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“ibhout forty yoar ago therc was 2 man here from Chdcaro who was in
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soods we was separated., Ye scouted arcun' for ghite ashile 1 guess, anc
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found him with a little stick in his hand hittin' sometiun® 1 20 trall,
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It turned ouk to be a ratiler, and &
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we went on. But when I started sway at raetiler crawisd over
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ghowed his appreciation by licking my boots., He wmas grateflul, I hac

most soulful loock in his oyes 1 over sawy anx 1 resched down and

o the head and walled on, han I looksd back he was a-follarin' mo like

I had %o shoo hian sway soon forgot him, DI he didn*t farget me.

jext time I was in the woods I found that rsttler lyvin® on the trall
at about the same place anc aeuba : Iou know that whs the hap-
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plest sake I ever saw. [Io crawled aroun' my boots and lacked my leogs and

showed a lot of affection. I never heaxd a}v sech &2 thing, And 1 couldn®t
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po back,. BEver' time I trisd he'd jost wait unti) I

me. %hen I got home

"Uell I had to let him stay and I fixed 2 box on the front porch whare
he could sleep at night and you know he made the best match-dog you ever
saw. le was always colled wp right at the front door and mo 8

could come on the porch. I fod him rats and young rabbits and ke got alang




fins. le growed so big and gof so lagy that summer that 1 had to quit
feedin' him so's he'd g0 a~foragin' for hisselfl once in & mxile., Amd ]
pamed him Bill., B{1l wasn't especially fond of my old Indy Ycause she
always shooed him away with a broom, but they gd so they'd tolerates each
O -

"Une su B B ol Lk iiﬁl:-....-.!lﬂ_: A s e Fes Wl Tey vigit r'e. -
tives a the yvery Llrst ndgnt g was gone S1l) came right in the house
and stayed untll bed-tine, hen I started to bed, Bll]l should gve pone
out tut he dldn't, he folls ne aroun' like a ¥e < laft the door
opon for him to go out when M >t r . ¢ nex" rmint' whan woke U
thare was Bill, sleepin' r L on 1§ oot of my bed, all iy, you know
that snake sleopt ire all sum nd L was kKinda glad &f it "cause thare
was & 1ot of rats In the house and Bili'd allus cateh Yen and thoy didn't
erawl oan my bed 10 nore,

M at "Cl11.-._1'- wAR Lva et 41 oot s L on T - - 3l 1 . -

omt felle } W@ preotilest snake YOI saw. I8 Was about nine
foot long and a-growin® all the time and the rats s FOg8 arou the old
farmhouse kept | isnty fat. Folks that tell you rattlers sin't rot no
sense 1s cragy. 1l had plenty semse, lo knowed it the minute the old
aly got back and he never slept on my bed no more. Jest went back to M
yiace on the poreh and there he'd stay with a sorta longin' look in Mis
little bidght eyes. Bill had plenty sense.

"It was about two year after that when ! had to go to Jobile to soe
a sick danghter. I knowed Bill wouldn't be there when I got back 30 ]
fived me a little house with a handle on it and carried BS1l right along
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L0 stay

1'% turn him locose thes
he'd go %o sleep on my bed like usual,

T

1 90's e could crawl aromd for exarcise and

when I got ready for bed.

then
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Box 214,
Fairhope, Ala,
German Folklore Song December 27, '38
for L.F.E,

story on, " The Germans of Elberta®™ ( Nov 2lst)

Tine: THE LOREILEI, by Friedric

= bd &

" I don't kmow why I mnr

There's sonething 1

A story

It makes me feel so
It's autwm on the glorious Bay,
The sun sinks slowly *'yon the pines

L

d goes it's lonely way,

- —

"f'i'f:..h flaxen hair,
the heach,
Her Jjewels sparkle very bright,
Her cheeks are like a peach,
She combs her hair with a golden comb,
And sings sn enchanting sage.
A melodious song she sings,

" ] b = s on W
And cambs her tresses longe.

- —

"And sailors in a little boat
seized with fear and woee;

se¢ the sandy shore

the maid they goe
lock to her, the maid they see,

4in ttom of Perdido

sings #~~ The Lorelei,”
Note; These geneltwan could not transalate the song as it Source. A, Newmani, Elberta, Ala,
was sung in thelir singing convention but femnd that K. Annaker, Fairhope, Ala,
this was the best ¢ slation from the German, in which

I'Rl
El‘f:’f. " L. F.Ei

it 1z sung around




Source:
Alfred Newnman, Elberta Ala.
" {irt Annaker, Fairhope, Ala, Sox 214,
Fairhope, Ala.
December 27 '38,

L:F. Evans.,

man FolkS8ong ( see story of Nov, 2lst)

Supplement to stary,

' A

Tane:

DER GUTE KAMERAD
Friedrich Gilmer)

®* T™e Gooff Corrade®

®" I had & god comrade,
He stayed at my side;
When drums cellee for battle
We wmalked in matched stride,
always marched togethe

" Rex He took my hand
While I was loading;

I could not paunge,
For I was shooting.
Sleep forewr -~ My

Anthors Note; Thi: 0 membered from the olAd country, fFfon settlers
- -
ermany, and from Pemn, to Alabmmm,”
roughout the German populace.




Source;

Alfred Newman, Elberta, Ala.

Kur® Armaker, Fairhope , Alae Box 214,
Fairhope, Als,
Yecember 27, 1938,
Lawrence F. Evans,

Elberta Germm FolkSong (See story of Nov. 214t,)

Supplement to story.

L
HERZENSMUNSCHE
TUNE: HEARTSDESIRE, by Wilhemire von Chezh
(1783-1856)

0, how could 1 leaw you,
I love you 50 dear;

My heart seeleth for you,
And wants you 80 Ne&rse

You have taken my heart,
fou keep it divinely,
I low only you,
And you ==~ sublimelye

Blue is the flower
tTis called forget-me-not,
Press it to your heart,
Right owr my spot,

Flowers may die,

But we're rich in love,
For love never dies,

Ti1! we're caught up above,

Were I a bird,

I'd fly to ym now,
I'd fly so quiekly,

To see yor fair brow,

If a hunter would shoot me
I'd fall in your lap,

I'd sleep there forever
In a pleasan® nape.

individuals among the German population
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o o
of Elberta and by the Elbertsa Singing Scocietye.

Note: This samg is sung

Author




10 JUST A PLALN COUNTRY DOCTOR

"Another babdy coming,” called Doc %o his assistant as he replaced
the telephone receivar.

tverything's ready, doctor,” she said, handing him a dullky 1ittle
black bag.

Doc resched for his hat and turned %o me.

"Look, you come along," hé sald; "We can falk on the way."

"Lot me stop and get a magasine to read while you're working."

"Tou won't need 18} you're going to help me."

When we vere in the car Doc cemtinued, "You know, I belleve I
reneuber this patient. I think I came out here nine years ago. It was
one of the toughest obstetrical cases i ever hadj a case of version.
That's vhere the child's head fails to make the proper passage, and the
feot and head are exmotly baskwards. The woman had pains and convuleions
for sloven hours. I thought I wes going to lose them both. I fisally
falled to zet the head right snd had to deliver the infant feot first
vith forceps. Uverything was wrongi but they beth did fine. 1 thisk
this is the same woman, living in the same turpentine camp."

He resched a straight etretch on ths saady road and pressed harder
on the acceleratoer.

"Loaok Dp. Abermathy, ® I said, clinging %o the door handle, let's
start at the beginning and talk sbout what has happened during your life?*
"Sure but there's nothing terrific, I reckon," he replied. "I mm

the won of a Methodist preacher. The male mambers of owr family have

see-gsawed back and forth detween the ministry and medicine as far bdask

as the record goes, even vhen ny family lived in Scotland. Ve'wve

1ived in the South for six generations.




Alsbame - Countyy Docter 2

*1 yeckon I alvaye wanted %o Do a dooter. Yhen I was a boy 1
we slvays ziving sick snimals nedicine and outting into them if thay
2an's pot wells I Sook Swo yenrs of pre-msd work ot Southemm Univer-
sity, But when I got out of there, I dddn't know how I could go shend
vith oy medical studies, You know how poor preachers are,

"“So % get donay for the rest of my course, I went %0 work in
the eireulation departaent of the Montgomery Aqvertiser, Then wy
rranifatiny died, mmd I went home for the fumeral, There, the subject
of v troining vas ddecussed, ¥ell, they all sald 1% wne Just t00 ad)
all exgent my bachelor uncle Will who wes & doctor and owvmed a 4drug
gtore ot Flooaton, Jo made me o proposition to come and live with
nin, work ia e store in the summer, and o S0 school in winter,

"I finished at the University of Alsbema in 1916 ond went dack
$o Tlosaton to help Uncle Will, I felt that I comld begin paying him
baolks and at the come time be getting a 118%le Seaining as an intemms

"Zhe Govermment solved the problem of accoredited hoopital interms
ahip, bdecsuse the Yorld Var came along snd ell youns doctoss wore admitted
as first lisutcnents in the Aymy, ZSone of them were gliwven full oredit
for intemnsidp, md I yas ocne of the fortumate ones. I speat Swo yoare
‘n wrious campe, imcluding Plis, Bearegamd, Dix, Oglethorpe anmd Nervits,
slome with some Lease campes s spike campe, I1'we forgottamn eome of
the csmps novy but I hed plenty of sxperience vith nen's digenses,

fe nlowed the motor as we sopronched a group of shanties, “Must
be the plege hope,” he sadd, "We'll stop snd pee,”

io heard a shrisk inside ofie of the shanties, and he immediately
out of f the moter,

"is 19 1%, all right,” be said, “Come om in,*

"well, look, Deo AL," I protested, *I belleve I'11 Just waldt out

here, I can hoor smough without going in."




