
different theatres in the prineipal towns of southern England,csme to America
back in ante~bellum deys and settled here,and whose descendants are still
property owners but reside in Mobile. It was here Professor Paul Boudousqule,
professor of drawing at Spring Hill College ,made some of his drawlngs and

once owned the mineral springs neer Rock Creek at the foot of the high blurr,

It was here a writer by the name of Farker wrote some of his works. it was

here also that the noted Miller Reese Hutechinson,the inventor,was DOFrn On Aug-
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UNCLE 7ALLIE VALRIE,
MONTROSE, ALA.

LONGS FOR "DE GOOD OLE SLAVERY TIMES,."

iritten by Frangois Ludgére Diard,

ust 6th,1876,although reared in Mobile and educated at Spring Hill College,the
man who was medaled by the crown heads of Europe,and a specliel gold medal strueck
and presented him by Queen Alexandra of Zngland for his Invention the "Akou-
phone”,(which was lnvented in Nobile in the upper story of the Mobile Light &
Railroad Compeny's office budlding at northwest St. Francis and Joachim Streets)

the first invention of its kind for enabling the deaflf to hear and improve the
hearing of those partislly deaf,

Montrose,although not the village or resdrt of past glories,lis still
& besutiful place,its high elevetion commending a Tine view of Mobile Ba:,and'
its beach end trees and scenic spots are Inspirations for both poet and artist,
For from its high bluff the smoke and lights of lMoblle can be seen on a clear
day or moonlit night,and in turn the high yvellow bluffs and trees can be seen
from the foot of Government street in Mobile scross Mobile River,Pinto Island,
and the span of the bay,glistening in the sunlight,s distance of approximately

sixteen miles.

After the writer and his friend,who had invited him for the ride,vis-

ited the haunts and hollows and places they hamkisited and played in childhood..
/

for the writer's family summer home was located here,which burned--they went

for a visit to the shanty Just east of Montrose back in the tall timbers of an
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UNCLE WALLIE VALRIE,
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UNCLE WALLIE LONGS FOR "DE CGOOD OLE SLAVERY TIMES."

Written by Frangois iudgére Diard.

old darkey the writer end his friend had known in childhood,and who now ¢laims
is

he is epproaching the 107th merk of life. This /©ld Uncle Wallie Valrie,who may

perhaps be the oldest resident of south Alabama living to-day,snd as old as some

of the very osk trees and big plnes surrounding his shanty.

A8 the writer and his compsnion approached Uncle Waellle's shanty,he
was Jjust coming out of his garden with his hoe over his shoulder,and on seeing
ue he stopped,stared,and scratched his head,

*I told you,Uncle Wallie,I'd be back to see you again,if I lived,"l
sald,and I was referring to a2 moment's visit to Uncle Wallle in June 19357 1 had
made while on a motor trip to Foley in lower Baldwin County.

"You she! did," the old darkey sald,ss he motioned us to come into
the yard and sit on the steps of his shanty.

"Uncle Wallie,l see you are still raising collard greens, "l said,

Unele Wallie is still a spry,cheerful and decidedly keen 0ld negro,

and before I had finished telking he was looking toward his garden,then he bat
his eyes and gave a broad grin,

"Dat ain't all, "he chuckled,"1'se got a good garden dis time. Dey
sho' go good wid fat meat an' potlicker an' cornbresd,dat 1is,if you lets dem

cook through an' through.”

Although Uncle Wallie has a progeny of about a hundred,the writer re-

membering his eldest son,who is now & men of 70 years,asked him:
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UNCLE WALLIE VALRIE,

WALLIE LONGS FOR "DE GOOD OLE SLAVERY TIMES.™

iritten by Frangois ludgére Diard,

"Uncle Wallle , how is your oldest son,who used %o roll us kids down
the hill to the wharf to meet the boati"

"Dat chile," answered Uncle Wallie,"has been a good boy,but sbery
now an' den he gets out of control. Den dis &m de time Unecle Wallie steps in."

This made the writer and his companion laugh,when the oldest son
was old enough to spank three generatlions,

"De last time I whipped dat boy,I used a whirfle-tree," Uncle iallie
went on,as though he was spesking of scolding a ten year old boy instead of

o

a man now seventy yearsj"an' ‘spite de fac' det's been only a Tew years ago."

"ihat sbout this opinion you've got of all these hundreds of people
you've known and do know in this great State of Baldwin County® all these
judges and bankers and plantation owners?” I asked to get the 14 darkey to
talk on another subject.

"Ump! dem worthless ohillun, "he answered,“dey 1s fine folks 1 know

ce=gause I knows whar dey come frome---but now an' den 1 is called on for teo

T

jack 'em up. I knowed all de papples an' mammies an' dey gran'pappies an'’
cran'memmies afore dem, 'Uncle Wallle,' dey say,'how cum you all so ole an'
yet so nimble?' Shucks,young marster,l Just tell 'em,'lay off de licker an'

lay off terbaceyj;eat corn pone and collardsjrouse up at de orack of de dawn

an' swing an axe an' swing a hoe. Git back close %O de Lord who makes de cot-
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ton grow gnd de corm put ouv tossles., W'at's de matter wid mos' folks dey
don't neber go to church emnough to find out which way is de right way to live?'

"What asbout the slavery times,Uncle Wallle®" 1 asked.

