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Asheville Cetten Mill
Asheville, N. ¢,
Aggust 2z, 1938

1- L. ﬁ.

DESCRIPTIUN OF MILL VilLlLaGk

On the Asheville side of the French Bpoad Hiver
at the point where a bridge connects West Asheville
with Asheville proper, a level strip of land runs
southward for about two hundred yards to form a valleye
floor which is bounded on one side by the river and on
the other by & network of railroad tracks., Situated
on part of this land is a pig grey brick oullding
which houses the Asheville Cotton Mill. Four hundrea
people work there and about half of them live on
Factory Hill.

The approach to Factory Hill from the Wgst Ashe-
ville road is over a brick-paved street on whose sides
are dingy, smoke-blackened houses. Factory Hill itself
is broken into three sections by intervening houses
not belonging to the mill company. There is no dis-
tinct beginning or ending to any of the sections and
it is only by inquiry that one is able in some instances
to determine which are mill houses.

A steep flight of steps leads from the orick-paved
street to & rough road on whose edges four houses are
located. This is the beginning of the first section of
Factory Hill, On up the hill twenty houses squat crook-
edly against the earth and find their connection one
with another by uneven pathways upon which cinders nave

been dumped in a fight against mud. four or five

inhabitants in this part of ractory Hill have planted




a little shrubbery on the narrow soil-patches around

their doors,

The road leading into the second section of mill
houses which is Factory Hill proper, is nothing more
than a crooked slit of earth on which the company did

not build houses. Lars climb over its ravined surface
with a tortoise-like effort and chug their way into tioe
street below., Ngw and then some young Doy ventures
forth with a four-wheeled contraption on which Qe
bumps his way from one gully's edge to another,

The houses were not built to follow the course
of the road. Some of them border on it but more diverge
from it and stend crookedly on little spois of barren
ground. They range in size from rooms of diminutive
proportions to 8ix and eight rooms which serve as two
and three family homes. Their painted surface is so
blackened by accumulated train smoke that it 18 necessary
to look twice to see which were originally yellow and
which were grey. No house has & yard but there on tLhe
lower end of the Hill one brave man has aug a flower
bed on his few feet of earth in which a bunca of phlox
and three marigolds are growing. Others have planted
scatttered nills of sunflowers., OUld buckets and tin
cans containing pot flowers line the doorsteps of a
number of houses, OUne looks in vain for even a tiny
tree,

Here and there alongside a dingy house an old

automobile, braced by a rock, is parked. N_t long ago

one inhabitant made plans with his neighbors by which
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they were to pool their limited space and grade it down
so that they might build a partitionea shed in waicn

to keep their cars and protect them partially from the
weather, The superintendent would not give nis per-
mission, however, because ne thought such a building

might ruin the appearance of the village.

Big black cans in which dye was shipped to the mill,
now used as garbage cans, without covers, are scattered
on lewel spots and form a part of ihe landscape seen Irom
most of the front porches. The garbage is removed Dy tae

company at uncertain intervals.

The road which leads into the village crawls on up
the hillside and stops aobruptly in front ol a one-time
dwelling which is new used as a club house. The first
floor of the building has been converted into & meeting
place for the Gyrls Club. Type Yirls Club was organized
by the Buncombe County Community ochools and is now
directed by a WPA teacher., Meelings are held weekly
during the school months of the year. about forty
girls between the ages of siXxieen and twenty meet Jfor
games, instruction and refreshmenis. Instruction
consists chiefly of lessons in table manners and taple
arrangements. Tyrough the efforts of a former leadsr
the c¢lub has been equipped with dishes, a stove, pilanc,
tables, chairs, cooking gtova and radio. Hgliday
parties are given on accasion and eacnh girl may invite
her boy friend. Games are playea ana refresamenis,

donated by some interested person, are served. Ihe

Club serves as the only form of recreation iIor tLhne




majority of its members,

Upstairs in the same building the company nas 1in-
atalled a bathtub and a shower. £Lvery person in the mill
village has the privilege of keeping clean by Lathing once
a week in this bathroom. Little girls may have their batns
on Friday afternnon from one o'clock to four. On Friday
evening from seven to nine the men may bathe. The hours
between one-thirty and four on Saturdays are allottea %o
the small boys and the hours from four-thirty to seven to
the women. The company pays a man 8ix dollars a montn to
keep the building and build the fires to neal the water ior
pathing. Several persons who once mnjoyed the privilege oi
a bath in a pathtub have quit because tney coniraciea
athlete's foot and they're now afraid of contractiing otaer
duseases if they continue to share an ill-kepl Dataroom
with nhumbers of other people.