AMabens - Country Doctor

"Come one-come onl." he sald with a flash of fmpsticnce.

A fat Negre vomnan met us at the door, Four Negro childrem,
spparently between the ages of three and seven, were scattored sround
the filthy room, A three-lagged stool was beside the bed, where the
midwife had been sitting, She bad sent hor sen two miles S0 telephone,
and ve hed srrived before his retum,

*Dootor, somp'n's wrong,” sald the midwife, "Ah can't do no goed.
You remsembers this wvoman; she's Susan Simpeon,”

"Yeu," the doctor sald, "1 resember attending her, Hov =any has
she had singe?”

"¥ell, ah's delivered five, doctah, and you done bwuzht de fust
one,"

Doctor Apernathy went over to the groaning wonsm, *This neems %0
be mmother cape of version.,” After an examination he tumned to me and
sadd; “very similar to the other one I was telling you abomt, This
should be less difficult, The fact that seversl children have bLeen
born singd then makes it easler for her now,

"Get »0 some clean cloths--cleamn, now,"he ordered the midwife,
"and put some water on that stove %o bdoll; plemty of 14.°

he deoctor removed his cont, turned the lining ous, and ladd s
instrunente on 1%, When the water was bolling be told me o put all the
instrunents in the pan/ He teok o hyperdemic needle with a long point
and Jabbed 1% in the vomsn's arm. I t2ied © 200 the vein wnder hor
thick black skin tut eould mot, All I ould do wvas help him hold her
arm, The patient writhed and groaned until the ansesthetiec took effect.
She locked silently at the doctor through glased eyes,

He began another exsrmination Jjust as she had more convalesions,

The deootor finished ond the sidwife brought ot water in a2 ™sty tia

poi in which he woshed his hands, drying tha on & faded, but clesn




AMabamn « Coumntry Doetor

sugar sack, He walked agross the room and sat down on a woodbox

beside the cobtlk stove,

*"Tou nizht e woll sit down and relan,” bhe told me,

How long? I asked, but bhe only shook his head,

""hen we might as well 20 on with your story,.” 1 said, "You were
still in the ammy, remember, vhen we got here,”

"Well, let ue soe,” Doctor Aberaathy sueed, “Vhen e war wvas
over, ny commanding of ficer offered me a good place in his hospital

in Mianesota, but I'd had mouch of snov and fce, I just couldn®t

socept. Another superior officer offered me a plage as a contrect

furgeon in a small Naw Jersey Sowan. 1 Tinally sgreed S0 scoepd this

one, and before I was discharged, vant up %o look sround, It wes all
right; ut sbout that time I recelved a message thet Uncle Will was elck,
and wanted my hely ae coon as 1 conld come, BNaturally, I zwve wp the
plage in New Jersey and retdmed to Tlomaton,

"tacle had influsnea, and 1t wae six months before he was on his
foot agnin, By that time the State BDoard of Health haed gliven me &
gles@ practice bill, recogniring my Avmy intemship, snd T was Saking
gare of Uncle's praetice. Ny the time Uncle wvas ready to take ovey
agnin, » job came sesking me, Dr, Yelch, of the State Noemd of Hedlth,
peheod 4f 1 would e interested in bDelng sssirtant State heslth officer
for %wo yeave. 1 ascopted immediately.*

The doctor jJumped to his feet and wvas at the bedeide in sn instemt,
although nothing bad attrected my attantion,

"Horry,.” he sald, "Hurry over and hold her feet)*

The foothoard of the bed was 20 hgh that 1 could not stand on the
floor and rench har feet, 5o I poft wp in the middle of the bed snd
propped my back ageinet the foothoard 4irectly behind the doetor. I toek

hold of her foot, and Just as I got set for vhat 1 thought would b




Alsbems « Qountry Doctor

strenuous sxercise, the dector ollimbed offs 1% wes not time yet,
Feoling wvery foolink, I clinded off the dumpy sattress mad weat ofer

80 21t on the yooddox. On secoll Shought I wasthed sny hands, 4drying thes
on a pocket handkeréhief,

We sat for o long time before the doctor spoke sgnin, The house
gyoy dapic and the chlldren dogan vwhispering. The nidwife sent thea
to & nelgiborts houseo, Then ohe lighted an o1l laap with a sscky
fiue, and added pine molts %o the fire 15 the atove, A ehllly wiad
cane through the oracks 1n the walls, and arownd the sastedoard viadow
panes,

"I%'s not oo Dol a9 the first case 1 took onxe of .V She doeter
sald, "She's had more experience, 58111 1t's not the ensiedd thing
in the vorld, Ihe chances are alwaye slis in o onse of vemslion.” Be
spoke as if he wore talking %o himeelf,

"Yhat about complieations, Doctor Ab®

"The poseibilitions are grecter in 2 case of this kind than in sy

other,” e asids “Ehe's stopped having cmwlsions, ¥With the axceptioa
of the position of the infant, there 18 B0 resson why there should be
any other than normal setion from here on,”

50 you qpent twe years with the State Board of Health, and thenm
what?® 1 asked, .

*T g0t married and soved to Foley, and I've been here over sinece,
That's 21) thare iz to the story,."

"Hot by & long shet, man, Your sedical 1ife was really begimning
then, and so was your home life, What about 18, Doet®

"I met Igeille vhan 1 war with the State Board. " he sald, She was
Hies Lucille Hlsgk of Ft. Deaposit, 1 thought she was the sweeteat thiang
in the world, and #8111l &, Yhen she ggveed %o maryy me I felt Ul

i vanted o settle dowm, S ded 2 Srother vho bad timber snd 1lad




Alcbass « Oountry Doctolr

interosts dowm in Bgldwin Coun®y, and when he ssked me to come slong
vith him on & fishing Srip 1 disgovored Feley which was then & 1ittle
toul vith growing peins and possibilities.

"when weo zot married, I remendey the ¢ they dragred an old patlr
of shoes tohiand a Ferd for Wwo tlookas=ewlth me in them," Doe 1aughed,
fe seldon laughed sloud; Just a sorien of chuokles, with his fumny
wrinkles cuivering. I bed %o langh, So0o, becsuse Nl 1ittle bmy window
hopped up and down 1ike & Mehing cork vhen he laughed, e rem'nded
»e of zy childhood idee of Sants Claus,

fis lsugh died oo suidenly a8 it bad cone, e was at the bedaide
bafore 1 knew whet was happening.

1% vas time.

e motioned me Lo tnke Wy position beck at The foot of the bdad,
he nidwife stood by with s pan of stesmming woter and some cloths, Soné-
whare ghe had found s clesn sheel, yollowed with s, She spread 1V
over the m Schwork guilt that coveresd the patieat, The doctor's hands
vorkked swiftly under the siwed,

Beads of perspiration oz her brow, the wvoman lay still exoept for

an oceasional muscular contrection tie § ook hor Body. A} guch times,

sy bhands slipped om her large an¥les. A lov mosn came from the potient
a8 the doctor hrought a2 gray and red vundle of flesh from under the
sheet, I d4ié not look again,

A 7aint seving struck ny ears, them a regounding smack brought
a vory life-like wall, "he nidyife Sook the infant and garrying 1% %
the woodbex, bagsd dathing 1% tn the rusty tin pam of steaming waler,

The doctor Tintshed his work and steopped off the bed, I got down,
wenting to go out the door, Wl thouckt better of 18, 1 wuld have
washed my bhamds, Wut sverything was belng usad.

Doctor .bemmathy took some instrmmants Trom the hol walter andl o=

tummed $o the bedeide, He vorksd for geveral minutes, and them, while




Alahams - OCowntry Doctor

weshing his hands, cave instructions to the midwife., 5he was grimning
at the nevbors daly, paying little attention to the docter. Onee more

he went %0 the bed mad felt the mother's pulse, looked in her eyes and
mouth, save hey & pill %o swallow, and then began putting his instruments
in his dag.