"Lord ,young merster,de good ole days of slavery times,dey done gone
foreber,"” he sighed. "]l sho' wish dey war here right now,for . longs Tor de
good cle slavery ti Uey war plenty of po'k chops in de smokehouse. Course,
us all wukked an’ ; wukked hard,but us knew dat dere was lots of eats when
de big house bell rang an' us quit work em’' went TO our guartersjan' den in
ie late summer dere would be cottom plekin' dat would dring de marster plen'y
money to keep us sleves in clothes en’ eats. Dey warn't no worries den,young
marster.”

Uncle Wallie's words were only a reminder that every old ax-slave

longed for return of slavery times,” es-
pecially those livin | - wel]l as others thet were living when the
gountry was hit haerd by depression,

I asked Uncle Wallie how many grandchildren,great-grandchildren

and great-great-grandchildren he had,and he replied:

"Dey is beyon' all countin',young marster,an’ are like de sand of
i@ 808«

Uncle Wallie Valrie was born asbout the year of 1832 on the planta-

tion of Mr. James Greenwood near the present Loxley,Alsbama,in Baldwin Gounty
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The place was then Greenwood,Ala.,when Baldwin County had but few inland

villages of any size. He said his master,Mr, James Greenwood,was kind to his
slaves and fed snd c¢lothed them well,

It 1s remarkable the alertness of mind still possessed by the old

ex-slave,who e¢an wander back through more than three quarters ol a century.
He remembers them all,both Mobilians and Beldwin Countiansjthe rich fami-
lies of the past who spent their summers et the fashionable Montrose;and all

the students,some of which are now long passed to thelr rewards,who attended
the famous Sibley Institute located here in its heyday before and following
the Civil VWar, He remembered the Battle of Mobile Bay,and how the rederals

brought thelr wounded snd deed ashore,and the burial of a Federal offlcer in

the little graveyvard of Montrose,which the Government of late years has mark

edjand the days when the Indlans roamed the forests of south Alabama. He ale
g0 sald he remembered the tribesmen who used to "pow-wow"” 1n an open streteh

right in front of his present shanty and home,

I asked the venerable old ex-slave &f he remembered Father Ryan,the
poet-priest of the Southland,and he replied:
"Dat gent'man had long hair,an' when he come down de wharf af'er he

got off de bay steamer Ocean Wave dat blew up at Polint Clear landing.also de

steamer Annie,he shook han's wid eberybody wtat Nad come to meet de boat, He
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sho' could preach,an' ebderybody read his po'mes. 1 ‘member,too, Mr. Flillans
when he war a spry youngster wadin' out dere in de day gatehin' orsbs wid a
net."”

Unole Wallie was here referring to Mr. Harry FPillens,Mayor of Mobile,
whoserved the terms of 1914,1916,end the two terms of 1919-1920,and one of the
last living Confederate veterans of Haphael Semmes Camp No., 1l1,whose estate at
Montrose is known as "The Anchorasge," end who én June 27,19%8 ,celebrated his
31st birthday.

"Uncle Wallie ,before we leave you,"l asked: as my friend and 1 enter-
ed the automobile to leave, "tell me if you remember old Aunt Ellen Hill, who
1ived just below Roek Creek down the road toward the present Sea ClIiff and Vo=
lenta landings,who used to do the washing for the fashlonable famillies that
came to Montrose during the summer?®"

"Do I7 Ump!"™ he sald with a chuele. "She sho' war a funny somebodyj

but she done dead '"hout twenty years now,young marster."

F. L. D,
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sho' could preach,sn' eberybody read his po'mes. I "member,too, lMr. Fillans
when he war a spry youngster wadin' out dere in de bay catehin' orasbs wid a
net."”

Unole Wallie was here referring to Mr, Harry Pillans,Mayor of Moblle,
whoserved the terms of 1914,1916,and the two terms of 1919-1920,and one of the
last living Confederate veterans of Raphael Semmes Camp No. 1l,whose estate at
Montrose is known as "The Anchorage," and who én June 27,1938,celebrated his
31st birtaday.

"Uncle Wallie,before we lesve you,"l asked: as my friend and 1 enter-
ed the automobile to leave,"tell me if you remember cld Aunt Ellen Hill who
lived just below Roek Creek down the roesd toward the present Sea Cliff and Vo-
lenta landings,who used to do the washing for the fashlonable famillies that

csme to Montrose during the summer?™

Do 17 Ump!™ he said with a chuele. "She sho' war a funny somebody}

but she done dead 'bout twenty years now,young marster."

