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yellow ,ud to eep de cold out nd de chim'ney WaS made 0 straw and

de same kin of mud. but dem cabins was warmer dan de house~nowad ys.

We idn' ve no ~urniture 'ceptin' a home-~de bed which wae nailed

to de wall on one side nd two le~s ou in de mlddle of de floor. De

mattresses Was de of straw and hay. All de cookln' was done on de

19 open firepl ces hP.t had i~ po racks 0 han! de pots on.

" -~~'sa rationed out de food every wssk and we usual'y ot

a peck of eal. We had plenty of 'taters and peas and other ve etables

dat we growed on de place. A Chris'mas time, we was glve eat and

01as8es to eke cakes. Us a weys had ple y of plain food. And too,

de men would _0 ~uh in' ~ ni ht and come back wid ots of bl~ fat

'possums an rabbits y de dozen, and mos' of de tl.s, dey would even

catch a coon. And ole Ben, a nlgger who had turkey traps, l~e al ays

brin~in' in Iota of dem bi~ fat birds.

Ll De Imen end women' orked ln de field all day, but never

picked a bit of cotton all my life. At night de women would spin and

weave cloth, but I never did learn to do det. Den dey wou d dye de

cloth differen colors, mostly re~ and blue thou~h, an meke dem into

aJ-l ho e"'llde too.

c 0 hes. s chil one lece drese or slip. Our shoes was

eE9a had one man who tanned de leather. He would

take it ~nd pu ib in 0 8 lon trou~h for a on time and den ~atever

was done de was supposed to be done to it, he would take it out and

cut i end IIlVke shoes. U chllluns' hAd shoes saAe as de rolOn folks.
t On Sundeys, ould "'0 to de white ftjlks church. Derswe WIlS-

a shad built onto ~ church And e would si on benches out under de

shed and listen to de preacher. De whi e fo 's would ~qve lots of bl~

tizin~s, but I never dld see no ni ers b~tized den.

1/ Ole ~aa had a bi~ famt ly. threE' boys and six lrls. _y

own IIl8 had ei
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own :a had eight chilluns. Us was nlways healthy and never had 0

have much edicine. 'gout de only thin~ I reme bers ever akin' was

tea made from de roo of de china berry tree. It made ond ea for

worms, but as to be used only at certain times of de moon. My man

also used Jerusalem Oak sped for or s. I never fools wid tryin' to

doctor nobody's chilluns now-a-days, thin_s is all 0 oifferent.

" Iy GrandJote, ,.elinda, Il11d ole Ben and his wife was three

ole osople "~~I' freed lon r ti'le before de \'Tar. When all de nit" era

WI'S freed, ~~sa called em up to de house and tole dem dnt de was

loose O!O wherever suited dem, ut 'lOS' of dem stayed on de plawe

) wo or three weeks, and den one mornin' I woke up and all of dem had

left durin' de night. Iwas de only ni~~er left on de place and I jus'

cried and cried, mostly because I as jus' lonesome for so.e of my own

kind to lau~h and talk wid.

II I don' re ember exactly whet I did after de 8urrender, but

it was about four years afterwards dat I rome to Mobile and I been

since.here ever
t)

I'se a member of de J.:obile Delaware Baptist Church, but I

can't a tend very regular 'count of bein' all crippled up wid de

rheumatisms. I reckon dat ailincr is na ural hou h, cause I been here

a long ime and I'se got forty grl'ndchilluns and more dan dat many

great- ·randchilluns.·
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I
"Kistis," sa Charles Hayes from his porch in

I I Vias a ~ni~ when de war broke out, an' I

Ben Duncan who lived ,,-at Day's Landin' on de

"Karse Ben's house was de regulation

KaysvilleA Alabama,

belonged to Kassa
V

Alabamy Ri~r.

plantation wid

slave quarters. Kost of de things

dere on de plantation, sich as:beds, buckets,
,

used was made raght
1\
tools, soap, brogans,

an' eve'y SaddaYf'K1i.J

Ben was good to

or cotton bolls.

breeches, an'chairs. Our mattreeses was either made outen cornshucks
h,y

Os cooked on an open f~place,,...
us would go to de big house for supplies. Karse

his slaves an' he 'lowed dem to have a little plot of groun' __ nex'

to de cabins whar dey could raise dere own little crop.

"Ky memmy was a fiel' hen' an' my pappy was a mechanic an' he

use to be de hendy man aroun' de big house, makin' eV~hing f'um
~

churns an' buckets to wagon wheels. Ky pappy~useta play de fiddle

for de white folks dances in de big house, an' he played it for de

colored frolics too. He sho could make da~hing sing.
• I

"Os useta have all sorts of cures for de sick people, frinstance,
q./

us used de JerUJs/lem ~eed cooked wid molasses into a candy for to

give to de chilluns to git rid of worms. Den us'd bile de root an'

make a kinda tea for de stomach worms. You know de kinds dat little

puppies an' little chiliuns has dat eats all de food dat go[.s in to

de stomach, an' makes de chile or dog eat plenty but don't git no

benefits flum all eatin'. Horehound, dat growed wild in Clarke

County/was used fo olds. Kullen tea was used for colds an'
<;

swollen Jints. Den dere'was de life everlastin' tea dat was also

"good for colds and .torse int tea dat 18S good for de chil san'
•fevers. COle, Mistis, us niggers had a regular fambly doctah dat
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remediessho nuff down raght Sick, ~t dese

used when warn't nothin' much ailin'

ltended to us wilen we was
7I'S' tellin' you bout us

~
was always to de owners interest, lIistis, to have

us.

de niggers in

It

a good, healthy condition.

When Christ
5

ftDoes I believe in spiri , you sa1;.1 .§bn. I does.

walked on de water, de Apostles was ..... skeered he was
~~,r

but Jesus told dam dat he no spirit; dat he was

dey was •• He toll 'em dat spirits couldn't be teched,

a spirit,
)

as ve as,
t dejJuS,.

melted when you tried to. So, lI1stis, Jesus musta meant dat dere was

sich a thing as spirits.

Atter de war my pappy an' mammy stayed on de Duncan plantation

an' worked on share crops. Dere was a school on de groun's for us

slave chilluns, an' my gran'mammy, Salina Duncan) taught de

bible, caze she was f'am Virginny an' had been learnt to rea an'·

write by her lI1stis up dere.
ten

ftlly fus' wife was named Alice Bush, an' us had '-'chilluns;

"my second one was named Caroline Turner an' us didn't have but eight.

Both my ole dald now, white folks an' I
Q>J-1

stays here wid1flY daughtel,)O You see, my eyes I bt is a1mOs~ gone

day when I was a workin' in de forge, a hot piece of

flew up an' landed in my eye. )Twarn't long befo' it started
? ))

to hurtin' in my udder eye. Now both is bout to give out •

•



eek ending June 18, 1937. -1-

s-26O

-tI~~.,Lary • Poole, 7'1
Identification No. 0149-4366,
Federal h'riters' Proejct, Dist.2.
,iP. Project 3014, Mobile, >.la.

EX-S!'; VE STORY. M~;J~~

(Coml'iled by Mary • Poole.)

Living at 1602 Belfast street, in Maysville, a suburb of ~bile, .Uabama,

the writer locatedrclliarles Hayes who stated he was born in 1860, on the plan

tation of Mr. Ben Duncan, at Day's Landing on the Alabama river, in Clarke

County, and that his mother ~~s Peggie Hayden, who belonged to Mr. Ben Duncan

and his father was Isaac Hayes and belonged to • John Hayes of an edjoining

-

•

plantation.

The Duncan family home was a large white house with tile regulation slave

quarters, in which were beds made on the plantation, and mattresses made of

either cotton on cornshucks.

They cooked in t~eir open fireplaces, getting their allotments from the

storehouse every Wednesday and Saturday nights, and Charles told the Writer,

Mr. Ben Duncan allowed the sl ves to have a little extra patch of ground ad

joining their cabins to raise their own vegatables.

He also stated his mother was a field hand and his father a mechanic and

carpenter and made churns and buckets, repaired machinery on the plantation,

and also played the fiddle at dances for the white folks, or at frolics given

for the slaves •

Charles repeated the following remedies used by the slaves.

The seed of the Jeeui\em Oak, (a weed) cooked with molasses into a candy
~ "

and given children to get rid of worms, or the slaves would boil the root and

make a tea for stomach worms. Horehound, which Charles said~rew wild in

Clarke County, .41abama, would be gathered and boiled to make a tea, for colds.