"Tou stay with her tonight and ¢all me in the momning.* he said %o

the midwife,

"Clgavette?,” he asked mo, as he fMipped Swo from his onse, 1

looked =t the now baby while the doctor was lighting his omoke, It wns
asleep in the guilt om the woodbox,

"It's & fine boy," the midwife sald,

"Hame him Mloyd,” I suggested, "That's the doctor's name.” ke
grinned 2% me btut said nothing, The mother slept,

Vhen the dector tumed on his way out and Sold the woman %o Sake
good care of the mother and child, that was the 1ast I heard of the
obatetrical case, I was definitely #lad 1% ws over,

"Well, sir." he saild, vhen wo wvore in the ¢ar again, “when I came
hare sixteen yoare ago, there wvasn't such a thing as & »odd; Just a
tradl and o rough one at that, 1've ridden horses, buggies, and Nodel
T' all over these piney woods, Sandy tradls used t Mive ne the
digkens., Nearly every time I storted home 1'4 get s tuck,

"Cnoe 1 was going %o ¢ 2 meumonis patient down in the Niflin
aeighborhood and ot stuck in the mud, It we three hours defore I could
got ssay %o see the patiemt, I lost that patiemt, But 1% wae uswal ly
vhen I vas returning that I got stuck ia the mud or sande-mostly sand,
food rosds have changed lots of Shinge. IBringing badies %o the werld
vas & big task sixtecn yoare =go But nov most pecple come S0 ny office
snd go to the hospital; Nedicaleselence and rapid transportation mmd com-
munication have Mininated lots of hasspds,




Alcbeama - Country Dogtor g

#1 started to count the dables I had helped inte the wvorld the
other dey, But something came up %o stop the conmt, I%'s a large munber,
though, I put thedr Birth in a 1ittle Dlack book, snd always send &
birthday card to esch of them, It keeps myoffice assistant uay wvhen
ahe hee nothing %o do. The other day a pretty young lady, Fifteen or
siztesn, came into my office, threw her arms around me, and kissed ne,
saving, "I'11 bet you don't imow who I sm,' Well, T dddn's, Wut 1
found sut that she was one of my bables, The femily had been living
in Califerais since she was three years old, I had seant her a brthiay
card every yeor, Tou imow, I didn't nind thet sort of remesdrance a
wet.' The &octor chmokled agmin,

As wo were gotting inte towm I looked at ny wateh and sow Siat we
had been gone four houre.

"We'll run YW the office and see Af there's anyone walting, "the
dogtor sald, " snd thenm we'll go over %o the house snd est. You've
errned your supper,”

I sald nothing, but I didn't feel as if I would be able So eat,

vhen we arrived at the office, 2 11ttle man vith blood all over
ha hood sat there Doding s feoe in his hends, e 414 not look wp
when wve enter-d,

Across Trom the mah sat 2 large wvoman who looked more like a faymer
then the mwam 444, She hod large sagular lands snd & bony faoe,

"I Mt him over the head with a shovel,” she explained %o no one in

particular, and then added ae an afterthought, "He was drunk,”

"Come in," sald the doetor, "we'll hove a lock at 1.7 His volce wae

cheerful aé he motioned »» in with the couple,
In the beck room, Doctor Abermathy secated the man in what looked
14ke & barderls chaldyr., Be svitched on & 1ight over the chalr, washed

his hends, and began axsmining the wound, I sav & masty locking lager-
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ation om the 114%1e man's hend, and o bump Yhat appeared as lavge as
2 Yaseball, While the water was heating over Doc's spirit lomp, he
1244 out a scalpel, & razor, a paky of aedigal scissoms, bandages,
pdbegive, and reached over $o a glass-anclosed shelf for two bDottles
of fluid vith long scientific names.

The 1ittle wan was o8ill silent, He 414 not aet drmk,

fhe woman said, "I told Ma if he over come hose drunk again I
ock bin in the head with m axe, but I coulidn®t find the axe, oo I
grabbed ¢ shovel.” The MWood had run dowm on the 1ittle ssm's browm
shd rt,

The wounds must have besn inflicted several hours emrlier, and mo
firet ald hed beem glvem,

“I told Aim," the woman started again, The doctor glanced uwy from
outting the 1ittle mam'e haly, and she atopped taliking and stoed in
the comer. Do¢ washed the wound with a bhot towel, sooped mnd lathered
the hoad, and shaved the entire top and both sides, With a sealpel, he
bagan working on the lmge tump. The patient ralsed wp stiffly, squireed,
and sk lover in the ghair, The dogtor motioned for the woman and me %
hold his zrme, He gpened the wound %o resove the et d dirt, swabdbed 1%
with lodine, and drained 18, The 11t%le sam gritted his teoth and pere
spiration Wwoke out on Mg forehead, Vhen the dostor bdegan taking stitches
the patient grunted spch time the needle plerced his flesh,

"1 %ld hin, " the vouan begen onoe morTe,

‘“Suppose you wal$ in the other moom, " snid the dogter. “"Everything
is 2ll right now, snd wo'll e Shrough 1o o fow sinutes, HNe finished

sewing the wound, bandaged the sealp, sad helped the man out of the chalr,

"Gone beck tomerrow at four o'cloek,.” he said,
"Tou 4idn't sek the name, Doo, Do you know them?"
"o, 1 dm't tow them, but they'll ' baok Stomorrow.”
After wmahing hie hands bhe wrote something in a 11ttle Black book and
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Metrodlets wo Juot never worried sb utl belonging to the seme churgh
end 1% worked out all right, Ve don't go %o cimreh 50 much s wo should,
but we take vart in all the sotivities that we are shle to suwpord,

You kmow, I begen from the firet giviag 2 tenth of the first paynent
for my seorviesa %o the ehurech, and I've been doing 1t ever singe, 1I'm
Just & vlain comntry doctor; as the sountry people say, I'as the mam with
the 1ittle black Pag.' I'm no good ot sy speeial dlsense, no good ab
any specisl opeyetion, Just a pluin countyy doetore, But 1I'we delivered
2 10t of Debion, Wy work i¢ jJust falr, and there are better doctors,

Mut 1 have had pationte vith me for sixteen yerurs,

*I've bemn fortumnte smough to held o Job for four yeors a9 contract
surgeon Tor the leoeal Civilim Conserwetic Comps then the lands enroll
they are honlthy, sud it's ny duty to keep them thot way, 1 go dowm every
morning =2t six o'clock for sick enll mnd efay about mn hour, Trectomt
eonniets mostly of fivet ald, enving for colde, athlete's fool, and dote

for such éisenses pe pueumonia snd diphtheries., A commy first aid san

onlle me i csse there is something e canzot hendle,.”

"Iisten, Doe," 1 urged, “you haven't told me zbout your wnusual cases
yet.”

"They're all wmsual, 3ut I'11 tell you sbout a strutgze accident
ense that ocourred chbout slightesn years ago defore I came to Folay. A
lnd wme beating his way somewvhere on a freight train, Ne slipped snd
fell under the traln, md had Yoth legs out off near the trunk, Yo hrried
bim % a hospital, vhere e found thet he had o 171ty chance, Waile
he was in a delirium thet night the surgse stepped frem the room % enll
for alp. He tried %o got wpe The sirnin ws %00 much on hig heard, ond
i% Just stopped beating, Yo hed g Aiffioult time loenting his relatives,
but finally found thet his sother lived in Comnectiont, Ve vired Jor ®

ask what %0 do vith the body., She wired beck that she 2in't cnre vhat
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sndd, "lat's oo home and see if we oan find something %o et "

then we resghed the house, li-yeer=old Mary Fell opened the door,
fluns her oves 2%out her father, and kissed him on the forehead, S%11
vearing plztaile, she was growing wp, tall and steaight, She tock ouwr
hnte,

“Whare's Tomy?®, Doc nsked,

"la's ngleop: 1t% fer past his bedtime,” replied Hre. Abammathy,
goming Trom the Sadhe voom to greet us, "I dlda't imow we weare geoing
to have company, ut there's emough for you both, I'1I1 male enffee
and you osn have it with desserd,”

Doc sished s ve sat dowm ot the table, “This doeter's 1ife gets
pretty humdrum, ® he sadd, "Peliverias, tonsillectomies, fragtures, lao-
srationge=one boge down, An gppendectony i1s a high-wateor mark for a
country doctor, Sizteen years I've put in on thie Fiedd with no kale
to show for 18, md not much sgliomee laft, Mt vhen I came here, wonen
vore faring 1ittle better then mnimals at ahildbirth, I feel betber
about that,

e hrwe £ 114t1e money made by careful masnagement of inherited
sroperty., bt truthfally, T have sode 118t money from ay regular
pregtice, Tou see, zhout ninety preent of my patidalts are farmere
apd thelr familics, Sometines thay are umable %o my thelr dMlls for
yonrs, end scome never get them padd, If they should pay ae quiekly
a® o doctor is expegted to ansver o oall, then wo'd be sitting pretiy,
Put erope 2o agninet formers about Fifty peresnt of the Sime,

"Hut I vas Just thinking the other day thet the Iord has bDlesped
us. JI%® always found ingpliration in the chureh, Something my dad
tought me %o 4o was ¥the, I'we alwveye done that, Seens that the
Lord Viesses people in morve ware then me vhen they Sithe, Iaeille

tithes %0 hear chureh, and T So nine, She's o Peptint and I am o
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we 424 with 1483 she Addn't wvant 18, The rallsosd finsl 1y took the body
and buried 4t on the right of wvay. he wvas one of the for wnnatural
mothere I ever heapd of,

"Thde was another cnee I remeonber, Wall, shout ten yrors aze a
Negro womels byonght a twelvesysar old boy in and asked me %o look at
his hoad, Fe had n sealp disease, and the beed wvas so swollen that 1%
1ooked 1ike a blsok balloohs I lanced his sealp and found 4t faull of
s, Je had to keey coming to me for monthes, snd every Sime he came
his mother Yrousht a 4 imecor a quarter, saying thet she lnd no move,
g hesd wvas out wntil there was not sn inch vhere = sealpel had not
sntered the skin, Mut he finally got well,

"AfSer thaf, the sother case in every month or 8o and brought »
dise., She kept this up for years, 1 doa't Imev how many times she
gane in, or how much cthe brought, for I never keopt books on 1%. It we
to0o inslignificent, Then last Saturday she ¢ome in vith FIf%y emnte,
and nshked ne she gave 1% %o me, "Doctah, how such me' doee I owe youl!