Fl L. Di
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Now living in retirement at his spartment in Moblile,254 Churech

street,is the venerable dean of Mobile music. This is Frofessor August Jo

Staudb,who at the Commencement Exercises of Spring Hill College on June
22nud,1904,was for the first time in 1%s history,conferred the degree of
Doetor of Music. This was = happy moment in the life of ohe whose very
soul is imbued in his fine and rare compositions that have passed down in-
to the history of musiec of the South,

essor August ¢. Stpud was dborn at Menzingen in Canton Zug,Switz-
erland,on November 13%,185%,and is now in his 85th year. His family as far
back sz the fourteenth century had figured prominently in the political
history of thet country,and Professor Staud can trace many of its members

who have won feme in the musioal world,

From the earliest days of c¢hildhood,Professor Staud showed great fond
ness for music,end his parents taking notice of his talents Tor the are,

allowed him to go aheed snd follow his inclination in thet line. He was
secarcoely six years old when he was placed by them under the instruction
of the musie director in Zug,where his family was residing at the time,

Under this musie director the boy quickly learned the rudiments of musie,
snd he soon showed a rapid stride in the art.and when only a stripling of

eleven he was considered a pianist of no small merit.
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e devoted mueh study at home from that time On,and also played at
publiec entertalnments,during which he attended school for asbout five years|
and after having completed his education,he went early in 1870 to Fribourg,
Switzerland,in order to perfeot himself in the Ffrench language and make

further studies in musie, At Fribourg he studied harmony under Vogt,the

organist of St. Nicholas' Chureh,while Professor Muller,an srtist of high

repute,gave him lespons on the violin,

Toward the end of the ensulng year he returned home for the vaocations
and being encoursged by Frofessor Muller and Vogt,in the beginning of the
year of 1872,he next entered the Royal Conservstory of Musie at Stuttgart,
where he spent three years of herd study. Although now well advameced in
his pusicel studies,Professor lebert,his first piano teacher at the con-
servatory,end founder of the plano system still uged in that renowned cen-
ter of musi¢al culture,msde him degin his studles sgaln from the very bde-
ginning . training him with adherence to his own system., Frofessor Staud
studled under Frofessor Alwens,after the technical difficulties were ovel
come ,hls touch corrected,and that surety of playing asequired whieh 1s so

essential to a first-class pianist. He leter on received his last plano

lessons from the Court pilanist, Bruckner.
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He spent hours of practice every day and these masters 10 gulde
him show that the course of study he underwent for the piano could not
have been more solid. The vielih lessons recelved from Muller were ex-
gellent,and Lebygysere of the Royal Theatre,who taught him this instru-
aent at Stuttgart,found no Tault wlth his menner of playing,and did not
meke him begin again,but took him right along.

Professor Steub slso studled theory under jayerlen and the Irenowl
ed Dootor Feisst,the latter,when teaching his pupils,rejected the text
book,but by means of dletation and with the ald of a large blackboard
atteined splended results,end the organ,with no less success, ,under botl

Doctor Feisst and Frofessor attinger.
s soon as he had received hls certificate he set out for the

Conservetory of Uiesbaden in order t0 assume Lae jutios of e position,

which had been offered him some nonths before he finished his studles
He fulfilled this position for sbout two years,at the end of which tim

an engagement in Zug reeslled him to his country.

hile tesching in Wiesbaden,he devoted his llesure hours o Turs:

ther study. He read blographies of the masters,analyzed thelr works
and thus sequainted himself more closely with the mauner in which they

treated different subjects. At this time also he made a speclal study

of chasmber-musie.
Hie predile otions abve for Beethoven and Sehumann,although he 1is
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familiar with the classiesl suthors and admires what is good in the
works of every composer,regardless of nationality or sge.

After Frofessor Staub returned to Switzerlend, he Tulfilled many
musiecal engsgements,devoting his leisure hours to perfecting himself in
his ert. In 1877,Professor Zurcher resigned his office of muric teacher
in Spring #1l1]1 College and returned to Switzerlend. There he met IFro-
fessor Stesub,and urged him to epply for the vacant post. Bncouraged by |

the edvice of the Benedictine Monks of Einsiedein,’rofessor Staud set

out for America. He arrived in Ogtober,1877.and was et once appointed
teacher of musie in Spring Hill College. Here he taught until his re-

tirement in 1928,with the exception ef & short visit hez paid his native

eountry in 1889,

Professor Staub was first married to a Miss Emma Phau,of Mo~
blle,and by this union he was the father of seven children,five girles
and two boysjand on August 17th,1909,he was married a second time to
Mlss Allce T. Boyle,of Mobile,although the marrisge took place in Mil-
waukee ,"1is. Mrs, Allece Staud is a connoisseur of fine art gifts,ect.,
and 1s owner and proprietress of one of the finest of the smaller gift
and art shops on the Culf Coast,which is located at 720 Dauphin Street,

in Mobile, In 1928,following his retirement from teaching in Spring
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Hi1l College,he and Mrs. Staud went for a trip to Europe %o his old
home in Switserland,and also to France and Italy,where they had an audi
'tence with the Fope snd recelved hils blessing.

ivel in Mobile in 1877,Professor Staud has trained

"3

Sinee his er
ed meny excellent pdpils who have distinguished themselves,rot only in
the smateur.hut slso in the professional line, He hes always been khnd
as & teacher dbut exsoting,which has won for him the esteem oI his pu~
pils,end not so long ago he recelved a very neat and originsl gavotite
gomposed by one of his pupils,whom he taught at Spring Hill College in
1888.

He has devoted his whele life to his art,and besides teaching

et Spring Hill College,also has glven lessons 1in Mobilejbut due to in-

creasing work at the College he was forced to sbandon them., H2is valu-
able services to all the musical orgenizations of Spring Hill College
have anobled them to ettaln the highest desirsble results;but his work
(and that of his friend and predecessor of musie,Frofessor Joseph 31009

in behalf of the Collese orchestra deserves speclal mention. This ore

ganization has slways meinteined a high standard of excellence and has
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received unstinted pralise from all lovers of music on ageount of its arte-
istie rendering of the masterpleces of great composers.