Mullen tea was good for colds and swollen joints, also tea made from Life

Everlasting was used for colds, and Horse Mint tea for fever. Charles added

the master,
•

• Ben Duncan, had a doctor for his family and the slaves when

they were seriously sick, also had the regular home remedies used on all the

plantations, that it was always to the owners' interest to have their slaves
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in healthy working condition so they were well fed and taken good care of on

the plantations.

'7hen the writer asked Charles if he believed in spirits, he answered,

"yassum" , j~en Christ walked on der water postles wuz skeered, he wuz a spirit

but Christ told dem he wuz'nt no spirit, he VIUZ live, dat spirits cou'd'nt be

tech'd, dey jes' melt'd when yo' tried ter tech dem". So Charles reasoned

this out that Christ meant there was spirits, and they could be seen.

Atter the war his father and mother stayed on the Duncan plantation and

worked on shares, they had a school on the grounds for the children of the ex-

slave tenants, and that his grandmother Salina Duncan taught the Bible, as

she was from Vir~inia and had been taught to read by her former owners in Vir-

ginia.

Charles' first wife was ice Bush and they had five children, his second

wife was Caroline Turner, and both are now dead.

One of his daughters keep house for him. He has almost lost his eyessicht,

which he says was caused while workinb as a blacksmith, and a piece of hot

iron flying up and burning one of his eyes, which later affected the other eye.

BIBLIOG& HY: Personal conversat ion wi th Charles Hayes, 1602 Belfast street,

obile, Alablllllla.
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11& B. Prln.,

"Aunt d.lln., a 1:a11, gaunt, brlght-.klnn.d H gro wo , llT"

on 1'r1. St. Mobn., pa. fh day I oall.d .he wa. nod41 ln a OAn.

bottom rooklng ohair on a 1I'1d. poroh tha' ext ndlld aero.. the tront ot

a cott g alJIlo.t h1dd n ln a groTe at ant oak.. Sh. opened her e;ye.,

whloh were oOTered b;y a palr at .te.l-rlamed gla .ee 11'1 th one len.

4lT cr eked. Th. new. that a ._roh wae belng de tor old people

who had 11T d unng .1aT rT da;y. aoted llke an eleotrlc .hook on the

old woman, who lame41at.ly eat up .trel ht and. dl

'Lor••Ye.'a,1 11be4 ln do•• ~., and I t 11. you 1 '.emb r. all

'bout demo Do come ln and et down. De tu.t wh1t. people I b'longed

to wa. a man nam.d Jon••, who wa. a colonel ln de war, but I 't

tell TaU much 'bout dem, 'caz. I wa. Je.' a 11'1 gal den. I wa. J•• '

blg 'nutt to to" water to d. tl.1' to d. tolk••ukltlng and to n'

d. p. ln de tence to k.ep d. cattle out when dey wa. gatherln' de.

orope. I don't '.peo' TOU know. anTthlng 'bout do•• klnd at teno ••

DtT Wall built at rail. d when d.y _. It th.rln' d. orope dey J,.'

tuk down one ••otlon at de t no., .e de wa n. could t through.

'A'ter d. war brok•. out 01. 1.t.r Jon•• went ott to hit, and

I '.e bera de daT he let'. H. oom. to d. tlel' to tell all de han'.
goodby., wld a blg wh1til pl • on hi. hat. Dat wa. ln BollTar County,

Mi••l.s1ppl. A'ter 01' .ter Jane. let' tor d. war, d.n de n1 ger.

drlTers 'oberseer begun to drlTe u. 'round lack droTe. ot cattle.

T rT t111 dtT would bTu d. Y ee. • 00 1 d.;, would tak. u.

out ln de wood. and h1d. u.. rlnall;r de;, .old UI a'ter oarrylng UI

awa;, trom Boll~ Count;,. Bome at UI .ae lold to p ople ln opolll,

Ala , an' Atlanta, Georgia, an' • to tolkl 1n lIerl41an and
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Shubut., uh"lppl. X 4on', aJI1 -.re knoll' .bar ., own tollt•••nt

to dan you 40...

"X ' ...ber••tore 1 .Ying 01. Kl.ter Jone.' pl.oe ho. dey

grabb.\i up .U d. ohl11un dat ••• too 11'1 to ••lk d puttln' u. ln .

II'.gon.. O.n d. old.r tollt. d to. "'.llt, .nd d'7 _roh.d all day lon •

n at nl t d.y would .trlk. 0 • X hal lIan d. :roun n! g.r••hat .•••

11.bl. to run ••aT .ld dar. l.ge ohaln.d to • tr•• or d... n wh••l ••

)' would rake up .tra. and thro.. unt ob"r. hit .nd U. dat .aT

all nl ht, ",hil. u. ohillun .lep' ln d....gon••

"Wh.n u. 00111. to d. big rl" r .t Datlopoll., Al.bau, X ' ....b.r•

•••1n' d. b~g.t bo.t. d.r., .nd d'7 ••1d 4&t d••0J.r•••• goln'

••aT an. deDI. Hit ••• ln poU. u..... ,old, d ••an lUUII. N.d

ColUn. ot Shubuta, U1ululppl, bought II••

'Aunt' Ad.lln•••1d that tha hou.e. the .~..... 11ved ln on the

Jone. pl.ntatlon .ere board bpu•••, and that Mr. Jon•• own.d • blg
•

pl.nt.tlon and lot. ot .la...... She ••1d that th.y had ~III de b.d.,

nailed to the 11'.11., .lth uttre••, ...de out ot .huok••

Att.r haYing b••n .old to Kr. Collln., ot Shubut., ••1••lppl,

"Aunt' Ad.lln••ald that 11t rt hard,.not.o uoh tor hereelt,

t.he • ho. hard tb. oth.r .1 ork.d. Sh... tb. hoUII p'rl

d helped olean bou.e,. b eU.h•• , .nd take oar, ot the ohildren.

Aft r t1nhh1n that .ont, eha had to .pln thr .d. Eaoh 4&7 ab would

ha... to .pln .0 many out" d lt .he 41d not tlnl.h the re ulr d

nu b r, ahe .... punllbed.

8he ld that her 1Il1.tr••• k.pt the tln! h.d .orlt on top ot •

lar • II'.rdrob , .nd 'Aunt" Ad.llne ..ld that )' t1 •••be would

.t••l • out ot thr".d ott of that II'ardrobe to compl.t. tb. daT'. t ••k

to ke fro beln pUn! bed.

AI .b. gre. older ah. 41d .... to go to the tleld .nd plait oot-



•
Alabama • :5 •

ton. "Aunt" Adellne do • not r m mb~r lt pl .aantly. Sh a&1dl

"I Je.' tea to b to welgh anything to4a7,' ~e I ' ...ber•

• 0 .ell dat oh 4a7 dat de .lay ••• g1yen a oertaln number ot

pounda ot ootton to plck. When .elghing up Uae oo.e and you didn't

hab de n ber,ot poundl a t al\lde, TOU ...y be sbo' dat you .... goln'

to be .hupped. But hit ....n't all bad,tlm • 'oaze u. dld hab plenty

to e..t, '~peo\..lly ..t hog killin' tlme. Dey .ould hab da¥a ob hog

kilHn' nd d 1I1..,..a .ould bake dere bre d nd oom .1d pots,

r, d lIalt. A't r oleanln' de hog, dey would gib ua de Hyer.

and 11 ht., and u••ould 000 de. 0 r .. tlre out ln de open d hlt

( .ho' .a. od eatin'. De u 1 'lo.anoe ...eek ot pla1tled pork ....

alx or .ey .pound., and ltt.n you hAd .. blg taailT ot ahill n dey

gib you IIOre. Den del' gib TOu a pell\t ot 1\ al, ••••t 'tater", .or-

.yrup, nd plenty ot butte1'l!lilk. At Ohri.t.... time., d.T gib

you ,xtr...yrup to make oak•••1d and .weet 'tate•• t9 make 'tater

pone. And, Lor', dey would hab blg orlb. ot pun'k~n.. Hit lI&ke.