"ildved, youlve boan & falthful persen adowt peying your debts,'
T said vithout looking in sy botks, ‘I think that the fifty omnte
vill poy ue I full, and se I'11 give you a receipt, Wy the vay, bow
i2 the Doyt 'l heven't soen him in several years,'!

“hectah, I don't knew how dat boy 1 Re's beea in de Joil house
in AMMlsnta Tor nigh onto two yoars now,'

"14ell, I'n soryy about that, Nere, thoush, 1ot me write you o
regeipt,!

"Whem T sot through writing the recelipt, 1% read, "Fay %o the ondoy
of M{ldred Mason, ten dollare.’

“"How Mildred,' T enidd, "you take thia %o the san at the window
in the bank, and 2on't cone Yack hare unless you're slok,’

"Tou know,” aad thereowas a Dig grin on the doctor's feoe as Mo

told this, "Hildred came back imn the aftermoon vhen I vasn't in snd left
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the ten dollars with my secretayy, %lling her that 1 bad mnde »

slstake. Jan't Sieat one for the bookl®
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A BHALL TOWN DOCTOR

"

"Well, I haven't had any terrific experimeces, not in the line
of duty, but I'1ll tell you sbout my greate-granifather. Ne vas
& Nethodist Prescher,” said Dr, Ayeraathy. "Ve'vs alvays besn preachers
and doectore.

He hod o elirouit back in 162% known zs the Pasesgoula Clreuit. IS
vas & large one and must hove taksn 1o part of Missliselpp!l and Southewn
Alabama. All this coumntry was a vilderngss Shen, e Sraveled hie
gireal t on horsebasik with his 3ible and saddle-bags for canpmy. Stovping
one uight in & woods %o make comp he was surprised snd set wpon b &
saall zroun of Indisne who wvere camped nearby. He had a fine Wuffale
robe which he uwsed agninst ®1d weather in the dagtine and a3 2 Ylanket
2% nlght, and he som sav that the Indiasnsbhraves wers after his »obe
nore than they were hia scalp. They tock him priscner and led Mn
before their chief, The Chief's eyes 118 uwp when e sav the robe snd
he hed %0 wait patiently while they talked at length cs %0 vhat the
fate of the minister should be.

"My great-grandfather oould epeak none of the Igdian langueze
gnd 1f the Indsas could speak English they gave o avidense of 1%,
Certainly they paid mo attantion 9 his plesas: As 2 final resert w

groat-grandfather decided to try Masonry with the Indiase. He Degsa

meking signs and wsing Masonie lig'n.ﬂ:p‘_. To hie great delight the

i L,

Indian Ohief resronded immediately. R drthn began & long discourse

vith the young bSraves, telling them that he was i bhosor bound to Proe-
tett The 1ife mnd property of a brotiery and that the wvhite man vas & Nason

28 well ne they weore. Heo %0ld them that they should do him no hamm ¢
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The braves wers sstonished at their cidef (and so wes the presachey) Lat
they abided Yy his decision snd the minister slept in the tepre of the

[
ordef in verfect safety thet night, In the moming the chief ml&d-ﬂ

- i* »
VA . i , 3 e e
to EyEiRiStH® in broicem gl ish snd Sold a surpPising gtntrﬁw;ﬂ—"

e PSP, The Igiiang were Masons long befofe the wiibte nen come
into thde mart of the world, he saldd, "he two becane greet friends nad
rendered ench other assictange through the reat of thelr lives."

Dr. Tloyd L, Abernathy lesned Lagk in Ms office swivel chalr and
a far smy look remsined in his steely gray eyes, over 3 l'cf. an thateh
of bushy browe Jul oult 1ikes & potch of sage brugh over a Ganyon wall,
Nis broad, MMgh forehead is cTounedc with sparee and graying senfdy haldw,
the whole atop & palr of athletic looking shoulders riving the appmaranoe
of strenith of—suswee: snd dotermination,

Surroundings in his cffice show a singleness of purpose Soo, the aim
of seyving needy people with profesélional akill, There 18 & 42y bed on
the snat side of e room and on the.mall above 1t hangs a large f rame

"J-r.

with glass coveriag the inseription, "IAplomSeses shis o cortify ==
Moyd L, Avernstly == gcomnleted Lhe preseridad «=- 18 now a Jocior of
Medicine.® There :ﬂ;n proat donl of writing on the ddploma and U DNane
of the University of Alabsme and the sigature of the Praaidont of the
niversity et ml’ out 1n 012 letters. *a Troat of the chaidr where
Doctor Abernsthy sits, an old fushioned rell-topped dosk 1s stogked with
a noat and orderly srrey of papers, sagasines, sand the ezeentinl 8 comuon
ts moat of flces. Abowve the desk hangs a huge colored calenday wvith a
seture of Dryce's Conyon imn Utah, HNetween the degk anf the dror leading
inte the opersting room ‘n the south stands 2 laree sexle, it 10 &
sndicsl affalyr and his = spindly eylindricsl dody, Two windows on the

wost slde of the room face the main sinsss streat of Folay., JeSwveen

the wirdows a smell dut stundy takle holds a set of bably soales and &
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14ttlas Lassinet, The north wmll hes = doer Yo ming inta the reception
ssam and bealnd the door sre three theives af %o g1l smevelomadinge,
iisenges and one om trepinal Aligseases,

swsracines ares on the shelves, A olsin linolewn T™ag

athey articls of fumiture in the room delng

, of a Methodlist preacher.
there 12 no toun T it eall homs,
ativills, Alshoma, wvhen iy fajher was in chawge of
¢ Omardh., My fathar's name was Thomme Y. NQeraathy
od an unzle, ¥. L., was a sedicanl docter liviag at Fionaton, My grande
fathey wes s medicsl doctor also. The male mendars of the family havé
sad-saved Dock and forth betwesn the minlstry sud medicine as far baock
as the record roes vien my sancestors lived in Seotlamd. Wy groat-great-
Test-grandfather cane %o the southsra sart of tide conntry when 1% was
s841l unsettled., Ye've lived in the south sinece.
"0id I alwaye wat 5 be s docter? Yes, 1 reckon 1 444, Yaem 1
was & boy I was alveys giving sick snlmals sedicine and outting ints them
if they dida't get well} snd Shed podicel »ractice seemad ®© be in the
blood. After I finished the usual grade and high school with no high
ks sad no mriloulsr distinetioen of say kiad, I wvent to Southera College
at Greensbors wnd took dwo yesrs of pre-med work, Southern has since hean

consolidated with Owanton Collepe and the Swo gahinols became Siraincshsm

Soutem :‘:allﬂmr,of-w It's one of the Methodist denominationsl

colleges in Alsbana,
"Sut vhen I 2ot out of Seuthera I d4ida't kmow Low 1 oould go shend
with sy sedical studlies. TYou Enow hov poor preachars are® snd he afided

thoughtfully, "It's a good thing. It keeps thea humble. There seemed
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50 way for me %0 continue without working swhile firet snd eseving money

for the rest of the course, 5o to work I weat, in the ¢irculation de-
nartmaent -~ the Fnn ry Alvertiser. 1 hat - "0 whe rever t.}..ff-y cent

circulation of
Jothan on the Job that oy greadl retumed home for the
At hame the subject of my tmining to be s doctor wvas dlscusced.,
roc 1Yl L . . | : , He : Yyoere for me %0 eam
pd cave money %0 © a1l d 1% wes just
too .4 « all except my uncle dogtor and Also owned
d ro. propesition te
nd on holiidaye
roperous thing fo nim to do ut
strurzle for us Lo shinic, -”"’.-"H"\'é-'-r.
boan sorry of the iition he made me, 1
1ived, slept and at Wth iy Uncle Will, vorked 1 } drug store, assleted
hm in firest-aid cesen an ag suelh benefited in my school work. In the

iniversity of Alsbama, 1 beliowve I applied ayodlf to the atudy of medicine

to the axgelusion of evervithinge slase,

"IScaugse 1 wne going %o school on rroved money, 1 could g-._kf‘+"-.