The weekly bath is the one outsdde activiiy proviadead
for by the mill, It is up to each person to create his
own recreational devices in a village wnere Lnere are no
space and no facilities. IYjung boys, not yet eignteen,
with no money, no Jjob, and no particular interest in any-
thing wander aimlessly from neighobor's house to Neighoor's
house to tak with boys whose oppotunities for recreation
are no better than their own. oS metimes tney join olaer
boys in drinking sprees wanich occasionally ena in ligais
and bandaged heads. Infrequently they go on [isalng
trips to Sandy bottoms, each taking an old quilt or

blanket on which to sleep. oSometimes they loal at thne

cafe or one of the filling stations located on the sireet




below,

On the west side of the paved street below ractory
Hill proper is located a string of ten or eleven houses
which make the third section of the mill village. In
the musty, three-walled basement of one of these houscs
a recreational feature for children is conducted by Dick
dones. Dick, the ten year old boy who lives wilh nis
family in the dingy upstairs, has hung curtains made of
old sacks and torn sheets across the street side of the
pasement, and there he sometimes gives shows when Qis
father's old truck is not parked inside. ¥from Oenind tne
flapping edges of the make-shifi curtain ne peers at
passers-by and extends an invitation L0 any grown-up wino
greets him with a smile. Already ne will have gathered
fifteen or twenty of the neighborhood children and have
them seated on old tin buckets, small tubs, and stone
blocks. The row of seats in front has peen sold out
for four matches per seat. The unreserved ones behind
bring only two matches.,

Dick's current number is a two-man performance of
Snow Wnite. Dick has never seen the picture obul he Kkeeps
up with the story in the funny paper, and he saw the play
given at school the past year. 0OUnly one child out of his
regular audience saw the picture winile it was siowing in
Agsheville and sne would never think of correcting Pick if he
fails to keep strictly to the story., With one assistant

and limited equipment Lick cannol pbe exactly accurate and

she kKnows 1t.




Dick's show is staged after this fasnion: A little

old wagon is drawn up front and placed at some distance
from the eager audience, Dick and his assistant run out-
side. In a minute Lick reenters, wearing over his
devilish little face a Snow White mask., With a mincing
step he walks to the wagon, stretches himself and says

in & highly pitched voice. "On, 1 feel very lonely.

I wish someone would comé." 4#And in walks the eleven year
old patsy-faced assistant cerrying in nis hand three tiny
green apples plucked from a tree up the street,

"Won't you have a apple?" ne says to Snow White in
a crackly, witen's voice.

Snow White bites into the proffered apple and says
that it's good. The witch hands her another. When she
puts her lips to the second one she falls over into a deep
sleep, In great glee the witch says "I reckin that fixes
you," and departs, Little Snow White, tired of waiting
for the next episode, grunts once and the audience yells
"Keep still, you're dead,"

Presently the assistant transformed now into Prince
Lharming by thne addition of a pepper weed "plume" to his
old felt hat walks briskly in, embraces Snow Wpike and
exclaims "At last l've found you," And in this manner
Dick's version of Spow Wpite ends.

Vick has in his cast two girls who tap dance but some-

times when visitors are present they suffer from stage

fright and refuse to perform until properly reprimanded,




Diek's method of reasoning witu them is sometning like

this: “Suppose folks in real saows done like that, woat

do you reckin would happen?” After itnat ihe tapping beings.
The last number on Dick's program is the presentatlon

of & emoking dummy. He has acquired Ifrom a drugsiore a

pasteboard Fhillip Morris and hé nas punched & nole 1in

Phillip's mouth. In this opening Ujick places a cigareile
and while his assistant holds the match Djck puifs at ine
cigarette until it's lighted., The chilaren laugh in glee

as the dumumy continues to smoke, unaided.

After the show is over the children talk a little
among themselves, play around in the dirty basement, and
then go up the hill to their dingy homes.

L.H.
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Asheville Cotton Mill
Agheville, §. C.
?ﬁ?tulﬂ. ¥WE < -

A DAY OF FACIURY EILL

Tou'd 1ike %0 know vhat & day in sy 18fe & 1ike? Well,
tzint no trouble atall fer me to tell you decnuse overy ome is
¢0 =uch like ths other 1've loarmed the pattern by hesrt long
ago.

“Fink goes to work at soven. I got wp at half past five
to get his bDreskfast so's not %o Be rushed and so's we con hawe
a fov ninutes for talkin' defore he leaves.

“Svery soraia' I cock eate for the youwnguns. Thay like 18
snd hit's cheap. Me and him sate It too, But now and sgis we
g+t & 11%t1e Decon mest. A Dody Juwst seems to want = 1ittle
bagon meat once or twice & week. The children ain't learned to
erawe it yit. They get uwp vhen they hear the dishes rettlin’. sad

vo're done with bdreskfast = 1little after six. Somstimes they

ain't such to talk shout and we Jest sef.

"After ho's gome I help the younguns drvess and then start
eleanin’. ‘Gin I git the dishes done, the beds made, and the
floors swept, its nine o'clock and almost time to start clesnin’
agin. Yom see, them all beln' girls cxsept the Dedy, I hawve %o
keeo 'em in the house most of the time bdeceuse the doys sround
h-uﬂa;-uml'-unuqm-'ngnmumm
vith then. Them, too, they's no place for children to play dut
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thmmtmmut'tMI#mmth

koep the road from washin' worse than it is.
Wost daye sround half pest nine I start fixin® Plsk's dinner.