III. hongrr to think 'bout d_ good 01' pun'kln ple••

"And did del' r 1.e ohicken.' You kno•• ln Mla.l.alppl dat de

III1nk••aa bad 'bout killln' delll. I 'ae b r. one time de III1nk. ROt

ln de ohioken houae d kill d nearly eyerT ohio n on de plaoe. Ole

later Jon•• h d de oook to olean and oook d.m, d he oom. out ln ,

d. tlel' an' e.t .1d dam to lat de .l.ye. know dat ~lt ••a all rlght.

Den u. had de good 01' ouahaw. and lre homlny, too. ,

"De olothe. w•• made out ob hollle.pun ln one pl oe. I 'aemb~r.

I .llul\ had .1ne .pllt up de .1de ao I oould g1t 'bout ln a hurrr.

De .o••n had pant.l.tt • mad nd tled to d re kne.. to .ear ln de

t1l1da to e de d" ott \\ere le • De .boe.......de ot oow hi e

end w.." o..lled red run t.. D .e:t dey p;ot d dar r .... to take

a hog I griatl' d up ln de ohi.bl.y. When hl't g1t full ot
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•oot, w. rull d••ho•• wld dAt. Den d" us d d dA er .ho•• tor d.r

SundA1 b .t. .

"You a••d a About buntln" Lor', 1e. d" hunt d ln 4 tl~a••

Up ln 4e.... P' ln 1••1.slppl d I' w. b re a. blg a. OOWI, and

d••rl apl nt7. D~1 ~t. wa. bad about oOllln' ln de oorn tl.1'. and.

te rln' down d. om. Yo could hTar dem a~ n1 ht. out ln de tlal' ••

D" ~l.o oaught plpnt1 ot pee um. and coon••

"Ot oour••, u. got 110 but d" had d. dootor. In do•• 4&7.

d. dootor would oup 10U and bl d 10U. 1 .~.n a ~. "I' n

eup ed. De etor t~d a 11'~ .quar lookln' block ot ood wld tlnr

11'1 *it•• , attach d t hlt. On top wa' • trl '1' la k 1. on a n,

d d. d ctor wo¥ld put de bloc ot od at d. na • ot d.r n. 1t an'

pull dat trigg.r. O.n h. hab a pl.-ce ot cotton wld.'o .1n' Oft hlt

to • op d blood wh.n he had Oup ad ycu long 'nough. D.y would flllul

gl U. oa -.u. (oalomel) to 01. n ue out, n den de.nex' wnln' de1

glb u. a 11lg bowl ot gruel madl out ob m .1 and 11k. 0 n I'd b.

all rlght.

"0 .la.,.. warn't to to \lhurob, but d" ould whl.p r

( 'un' and all .et in d. wood. and P 1. O. onl1 tl. I 'lilA bel" IIl1

pa1 W.I one tll1e wben I wa. a 11'1 ohl1., be let lie on a 10 b7 hl.

an' pra1ed, an' I know. dAt w•• w I' d I ••da ob I' 11 on w • p nt.A

ln .1n'. Toda1 I'. hapP1 to t.ll tolkl 'bout Je u. Hl.

tor Hl. goodn••• to •• Hlt won't b lon .11 I et Hl tao. to

tao. anA thank Hill."

B1 8LIOGKAPHY1

• •
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Per onal lnte"l w ltb "Aunt' Adelln. Hodr; , 3 F!'1'

8tr. t, bl1., Al. IDa.
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(rUt. by n • Prine.)

10U doe••

r. atore leayin 01' later Jon•• ' p1 c. b del ab .d up

1 • 11'1 c Ulun d t too 11'1 to 1.1: an' pUttll' 118 In wa n., ,
.n de old.r toU. be to ,It. an' de1 obe 1 d 11o , d.n at nl 10

dey w'uld .trlke c p. I ...en d. yo er. whut war 11able to ruJl

w y w14 dere 1. • chaJ.ned to a tre or de on eel.. De1 w'uld rake

up .tr wen' throw a quUt ° r It , 110 d 10 way 1 n1 10, whUa ua

c 111U1l .1ept ill d. ... a •
• n cua to e bl rl" r t De opoli., h..I." lllJUl, I "_ab.r••

bl te..~oat. dere. an' d.y • Id d 10 d••01'lers war oln' a"1 on d•••

ubut ,tl CollIn. obr eold. an' a an nameBIt war in Demopol1. us

K1ss1ss1pp!, bo~t e.

"1.unt" AdelJ.ne s Id 10 10 th. bou... the .1.... 11.. in on tbe Jone•
.

plantetion were bo d hou.e., that • JO~:l owne a btl; !,lantatlon 8JIll

lot. ot .l&"e.. Sh ..ld that th., h do-a • bed•• nail.d to the wall.,

( wIth ttr..... a e out ob .huck••

en • 1 to • C01l1ll. t ubuta, ..i••lppi, " UIlt"

delin .aid 10 10 11te .....ry ar, not .0 auo tor hera.lt, but e •
h Iw.rd tba a r ala..... r .4. • • 10 bOIl.. slrl, n h 4 ••r

.k. to pe ora. help.d ol.an ouae," d1 ed, and take 0 re ot

e children, ell4 atter tillie that wark, • e had to apin tu. d, and

e.ch d 1 .. would h ...... to .pl. eo &8n1 cut., .. It • e dId not tlni the

ired n ber, .he we. pun! ed.

e • id 10 r ai.tre.. k.ept the tini e eric all top at .. l ..r

wardrobe, and " line ea1d 10 ......,'1 time. ah would ate 1 act of

threa4 ott ot 10 10 wardrobe to ocaplete .. cert in tau Iven h r to .p

troa b.i .d.
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"I 'members ebery ~mday mawnin' dat ehe make de older

sla Vl<S bring all de little nigg~ up ber big "hi te t":fO-story

houae,so sbe read de Bible 1:d uS,an' den sbe gib ua planty ..
JI

dem good biscui ts an' •ta ters da t sbe had de cook,susnnne,cook ter

us. She'd say , 'git rollO' dere,susanne,an' he'p de li'l nig~'

plates,' I railly tbougbt 01' angel.

"Talkin' 'bout bein' treed,Ol' 'iss tole us us waa

dat-

beto' I

beto' I had

sla ve s punished.

years a tter de SUrrend

big boy 01n'~SChOOl

paas a
"tme I

wri te too many

ob dem got

was de onl1est

•

tree but s ten'or t~lve
/' ~ r.

kno"ed "hut s~e~ • r was a

any undarstandin' as tuh wbut she meant.

"01' iss taught de nigg~bOW~readan'

be too'ticient wid de"f wri tin' ~case dey
.""" Clo""so de patty-rollera~wudn't git de
~

ebber knowed 01' iss tuh hab de

buil t, de men

tive or six bun~~

T lon'tbig but

"01' 'iss nebber 'lowed no mistreptin' -de slaves,case
~ I- ...

dey was raisin' slaves tor de marlt'et,an' hit 1\be good

mi ~ r~at"em .Lor' mah hitE tolks 1I8S ricb;dey had as many as
W

nig ,""lcn,'f'omen an ch~",e plentation was

'member ho' many ~cres r 'member~e c bins was
~ fI.

all built in rOWs,an' etr ets.,laid out 'tween de cabins. rye

~~b eys was built outt~ dirt an' aticks,an' yo' know up in Virginny

hit got turrible cold,an' de snow .aI,pile up,ao "ben de c bins was
) --t:ll

tho"" dirt up under de house" keep de snow an' cold

out. 0' might think dat ~irt -=- wash out trom un er ou e,but hit

didn't. P.it jes' made dem so ware an' cam'to'bl~ "e di 'nt sutter.
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"Us nebber thougbt nothin' ~ drinkin'. I kinde believes 1.C~

dat 01' infidel,IngerSOl~hosaid dat SnYthin'~t waS de cU9tom,was de

religion. 'iOlkS was e heep kin~-hee~ted den den dey

is now,'case dey kep big d;g8~ hunt up people los' in de snow. Dey all

seemed m; happy 'ease dey was all busy.A.t night inetid ofwastin; d y

time.dey wud go tub de big house an' spin an' weave sn' make clo s.