On the 10th dey of Uctober,1902,the twenty-rifth anniversary
of his arrival st Spring Hill College,he recelived the heartiest congratue=
lations whieh he Jjustly deserved,

Although Frofessor Staul as been teaching, he found
time to compose many originsl ple \amely anéd seriouc composi~
tions. One of these deserving great ¢ prals an exquisite so=
prabo song,and during the year of 1504,he wrote on ! larger seale an ele-
cant overture,entitled "Festival,"” which Spring Hill College orciestre

reandered on commencement day that year. This overture Js o highly fine-

{shed work,end of 1t,1t is ssid by Mobile musicians that everything flaf:

naturslly and follows logically. The mareh is especially fine. This ovel-~
ture was written for the distinetion of Doetor of Musiec,which on the day

of the gommencement was conferred upcon him.

Professor Staudb slso composed two outstanding Masses,whiech are
aighly honored by the Jesuit Order. Prineipal of these,St. Stanislsus’
Mass,is most outstanding and used especlally throughout the country,and

is sung even in Chins dy the Jesult missionarles. Ome of his most noted

songs is "My Imege Bright and Beaming," which is dedicated %o Mrs. Fanny
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for thirty-seven years. ror the

Collese Gentennial he composed s splendid plece,"Centennlal

Merch."” Later compositions are the vocal pleces,"Seyond” and “Nother,Sing
de-to Nest,”™ end for the Knights of Columbus he wrote the "Blivouae Song."
On Monday,November Tth,19%3,Professor J. Clarendon MeClure,the

well ¥nown tescher and composer of musie,of Mobhile,gave a radlo Program

{ineluding five of Frofessor Staub's composition,whish were rendered Oy
s ‘

the Mobhile Master Singers' Club guartette,composed of Zugene Quarles,El-
win Monroe,Carroll Rubira end Willism Dewey. Mr. John Lawrence lavretta,
with his fine baritone volee,also at this program rendered one of Iro-

taudb's soags that had been selscted.
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Back in the latter 1880's a little Greek boy walked along the shores

of the little Island of Samos in the Aegean Sea and dreamed. The salling ves-

sels and other boats were the things that engsged this little boy's interest
as he looked out upon the cobalt blue;for when he went among the seamen of his

own little native island as well as the seamen from visiting vessels from all

parts of the world,his interest was further fired,because they related their
experiences and what they saw in that far off great country of the United
States of America. For months he listened and dreamed while the other boys of
the island ocoupled their time at play and other things,for the vislting sea-
men's stories swept the countryside that the streets of the United States were

paved with gold snd money even grew on trees. "It was the dream of every CGreek

led I knew to grow up to come to America,™ said Pete Lambrou to the writer,who

had come to interview him in his second story or attic room at the northeast

corner of Royal and Government Streets.

¥hen Pete grew into his teens,after shipping on salling vessels in

his own Aegean Sea plying in and out of Chora and the other towns on the shores

of Samos,he decided to fulrfill his ambition and teke a larger and faster boat
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to the United States. He was now nineteen years of age,and on reaching the Uni-
ted Stetes the vessel stopped et Savannah,Ga.,where Pete disembarked. This was
in 1950%,and he had left his little island home to seek hls fortune in a newer
and freer land sbounding in opportunity. He dedlded to quit the sea,s0 he be-
came & painter. He was quick at learning,and back imn the days when he landed in
the United States painters were in demand and wages were good. Pete sald in his
broken English,as he speaks only a little English and his roommate had to be
called upon as interpreter at times:

"I was thriving beyond my own dreams,when,suddenly,things began to
happen. I could not fathom these."

Work fell off but the ambitious Pete would not get discouraged. The
element of foreigners that was pouring into the United States 25 years ago was
a determined element and difficult to discourege. Fete had roughed 1t back in

the Aegean Ses when he got but a pittance of money for his work as seamen,but

since he had been in the United States he had saved some money,but he was soon|
forced to spend that.

Back home in boyhood and youthhecod on the peaceful little island,

Pete was taught to be petient and to endure hardships,so he waited for condit-
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ions to improve,as he had found it didh't peay to be 1dle, He was not gquite
as young as he used to be,and told the writer he was now 54 years of age,al-
though he doesn't look the age,has a kindly and youthful countenance,is tall

and agile with a firm step end gentle in his handsheke. He had remembered
nearly all the ships he had seen back home on his little island during his

early years as well as those in his travels,so he acquired the habit of make

ing model salling ships-~~ships,however,unlike our own familiar clipper and
barkentine,schooner and brigantine,but ships that are more romantic and ple~
turesque in colored salls and architectidre that are replicas of those on
which he used t0 sall when he was a boy and youth in his native Aegean Sea.
After coming to Mobile from Baltimore in 1926,Pete lived first in
this rooming house and then that;but for quite & period he has been living

in the second story or attie,which is but poorly furnished,over the restaus
rant at No. 82 Government Street on the northeast corner of Royal Street. Al

though FPete has bdullt many minature replicas of ships described above even

back in childhood,he sometime ago renewed his hobby and has followed it ever
since. He stated many times he has stood at the open windows on the front of
the upper story where he is staying,which look out on Duncan Place centering

Government Street as a parkway from Royal Street to Commerce Street,and ad
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mired the stattue of Admirs)l Semmes,which stands on its west end. Then the
thought came to this little known genius that he would try his hand on a repll
¢ca of the ship Alabama used by Admiral Semmes,when admiral of the Confederate

Navy,a minature replica of which is embossed on the bronze plate on front of
the lower stone base beneath the bronze statue.