petive part in & 2reat many school events, 1 felt that Unele 11 showuid

g% hig monay's wvorth, 1°'11 give you an exsmple; I lived several siles

out of Tuscslooes and hnd % oy o conaiderable amownt of carfare and Iin
the house where 1 lived I found an old didapidated bloyele,

rllo-ed = have 1t repaired sad by spending six dollars

transportation that lasted me throuchout sy entire four years in

the Univer '!. t'i'.

v

1 fintahed 1n 1916 on ont gk %o Flosamton te Ml v Uncle M1
in his medieal practice an R e dmg store, i felt that 1 comld

gin paying him back in tds vay snd until I sede g 1ittle nore poney

noting as intemme nd pgetting vaid,
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*HSefore 1 coul ctually pm gtice medicine slon 1 wuld have %0 nerve

:n lanterne in e pocredlted hospitel, ut the govermnent

e
|
“
3
D

alved the probdless in 2 ghort time, e orld Yar came alons and sll young
doctors re admitted ng Tirst Meutensnts, MNest of thes were ~1loved
eredit for the time thay served ut some were iven full credit of intern-

aldp sad I wvas one of the fortun:%e onea,

— -
"o, 1 d1dn't get over gese but 1 saw plenty of actual service on
"
tids glde., The influense, you remenber, was one nf the worst plames
this country ever went through, Beslides, there were several other scourges

ond 1 saemed t5 be in the nidat of them 2ll, I spent Swo yeurs in wwrious

caore incliding Plke, Hesuregcard, Dix, Oglethorpe an ;19.-—1-13.‘ slone with -""'
somé base camps and spike campe,. 1%e forgoiten some of them now. Sus
1 had ploaty of &x erience with men = igernnen,
"“Whet vere ny most peculiar experiences? Well the $'s hard %o say.
hey were all pveculiar. A funny one occurred while I wee in Camp Neauregard.

N Oamp was t“...':'-;r":-':.l'itil‘t!’!-'.' on acecount of influsnss. A Regro soldier vwho

had not beent in the army lone came % & suarxd and, "Cep'n sub, AL vants %

he crmp iz under quarantine, you can't go home, ' scid the guamd,

"“"iut Cean'n suh, Ah's been heah elx weecks and Al nte o g0 Lhome,

""Hothing doing.® ssd 4 the Ousrd, "you get back to barracks,’

'look Cap'n suh, Ah's got & mammy in heaven, a daddy in hell, and

wife in lovisione snd AN's ponna see one of ‘em tonight,."

‘With that the corpam 1 of the gvard war czlled, He toock the Negre
to the of flcer of the day who listened to hie story. It was m good tiat
the Negro went home,*

There vas & Tapeavay look in Doctor Abemathy's eye snd he stopped

talkine. 1 walited for him to contimne snd the telephone busged on the

desk. interrupting both of us, As sooh a8 he hBad shswered vith 2 "Weollo*




A Bnll Town Dostor S

he pushed 2 buzser on the desk and Miss Miller apperred from the regeption
rool in the front of the wuilding, Mas Mller 19 gecistant S0 Dr, . Aberantly
and %0 Dr, Beasley, demtist, scrovs the hall,

"Chstotrical case,™ he snid Driefly t Niyos Mller,

"Iverkthing®s ready, Doctor,® Miss N{ldr cald aes she wvent quickly inte
the overating room reappesring vith a bulky little black bag,.

oo reachad for his hat and his g and was 2lmost out the door,

"Well,* I seid, "1 guees I'1l have %o cowe beack for ay story.*

“Iook, you come along with me,* seld the doctor, “"There might be
a sood story in this for you," I Jumped at the opportunity, thinking he
would continue Salking while we were riding %o the ratient’s hose, 1
eould valt 1 the ear while he went about the metter,

*Ist ne stop and get & magazine to resd whils youPre working.®

"Tou won't need 18, you're golng %0 help me,” snid the doctor,
I 4i2a't oy snything but I thought several things snd wome of them
gere not nice. Imagine me helping deliver a balyy! Bahl, the doctor was

Joking.

"There wvas apother fnny incideat in a camp where lots of nen were
dying with the *Mv '}_ snid the doctor, whean we were out of the ity limits
and e nesntration or driving was net = 4ifficul s,

"Ihe soldlers were dying 1iks flise. “ne night a2 death wvateh of
two boyw sat beside the feverwymciad body of a dying soldier, The man
iiad Defore nidnight mnd the two lade on uty erlled for a short relief
® they sizht got 2 tite %0 et before continning the all nizht wmtch vith
the coroee, Another medlecal officer and 1 were making the rounds vhen we
camd %o the tent wvhere Shis soldier Ind died,

"“Where's the desd man?® we asked,

"They ala't no dend nean hesh,' seid the tall Tennessee mounteineer

who ws on Suty.

"1 onmined the manm in bed =nd found hin glitting with pillows propped
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behind his back., Mis hands were across his chest and his ayes were
sropped open with match sticks betwean the 1ids, He had beoan dead for
gonatinme,

"The *81d Mem? wouldn't 1ike thias ss & Joke,'™ I'-ntd. “‘Ties =an'e
been desd for two hours,”

"1Lioutenant, do yn"mm the t man's dead?" aaked the startisd
mountaineer,

"1Sure thing, he's otiff, " 1 sald,

"Thove was & wvelrd shrisk snd 2 blur as the lanky seoldlier went out
af the nuntent. s had 2 zood 1wk and went %o eall the Cornornl of
the Ouard, They found the tall soldier from Tennesses in New York Cily
the naxt day, eixty siles mmy, He wos in a daze and « had %0 pus e
ts bad when we retumed., OFf course the death wateh had parpetrated the
hﬁ*fm the reliaf, hoping So mawve some fun:}

;"'ﬁ/r logtor relapsed inte silance for a long period of time, Ve Tode
-
alongs through the piney woods and felt the chill of winter,

"You inow I bellieve I reomesber t'ie patisat wo are going %o atiend now,
I think I come.out here nine years o, It was one of the toughset obatelte
rice) eases I ovor had, A case of vﬁrwiin. Th=t's vhere the child®es head
hae falled to make the proper pa:-age shd the feet and head nre exactly
baciovards, Labor pains falled to belpy in Shia cese, The voman had pains
snd comvulsions for elevem howrs, 1 thought I was goling %o lose them both,
I finally failed to get the head right and had to deliver the infant feete
first with forceps. Sverything was wrong. Mut thay both did fine, Think
tide 19 the 2ome woman, living in the same turpentine camp,. Ihﬁ't boen
here e she sot woll., Must be the place here, ¥e'll step and see,®

Boctor Abvemmatly cut the motor off and wve heard = shrisk inside of

the Surpentine shanty.

“he rizht nlace al)l right, Come on ia.*
"Sell, look, Doctor AbD." I shid. *I belisve I'I1l Just waill out
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hare. 1 oan hear enough without going in."
“Con® on, come on," 14 the doctor s Af he meant 4%, 1 pob
sut of the car end wat with him,
fat Beere vonan set us st the door, There were fowr He: o
ehildren seattored around the room, They peemed o be bhetwean the a;, 09
af three sl seven, The nlace wae T1lthy. A thme=loegred ﬂt{'-iﬂl *..o‘u‘;ﬂ'*f‘
bealde the bed where the fet midwife had been si:ting. She had nent

her aont Swo miles down the road to telpghone and we had 2 rrived Lefofe

"Toctah., somepin' 19 wrong," sald the midwife, “sh can®t 4o no
good,* ha looked st the doctor with something 1ike hostfility in her

n

"Tou mmatah boen de doctah dat tended her long t'me =po,." continued

the midwife., "Her nupe's Susan Simpson,”
*Yos, I think I attended her onece,” said the doetor, "Naw oany

s ahe had singer”® A e
ell Ali's delivered five doctah, snd yo! all must 'a done breft

de fust one,”

-

“This,* ssid the doctor % me, "is & case of versifn; wery sinmiler
F} A

to the laat one 1 was Selling yo bout, ut not ne AifTicult. The a0t
that savernl ehildren have been bora sinee then makes 1t easior Tor her
now.” And the doctor went about making a complete exmzination.