( I kin hyar dat 01' loom~,mmin' now,sn' see ~rest ~rdS ob
~ ~ A-v

cloth~ out,an' dam was clo s den dat waS made from hit.Hit tuk
~ ~

tub git de ofrtn' yo' dey wes so stong. I d 't 'member wbut dey used

f,r dye,but I knows dey used copperaAs as sizin'~ hoI' de colors.

de clotb wes ayeo'red,blue an' black. I jes' can't 'member 'bout de

d e,but dey used coppere~'~t wuz de qualification 0 de intelligence

ob de primitive age', in usin' dat copperas. Dey not only mads our Cl:~
but

Dey

slso ~de our ha ts.

mad~sm wid tabs ober

pb'se dey ~n't very hatty, but was mo' cappy.

de ears,an~ tie under de chin,an' wes dey

wood and big rocks,an' pile hit all

warm, I'll say:

"f'ow.when yo' axe~ 'bout
~

Fer weeks de men _ haul

hawg killin' time,dst was de time/

1
a hawg like dey

,an t

git up".
wood on

Den jes' a li'l
~

men

together as bigh as dat house; den bab sev'ral piles like dese 'roun

a big hole in de groun' whut had been filled wid watah.

atter mid-night de boss LJJ 01' horn,an' all ds

an' git in dem big hog psns.Den 1\ set dat pile

den start knockin' dem bawgs in de baid.Us nebber sbot

does now. us allus used an ax to kill 'em wid.- '1,- "A tter knockin' in de baid,dey~ tie a rope on
'1

bits leg,an attC'r de ter got de right beat from dose red bot rocks
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whut e~ been pushed out ob det pile ob nu'in wood into ce

sing e verse,.

up high

watsh,dey de hog in en' drag hit eroun' ewh'le,sn' take him

out an' ha~ him cleen in 'bout thr e peir 0' minutes. \tter he wuz cleanJ'

dey hun,g~ up,en' den leter cut ;p an' hung1 in de smoke house,an'
1t 1\ II

smoke ~wid greet oak logs. Hub,dey don't cU'eh meet now,dey jee' use

sum kinde bresh en' liquid,but dey don't heb meet lec
~{2.

"Den ~ co 'nshuckin , time. ah goodnese I
1\

be dere now. De cO'n

us d~

jes' CDi
r

g~t .on de t
~v;.

p1le,hi t usually w eons who 1I8S kinds niggsh to 'IllI)n ... aing

an' J~ de ~ out ;..-_'t; L(der nig tIV' • Dis to"Fn J

,I;'., hin' lec dis;-
;

"Polk dn' Clay went to r,
An' Polk beck wid a b ken jar."

";)en all de nigg~ ~ ,Si ll8 back~ him,an' ha.ll.o,a kind~
~ shoutin' soun', Ginerally dis tO'man made up his songs by pickin' dem

up trom whut he had he~d white tolke tell 1118re. But 1'iss .0' know

whut was de motor powah dat co'n shuckin' ? Hit was de 01' jug dat

wes brung 'roun' ebery ho ,Dat's de onlieat time any ob de slaves

railly got drunk.

singin'

eben taught

on

'member
'I

de onlieat singin'

t men t •

"I wieh I

let' me, 'case

twenty yeahs,an' I kicket up a plenty

dose 01' songs,but all dat hello done,
I he Ilia de good 01' sist

10
"In days gone by I went~ plenty 0 dances an' oandy

but I dosen't do det an mo'. I'se a
> cpT

preacher, n' when I ruet let' Virginny I ~~to Georgia an' stayed dere

dust in Georgia.
C.J

chu'ches ere. Den I

}

plHlins

school an' built a plenty 0

an' sayin'

an' llbed in Evergreen to .bout twenty mo' yeahs,an' I built a two-
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01' l1.t rI

,
an' oandy pullin.

a, but all t hallo dOn.

, I hear. now 1. d.

r I

nt to pl.nt7 ot dance.

11 t

I I 0'I

, 'ca.e d

I1ngin' an' .U1.n' 'All n.'
'In day. S n' by I

let'

ral11y t drun •

I .n't do an .0· . I'. a pr o sr, an' .n I fu'.t let'
•

Y1r lnn7 I 0 • 0 la an' etaye re t .. t7 y a, an' I

up a plen T tdu t in Georgla. I e t ec 001 ' bullt a plent

on

t chU' 0 ee der•• I ./to Ala y, an' 11bed ln v rgr n to'

ab t tyenty , ye8hl, , I bullt t -.to brlck 0 ' h dere.

Slno I' .en 1n bU. I'. w' by at B1envl11. queh tor nty-

an' all d.r. 0 llun hal b••n ln dll.

• 1sht y ar., tor .1oh en a. 01'

I'. had to oall on &1\7

"an' dere ba.n't en but on. U ln

81son.

II.

eh 11t
•

an' Van Ant '111 •

.en a .queh oltl&en
•

an' bavaI

But tban Ood I e .Ull a le to be 'bo,..•prlldon sot

body. an' det W&I 'ben I had tub oal1 on Unole 8l1li when 01' an De-

1 1•• , '0 tln' 7'y .1£ t 1. a 11'1 por 17· I .tl11 •an T t

all eh te t , 'ceptln' one, 'ra'f allu. tuok prlde ln lIIah halh,

yo' ••e how tln. an' el y h le, an' hit ain't .now It. 71t . Dere

1 1 D 'I'. •• n h ng to r. t le oa. 0 n~ar ho e.

Blb110 byl Per.onal lnt.rvl.... wltb /0'" 11 H 1 •• ,

Prl0 .

d Av. .,

, hln on COpy,

8/15/3 •

L. H.
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~ ~X ~i/.. '<'~I
i~ t~~madd.le of the road ~richar , , g'~sticulat-

ing while~ -veral ft4lton, an old negro man
/ )

ended his talk to the small gathering and punctuated his last sentence

with a spat of tobacco.

"No'.", he continued after I had put in my appearance and

asked him a question, "I doesn't know whether I was a slave, but jus'

de same I seed Gen'l Grant's army when it went th'ough Virginy. Jus'

as s 0 as you is standin' dar, lady, I seed dem mens all dressed

•in blue suits, a-marchin side by side, gwine down de road pas'

our place. It tuk dem three days to go by our house.

"An' I remembers when dem Yankees come to our Ol~istiS'

an' take a ladde<t"an"~ to de roof an: tear de boards~..-.e
de ceilin' to git dem big hams an' shoulders my white folks done bad

hid up dar. When de :tankees find dat stuff de;y give it all to de

niggers. uen atter de solgers lef' ole iss called us to her an' tol'

us we was flee, but for us to give back some of de meat an' things

dat de :Lankees done ..... give us, caze she didn't have nothin' to eat

roun' de plave. 'Course we a~ g7&d to do it, caze K1stis sho was

good to us.

"I remembers ebery Sunday mawnin' dat she'd make de older slaves-
bring all de little niggers up to de big house, so she could read

de ~ible to 'e--., an' den she give us plenty of dea good biscuits an'

taters dat Susanne cook for us. She'd say: 'Git 'roun' dere,

Susanne, an' he'p dem little niggers' plates.' I really thought Mistis

was ';;( angel.

"Talkin' 'bout niggers bein' free Ole -iss tol' us we was
•
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Virgin, near Danville, an' I'sWI was bawn in Henry

tree, but it was ten or twelve years atter de surrender beto' I

kIlowed what she meant. I was a big boy goin' to school.

beto' I had an understandin' as to what she meant.