The writer asked Pete what he did with all the models of ships he
hed made. He only smiled,then shrugged his shoulders,and answered:

*The majority of my ships have been donated to friehds,yet 1 have
gold some few of them."

Pete's only tools consist of a broken flle,a hammer much too heavy
for such delicate work,a cheap pair of scissors,a pocket knife and some sande-
paper. He told the writer he has only exemined the replica of the Crulser Ala~

bepa on the front of the bottom stone base benaath Admiral Semmes ' Monument

but once for his guide,although he has passed it in crossing Govermment Street
many,many timesjend all the actual work on this wonderful minature model of th
Alabama has been done from memory in his attic or second story room.

The writer ssked Pete how long it took him to complete one of his
minature ships,and he replied that with the crude tools and material he uses,

it takes him only about three or four weeks to complete a model. The present

model of Admiral Semmes' flag ship #labama will be completed in about Two more
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weeks. His work has a toueh of individuslity in it and is most accurate in every
detall as 0O sail,mast-ﬂeﬁd,figura-heﬂd,cebln and ropes,ect. The following are
some of the many he has made models or,suhooner,topsail achoonar,brig,hark,bark-
entine,as well as sailing vessels with steanm bollers and smokestacks,and even
some with sidewheels as well as sternwheelsi;but these have all had a levantine
touch,as the salls were made in different colors,some being of the lateen-sall
type vessels.

Although Pete lambrou used the assistance of a Greek friend speaking
fairly correct English %o help him explain the {nteresting things he was telling
about ,the writer was sOrry when it csme time for him to bld the genius in mina-
ture ship modeling "Ealinighta. "

F.L.Do
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No. 1l.-=-SMALL FARMS AND TRUCK FARMS OF SOUTHERN MOBILE COUNTY.

The ferms and truck farms of the Neshota,Naveo and Theodore districts
are well established and have all shipping facilities,as these rural stations

in southern Mobile County are located on the loulsville and Nashville Railroad,

These districts carry on general truck farming,general farming and frult grow-

ing ,especially the Theodore-Naveo district as far as agriculture is concerned
o
is some important charescter,end in addition to the truck orops grown,the sate

suma orange and other fruits are also successfully produced,the poultry induse

try is important and there is some dairying.

DISTRICTS OF SHIFPING STATIONS.

Neshota,Ala.,is a station in the midst of this truck-growing area,in
which cabbages,potatoes,turnips and other vegetables are the prinecipal crops.

Naveo,Ala.,als0o in the heart of this truck-growing farm distiet,is al-
80 the seat of an lmportant woodworking industry,that of the Naveo Hardware
Company,which has been located there for several years milling lumber and ven-

eers. in 1937 a latge addition was made to this plant by which it has enabled

it to become an importer of mahogany logs and inoreasse the quanity and variety

of its outpit,and to employ many more hsnds.

Theodore,Ala.,is an important shipping point for Irish potatoes,cab~-

bages,general truck crops,satsume oranges,pecans,and nursery stocks. Some of
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the largest truck farms in the county are located near this town. Cabbage is on

one of the greatest single crops grown in this viecinity,where also is grown a
large emount 4f field corm and some table corn is produced. There is also »

shipping house located at Theodore for satsuma oranges.
SOME FARMS OF SOUTHERN MOBILE COUNTY.

From the farm of Mr. E.,E.W¥lllard at Theodore,where he also grows o

and ships potatoes,are grown cabbage and other crops. In a recent season he
handled about 300 cars. The yleld of potatoes in this district usually ryns
up to 150 bushels to the aere as only the early potatoes are grown,this being

considered a good yleld.
A short distance northwest of Theodore is a grower of cantaloupes

This is Mr. E. &, Yowell,who in recent years esteblished himself on a small
farm. He grows fine Rockfords enf finds a market in Mobile for them. During
1935 ,Mr. Powell states,his melons were ready for market early in the season,
and he received as high as .50¢ & dozen for them at the height of the market,
some of his first deliveries bringing him more. He also reports that he recelv

ed as much as $800 an ascre for his melons in good seasons,as the soil is es-

peclially favorable to the production of the finely flavored cantaloupes.

in the Teodore district there are many fine pecan orchards,some

of them sonsisting of old bearing trees,l5 to 20 years of age,and the usual

output is slways heavy. In the younger orchards the ground is cultivated to

the crops of the region.
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The Theodore district was a leader in the heyday production in Mo~
bile County of satsuma oranges,but with destruction or damsge of most of the

orchards in the unusual freze of 1923-24,the industry declined. There are,how-

ever,quite a number of small orchards that use smudge fires,that still yleld
good profit,and there asre some with young trees Just coming into bearing.

THE CAROL PLANTATION.