I leave hare at half pest eleven to take it to him. He works in
the dye roon and the kittles has to De kept dodlin' oll the time.
haﬂtthutmm.uﬂhmlmﬂcﬂn'—uhrhnthy'l
a slack in bhis work,

“When I git beck from the aill me and the younguns eat. Nost
daye 1t's dsouit-bresd, "otatoes, and besms of one kind or smother.
!Ml'thnﬂ&thdhh.xﬂwlm—umm
when they's aagythine to sew on. The other day I bDowght » quarter's
mthdchth-dl'njutflnhhﬂ-kh'nmmm
of it for them two loast omes. I wunlly look at a ploture in
& catalogue and cut me & paper pattern frosm 1t Yot times they
it right well,

‘Mmimauﬁlnﬁ.dmthulm'tﬁhh
keep ny children nownys like sleaa. I don't reckin they's a
dirtier jlnce in the world to live than heve. it takes tweo
evenings, teeo, for ironin’.

AL four o'elock Pink Somos home from the mill. In a 1ittle
viille I start gettin’ Supper. Ve gm'ly eat defore il past five.
Vh-!'-h-vithﬂoulh-umhhnhhhmm
vetahes the youngums pley. LWM'tmmitMrulm
because they'd fesl foolish dolan’ 1t. Ve are that Jaumed wp
together, ﬁnmmmﬁhrtn-ﬂw. Rardly & dxy passes
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Mmmduhﬂtmt&“mmﬂnﬂm

younguns out of a fight. Like 20 mot we'll meet one another

emptying trash in them dig garbege coms put out there by the mill,
¥o they's no ressen much for visitin' ia the ewenin'.”

"Avound half pest seven or «ight I put the children te bed
snd mo snd him sets om 111 shout half past elight or nine.

"He's sleepin' this summer on the single bed in the fromt
voom. Usually be sleeps with them two biggest ones sad I sleep
vith the twe least ones, dut they're so frensy-like durin' hot
vorther, hit keers him from sleepin’ as much as he oughter amd
hiz workin.'

"Sext dsy storts like the ome before aad ends about the
same. Of course, on Fridays snd Saturdsys Rite a 1i8tle different.
Soth of ws enjoys Vesterns snd we gen'ly go once a week %o the
sfeture show. 1 go en Pridey night while he stays with the
children and then he goes on Saturdsy. They's always & Dumch
of woren goin' on Friday sad 1 go slong with them, HIt'4 e
ales If me smd hin oould go together sometimes but they's nebody
to loave the ohildren with, If 4t wvasan't for that movie I don't
know vhat I'4 do. Course, we ala't really shle to spend the 104
splece for foolishmess vhen he's Jjust makin' nine dollars and
sizty cont & week, Yut 2 body caint stand 1t Af he don't hawve &
1ittle plessurs sometines.

"Pink Just gete three dspe & week in the mill now, Dt w
get wp at the same time on the dage be don't werk, WHe's oo tired
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since they put on the stretah-out that he lays around the house
snd rests & good Hit vhen he's off. Sometines he goes dowm %o
the stors and sets snd talks with other sen frem the Fill. The

past sorimg he made them two svinging boxes ocut of old oar tanks
sn! got him some Teod paint from the ten-cent store to paint ‘em

with. They make good bDoxes for petumias. Ne hauled me 41yt from
dYest Asheville to make them two flower beds by the doomsteps.
That's his truck settian' out there dut we don't uwse it such sinece
they®s 2o monay for gae. Hit used %0 Be & oar Dut he Tixed &
body om o it. I put out = sight of digging sakia' bdeds for
then petuniss sad phlox but mo place seems like home without a
fow flowers.

"he year goes round briagian' very little change but the
voather. Foor folks doa't hawe 20 wecation, you know, whon thay's
tine off from cooking, sad wvashing, and worrying sbout the grocexy
Mil. The only seney 1've spant for plessure this year weat for
the pleture show and for then flovers. I'm glad ay flovers done
so well. Nit's siocer seftin' on the poreh when they's somethin’

to look at benldes a2 ved, wgly MI1).*




1001 Broad S%.
Vest Durham, kK ¥. C.
July 12, 19%8

E. 5. N,

Sally Dunne is the mother of thirteen childrem, three of
vhom are dead and three married. Seven of the children ranging
from two and a half to eighteen live with their mother and father
{n sn old, four-room, loosely-built house located a short distance
from the houses delonging to the company which owns the mill where
John Dunne works. Some of the people ia the mill village will tell
mmtmmmﬂdta“oﬂﬁumlhu-tm
m-n-wmmmtmum-uwn
lw;ithﬂlvﬂltdlmthnth'ullﬂttmmrm‘
the company's house. At any rate the Dunnes cannot reat & company
house and they pay §13 a month for the dilapidated one in which
they 1ive. It is becoming imorsasingly difficult for them to find
nmdwnﬂlumothauunhumthvhnthmt
was not paid. John Dunne mekes fourteen dollars a week and on that
the family of nine wust live.