-Ole "iss taught de niggers how to read an' write an' some ot

'em got to be too good at it, caze dey learned how to write too many

passes so's de pattyrollers wouldn't cotch em, an' on dem

_, ccasions was de onlyes times dat ~ever seed one ot our niggers

punished.

ftKistis never 'lowed no mistreatin' ot de SLaves, caze

dey was isin' slaves for de market, an' it wouldn't be good.,
biz ess to m1streat~em. Lor' KiSS, rtq white tolks was rich; dey

had as many as five or six rulndred niggers; men women an' chillans.
De plantation was big, but

I doesn't remember how many acres it was,

but I does remember dat de cabins was all built in rows, an' dere

was streets laid out among de cabins. De chimneys was built outten

dirt an' sticks, an' you kIlow up in Virg1n1y it got powertul cold,

so when dey built de cabins dey th'owed dirt up under dem to keep de

wind an' snow out.

been to ricksVurg, an' Petersburg ~ many a time wid m:r pappy to de
rrJ

bes' place
wheat an' 'bacca market. Lor', honey, Virginy is de on

/I

eatin' an • white folks. It anybody tellS
earth tor good ....... good

~

you dat de white tolks was mean to dere niggers, dey neb8r come trom
C1V ,

Virgin y, caze us was toonear de free states, an' I done already toll

you dat dey raised biggers to sell an' dey kep' 'em in good condition.

days white folkS was white tolks .... an' black tolks was .,

black tolks. Jus' lak Booker T. Washington was a riber between de

niggers of dis generation an' learnin. He had all. dat was fine an'

good, an' he give de bes~ to his people iffen dey would take it.
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do no whuPPin'0 \,~~

"I'se de onlyes ratAin de po.d, an' caze I ain't hung in de

smoke house, folks thinks I~ not as old as I say t is, but chile,
'fI/I'se been here a lo~g time. I 'members how black Sam useta preach

to us an' when I growed up I useta think war~t nobody whristians

cep'n us babtists, but I knows better now, an' de longer I liv de..
mo' I realizes dat de churches go?way?caze dey leaves off de ordinances

of God
f

although us has a Bible an' mo' Christian readin' dan ever

befo' •

"lly mammy's name was Eliza Rowlets an' my JilIIiIlm pappy's

was Jo h Holmes. My pappy had as de peoples dat owned

wily .. wid de white folks den; ey didn t
" •

•

him an' my granmammy , s name was Lucy Holmes.

to be over a hundred years old, an' she was de seed

dat us

"Lend sakes a-11

",tall.

us had great times, an~ ~ forgot to tell you

had home-made beds wid tw~ sides

daid. In dem

de graves as

days it tuk
;.....,

deep as

three days to , caze dey dug

•

forgiveness for was whe~ IA
fifty or sixty snares stt to

Ally mammy had eight

nailed to de "all an'

lenty of it an' one thing I got to git
+-" ?-V rginy, lIef' 'bout..

cotch rabbits an' birds.

chilluns an? we was raised in pairs. I
~

"As for huntin'

de ma resses was
A

I do e

~ade outen wheat straw.

had a sister who come along wid me, an iffen I jumped in de river

she done it tO~An' iflen I go th'ough a briar patch, here she come

along too-

ftlBout de fruit; it makes my mouth "ater to think about dea cheeje

apples, dat was yallar lak gold, an' dose Abraham apples, an' de

cherry trees as big as dese oaks here. l'se eatinfOmany a b~g sugar

and sweetheart cherry. But dere was anudder d called de Gorilla
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dat growed as big as de y811er p1ums down dis way. Now 1et me ~e11

"IV
you somp'n 'bout V1rg~: Dey had dere 1aws 'bout drink. Dey

had de bes' peach an' cherry brandy an' mos' any kin' you eber heared

of, but dey didn't '10w you to make drink outten anything you cou1d

make bread wid; sich as corn or rye. Os had our brandy same as you

wou1d coffee,'caze it was c01d, an' some mawnin's ~ pappy wou1d

git de brandy out an' ~ mallllll;y wou1d putt a 1itUe water an' sugar

wid it an' gib it to us chi11uns. Os neber thought nothin 'bout dr1nldn '.

I kinda bel1eves lak dat 01e 1nfide1 Ingers011 who said dat anything

dat was a custom was dere re11gion.

"Now you axed about hog-k:1liin' time? D(:"as de tiJa of times.

For weeks de mens wou1d hau1 wood an' big rocks, an' pi1e fit 'em together,
I ,

as high as dis house, an' den have severa1 pi1es, 18k dat roun a big

h01e in de groun' what had been fi11ed wid water. Den jus' a 1itt1e
-

atter midnight, de boss wou1<1 b10w de 01e hawn, an' 811 de mens wou1d

git ~p an' git in dem big hog pens. Den dey wou1d sot dat pi1e
~

of wood on fife an' den-start knOCkinJPdem bogs in de hai~- ~ neber

shot a hog 18k us does now; us, a1ways used an axe,. to k11a 'em

wid. Atter mockin' de hog in de haid, dey wou1d tie a rope on his

1eg an' atter de water got to de right fum d red-hot

rocks de hog wou1d be throwed in an drug aroun' a whi1e, den

Atter he was c1eaned he was cut up into sections

jus' 10ve

one menp11ed up high an'

lady, dey don't cure meat-¥awsie,

•~8ken out an c1eaned.-
an' hung up in de sm~ house.

l
dese daysj 4ey jUS~ use ome kind of 1iquid to bres~ over it.

useta~ ha¥e sho nuff meat.
c:~

"Den come '4~shuck1n' tim ~ ~ goodness, I wou1d-...
to be dar now. De cawn wou1d" De

wou1d git on dat pi1

sing an' git de work

was usua11y a kinda nigger foreman who cou1d

-outten de niggers.iub
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Dls ro'.an would sing a verse soap'n 1ak dls:

"Polk and Clay went to war,
Polk come back wid a broken Jaw ."

Den all de niggers would slng back at him wid a klnda shoutln l sound.

Hear bout all de times de fo'man made up hls own songs, by plckin' dam

outen de history.

of dat sh*ckin'?

lut,

r+war

Klss,

de Jug

does you know what was de real motor power

aroun' eve'y hour •• Vats

.e onlyes time de slaves really got drunk.
(I

In dam ole days'" went to plenty ot dances

trln' de Yule season, but 1 doesn't do dat no mo'.

candy pullin's

l'se a preacher

coae to Georgy an' stayed dar twentyan' when 1

years wbar

. '?'\..-
rus~ let' Vlrg~, 1

1 kicked up plenty or dus'.
•

1 even taugr,t school dar.

Den 1 come to A1ab~an' 11ved in Evergreen for

ao' years. Since 1 been in Kobl1e l'se worked ror slch men

Simon, Ds-rich, an' Van Antwerp, an' all dere chl11uns has

'bout wenty
")11~

as ole ~

been in dese

arms ot mine. l' se been a square cltlzen an' dere hasn't

been a time dat 1 ls .. had to call on nobody, but Onc1e Sam when 01e

'presslon .... cotched me. But thsnk de Lawd 1 ls stl11 ab~e to glt

about an' have a1l my senses 'cep' my eyeslght, an' lt's Jus' a l.1tt1e

po' 1,.. 1 ls got a11 my teeths 'cep' one, an' m:r msmmy was always proud

ot my halr.. See how sll.ky an' fine it is? Not qUte whlte
7
dough. 1

hope 1 ..,11vea 10ng enough for lt to turn whlte as snow. 1 think St.

Peter wl11 1ak lt better dat way.
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Standing in the middle of the road of Prichard the incmrporated suburb

of obile, gesticulating while talking to eeveral people, was an old negro

man eighty-one years of age. He was a tall, straight, dark-skinned negro,

with grey hair and moustache.

"I doesn't

if he was a slave, he said:

slave, but jes' de s ae I seed General

Grant's army when hit went through Virginny. Jes' as sho' as yo' is standing

dar, lady, I seed dem men all dressed in dem blue suits a ma~chin' side by

side, gwine down de road pas' our place. Hit tuk dem three days tuh git pas'

our house.

tuh git dem big hams an' shoUtlers, dey had

take a ladder an' clim' up tuh de roof an'

" , does I 'member when dem Yankees,~ our 01' Mistiss house an'

~r'~de boards outta de ceilin'

hid up dar? Yo' women folks make.-

Oh' I means 'serves dat de 01' Miss had de slaves hide wid de meat; an' when

dem Yankees find dat stuff, dey jes' gib hit all tuh de niggers, an' I '~em-

bers too, how 01' Miss, calls us all tuh her atter dey lef' an' tole us dat us

wuz free, but she tole dat us had tuh gib bac' sum ob de meat an' 'perves 'cays

she didn't hab a bit tuh eat. Course we wuz glad tuh do hit, 'cayse 01' "1ss

sho' wuz good tuh her slaves. •

I '~embers ebery Sunday mawning dat she make de older slaves brin3 all de

little niggers up tuh her big white two-story house, so she sud read de bible

tuh us, an' den she gib us plenty ob dem good biscuits an' 'taters day she

had de cook Susanne cook fer us. She'd say 'git 'roun' dere, Susanne, an' he'p

dem li'l niggers' plates', I railly thousht 01' ias wuz an'~l.