"Gat me some clesh cloths « clean nmow,” he said S0 the midewife
*snd put same water on that stowe %o boil; plenty of 1%,

he doctor removed Mo cont, turned the lining out and 1ald hip
. I.{ 5
J“
instruments '-nfﬁ-n-“-t. e told oo vhen the wvater wvas boliliag %o put

all the inetruments in the pane. 1 434, ¥When the sateor bolled he ook

s by ﬂemlc neadle vith & vicked long point and Jabbed it in the arm
/"‘

of the wosan,. 1 tried to find the woln wnder The bDlack siin but I conld

pot. 411 I could do was $o help him hold ber ars. The patient writhed
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and grosned s few mimutes longer until the snsscthetie took effect, thea
resained gquiet., She logiced at the dooter through glazed eyes ut sald
sething, ¥hen the dootor begen another thorough exsminstion she had
convelelons agein, The doctor finivhed mad the midwife brought heot vater
in & pan, The pen was ruaty $in, But she had a clean sugar sack and

the doctor waghid ' ' without sa ing enything and 4ried hie hands on the
foded sufny sack, Fe vent over and sat down om a wood box next %o the
rusty Lfron cook t%ove,

‘You pizht e wvoll come over and o1t down and relax.” he sald,
"How long?" I asked. Put the doctor only sheok his head,

Them we mizht as woll go on with your story. You were a%ill ia
the Ammy when ve got here and you stopped $olling me about i%.°

"ot mo see," sald the dectows "Well, I stayed in the Aray for Swo
yoars snd vhen the war was over ny commanding officer offered me a nice
since with him in Mimnesota, I Just couldn't amccept that slage in his
hosoital Decsmee 1% 12 so cold thers, I had mough of anow and Lee,
Then another superior officer offered me a Job as a conirsct surgeon
in & small New Jevsay Sow, I finslly agreed %o sccept this one and
vefore 1 was dlscharged went wp % look around, It was all right, Ml
bafore I could get s discharge from the Aray I received a nossage Shat
av Unele ¥i1l, in Mlomston, wvho had sent me through school, was sick and
vanted ny belp ae soon a® I could come, Naturally, I gave wp the place in
Fey Jersey and vent %o Flomaton, Alabams."”

"Ny uncle had the fiun' and 1% wvas six nonths befofe he was on hie
foot sgnin, Iy that time the Sgate Board of Health had given me a clean
practioce Y11, alloving me the intemeship I had o ent in the amy and |

was taking care of Uncle's practice, The drug store had to be ul:nd af tor

also and I felt rendy \*h-( out my shingle somewhers =o began mfnc

around for a promising location. BPut vhen I got ready %o go Job sesking
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2 Job came geeking me, Dr, Velech, of the State Senrd of Honlth caked if
I wonld e interested in belng mapistant Ttate Health Officer for twe
yenrs, 1 would and 434,"

The doator jusped to his feet ond waz at the bedeide in am instemt,

I bad Down keening my aye on the bad, %eo, Wt nothing hed atiracted ny
attention,

‘Turry,” he said, Hurzy sad come over hnd hold her feet." It wes an
o214 bedstend with ane wooden leg lower than the other thawe, The backboard
vae -j&lgh I couldn®t stand on the floor and reach her feet, 1 couldn't
git on the elde of the Dod and hold them, #0 I g0t uwp in the middle of the
bed and provped my bdeck against the foot, direetly behind the dostor, OGingerly
1 took hold of the patient's feet and vhen I got set for a bit of what 4
thousht misht be strenuous exercies, the doctor olimbed off, The time we
ot vet., The dootor went and wash®d his hands without sayiag snything, I
folt foolieh sitting there 20 I ¢limbed down from the buapy aattvess and
wont over %o sit down on the wood«box, On seocond thought I weabed ay hands
and Aried them on s fresh pocket handkerchief,

¥e sat for a long time before the doctor said anything again, The
house zrev dark end the negro cidldren bevan 0 vhimper., The negro midwife
sent them of f dowm the road %o a neighdor's house, Then she lighted an ol
lsmp thet had a smoky flue and, with pu.-mui"fmn s larger five in
the cooke-gtove, A chilly wind camw through the ersgks in the wall and the
e etoboard window penes,

"I1%20 not a0 bad s the firet cuse I tock care of, She's had more
experionce., 0t111 1t'% not the easient thing in the world, The chances
are alwvays slim with o cage of version.,” The doctor ssid this as 1f he
wveare talking te kaself,

"What about complications, Doctor Ab.YM

‘Complications are always poesidle in ohildbirth, but thers is a

groater possidility of complicntions in a case of this kind than any
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—

other;, thewgl, Sa ‘s stopped having conwvulsions, vith the exception
& the noaltion of the infant there 12 RO rensoh why there vshould de
any other than novmal action from here on."

%8s wvou spent two yeare with the Stante Foard of Jealth, « and

than whad?® 1 asked, by way of resuming the story,
T o0t merried snd moved to Poleoy end Tiye beom here over ¥1008,
o the atory." anid the dooter,

"Hot %y & lomg shot, man, TYour modical 1ife wves really berimning

snd so wae yveur home 1ife, Tell ne shout your wife, Doe, "

L]

Tt wns vhile 1 wee with the State Dosrd thald I vt Ingille, Ghe

wng Mar lucille Blnck of ¥, Devosit, Alasbamm, I theurht she was the
swnetest thing iz the world, BS%11l ao. When she agreed to maryy me 1
#alt thet I wanted to settle down, 5She had 2 brother vho hed timber
and land interects down herd in Baldwin County and when he saked mué w
cone el ng with Mm onee on A fishing trip I found that Frley was &
116410 town with zrowing pains and pessibilities, 5o we moved to Folay.
Zer brother wns n Mg practics) joker, PFlayed paveral sood jokes om
Jhom we sot married, 1 resamber they dragged an old palr of shoes
stisd o Yord car for two Ylogks « with me in Shewm «." Doc langhed,
saldon lsushed loud, just 2 saries of chuckies with hie funay wrinkles,
spinndng, I Bed % laugh tee. 1 loughed beosuss he 11ttle "bay-windeow"
hopped wp ond down like a fishing ooxke, vhen he lsushed, BHe reminded
e 5f my childheod iden of Senta Clsus,
soels 14ttle belly stopped junping up and cown and his lsugh died
as suddenly c2 1t hed geme, Ne woa 2% the Yedside of the patient before
I ey wvhet wvae haprem‘ag,
1t wes Yioe,

MAehout & word he moticned me to talke my position back ot the fool

of the bed, The midvwife stood by with & pan of sheaming waier snd sone
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clean cloths, Somewhere ahe had found a clesn sheet, cleam although
i1t wvns yelloved with age. 1% was spread over the patoh-work guilt
which covered the patient. The hands of the dooter worked swiftly under
the sheet, his dexterous fingers, although puidgy, moved with adreit
sttion, The woman had beads of poﬂpimtim on bher blask brow Wt she
lay otill exoept for sn ocossional musoular oontraction that shook her
vody, Ny bands would sllp on her large ankles when this cccurred., But
the anseathetic had done 1%s work, I held on fimmly snd locked the other
way vhile a peculiar odor asssiled my nostrils. .Thiﬂ was & lov moan
from the patient, half animal, half hussn, and the doctor drowht a gray-
and-red bDundle of flesh from under the sheet, Them I 414 not look again,
A wes, catty sort of meving hiS sy eare and thent & meounding ssack and
s wail 1ike 2 bDanshee's rent the silence of the sick room. The midwife
took the small clean~logking patched quilt and wrapped the nfsat in 14
snd took 1%t to the wvood-box where she bagsn bathing 1t in She rasty tin
pan, in which the wmter was steaming. The docter finiched Mo work md
¢linbed off the bed., I pgot down mnd wanted to zo out the deor tut thought
better of 46, 1 wvanted %o vash ny hands Yut everything was being used.

he dector took some instrunents out of the ot water and wvent %o
the bedaide., le worked for two mimutes or so and while he washed his
hoide e gave instruetions %0 the bYlack woman whe was the sddvife. e
vas grinning at the new-bom Daly =nd paid 1ittle attention te the doetor.
5o want back to the bed and felt of the patisnt's pulss, looked in her
tyes i mouth, gave her some sort of pill %0 swallow and them begsn pute
ting hip instruments in the little black bag.