As you come %o the intersection of Broad and € Sts. you will
more than likely see Sally's smaller children playing in the 1little
pttnhdfmtyudaﬂﬂ:‘nynutthnmmutmw
snswer readily, "Mama. is settin' out on the dack porch." Ome of
Mmﬁnﬂd:uhtoﬁo“naﬂmunmuytw

the confusion which iz their home. The first two rooms are crowded

with dirty beds snd a few shabby chairs. The bedroom on the right




-
contains 2 dusty table and 2 dustier radio. You look at the dirty
ﬂmﬂmdﬂhtro@thukuthsfmmﬁthm*
keeps this house 1is fgettin' out on the bdack porch.”
!uﬁndldlyutthmnthmnwchswﬂdh
thrndhrehﬂuuvhmhlpmmt-‘hmm. Her
Mwwm“mlwdm&lﬂduw
twglmhrmwofwtpm. She tells
mofthahudmtoptupndghamhumu. She walts
rumtonwkud*umw-m-mmm”u—ﬂ
mm'lb.pdoﬁl'tmdmmlm'thﬂlymm
Mdn'tmuﬂlltdlhﬂmndﬁaiwumm
is gettin' dimmer fast.”
ummdmnm--unmumm
Wthﬂmhuttﬂ!*muw. You look imto the
dining room at the crude, home-made table with its ugly oilcloth
ndthnutth-lm-hhhh thlothlrptmdmttmh
the room. !uhoiutontlmymnrnﬂndtmdnu
tollhgmth.ltnh-ndthchndﬂlmm.mdm-uhs
week snd for it they receive $1.53. "It seems like that money
goes rmu:m:m'-m.'mmum. Somet imes we use
ittﬂdothludm-dmlnnwmm' foolish which
I reckin we ought to get along withous. I buy the "Durham Sun®
fﬂmm-ndttmtllﬁtmk.mmuhnh
read the fumnies.®
hmwutotonmdhruﬂylﬂ.mmm

mtmubrqumnrmthnﬂmtmlnrm
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children would interest her Very 1ittle as veading matter. She
hﬂtintognnwmmthiﬂpm. for her publie
work-1ife started at tem.

Sally was bora um'unlﬁt:)mfmmu
her grandfather, Josiah ¥hite. As a young man Josish was & tenant
famrunumconty;nﬁdhrh.mnrﬂdhm-dw
Mississippi, hoping %o f£ind there such conditions =5 would give
m;mnwutmammr. Believing, after
two years of hard labor, that possibilities of his becoming =

land-owner in that State were remote he moved with his wife and

by the time his dsughter, Molly, mother of Sally, was

had paid for his 160 sore farm and furnished it with live stock.

Nolly married = meighboring tenant who then came to live with bher
on her father's place. When he dled eight years later he left
Molly with Sally and three younger children. It vas not long
until Josiah died and his widow, after selling the farm and
stock for $1,300, returned to North Carolins.

Sear & bad factory in East Durham Molly's mother bought a
four-roon house for herself sad Molly's femily. W¥hile the grand-~
sother looked after the three smaller children Molly wemt inte
the mill. She took Sally, then an emergetic child of ten, along
and found work for her at twenty-five cents a day. Molly made around
fifty cents daily and on the combined wages of mother and child the

family subsisted.
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Sally had worked a long time before she was sixteen. When
she reached that age she felt that 1ife must indeed de half over.
V¥ork without any sort of recreation always had been her lot and
narriasge appeared to offer at least one advantage -~ change. Child
bearing degan immediately and with it even more responsibility
and less time for thoughts of recreation. It seems foollsh to her
today that grown people should want to go to dall games amd picoture
shows. Her dislike of bPilliard parlors is promounced but not nearly
s0 much as her fear of liguor stores.

Before she has finished with her remarks about liguor stores
it is obvious that John goes to the one just down the street a little
too aften. V"If John was to get drunk and get hisself arrested the
company would fire him " Sally tells you in affirmation of what
you are already thinking. She says that she has not forgotten the
two months not more than six years age when John was out of work
and there was not so much as a dollar to bduy the children food.

The mill at which John Dumne then worked was closed suddealy
but it took the workmen some time to realize that the shut-down
could be permanent. After two weeks John started om a trek through
North and South Carolina to look for a jJob. Sally had gotten wp
early and made bread from the last dust of flour, aad fried the
last egg. John looked at the table and turned away. "I ain't
hungry” he said. "I'11 leave what's there for the younguns.®
Sally sat there alome in the kitchem lomg after he had gone. She
knev John was hungry. She kmew, too, that his mind was miseradle

—
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with doudt. He didn't know vhether there was any job ahead of
hin and he dida't )mow how his family would get food.