One of the general and finest plantetions to be found in the Theo-
dore district or section is the Carol Plantation,which consists of about 2,800
acres. This plantation was originally started by Jonathan Bourne,formerly Uni-
ted Ststes Senstor from Oregon,and is owned by outside capitel. It is primarily
a frult farm,though a considersble scresge is glven up to crops. At one time
there were 100,000 satsuma orange trees,and shipments from there ad® the helight
of the satsuma industry amounted to many ocarloads of the fine frult each jear.
There are a large number of kumquat trees,pecan trees,ect.,which number somes
thing like 14,000, These trees have been planted a good many years and make an
interesting sight in the growing season. They are large and shapely,and in

their long,regular rows,are impressive,and include a number of the leading varl

eties of pecans. On the plantation there is also a nursery,producing pecan stoo

stock,satsuma orange and other rfrult,ss well as ornamental plants. Fart of the

acreage is used for the produection of corn,potatoes and other ecrops.
Bibliography:Information furnished by the following: Mr.C.J.Brock-

way,County Farm Agent,Custom House,Mobile,Ala.;lMr. Bdward “arley,Produce Busi-

ness,>7 South Commerce Street ,Mobile,Alajalso Mr. E.M.Powell,Theodore,Carol
Plantation prop'rs,and *r, E.i.uillard,T eodore,Ala.
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On the extreme northern edge of Moblile and located west of the Cralg-

head Viaduct,which leads es the approach to the Mobile Bay Bridge,ls what is
h
known as "Dump Villasge." This village is along the edge and scattered throug

the "City Dump,” or place where all the debris and trash from the city is
carried and dumped by the trucks of the c¢ity's garbage department. This"Dump
Village" ia composed of approximately fifty small huts made of tin patched
with pleces of automobiles,boxes and burlap,ect,,and occupied by only ne-
groes and their femilies,who built here "to 'void paying de rent,” to guote
some of them,as they "plek" the "Dump” for a livelihood,snd are known gen-
erally by the title of "dump pickers." Nearly all their "plckings" are pur-
chased by the Marine Junk Company of Mobile,who have a franchise with the

¢ity,and their earnings are not a great deal.

The southern boundary of Dump Village is Morgan Street,which from Con-
ception Street on the east runs west,and 1s the last street goling north in
the city,while its western boundary 1s the old spur track of Louisville &

Nashville Rallroad running into the Mobile Gas Company's plant,which makes

the City Dump cover an acreage of about twelve or fifteen eity blocks..
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In very dry westher Morgan street and those that eross 1t that run
north into the Dump being unpaved,the dust is blown like smoke on windy days,
especially during the week ending October 15th,19%8 ,when the writer while in
that part of Mobile chanced to interview Aunt Lauras Howard,a little old black
ex~slave with a memory that goes back into Ante~-bellum days.

Although the writer has known Aunt laura Howard since boyhood,he has
had but very little opportunity to say more than a few words to the venerable

old negro woman. She is not a "plcker”™ of the City Dump like her neighbors,but

she and her husband,Daniel Howard,also an ex-slave who died about 1330,have
for more than twenty-five years been caretakers of the Order of Myths' ware-
house or float den,a Mobile Mardi Gras Carnival mystic soclety. the big float
warehouse 1s known as 3%5% Morgan Street,and it 1s next and ad joining it on the

same property,in en cld half-wood,half-tin shack of Two small rooms and a kit~
chen,that Aunt Laura resides. She told the writer since her husband's death,
she only occuples the two rooms herself and rents the kitchen out to a negro
man,so as to have a man on the place %to help her look after the big float ware
house,which 1s built of corrogated iron sheets. The shack is dbuilt so that
the corrogated side of the float house forms the west wall of the shack

the roof slanting down from same to about twelve feet Ifrom the ground ,although
the center of the roof has & box-like effect,on the east slde,and the front,

which has been sereened in on all sides,is dbuilt flush with the narrow ditehn

of the street in front. Over the diteh to the screen door or gate entrance
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of the little narrow front gallery,which is like the interior of the shack built

bridge
right on the ground,runs a two-board /or wglk. On the east side of the shack 1s a
feet
small yard not more than twelve or fifteen/wide,where a few collard plants,oka,

hot and sweet pepper plants,and butter bean vines intertwined with morning glory
amd other vines are growing,while at the back,covered ulsoc with butter bean vines

and a Cherokee rose,are still the hog stlies,which Aunt laura's oldest son,up teo

a few years ago during his lifetime,ralsed hogs in.

When the writer approached the shack,he could smell collard greens ngokins
nearly

and corn bread baking,end Aunt lLaura,who 1s a little old black woman of /five feet
and long past elighty,was standing in the open sereen-door. Resting om the lower

Part of the bridge of her nose was a palr of heavy golderimmed glasses of a style

and make that was in vogue over fifty yeers ago. The lenses of these fine old
pair of glesses were thick with dirt,but there was enough pure gold in their ri
and bridge to bring enough money to feed poor,cld Aunt Laura for many weeks, She

had on a white walst and a white askirt with dark blue faded dots in it and a derk
blue man's sweater,which was beginning to show many holes,and her head,which is
now almost completely gray,was bare. Un her feet were a palir of bdroken shoes muck

oo blg for the old soul. "hen the writer asked her to step outside the screen-dc

door more into the sun-light to pose for a snapshot,she put on her tattered hat

to shade her eyes.
"lord,honey," she exclaimed on seeing the writer,"I ain't seed you since
you used to make pasteboard figures and decorate de floats in de warehouse down

de street at Mardi Gras times."”
Aunt Laura,whose language contained many slave dlslect words,was referring

here to the years the writer had worked doing papiler mache figures,modeling,and
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filling in colors for the old float dbullder,/John Gus Hines and his son,BEmile,
and their wood constructor,the late Charles Stoll,on the Enights of Revelry

Society parade floats for Mardi Cras,just a block away down Morgan Street,in
connection with his newspaper work for The Mobile Register.
"How have you been,Aunt Laura,since I stopped coming over this

way?" 1 asked.