"Tou stay with heor tonight and call me in the soming,* he: sadd %o
the midwvife,

"Cloarettel® he asited ne as he flipped two from Rie case. I looksd

at the new baly vhile the doctor was lizhting his smoke, It looked clean




A Small Town Doector 13

and 1% wvas ssleep in the quilt on the woold-box,

"It's & fine boy,"” said the sldwife, speaking to e for the riret
time,

"Some him Floyd,® I said. "Ihat's the doctor's name.¥ The colored
womah grimned at me tut said nothing. The mother zlapt,

Docteor Abernathy plcked up his 1ittle black bag snd storted ocut
the rickety door, Whem he tumed snd told the wonai %o take good oare
of the mother and child, timt was the last I heard of the obstetrienl
cane, He A14n'S pemtion A% to me s the way home,

fell vir.® ssid the doctor, vhen wo were wnder wmy, “vhean I ceae
here siztem yrare age, theres vama't moh & thing a8 2 read; Just a teil
and 5 rough one at that, I[%we ridden horssbock, buwpgles and Nodel T's
all over these piney woods, Sgidy Sralls used % give me the Dokans.
Nearly every time I etarted home 1'4 get stuck,”

“nee I was golng %0 see 2 pooumonia patient down in the HAflin
aeighborioed and pot stock ia the sud, It was three hours bhefore 1
could got avay %o see the patiant,. 1 loat the pationt toeo, Mut 1%
was usually vhen I wes returaing home that 1 got Auck ‘a the md or
sand, mootly sand, Good ronds haw changed lots of thiangs, PFriaging
pabies into the world vas & big task sixtesn years 20 b nov most
people come o ny office and go % the hosplital, MNediecsl sclience and
repid tremsportation and comsunication have eliminated a lot of hasards.®

"1 started %o count the badies I had Drought inte the world the
cther day but something came uwp to #t%op the coumt. It's 2 large nusber,
though. 1 put thelr birthe in a 115808 black book and I slvaysssmmd
s Mirthisy card %o ecch of them, Kesps my office assistant busy when
she bas sothing %o 40, Other day a pretly young lady, Tifteen oF sl

tosn came into my office, threv her arms arcound ne saiid kiseel me, sayiag,

'I'11 bet you don't mow who 1 ami' Well, I ddda's, tut I found out
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she wae one of the bables I'd brousht inte the world, Family had been
living in Califomia since sho vas three years of sge, 1 had csomd her
a Yirthisy card every year, You know I ddda't nind shat sort of Temen-
branoe 2 bit)® The doctor stopped talkias and chuekled again, Yo vere
getting into towm and ! looked ot my watch and sav thet we had bheen
gene for four hours,

"Fe?ll Just mun by the af fice and see 1f there's anyone vaiting
and them we'll 2o over to the house snd eat, You'va sxrned your suoper,”

T szid sothing, but I didn't Teel an if I yould %o adle teo eal,

A 11ttle man with blood all over his fece and dead st in the office

holding Ms face in his wonds, Fe never locked up when we entared,
soross frem the mem asat o large womab whas looked more 1ike a Tarmer
than 4414 the man, 5She had large angular doande sad & boney faoe,
*7 kit M= over the head with the shovel.” she sald So me ome in
particular, And them se an af terthought she u!ﬂl.

"He wee drunk,.”

"Oome in," said the docter, *We'll have & look at 1¢%." Wiz voice uns
choerfil ns he motioned me in with the gounle, There seemed nothing slse@
for me to 40 but %0 go sloag. This degtor dusiness was no ¢inchl

Doeter Abernathy seated (he man in a chaly that looked like n barder
ghair, in the back room, I% was his spemting rocm, Je tumed a 1ight
sn over the chaly, washed his hande and begsn an exnmination of the wound,
The lscerstions on the sealp locked nasty % me and the bump on the 1ittle
sante hesd locked as large s+ a dasshall, The doeter aticed me %o 1igh%
his spirit lsmp and after mush Pumbling I 414 s0. "hile the water wna
hosting he laid out a scalpel, & PaEO¥, & palr of medical selssors, Landage,
sdhesive, and reaghed over on a flasp=enclosed shelf and took out two bdotiles

of fNuid, There weres long scientific nsmes on then mad oo I 4idn't ‘now

vhet was in them, The 11%tle man sald nothing, but he 414 not et drmk,
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The blow sust have sobered him wp,

"T %014 Mn, " aald e wvoman, "Iif he ever camw home drunk szain I'4
Ima:ﬁ Ma in the head with an axe, But I couldn't find the axe so I grdbed
s shovel." She seamed to Do Srying %o Justify hor cotions snd she looksd
at hor hands closely. The 11%%1e man otill salld nothing., The Bioced hed
rn down on his brown shird,

™ vounds sust have besn inflicted severnl hours sazlier and no Mret
ald had been given, It 4Aldn'S seen that one View could have caused tha
wound on top sad the one on esach aside of the head,

"I t%0ld hin «=" the wonan started again. 1 looksd 2% ber and ohe
stépred Salking snd ntoed in the corner While the dcetor at.; rted cutting
the 1ittle man®s balr vith the selssors, He wbled it with a hot towel,
soaped mnd lathered the hesd anld shaved the ntire top apd both sides,
the result deing quite grotesque, If there had beon no bloed I probably
wvourld have laughed, ¥ith 2 sealpel the dootor begam working on the Jage
bump on the 1ittle man'e head, The patient ralsed uwp stiffly. squimmed
akd sank lower iz the chalr %o stay Shere in a tanse position., The decter
sotioned for me to Talke an amm and the woman % hold the othar cne., The
vould hed %o be opemed to goft the 41yt and the rust zut, swabbed with ledine
ahd Arained, The 11ttle man gritted his teeth and perspirstion broke out on
bis foreheed, Fe 2ade no sound until the doctor Bepan taking stitohes,
than he grunted ssch time the needle pumotured the lacerstion,

"I told ha =" gald the vonan, Wut she zot no farther this time,

"SRopose you walt in the other room,¥ sald the doctor, "Bverything
is all right now and we'll be through ‘n a few lillllt“i The woman d4idn't
ilkce the Ldes, hegitated, mnd then want out through the door without
looking back, The do dor finished sewing the wvound, bandaged the sealp

and m:.podfth- san out of the chels,

“Come bDack tomorvow at U o'clock,® he sadd, The 11ttle man walked

inte the sitting room and the steps of twe people slovly descending the
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staizrs to the streei, could be heard,

"You &idn't ask the pame, Doe. Do you Emow them?™

"No, I don't kmow them but they'll be bagh tomoryow,.® he snowered,
hon he hal washed hic hends he wrote something in a 11ttle black book
snd seid, "Let's go home and see If ve onn find something to ont,®

He reng the door bell and Mary Well, the twelve=year-old dsughter
epenod 1%, finging her arms around him and bestowing = Eles on Ma
forehand., St511 pigtallish, Nary Nell was growing up, tall md strright
snd sweed. [he took our hats,

“Susper's waiting," she ssid,

*here's Tomy!"

"Ha's ssleep, it's far peat his Ded Stime " replied Mra, Avernathy,
coming from the dinlag-room door =nd greetl ng us Yoth a2t the same time,
My hand wes being pumped vigorously while she hugsed her sbend with
the other srm., DLuoille wae glad to see 2 vipitor for she seldom leaves
the house., She looked as contented as a kitten aaleep dafore » Tire-
place.

"] d4da't knov we were golng %o have company dut theare's smeugh
for you doth, I'1] make coffee snd you gen have 1t with dessert. You
both sit vight down and degin exting and Mary Nell can walt om you,
the iirl has been gone for two hours, It's & doctor's 1ife we lend *
she explaised smilingly. "Never Imow vhen he's coming home « never
mov vhere he is or if he'll zot beck tomerrow or yesterdsy.®

And Igcille kept talking s she went into the kitchen and degan
seking coffea., She was as good-natured as she wae neat and hnuoftfulr.
A small womsm, she wears her clothing well and her face is the kind thet
shows no wrinkles. Being neither dlonde nor bhrmette, almest anything

looks well on her, Vhen she came back in the diniag-room vith steaming

coffee she had removed her glasses and she looked somehow younger and
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2079 attractive, I hed never noticed before that Inelille was good
looking, "hen I told her so the came over mnd pretended to kiss the
top of ny head,

"he dogtor used to tell e that I was the prettiecst thing in the
world., Mis vork sbeorbds him ¢o that he doean't huave tine to tell me
pretty Shings say more, But he's a good Musband - even 1f he doess sit
and vead for hours in the evenings he's home, and ne dying for soms
eonversation, You see I stay in all the tine now. Fardly ever g0
snpvhere, vhat vith Tommy to take oure of, the house gzirl to look after,
Marxy Fell %o get of f %o school, the extension telephons o answer -
woll, I'z pretty tuay. Wiy don't you come to see me, larmy?* And
Iuelills kept on talkinmg, all in 2 hurry sad running her sentences
topether vithout waiting for an answery,

"How would you 1ike %o be a dootor, larry?" asiced the doctor
vhen he had n chance to say anything,

"the zrase 12 alweys greaner on the othar side of the fence, If
! thought I could do as well s you I% 1ike 41%.°

"Oets pretty hundrum, Deliveries, tonsillectomien, fractures,

lacomtions, One boge down., An sppendectony is a high-water mark for

a Tussy cowntry doctor., Sixtemm r-.-ui 1w put in on this field with

no krle snd not mueh scienge left, Iut wvomen were having bablies 1like
animale when I came here, I foal bDotter about that: Iat's olt om
the sun poreh.® he enid sbruptly.

"Inoille, I wvant % %ll you how such I snjoyed the supper. The
blogk-eyed vons with fresh pork e one of my favorite dishes andl Shere's
ot mach I 1ike better than sashed potatoes., Bven the Jelle vith plne-
apple ia a faveorite of mine, Pverything was fine," 1 sssured her.

Inoille besned on me and kept thaniking me while Doctor Ab ot W
from the table and led the wy % the sun poreh vhere we sat dowm, e
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took & Dox out of the huxidor, passed the clgares to mée ond whean we
were lizhted up he pulled & hassock up for his fest and ceemed So Pelax,
Ve puffed & while in silenie.