Suddenly Sally stops speaking and 2 smile lights up her wgly
face. With an sbrupt Jesture of her right hand she pushes her
hair further up under the bommet-like cap shading her eyes. Then
she says, "We had neighbors close by who was workin' at another
ail]l but my mind wasa't on neighbors that morning John left. 1
just kept settin' there while the little bit of breakfast got
colder snd colder. Then all of a2 sulden I heard = kmockin' on
the kitchen door. When I opemed the door and seen sbout 2 dozenm
folks standin' there with their arms full of groceries I couldn't

help dut ery. Well, John stayed gone a month and they wasa't a

day we d4dn't have at least one meal. He come back without a
job and 1t was a good month before he got one at another mill in
Durham. Them wes hard, hard times. I was needin' cover that
wvinter but they wasn't a2 chance to save shead for i8."

You know thet any comment you might make would sound trivial.
The silemnce gets deep and is Droken only when 2 young woman you
414 not know lived here comes out of the house leading her two-year
old baby The child, dressed ia a sunsuit, laughs gleefully as
her mother puts him out in the yard to play. The woman sits dowm
on & box in the cormer of the porech and begins to smoke a cigarette.
"That's my deughter Stella,” Sally tells you and then adds “Her
snd her man both is out of work and they're stayin' with us a while."

Stella is drawn imto the comversetion and 1t is mot long defore
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she has told you of the furniture she tried to buy. VWhen she and

Bill were first narried they selected a bedroom suite, a2 cedar

chest, an upholstered chair, two lincloums, and a big fine oil
stove. When she first sew the bedroom sulte marked at $39.50, she
thought 41t must really be the greatest bargain in town. Vhen,
after the sale was made, the proprietor began adding carrying
charges which brought the price up to $61 she was a2 1ittle baffled,

but he explained to her just how easy the payments could be made.
The d11 for the furniture came to $200 and she snd Bill had paid
all of 4t but $80 at the time they lost their Jobs. She doesan't
see yot wvhy they couldn't let her keep at least the bedroom suite.
The subject of furniture is soon passed over and Stella tells
you why she lost her jJob.

Stella lost her job when new spimningmachinery was installed.
The spimners reteained were given eight sides instead of seven
with a pay increase of two dollars a week. That suz was the
regular wage paid heretofore for the operation of one of the old
frames. The new lLong Draft Machinery has around two hundred
spindles and the old spimning frame comtained 112 spindles. Stella
has & friend otill working who says she had never dreamed that
eight hours of work could bde so hard. Once she was able So catch
up with her work and enjoy tem or fifteen-mimute rest periods
throughout the day, but since the installation of the Long Draft
Hachinery she stays continuously behind as much as fifteen or
tventy mimutes.

Stella's husband lost out when the doffers were asked to

sign a paper stating that they were willing to do more work,




.

Out of the sixteen them employed sight signed and they immediately

began doing the work of all.
Stella and her husband have bdeen living for the past six weeks

on the unemployment insurance which they draw amnd will continue
to draw for tem more weeks if their unemployment continues. They
have spent & comsiderable part of it travelling from mill to mill

in hope of finding a Job.

Stells looks out iato the yard where her baby is playing with
her young sisters and brothers. "I hope I don't never have another
one,” she says. "I had & miscarrisge from lifting 2 heawy tud of
vater vhen he wasn'’t more than a year old. I went to the doctor
and asked him what a2 woman could do to keep from havin' bables.
I'm tzyia' to do vhat he told me."

A child runs through the house and says that he sees his
sister, Sue, coming down the strect. He leaves the screen door
ajar and Stella reprimands him for it though there are pleaty of
holes through which any fly =ight fiad his way inside.

Sue with her two children arrive and you are told that she
is another of Saelly's married daughters. She lives with her
husband in the near.by mill village. Ner hair.style, volce, and
nannerisms show = marked resemblance to Betty Boop. You degin
to feel that Sally's prejuiice against movies i1s not shared by
her childrea.

Sus's two children, dressed in sunsuits, go out imto the
yard to play with Stella's baby. The two sisters discuss the




amount of milk the dootor has prescribed for their children and

indicate by their comversation that they try to meet the requirements.
In the meantime you knook at flies. *I declare, 1 bathe that youngun

mﬂnuhthdmlpnthutum.'ltoushoqill"hﬂh-dm

got ewful dirty." Sally joims in to say that she dreads Vednesday
and Saturday nights bdDecamse on those two nights all of the smaller
children take their baths and they make a great commotion dragging
the tin tud back and forth from ti-p.nh to the kitchen where the
bathing is dome. You lock out into the yard at Sally's childrea
and decide that they do appear cleansr than the house to which they
belong.

Sue mentions her grandmother, Jlolly, and vhen you manifest
an interest in her Sally tells you that Molly still lives in the
small house which she inherited whem her mother died. With her
are her unmarried son and her divorced daughter, who is the mother
of two children. The som is a loom fixzer with a weekly wage of
$22.00. He not only supports his mother dut also contridbutes
toward the support of his youmgest sister's family when her wage
as part-time worker in a silk mill camnot meet their needs.
Holly's fourth child married a tensnt farmer and they have no
children.