"Talkin' 'bout nig6ers bein' freed, 01' Miss tole us us free but hit

wuz ten or twelve years atter de Surrender beta' I railly knowed whut she

eant, I wuz a bi~ boy oin' tuh school afore I had any understandin' as tuh
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"01' iss taught de niggers how tuh read an' write an' sum ob dem.got

tuh be too prof~e~t wid dere writin', 'ca~ dey larn how tuh write too many

pess's so de 'patty-rollers' wudn't git dem, an' den dat wuz de onlinest time

I ebber knowed 01' Miss tuh hab de slaves punished.

01' Miss nebber 'lowed no mistreatin' ob de slaves, 'cayse dey wuz raisin'

slaves for de market, an' hit wudn't be good biziness tuh mistreat demo Lor'

white folks wuz rich, dey had as many as five or six hundred higgers, men,

women, an' chillun. De rlantationwuz big but I dosen't 'member how many

acres, but I 'members de cabins wuz all built out ob logs an' ceiled or chink-
•

ed wid, boards an' de cabins wuz built in rows, an' derer wuz streets laid out

among de cabins. De chimbneys wuz built outta dirt an' sticks, an' yo' kno'

up in Virginny hit got turrible cold, an' de sno" wud pile up, so when de cab-

i~s wuz built, de men wud throw dirt up under de house tuh keep de snow an'

cold out. Yo' mi3ht think dat dirt wud wash out from under de house, but hit

didn't. Hit jes' made dem so warm an' confor'mable us didn't su~fer from de
•

cold.

I wuz borneu in enry County, Virginny near Danville, an' I'se been to

Vicksburg, an' Petersburg a-many-a-time wid mah daddy to de wheat an tobacey
•

market. Lor' honey, Virginny is de bes' place on earth fer good eatin' an'

good white folks. If any body tells ~o' dat de white folks wuz mean tuh dere

niggers, dey nebber cum from Virginny, 'cayse us wuz tuh near de free states,

an den I'se already tole yo' dey raised niggers tuh sell an' dey kept dem in

good condition, en' in dose days white folks wuz white folks an' black folks

wuz black folks. des lac' Booker T. 1ashin3 on wuz a ~iver between de nigbers

ob dis later ~eneration in larnin'. He had all dat's fine an' good an' he gib

ob de bes' tuh his people, if dey wud take hit.
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" ets wuz de \vay wid de \nite folks den, dey didn't do no whippin' an'

mistreatin' ob de slaves. Ohl once in e While O~,

•

ss might slap de cooks

face an' tell her tub bear 'round dere', an' if she wnntec de servin' boys to

hurry, she vrod say 'cutch hit·, meen n' fer dem tub cut sum steps en' eit 'bout

in e hurry.
- •

" 'se de oldest ret in de pond, an' 'oayse I aint hun~ in de smokehouse,

folks think I'~ not as old as I says I is, but, chile, I'se been here. I

'_embers ho~ s~ usta tub preach tub us, ~nen us wuz at de 01' ~ss's place,

an' ~hen I growed up I 'members how I usta think nobody wuz a Christian 'ceptin'

us Baptists, but I knows betta now. An' de longer I lib de more I realize dat

de churohes go away, 'cayse dey leaves off de ordinances of God, altho' us has

~ot de Bible an' mo' hristian literature dan ebber afore.

"J..ah maw's name vroz Eliza Rowlets an' mab daddy's name wuz Joseph HolKes.

1.bh daddy had de same name as de people tho owned him, an' mab gran'maw's nW!:e

rIlZ Lucy H01lL.es. Gran'maw Lucy lived to be a hundred years old, an' she war

1e fust person I ebber seed dead. Hit tuk three da s tub bury a person den,

'cayse dey eu de aves as deep as you ie tall, which means more than five feet

deep. Lor's sakes a-livin' us had great times, an' ab, ~es, I foreot tub tell

d t us had ho e-~de beds wid two sides nailed tub de wall, an' de m~ttresses

wuz made outta wheat straw, an' dat '~ind me det dere ~~n't no pore cattle in

dem times, 'cayse yo' cud go whar dey thresh de wheat an' git all de straw yo'
•

wanted an' £eed de dry cattle on hit. An' believe yo', me, de fruit us did hab

yo' don't nebber see sum ob hit co\m dis ay. Sich as apples, cherries, qUinces,

peaches end pears.

"~s fer huntin' I done !lenty ob hit, an' one thing I got tub git torgive-

ness fer, wuz when I let' ~ir inny, I lef' 'bout sixty or "eventy snares sat
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sat tuh katch rabbits an' birds.

"Mah maw had eight chillun an' we \.~z raised in pairs. I had a sister .mo

cum alon' wid me, an' if I juuped in de river tuh swim, she did hit tuh, if

clim' a tree, or go through a brair patch, she went, tuh. ~eny's-a-time

i.:aw wanted tuh know why her clos wuz so tore up, but we'd make hit "11 right

by having a rabbit or coon, sumtime mud turtles.

coons, us katch dem in abundance.

, as fer 'possums an'

"'Bout de fruit, hit makes mah mouth water tuh think about dem cheese

apples, dat wuz yaller lac' eold, an' dose braham apples. , dose cherry

trees as bie as dese oaks, wid long lim's an' big sugar an' sweetheart, an'

black heart cherries. Den dere wuz anudder kin' ob cherry called de gorilla

cherry dat wuz roun' an' Browed as bie as de yaller plums de down dis way.

row, let me tell yo' sumpin' 'bout Vireinny, but had its own law about drink.

Dey made de bes' peach an' cherry br"ndy an' mos' any kin' yo' ebber hyeard ob,

'ceptin' dey dien't 'low 19' tuh m"ke drink out ob anything yo' cud make bread.

:ow you understan', sich as corn or rye.

"Us had our brandy seme as yo' wud coffee, 'cayse hit wuz COld, an' sum

~wninEs us wud git up an' de snow wud be half way up tuh de 0.00', an de men

wud hab tuh ditch it out, so us cud git out ob de house. On dem rail col'
•

mawnines mah daddy wud gi t de brandy out an' mah maw wud put a Ii' 1 water en'

sugar wid hit an' "ib tuh us chillun. An' den she'd take sum in her Illouf' en'

~~t hit in de baby's mouf an' hit wud open hits eyes en' stamp hits foot rail

peart lac.

"Us nebber thouo;ht nothin' ob drinkin'. I kinda believes lac' dat 01'

infidel ersoll, who said dat anything dat wuz de custom, wuz dere reli~ion.

Really speakin , folks wuz kinda hearted den dan dey is now, 'cayse dey kept

bi gogs tuh huntup people in de snow. Dey all seemed more happy, 'cayse at •
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nient dey ~ud go tuh de big house an' spin an' weave, an' make de clos.

"I kin hyar dat 01' loom hllmmin' now an' see great yards ob cloth curunin'

out, en' dem wuz clos' den dat wuz made from hit. Hit tuk fire tuh git it

offin' yo' 'cayse hit wuz so stronG. I dosen't '~ember "hut dey used fer dye,

but I knows dey used copperas as sizin' tuh hol' de colors. Sum ob de cloth

wuzed dyed, red blue an' black. I jes' can't 'member abouy de dye, but dey use

copperas, 'dat wuz de qualification ob de intelligence ob de primitive age',

in using dat spooeras. Dey not only made our clos but also made nor hats.

course de warn't very hatty, but wuz more cappy'. Dey made dem wid tabs ober d

ears, an' tuh tie under de chin, an' wuz dey warm, I'll sayl

"Now, when yo' axed 'bout hog killin' time, dat wuz de time ob timee. Fer

weaks de men wud haul wood an' big rocks, an' pile hit together as high as dis

house, an' den hab several piles, lac' dat 'roun' a big hole in da 'groun'

whut had been filled wid water. Den jes' a li'l atter midnight, de boss wud

blow de 01' horn, en' all de men wud bit up an' git in dem big hog pens. Den

ney wud set dat pile ob wood on fire an' den start knockin' dem hogs in de haid-

us neber shot a hog lac' dey does now, us allus used an ax to kill dem wid.

~tter knockin , de hog in de haid, dey wud tie a rope on his laig, an' atter de

water got tuh de right heat frum dose red-hot rocks whut had been pushed out

ob dat oile ob wood into de water, dey wud throw de hog in an' drag it aroun'

aWhile, an' take him out an' hab him clean in about three minutes. tter he

wuz clean dey hung dem up, an' den later cut dem up an' hung dem in de smoke

house, an' smoke dem wid great oak logs. Huh, dey don't cuore meat now, dey

jes' use sum kinda brush an' li~uid, but dey don't hab meat lac' us did.