"ihis 12 2 well=bullt house Dog, = dld you budld A%T"

"Wes, wo bulls 4t snd we ssill ke 18, It's & convenient place
for us snd ve waichad every plece of lunmber md every brick being pul
in plece. Defore we Wuilt thie we lived in a smell Tour-rcom cottage,
bwo blogks weet of here. It was too small for us when the 1little lad,
Tomuy, arrived. ¥e bought tids lot and fixed the old place up and wve've
rented 1t oub every year sluge, UWe've uilt two more bungalows on the
half block of land we owne® adjolning. Tou kmow, I believe in bullding
good houses and we built these Lungalows well, even though ve 4id tmild
tham for Senants. Take the nroperty ian ¥4, Deposit, - 2 couple of sores
on the south side of town that belonged Yo my wife - there was one 1ittle
sho t-gun house on it and wien the alpbabetical orders came slong (snd they're
good ones) we got an V.lLA. losm on the property and built seven three-roos
frome hounses on it for zemt.to colored people, Ve had them Duilt well,
painted them, put good roofing aad soreens on them wmd they've bean ren ted
reculerly snd pay dividends, acue of the seven being emply simee Shay were
coupleted, Ducille's brother lives in Ft, Deposit sad he locks after the
vental for us., You't take long for the houwses L0 pay for Shemsalves,
They're Just out of the ¢ity and ales the taxes, VWish we were out of the
ity 1izits here., I'= Scotch you kuow." The ides cnme as an af terthought
and with 2 chuckle,

"Maybe I chould have bDeen & dootor afber all," 1 sald,

"Prothfully I have zade 11581e money from wy regular practice, You
goe ~bout nincty percemt of my patieats are farmers sad their families,

Somet'mes they are uwnsble %o pay their Bills for years and some never geot

their bills padd, If shey would pay their bills as quickiy ae & doeter is
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expogted %o spawer o c2ll them we'd be ‘sitting pretty.' But orope

go sgeinet farmers about Fifty percent of the time, I've Demn fortumete

-

%o hold a Job with the Toderal sovermment for four years as & oontract

i

surgeon for e loeal camp of the Civilien Conger vation Corps. They ave
Wmilding a tate Park hore on the OGuly of Mexico., vhem the Iade snrell
they are healthy mnd 1%s my duty to keep Shem healthy, I go down evewy
moming for glek call at six o'clock and stay about an hour, Treateent
cmelsts 20tly of firet-sid, coldsg, athlete's foot, shote Tor such dle-
enges ag punoumonis, diphtheris, etc, There's a good fireteald ma as Wy
assistant, & meador of the cospany and alwmys on the ‘ob, v enlls me

in case there is comething he camnot handle,.”

"y wife and ! both inhoritSed £ 11tt1le proverty ut not mash,

e heve menared %o seve snd were shle %0 do csomething vith he prove Yy
when wo got 1%, Something wmy 40d tought me %0 40 wae - save, And anothey
thing he Saucht me wes %o tithe to my chureh, Y'wve always done that.
Seeme that the lord Ylssses people in more wyes than one when Sthey tithe,
Iucille tithes to her church snd I %o mine, he's a senber of the Baptist
Shuseh -here aad T the Nethefist., Ye Jurt never wvorried about bwlonging

to the same church and 1892 worked out nll vight, Ve don't o S0 chureh
a0 such Yut we take part in 211 the sotivities that ve are nble %o suppors,

"Tou Jmow, ¥ said the doctor affer a peuse, *I gave o tenth of the

firet peysent for my services %o my churoh sad I've bDeen doing 1% ever
ince., I wan Sust thinking the other day thet the Teord has Blessed e,
I'an just 2 pladin country doctori as the gcownt@ry peepls sny I'n the 'man
with the 11t1e Yook Yar.' 1I'n no sood at sny specinl dissase, ne good
at ony wpecial opemntion, Jurt g plein country docdor. But I've deliversd
2 lot of badies, Ry work iz Just falr and there are better doctors in

this vieinity Wt 1'we hod patients with me for sixztesn yenre.* Ne

stopped end puffed on his olznr aviile., I8 wa not 118 and I struek &
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match cpnd of fored

"Listen Doe, you b i 1 wgut your wmeual cases yet,*

"They 're all unususl - e bout 2 strenge accidemt

sase. 1t occurred sbout eighteen yonre ogo bafore I came to Foley, IS

pichtean-yoar-old 1ad wags Yeanting' hile
He slipped snd feoll under the trein
trunk, Yo Imreiesd hinm to & Mospital
that he had o M-Ity chanoe,
L ]
that night the nures stapped from the room
tried %o get up while the war out; and the
heart and 1% Just stopped Ddeating so M
$lme locating hp melatives but Finally found
connectiout, ‘e vired her and
wired dack T
18] The railread
right-of~wey, Thet was sp unuousl o Tor a nothey,*
atory ‘o we sat confortably ia the
Mlle 4n silomoe,
 womal bdrousht 2 tvelvesyenr-ald boy in
i seace apnd the hepd
130k 14ke a Yleck %allcon and rather ro-
and found 1t full of yus, ©e had to eep
ponths snd every tise he come hin mothey
e head vas
not enSered the siklnm,
g everr moRth or so s
for vanrs. 1 Gon't now how meny Tines

brought for I never lept books on 1%, 1T v

t Saturday she come in with LTSy cenSe =
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giving 1t to me sald:

fDoctah how much me' does Ah owe yo'?!

‘Meldved, you've been a falthful persen in paying your debte,* I
said vithout looking in my books. 'I thiak that the Fifty cemnte will
pay %8 in full snd 111 give you 2 recelipt. Iy the way, bow is the Doy,
I hoven't seen Mum in several years?!

'Doctah Ah dosn know how dat boy is, FEe's beoen in de Jalil Douwse
in Atlanta for ndszh m S0 Swo year now.' "And she shook her head,

“igell, I'11 write you the receipt.’

*when I got Sthrough writing the receipt 1t read "oy %o e order
of MWildred Nasom, - ten dolkrs and no cenbs.’

SNow Mildred.' I sadd, 'You take this to the mem at the wiadow in
the bank snd don't come dack here unless you are siek,’

“You know, Bvans,” and theve was a bYig grin on the dector's face,
that Mildred come bDack i the afternoon when I wasn't in and left the
ten dollars vith my secretary, telling her that I hed made a oistaks,
vhat do you know nbout thad?*

*Phat's one for the Yook, doctor." And 1% was,

Doc tor Apernathy takes litile part in the towm activities exvept in
the school, For seven years he has been & trustes and this has brought
Ma in sontact with leading educational people from this couniy as wvell
as over the state, Since Foley is & town where the lafislators of the
state coms for thilr vinter Imating sand swmer fishing eni-weesentidy
ho has met & grest meny leaders of the wtate’s pelitical group and mamy
are his varm friends. Ne'd much rathey talk polities than sedlcine.

Put talkine 19 o far as he goes, with the exception of pleking candidates

2t sloetien time. He has consistently refused to take active part in

aly campal/m, bc& or state but sayr that he has failed only Swice in
to pick winners in sy osmpaign. This reputation hae eemoed

twenty years
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him %0 Yo soucht after for advies though he falls %o conmit himeclf
‘exoept to say "Jobn Doo is my cendidate but I'm Just watehing from the
side 1lines."

At 2 pember of the Apericms leglion and the Nasonic lafre he ketps
e dues paid wp but is 2 sort of YWetander there alse, Fe does nd cave
telhold fratersal of fice or take an active part. Mo feels that Ms
dutieos 28 2 doctor come Tiret md thet e would be unable %o glive his
tine % apy af'fice.

A peuder of the Boord of Censars in the Midwin County Medical So-
clofly, e 19 alse & membar of the Alabamn Nedical Asscelation and of the
Aperican NHedieal Asseclation,

"t I'n not much o Joindng thinge.” he cald, "Vhen I came Jare
this wvas a plonser town and hed "groving' sad "Joiniag paine’ Soth.

There vore 20 many orgsalmations % Joia, and I couldn't Lecause of lagk
of time, I have stoyed out a= & pFRCtion. "

Hgnenber there was an organization with a2 bYg proaoter vhe took me
ic to the tune of one hundred dolre, along with several other citisens.
¥ had a2 banguet and organived the Alsbams Riviera Asseciation, That was
the lsat wo saw of the prometer or the moneay elther, Or the organiazntion,
i quit Joining things snd I deconme g stevard in ny church simply becanuse

there wos 20 one alee o take the Job."

ind with thet doctor Ademmathy indigated that he was writing ‘thil'.

to his Stery., "Sesides.” he sald, "I hawe % go %o ded sarly in order
% %0 on ay Job ot six o'clock 1a the moming.*
it vas uy bedtine %00 and Nys. Abvematly was puttiing NHary Nell to bed when

J0¢ 10% me out the froat door. Ho tumed s switeh md a poverful spotliszht

layed on the steps, the walk, and g the street vhere my oar was puashed,

2/1/39
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