After & while you leave the over-crowded house of the Dunnes
and as you go alonmg you recall other things that Sally has told
you. Into your mind there come certain conclusions as to how

she feels toward her own problems.
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¥ith full awaremess that her !msband's wage cam never cover
the needs and can hardly touch the wants of her family, she is on
the alert for sny domatioms from the outisde. She'd like for some
of the older children at home to start workiag in the mill dut
since the mill camnot use them and the outside world does not
noed them she has bdeen drought to the attitude that warious
organisations will have to help her with her problems. Her children
had bdeen attending the Methodist Church for 2 number of years dut
the kindness of the Baptist preacher at Christmas time last year
converted them to the Baptist way of thinking, Sally says "There
vouldner been any Christmas at this house if that man hadn't took
2 interest in providia' for my younguns. He brought a2 dig goods
box of things to us and I ain't never bdeen muech happler than when
I wvas unpacking 4t. They was apples, oranges, candy, muts, tops,
dolls, traims, and little wagons -~ plemnty to divide amonget them
still believing in Santa Claus.*

The teacher which she likes best i» the one who last wintes

bought her twelve-year old son & pair of shoes after he had Deen

absent from school for three wseks on scgount of the celd weather.
She hopes that by next year the s@heyl will furnish free lunches
for the children and eliminate her prodlem of providing three
mesls a day. If you should manifest any interest in how she
manages 0 provide food for her erowd, her characteristic answer
is, "Svery head I've got would go hungry Af I didn't ksep pons
shoilin' in the pot all the time."




With continmual acceptance of umsolved problems Sally has
reached a state of lethargy which she does not or cammet disturd,
There seems to bde no appreciable effort to train her children in
the tasks shout the house. After the Dunnes have eaten, some of
the children will wash the dishes in 2 hasty sad slip-shod manner
and then join the rest of the family in one of the two dirty
bedrooms where the $12 radio is turned on at full-blast. Some of

the children are good looking and as a group appear of average

intelligence. With no direction of their energies they play a

1ittle, sorap a little, and live from meal to meal while Sally
gite among them, wsually holding a tobacco sack which she is teagging

without belng able to see it very well.
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ankes us rich folke for sure," She saye that no money has ever made

her nronder then that first week's wazes with the reise for 1t seemed
such 2 big amount after the lean, hard days ghe'd mown on the famm,

From then on Devid made &2 frirly decent living for his femily and by

the year 1912 he had a smell bank account,

At that time letters from Imgland reminded him that hie mother was
areins fact and her health wes failing, David conld not overcome the
legire to see his mother 2gnin, He sold zll of his property except
his househol o 0d nd with his wife and three children went to Englar
After ponth'e vigit among his people, David and his family returned
- b i) e R T T o Y '!""-F 1-‘-."1
' MMa § - PR e ey - - W -k -~ % - '3

Shortly after his return David secured 2 job 28 a mill mechanic
in Weet Durham and he hag been there nee Josephine as the oldest
of the children felt the need of contributing to the family at an earlil
£ then the others, Then, too, 2ll1 the girle her age that she kmew
had entered the mill, EHer yvouncer brotiers end sisters sttained the
are of sixteen before their life in the mill began. One of her brother
e married to 2 nurse and one of her sisters whose husband owne two hov
in Acheville is surerviecor in a cigarette fectory in Richmond, The oth
brother and the other sister are married and working in the same mill

ith Josenhine,

Josephine is proud of her mother and father. She likes to tell
vou that the older Josephine, now sixty-one, got another permenent last
. - She 29 . o =i s " A PP ~hh AP sav whd ~) “*-"‘1'":" ~n 1.1 P

& ' L - - i L o b o - - ol N @ = w ' . v -

§ s and anw NTThaédéla - and wd Abrwa it Tat AP PAl1Yva hoave +A14A ma
i ad S -t (=L ra— . L - ' " - e W o - -l ol - A v v . -
they didn't think 1t done mama Justice.," If her father's name ie brous
they didn't think 1t 4 8 1 . h n !
into the conversation she will nrobebly tell you that he 1 thirty-
';--1--,—\- I'T'.”’,‘.
Jogephine's ambition for her children is hardly mor ronounced
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JONN ROGERS, *ROMICE TRUCTER

John Rogers had hed seven hours slesp in the past two nights.
Ho wvould get adout fouwr =ore hours vhex he got to lLurham after
aidnight. Then be wvould get wp sayly to deliver hiz: vegetables
sad feuits to the Durham grocers. Thi: done ho would start the
hundred and sizty miles bagk to Richmond vhere he would wrrive
early in the afternoon, Duy anothar load, and get back %o Durbem
in tine for four or five hours slewp -~ Af owerything went right.