"Den cum cornshucking time, mah ~oodness, I jes' wud love tuh be dere now.

De eorn wud be piled up hi an' one man wud git on dat pile, hit usually wuz

kinda ob a nigger foreman who cud sing an' get de ,vurk out ob de odder niggers.
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Dis foreman wud sing a verse sumthin' lac' dis.

"Polk an' Clay went to liar,
-

d Polk cum back wid a broken jar".

Den all de niggers wud sing back tub him, an' hallo' a kinda ob shoutin'

soun'. Usually dis foreman made up his songs, by pickin' den up historically.

But, Miss, you know whut wuz de motor power ob dat shucking? Hit wuz de 01'

jug dat wuz brung 'roun' ebery hour, dats de only t~e any ob de slaves really

ot drunk.

I wish I cud 'member 'dose 01' songs, but all dat hallo' done lef' me,

'cayse de only sin",in' I hyear is de good 01' sisters singin' an' sayin' , en' •
•

In days one by, I went tub plenty ob dances, an' candy pullin's durin'

de yule season, but I dosen't do dat any mo'. I'se a preacher, an' when I

fust lef' Vir inny I cum to Georgia an' stayed dere twenty years, an' I kicked

up a plenty ob dust in Georgie. I eben taught school an' built a plehty ob chu

churches dere. Den I cum on tub Alabamy, an' lived in Evergreen fer 'bout twen

ty mo' years, an' I built a two story brick church dere. Since I'se been in

~obile I'se wurked by dat BienviLle S~uare fer twenty eight years, fer sich men

as 01' man Simon, Damricb, an' Van .ntwerp, an' all dere chillun has been in

dese arms. I'se been a s~uare citizen, an' dere hasn't been but one time in mah

life I'se had to call on anybody, an' dat wuz when I had tub call on Uncle Sam,

when 01' men depression got me. But thank God I'se still able to be 'bout, an'

have all my faculties, 'ceptin' mah eyesight is a li'l porely. I~still has all

mah teeth 'ceptin' one, an' mah maw allus tuk great p ide in mah hair, ¥ou see

how fine an' silky hit is, an' hit ain't enow white yit. Dere is one thing,

tub be thanktul fer ie, 'cayse I'se so near home.

BIBLIOGR-PHY: Personal interview with .Joseph Holmes, Grand ~venue, Prichard,

labama.
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I made two visits to the nome of ommy Lucy Kimball"

The fi~st was during the month of April, 1937, the next
~tIlr I y

was~a month ~ater. Un the first trip I had a very successful talk

with the ala negro woman, but on tne last, she wasn't at home, and

so tne information I sought had to wait. .. I was very disap~ointed

that I couldn't see her on my second venture, but it was impossible.

feeble when I

erhaps I shall ask her my question later
not

"ammy LUCY had~rown very

on.
~.nd/

last saw her, ~t her

forwer methodical'" moae of Living can be attributed to tle cause

of her obtaining the venerable old age of 85 years. ~he was born

into slavery in 1651 at ~wift's Landing near tne town of BlakeLej,
l~
in~ounty. bhe was a slave 1n the ~ea ~harles au 1 family

of that county before and <luring The "ar between rhe "tates. In

1307) she came to w rk for ~.S. Fry and Santos Iubira families of

100bile.
•

at"ftne sUWlDerfamilies

Fol.owing

worked in

the ,ar between lhe
t

""tates, om'oy LUCY imball

resorts of Bald ,in

County.

I.hen a young girl, l.1aIDlJlj ~ucy pl'eformea the dut1es of a chil.dren's

nurse, an<l orked as a dining room servant. She haa SOllie eaucation,

and as she haa worked in f~lies of refinement and culture all. ,er

life, her -o'r~er .as tnat of a w 11 eaucated person. However,
IN

liAe tne average edcated ~6eo, she still. displayed tee

"characteristics of the ante-bell.uw days. "he saia t ,at she strictl.

aUl1erea to ala fashion·d m"thoas, such a ; g ing to church t\.ice



•

•

a .eeK, not believing in doctors, Gnu al,ays taking .oille-concocted

rea-£uies.

I asked her if she believed in carrling a rabbit's root for

lUCK, to w icn she responded:

, "Boney, you uon't t ink I'm li~e these other ~egroes, ho still
~ ""'- ~
~i ~ that ,.~ , nonsense?~ I mignt tell th chiLuren tr~t

a rabbit }oot brings good lUCK because it is ~ o~a custom for

superstitious persons to carry one, but, honey, you'd nave just as

gooa luck if you carried brick-bats in your

•

in such JlIIIIII

coat. ~y white eople in Balwin County never brought me up to believe

things.

•

"v, ell,

jl7 I that

I aSked,"do

uring the

you remember any

the l.ivil lIar'?"

"Yes," she answered slowly, "I remeillber during the

"ar so e of tne mi.>chievous Sibley boys who were ki
~ ~~:..o-

~ hall~ family over in B'ltin ounty, tied a~ong

to the ankle of a black boy named dlow Poke .
•

were gOJ.ng

0. t o.ca<_

. ~ome 'egroes

to fetch ~ supplies ana among

Hov.

to be

tnem jas 'low (loKe. Th" bOls jOJl:ingly askea hill if ..e haa his

rabbit foot w~th ~ as he wigut need it to keep tne the rattling

noises away nig••t. "10 POke showed toe his [bbit loot'! and.>

~j",., teeth iEa bro-:k grin he said ;;:at\nezt; arn't goin'

'" >"atter him. J.he boys deftly tied tl.e string to

Po~e' s ankle while so e of t leir trien s held ,s attention'"-'
•

"low Poke hadn't 6 0ne when

he heard tne bladaers ratUing at lis neels. 1t" i, we iately
•



•

• •
,

hit

sts afte. him, and so began to

the m1uaLe of the aarK roaa. He ran
•

till he reached ~ontgoillery hill some miies aistant here the string

f1n~lly wore out. his people aian't find him till three days

later ~n tehey too~ him home and gave him a sound whipping for
.nrunning away ••

iol8mwy LUCy talked <iI'.,

f!LJlilies and of .he wealth tnat tney

he J:1al

"once had,

and Sibley

and what happiness she

at "ontrose and

eing slave to such gooa people. She rememoered all the summer

resorts on the eastern shore of obile bay when they were La their

glory before the Civil I.ar, and now the obile ferries lanaed bring-

ing over all tne fashionable JlIobile fa"l1l1es to their sum.ller

homes on the bay. ohe remembered hearing father Ryan, the poet-priest

of the south, preaching at the dtd~cation of ,t ~ Catholic ~hurch
~

the storm ~ the '7~almOst demolished

ity (now ~'airhope). She recalls e {onfederate

~ '"obil' at tne outbreak of tne war for_aa6

wood on their way tm ~ort Pickens, Fla.~

I found loamwy Lucy to be neat and prim as she must have been

•

thirty years ago, when she f rst .. ent to work for the ~ry and ..ubir .........

walk~ with the agi ity of a young person, ana

with fresh thoughts and ith the deeds of t ••e

families. o~e still
-l;'Q

her mind ..;fertile

pas t. "I navle \ found

People have been good

to Lhose

happiness," she s"i ,

to me and b- in return I,
around me I have lived

be kina

and t have been rewaraed i')a ripe age tnat stiLl findS me feeling

young. I shall never grow ola in my thoug ts ana actions, but always

Keep a p ce in my mind to welcome something new. I will have had a

cumplete life if I can Live onLy two .. eeks longer. lhere is something





-1-
Week eno.ing ib:f 14, - 7.

B-201
S-260

•

,

•
Francois l"'\figsre Diard,
Identific~ionNo. 0149-5252 •
Fedsral Writers' Project, Dist.2.
WPA Project 3014, Kobile, Ala.

On

MAMMY LUCY KJJlBALL, EX-NEGRO SLAVE.

(Vlri ttsn by Francois Ludgere Diard.)