"lord,chile,I done buried Daniel ,my husband,” sald the 1little o0l
black women,and she wiped the tears from her dim eyes with the cormer of her
shawl. "He sure thought you war de only young man in Mobile. What you doing
down dis way to-day,honey?”

"I've come to get you to give me a story about yourselfl,Aunt Lau
ra,"” 41 answered.

"Sure "nough,but 1 done got too old now,honay,an’ my mem'ry’'s
getting pretty bad of late,” sald Aunt laura.

"Pirst I want to know how old are you,and where was you borni"

"I war born 'bout de year of 1853 when de yaller fever broke out
pretty bad in Alabama,and dey buried de folks by de hundreds. I war elight yes
old when de Civil War started,honey,” answered sunt L.aura.

"This would make you about 85 years of age,+l sald, "Where were
you born,Aunt Laurai™

"I was born in lower Peach Tree in Wilecox County, "answered the ol

old woman.

"Who were your white folks,Aunt Laura:"”
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"Dey war de Mobley family. when I wer a little gal "fore de war I war

taken to lve at Hamburg on de plantation not far from Marion,Alabama. Den my
mistress,Miss Jeannette Mobley,was courted dare by Marster Oscar Harrell,den
dey married and moved to Selma,Alsbama,to live. When I war seven year old 1

could cook,iron,scrub,and do most work de older slave women could do. I neber

worked in de work house wid de other slaves. Me and my Ma worked in de main
house around de white folks,an' we lived in gquarters to ourselves next to de
main house,and not wid de fleld hands in de gquarters. Miss Jeannette,our mis-
tress,taught us both how to sew and make clothes. 1 "members ebery year de Mob

ley femily had a May pole for de slaves and fleld hands,and de white folks

came from miles around to see de slaves sing and dance,jJust as dey did wher*ey

war baptized in de riber.”
r
‘Now, Aunt Laura,l want to know what was the greatest thing you r.mﬂnbﬂ

that happened in Alabama before the Civil War was declared®"™

Aunt lLsurs stood stll for a moment and looked the writer straight in

the eyes from over her heavy gold-rimmed glasses. Then she scratched her gray

head and started thinking.
"Ha!" the o0ld ex-slave grunted with a broad smile,for to her venerabl®

"I "members two great things,hon-

brain had returned a pleasant recollection.

ey,an' dey stayed wid me all dese years. I "members at Christmas sbery ten

years Marster Mobley would ¢all =11 his slaves into the guarters,and de one
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who hed served his marster felthfully and best during his lifetime he would in
return gib him his freedom an' & plece of land for hlmselfl and wife,if Le war
married,2 plough an' some seed,an' a cow an'’ some chickens. He war sure a good |
marster.”

"What was the next greatest thing you remsmber belore the war,.un

Laura®”™

"Hoopee! how de ohillen would gzo down to de riber landing to meet de
musical boat! and how de niggers at de landing would dence as she came 'round
de bend, Dis war de St, Nicholas,one of de finest riber packets 4at ran detween
Mobile and NMontgomery---Jjust like a floatin' palace. Dey called de musiec her
steam oallopee played Elephantine music.”

"Why did they c¢asll it 'Elephantine' music,Aunt Laura? Was 1t very
loud music?"” asked the writer to test her out,

"Sure,hcney,us slaves would lsy awake at night," she answered, "and
listen to it,for 1t could be heard for miles an' miles both up an' down de
riber llike Gabrieibluwin' hls trumpet.”

"Whet sbout it being called 'Elephantine' musle?" 1 asked.
"Dey called it dat "cause it war pleyed wid steam,l 8 'pose," she an-

swered.,

"What favorite pleces did it play,Asunt Laura?®" I asked.
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iritten
*I 'members it playin'’ *Where have you been,Bllly Boy?*,'Polly want =
‘round de Bend,"’

- e - - r

'I1isten to de Bells!','"Playin' ros=
if de boat

Cracker?', 'Heave,ho! Come
Spell,' 'Bobbing "Round, an' on Sundays
would play 'Rest in Heaven, "'also

itar of Bethlehem,' an' lois

' "My Mary Anon,'‘
'Rest in Jesus,' 'De

war running de esllopee

Y "la
2

tarry Skies,’' an ;

&
E Wl L0 & o

Pyin' Christian,' 'Beyond de
[ done forgit. 1 "members one time de boat war takin' down to Mobile a dead

more
plantation owner to bdbury,a Billings' "Funeral Anthem,’
an' for miles an' miles de slaves all oried, 'cause de music war so sad.”
i
any of the verses or the tunes of these ;iacés

Lsura,do yoyp remember y

n' de callopee played MY,

i

"Aunt

pleces?” 1 asked.
"Lord,no,honey,it's been so long ago,” sae snswered, "l forglits both de

words an' #usic. I 40 "member some of de words an' part of de tune of "Where
have you been,Billy Boyi' "

"sould you like to return te slavery times,Aunt Laura7r” 1 asked,
what would, " she answered,and tie man-

"lord ,honey,l ain't de only nigger
‘h she sald thess words sssured the writer she was really in earnest;

ner in which sh :
ar some good times deh,an' not like dese here times.