Vhen driving like this Jokn Rogers sometimes pulls to the
side of the ™ad and liee flat on the varn conarets under his
truck, completely »elaxed. Mve nlmutes of this ond he onn drive
on a» Af he had slept. He drinks colfee and Coca-lolas to stay
swaie dut dosan't wse or irust suoch alds as So-log, Whez he
started driving four years nge he welighed 165 pownds and has
sinoe gainad fifteen pounds. Ne has never had a wreok,

John Sopers owns, or owns with his three Yrothers-in-law,

fouwr trucis, three of thes half-tom plekups =al o & toemndea-lalf

Job, all Fords smd all Dut one thirty-Tive V.da. JSwery day dub
Ssturday and Junday he takea ome of the plaimps to Nichmond. Dolng
this five dags a wvesk malies him feel all wore dowa scmetines, he
adnite, dut it's = compotitive Dusinees and the Durhax grocers
mow his stalf L0 fresh. The Richmond trips net about fiftesn

oFr tweniy Gollars cash, The big trusk, drivea by ene of his
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brothers-in.law, runs to Jorfolk snd nets more. The big trwek
requires & helper, whom they hirve. It gets ten miles %o the gallem,
loadsd or ualoaded; the lighter trusks get twice that unloaded and

shout eighteen losded. His first truck was & '26 T sodel snd be

has traded ia for = suwoccession of newer models ever since. Yords,
a¢ thinks, are a8 good as you wvant for your nonay.

Two of the bdrothers-in-law stay in Turham and get advense
orders sad delliver with one of the plokups. Thelr martet s Durham
though they sometimes help supply luke University and the University
of Vorth Osrolina at Chapel Hill., Thay are all younger than Joha

Rogers, who 19 thirty-three.
iis load on a mid-Sestember aight consiats of tomantoes,

roasting-ears, bdlagk-qyed peas, stringdeans, and peaches. lile
also carrvies two dozen eggs for his own homs. HNest of this stulf,
he says, is raised close around Richmond., The other truck gets
vegetables and fruits grown in the beck country around Sorfelk
and on the Hastern Shere or oven brought in on ships. Ne follow
the mar<ets sad has hauled about overytiing that grows.

Lest winter he hauled {ruit and vegstables fro= Florida.
This winter he 1o golag %o 40 At sguin, but as & driver for a
Durhen frult dealer imstead of as an indopendemt. At lesst he
thinks he will get the Job which will pay hin twenty-five, magbe
thirty dollars mnd expenses. Ho saye last vinter wasa the toughest
hs over saw. U wvos paging on three trucks, his baby was bern
and his vife vesa't working. The competition was ded, too many
trucking. He nows the Floridsa sariets and is 2 close Duper aad
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he will Be shls to sawe his uplqurmnmlhﬂ'. He will
-tMaMWMt-dﬂthumttm. He revely

goes further inte MNorida than Jucksonville. Thare he oan rot

anything ke waate.
John Negers likes the mosrtainty snd chence of tructing but

he i3 getting tired of 18, The 11fs of = truckiriver, he saym, is
six yesrs. He thinks this winter may be his 1ast on the highwey.
s oan alwaye geot rosething to ﬁnmmﬂmuxmhﬂ
and stoy on the farm wilth his mother sal father sad take care of
the place. Sesides, he has = tnoome Tros his houses sad he will
have : chance to bulld mere.

Souses seen to de & pession with Jolm Sogers. Before he
finished hizh scheol in Hillabere ho was getting thres dollars &
vesk fyow s house ho had duilt aluoet entirely with his own hands
vith lusber he had cut om his father's ferm and had had saved.

e never followed earpemtry but stulled it out, snd 1t's not hand,

he says, to leapa something you seslly like. s built his first
house in Durhss during waostlons and spare $ime, and he did a11

the ver: exsept some of the finishing. Jow he ean slmost completely
»uild » house by himeelf. Altogether, he has duilt four houses,

throe of which he still owms. We says e ssuld have goms to college
»ut he figured that after four years he would de juat deginning while
if he A4dn't go he eﬂtmnmummtaﬂhth
throe dollars = week remt from eansh. Az! he was restless snd weated
to 4o things with his hands.

If zaother panic comes he OnyS there's nothiag bdetter than

houses if they're clear and pald fer. The next house he plans to
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build is to e on & lot he owns in the Nogro section of Durham,

mear the Forth Carolins College for Negroas. Nigger howmes, Mo
ssys, are the best paping. e plans & three yoom house whieh will

hawe only electricity at first buf there will e & dathroom and
oventunlly he will zgut in water. BNow, there's 2 well neardy.

The house he lives in is one he BDuilt., IR has five rooms.
They have two Deds bDut whem his drother vas married amd coms theme
to spend the firet night there was only one bed, mnd Jolm Robarts
sad his wife spant the night on a eot. Thalr owa homagmoon had
been to Asheville on twenty-six dollars.