The last conversations the writer had with "Mammy Lucy"'Kimball, ex

slave, was during the last week in April, 1937. "Mammy Lucy" had grown very

feeble, but her former methodical mode of living can be attributed to the

cause of her obtaining the venerable old age of 85 years. She was born a

slave in 1851, at SWitt' s Landing near the town of Blakeley, in Baldwin County•
•

across the Kobile river and bay delta, and was a slave in the noted Charles

Hall family of Baldwin County during the 'War between the States. In 1907

she came to work for the T. S. Fry and Sa ntos RUbira.lamilies of Kobile.

Friday Kay 7th., 1937,she becams sUddsnly ill and succumbed that night.

Following the war between the States,~ Lucy" Kimball worked in dif-

ferent familiss at the Slwmer resorts of Baldwin County, then came to Mobile

whsrs shs woeked in a numbsr of Kobils families before going to work in the

T. S. Fry and Santos Rubiro fBll1llies.

~ Lucy" Kimball mostly performed the duties of children's nurse, aDd

had formerly been a dining room servant. She had s6me education, and as she

had worked only in refined and cultured families her entire life, her language

0and manner was that of a well educated person. However, like the average ed

ucated negro, abe still displayed the characteristics of the ante-bellum days.

She said she strictly adhered to old-fashioned methods, went to church as often

as she could, believed very little in doctors and always took when sick sim-

ple home remedies.

While conversing with "MAmmy Lucy", the writer asked her if abe believed

in carrying around a rabbit's foot, as he never knew for a fact she was not
•

superstitious like other negroes. She replied with a broad grin:
,

"Honey, you don't believe I am like these other negroes, who still cling

~
to all tabt before the war nonsense?" I might tell the children a rabbit foot

brings good luck because it is an old custo. for superstitious persons to car-
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ry one. But, honey, you'd have just as good luck it you oarried a lot ot
•

brick-bats in your pocket. My white tolks in Baldwin County never brought as

up to believe in superstitious things."

"Do you remember any superstitious happenings during the Civil War, when

you were a slave in the Hall family?" asked the writer.

"I remember during the Civil War some ot the misoh~evous Sibley boys, who
•

were kinstolks ot the Hall tamily over in Baldwin County, the tolks who last

me, on a dark, damp Sunday night tied a black ootton thread ot several

yards in length to a young stripling ot a brown skinned slave boy named "Slow

"Poke. All the slaves in the neighborhood were going to church that night, aDd

Slow Poke was tar behind. The Sibley boys had tied to the end ot the ootton

thread two cow bladders containing pebbles in each to make them rattle when

pulled along on the ground. However, betore the negroes were atarting trom

the Hall home, the Sibley boys asked Slow Poke did he have his rabbit toot

with him. Slow Poke showed them he had it well strung around his neck.

" 'Well,' said one ot the Sibley boys, 'remember Slow Poke take the mid-
•

dle ot the road and dont look baok, tor it you do the spirits will be right

on your heels and rattle you to death and you bound to see your anoestors.

Nigger, you won't tail to kiss your rabbit toot ten thousand times.' "
•

All the time young Sibley was telling this to Slow Poke, said )(ammy Luoy,

he was walking along side ot him, and when they got to the darkest spot along

the road young Sibley tied the cow bladder to the end ot the cotton thread at

tached unknowingly to Slow Poke and laid them noiselessly on the ground, and

then disappeared to the side ot the road to join his brothers end young

friends, who were waiting to see the "rabbit toot" work on Slow Poke.

When Slow Poke, continued Mammy Lucy, got almost up to the other negroes

going to church, the blfck thread stretched out at tull length and the oow
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bladders with their pebbles soon began to rattle. Slow Poke broke out and

ran and never stopped until he got to Montgomery Hill, in upper Baldwin

County, where he hid for a whole month end the Sibley boys had to go and

get him.

"Bless you, honey," said »ammy Luoy, "when they found him he was kissing
- •

over and over again his rabbit foot, as he was scared to distress. Slow

Poke was brought baok to the Hall home ,and given a beating and warned never

to run away."
-

MSnmy Luoy talked a good deal of the Hall and the Sibley families and

all the wealth that they onoe had, and what happiness it was to be a slave

to such good whtte people. She remembered all the summer resorts on the

eastern shore of Mobile Bay, when they were in their glory before the War

between the States and following for meny years, and how the Mobile Bay
II.

ferries landed, bringing over all the fashionable and we~thy families of

Mobile to their SUmmer homes by the bay. She said that she remembered hear

ing Father Ryan, the poet-priest of the SouthJpreaohing at the dedioation

of the Catholio Churoh at Montrose; and also when the storms in the 1870's

almost destroyed old Alabeme City (now the to\VU of Fairhope.) She also

remembered when the Confederate troops, leaving Mobile at the outbreak of

the war for aotive servioe, landed at Hollywood between Montrose and the

present Daphne on their way to Fort Piokens, Fla., and other points.

Mammy Luoy Kimball during this last interview in April was found by the

writer to be still neat aDd prim as she was thirty years before, when she firs

went to work for the Fry and Rubira families. She was now 85 years of age,

end had all the venerableness of a person that age. She still walked with

the agility of a younger person, however, and her mind still fertile and vivid
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Li

near auvills, Ala.,

two room oabin nestling back in ths woods

twelve milee above Mobile"~
,~'"~ -r

boY,.. along a oirouitous path~ ""

....)lIlowing the weiell t ot

her 86~~3~~::att~er talking amile she beoame interested alld

told H aile was born at Enterprise, )[1ss~ on the

given names, or the names ot their c:ilildren, ot whioh there werec.
plantation ot Mr. and s. Harvey.. but could not reoall their

•

•

three, two girls and one boy.

They Uved in a big white house and ths oabins in the

alave quarters were built ot planks, with streets betwesn and
•
•

•

little gardens in tront ot themv_ome
-

and others tlowers.

vegetable slanted

• The Rarveys were good masters, they hed plenty to eat, and

good homespun olothes to wear and hollIS -tenned leather shoes. The

women gathered leaves, SIG. bark/and indigo to dye the oloth to

make their dresses ot ditterent oolors.

The plantation was large and had several slaves. Aunt

Ellen, however, oould not reoall the number ot aores or the

number ot slaves, but knew there was a orom ot th em. The Harvey's

raised wheat, cotton and oorn, and lots ot live stook. ~

Aunt Ellen sat quiet tor a tew moments and said:

"Lady, when I si tIS and thinks ot all ths good th ings

us had to eat aDd all the tun _ had 'oourse we had to work, but

•
,
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you knows lady. when a crowd all works together and sings and

laughs, t irst thing you kn~ wcrk' s do ne • "

Aunt Ellen recalled the Yankees coming thro\1Sl1 and

telling ell the slaves they were tree. and that a lot ot the

slaves went with them, but Aunt Ellen laughed and said:
•

"l4y Pa and sOIlB ot the others glt scared and hid in a

big CS-Te an4... Just there until the soldiers lett. and, lady,

he stUl on attar the war with the Harvey!; lIIld I was

married there in the white tolks churchtiJ_a-.1.hey gave me a big

wedding. lots to eat. plenty ot music, singing and dancin

like ..bey used to say, we
,-

danced all night to broad dayli@llt'"
~ '44., .'

Aunt Elle how many times she was

married and she replied:

"Twice, tirst OIlS dead
•

and had no ohildren by e i th er".

I
and dont

-t /" £It,
know Wllere 1;Ia, 81 II all is.

Whan asked about religion Aunt Ellen said:

"Lady. I praysd and prayed and religion came to me. and,

l4auvilla where

I J~ned the Big
~~L

to

Zion Methodist Church, in Mobile. Ala., but
•

there was no liethodist Church~I J~ned

the Baptist Church."

Aunt Ellen saye the people ot today are going back not

torwarl\. "&.1 they study is idleness and to do devilment these
I

dqs. Young generation doIlS gone. Satan got ~m, too much 'Juking'

these days, have no time to study 'bout the Lord and their dying
•

• •
•
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1 t ,jukln. jua' Yontt 1 ok at It."

t Ellen t rou 4 oln ot the ner tl n

ot

t r

•

unt 11 n t 'Tbl1",a the 014-t rl1 on a b..t

1, trl d 0 lng ln v rin v 1 th toll wingl

01) b'T the rlv r ld.,

Je us 11 t lk d k,

Aintt ln to atudT th rld no re,

ln t t in to at 'T th told no re,

r r 'T the rlv .14e,

1 t It • k."

APIIl:I P r n nver tl n lth Aunt & 1 n lln ,

R.L.I)•.,
villa, Ala.