ﬂ'l-rl-_-:

added: “"JUey su wa .
in dose good 0ld days slaves had all dey could eat and wear---Lourse,de
de same,but dey didn't have to worry like you d0 now

1’;'1.1

then she

goodstul'f war nearly

to live."”
To prolong the conversation,l asked my venersble client:
"sunt Laure,do you remember the fine packet Ellza Battle that plied the

s0m Bighee Hiver?"™
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"I sure do,honey,an' when 1 war four year old my Mistress Jeannette Mob
ley took me an' my Mah down to St, Stephens landing ,where us took de 'Liza Bat-
tle. Us drove down dere wid de horse an' phseton,an' old Uncle Jerry took it
back to de plantation., Us went down here to Moblle,an' dere ain't neber had a
boat like her again on de Alabama ribers. She sure war a fine boat,an' she had
@ fine pianc on her,an' ebery night one of de slave deck hands,or de cabin boy,
would play so loud till it war heard for miles on 2 still nighti;but it war not

like de loud and sweet muslic of de c¢allopee on de St, Nicholas."

"Do you remember when she burned?"l asked,

"Dat war on Marech 1,1858,end I war 'bout five year old den. Marster Mobd
ley had sent his slave man O01d Jim to Semp's lLanding on de Bigbee Riber to get

a fine cow dat was on her,an' he seed her dburn,"
The writer could now gsee old Aunt Laura was getting impatient,and the
more she backed into the open screen~door,the more he could smell cornbread

burning,

"lord,chile,lemme go,for 1 smells my greens an' bread dread burningl™
the old ex~slave exclaimed;then she holloed back,after she had reasched the
burning food: "You'll have to come back 'nother time,honey!™

"All right,Aunt laura,”l sald back to her,es I tossed her a dime into

the shack,which fell at the o0ld woman's feet on the bere floor. Then I plied

my way down Morgan Street into Conception Street through the heavy dust,and
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and thence south on Conception Street into townjdbut I was puzzled all the way,if
0ld Aunt Laura really did remember the things related to me from her "fond re-

collections,” especially the calliope of the peckat St. Nicholas and the burning
of the packet Ellza Battle on Marech 1,1858;:;s0 I set to work to do some verifying
of facts. Of the St., Nicholas and its oslliope,I found several notices in an old
serapbook,taken from The Mobile Register,as well as some on the burning of the

Eliza Battle,some of which were used by Erwin Craighead in his "Mobile:Fasct and

iradition,” These were enough,for they verified the o0ld ex-slave.the first notloce
. : v »

of March 26,1857,stating:

STEAN MUSIC: The S5t, Nicholas returned from Montgomery yes-
terday morning asbout 11 o'clock,announcing her advent by a small
toueh of that Elephantine musioc,of which we had = complete speci-
men last friday. It is a novel and singular productionjand like
its parent steam,boasts sbundance of energy,yvet it lacks™those

soft parts that chamberers have," and all that scothing quality
which sends other musiec into the heart.

The Moblle Reglister's second notice of March 27,1857,says this:
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[HE MUSICAL BOAT: The St. Nicholas left yesterday
for Montgomery. She was very chary of her steam music
this time,but at the first notes heard,young America of
every tint---and many,too,of pretiy large slze---start-

ed for the wharf as if hearing was not sufficient. They

must "see the Elephantl”

The third notice that 1 found, under date of June 14,1857,geve the fol=-

lowing:

. |

CHANGE IN THE MUSIC: The stesm orgsn which has hitherxrto
has been the exclusive property of the St, Nicholas was yes-
day transferred to the Eclipse,which,being a stern wheel boat
of the lightest draught,will be enabled to run all summer.Hence
as the object 1is to have music for the million,the transfer of

notes has bheen made.

The 5t., Micholas wes a side wheeler packet like the Eliza Bettle,andoft
en when the cotton industry and shipping got slack in the spring and mummer,
this boat like others laid up for repairs and was replaced by another lighter

boat, Just as she was as stated in the above notice by the Eelipse.

In the verification of Aunt lLaura's recollection of the dates of The
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bpurning o the packet Lllia Battle,the notliees show and verify her whole sStete
ment of Mareh 1,1055" and burning et Kemp's Landing was cbsolutely correct.Iit
¢an be added here that the Dattle mily of Mobile and builders and owners of

the o0ld Dattle House were closely associated with the steam packet Eliza Bate

tle of the Tom Bigbee River traffie,and whose burning cost the boat and the

loss of thirty-six lives.
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\Note: The writer in this story has tried to follow the dialect
words and spelling of same aa correctly as possidble as they came from the

mouth of the o0ld ex-sleve,as well as the other noteg.=-F.L.D.)

(Note: The titles of the musical pieces played by the St. Nicholas

were recorded here in the slave dialect just as Aunt Laura said them.--F.L.D,