No married five years sgo. His wife vas from Durbham. Jhe
vorks and on Sundsy plays the organ at thelir chwrch, Hethodist.
She topk music for nine years and thay have & plane, Nis dsughter
is elght nonthe old, A man, says John Regers, hasn't mown anything
watil he s 2 ghild, Thay slan %o hawe her go to ocolloge afl e
has degun to set cside somsthiang each week in sa account for her.
Thay triesd to sell him an endowment polliey which woulld hawe nald
her two thousand dollares when she decounes sightean But he said
to hell with that., That vay hs coulda’t toush the momey bSefore
ahe var olgzhteen and he nay went %o take 1t out and Wuild her some
hounes delore thea.

Though he likss the house whore he lives he feels that the
fare uwp in the nerthesst cormer of Orange County, adjoining
Durhan, is vreally home. No was born thore sad home, he ssge, s
the place vhere you spend your childhood. Iut he wvould hate to
ieoave the house he has bullt and 1ives in. Ee doesn't 1like te
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thisk of other peopls moving into 1t. He would slvest wvant %o o
of f and. like the fellew sage, leave 1t supty with a fence sround
it. Put 1t would yent pretty good since houses are hard to get

iz Durham.

On the faym hMs father, who is 61, aad his mother snd o couple
of younger brothers live. The boys are getting ready to leave and
the old folke will be alone. Mis father alwaye talke of Suilding
s house sl soviag to Durhasn, i John Rogers i sure that he will
aover be satisfied anywhore oxcept on the famm, Ne mey go sd liwe
there with the old follkks wmtil they die. He doesn't kmow vheother
ho wvould want %o stay after thal.

Hie fether had 367 sores «— he used to ssy he had 365, an
scre for each day in the year. ¥e wold ever n hundred acres to
the husbeand of one of the daughters. He sottled the nlase sdout
the tise John was bora, Dut he was fyon jJust 2 =ile and & half
sy and the nsighborheod is full of relatives. Joha Rogers doesa's
have sny trsce of his people very for bDack Dut they have Been SThare
s long whlle., %o has faglish, Scotah-Irish, sad some Fremch bleeod.
The Noberts sre Paptists and Dencerats. The section iz shouk two-
thirds Domoorat and » thipd Rapubl fusn.,

There vere ten childven, #ix boye end fowr girls. Ome gind
fled. They wvers bomn, tvin boys, then John, then & girl and »
boy, £irl snd 2 Doy, £irl and 2 Doy, and 2 girli. One of the twime

is nanager of en i1ce plant in on essterz Forth Carclisa towm. Ne

vas the ome vhe speat the night at the houwse, .m.ftherir‘lt

teaches sciwel iz Salishury. She went to the Yomeme' College of

the University of lorth Carolins at Greemsdore snd graduated at
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Duke. She wos slweys ssart ia sohoal, he says, while he had &
herd time getting by, She slways made batveen 50 aad 100 st Duke.
Ths youngest zirl is eatering Oreemsdoro tais year.

fla father sever had to hire sayhedy descsuse there were always
pleaty of younguns on the place. IHow he oocaslonally takxes on a
helper but he doesa't do sueh farming. John Rogers figuresa that
his fotler 1z worth adeut §11.000.00 eash, Ne made his monay on
the farn furing and after the war. ¥Yhe farm Is pretiy good land
an’ there 12 standing timder on the place.

iles mother was ia the hospital a year or se ago for removal
of » gall stome an' an operation for female treubls that wos from
his birth., It sset S800.00. She slweys sald she bhad were trouble
yrineine his inte the werl? tham any of the othore. And he loved
2is oy - ho loved his daddy, 00 -« but he wasz his maney's
younpun., He always stayed aless to heP.

John forsre thinks Premilin Ecosovelt is the best Demsoras
of all. ¥e docen't think Hoover wvas %0 bad; he had » Dengeratie
Comgress snd just peve wp. He alwaye held it againet Vilsom Ter
gotting us into war af'ter prosising to stay out.

John Vorers delliowvee in Christ because, he says, 28 the
seying soes, Ohrist reised sech = stisk, However, he wvonders Af
the Bible iz written s Ood swant 1t to Be. He hates to Delieowe
that snybody thinks meve of God than he does bdut he Just belleves

there are lots of thinges in the 3ikles God Aldn't mean to ba thare.

¥hen you think shout 1%, he says, =am is 11%%1e, mighty 11%%1e.

re don't mmow where we crue fro= or vhere (Ood came fyom.
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Johm Sogers is net o driaking nen. ¥He doesa't fool around

with wouen or mow saything about thone 'cinad of things. Ne dossa's
cuss or ot leset he 4idn't wntil he started Ariving. dut you have
to suss some of the people who are on the voad, he saye. Ge doesm't
follov foreisn doinsre wmmeh dut he seys sbout the Cermans that Ood
soottered the Jows sad man 19 going to sestter them,

tm Sundsys and en his days off Johm Regers doesn't po riding

but works sround hie house.




