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AsheTille Cetten Will
AeheTille. N. C.
AUguat 22, 1'36
I. L. M.

F ILL VILLAGE

On the AeheTille aide ot ~he French Broad RlTer

a~ ~he point where a bridge connecta ea~ AsheTille

wi~h AsheTille proper. a leTel s~rip ot land runs

southward for abou~ ~wo hundred yards ~o torm a Talley­

tloor whlch ie bounded OD one eide by the riTar and on

the other by a network ot railroad ~racks. ituated

on par~ ot this land is a big grey brick bUilding

which houses ~he AsheTille Co~ton ill. Four hundred

people work there and abou~ halt ot them liTe on

Faotory Hill.

The approach to Factory H!ll from the ieet Ashe­

Tille road ls oTer a briok-paTed stree~ on wbose sidss

are dingy. smoke-blackensd houses. Factory Hill itselt

is broken into ~hree sections by interTening houses

not belonging ~o the mill company. Thera is no dis-

tinct beginning or ending to any at th~ sections and

it is onlJ by inqUiry that one is able in so.e ins~ances

to determine which are mill houses.

A steep flight at stsps leada trom the brick-paTed

street to a rough road on whoss edges tour houaes are

located. This is the beginning at the tirst section at

Factory Hill. On up the hill twenty houses squat crook­

edly agains~ the earth and find their connection one

with another by uneTen pathways upon which cinders haTe

been dumpeD in a ight ngalnet mud. Fa r or tiTe

inhabitants in this part ot Factory Hill haTe planted

•



•

•

•

* 2 *

a little ehrubbery on the narrow eoil-patches around

their doors.

The road leading into the eecond seotion at mill

housee which ie Factory H~ll proper, is noth~ni more

than a crooked slit at earth on which the company d1d

not build boueee. ~ars climb over its ravined surtace

with a tortoise-like etfort and chug thsir way 1nto the

street below. Now and then some young boy ventures

fortb with a tour-wbeeled contraption on wbicb be

bU~ps his way tram one gully'e edge to anothsr.

The bouses were not built to follow the course

ot tbe road. Some ot them border on it but more diverge

trom it and stand crookedly on little spots at barrsn

ground. They range in size from rooms at diminut1ve

proportions to six and eight rooms which serve as two

and theee family howes. Their painted surface is so

blackened by accuMulated train smoke that it 1s necsssary

to look twice to eee whicb wers originally yellow and

which were grsy. a bo se has a yard but there on the

lower end of tbe Hill one brave man has Qug a flower

bed on b1s tew teet ot earth 1n wbich a bunch at phlox

and tbree marigolds are grow1ng. thers havs ~anted

scatttered h1lle of sunflowers. Old buckets and t1n

cans containing pot tlowers lins ths doorsteps of a

number at houses. One lOOKS in vain for even a tiny

tree.

Here and there alongside a dingy house an old

automobile, braced by a rock, is parked. Not long ago

one inhabitant made plans with his neighbors by wh1ch
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they were to pool thelr 11mlted space and grade lt down

so that they mlght bul1d a partltlonen shed ln wnlch

to keep thelr care and protect them partlally from the

weather. The superlntendent would not glve hls per­

mlsslon, howsver, because he thought such a bul1dlng

mlght ruln the appearance of the vl11age.

Blg black cans ln whlch dye was shlpped to the ml11,

now used as garbage cans, without covers, are scattered

on le.el spots and form a part of the landscape seen from

most of the front porches. The garbage ls removed by the

company at uncertain intervals •

The road whlch leads lnto tbe vl11age crawls on up

the hillslde and stop. abruptly ln front of a one-time

dwelling wbich 1. now used as a club house. Tbe flrst

floor of the buildlng bas been converted lnto a meetlng

place for the Girls Club. The ~irls lub was organized

by the Buncombe County Communlty cbools and ls now

dlrected by a P teacher. eetings are held waekly

durlng the achool months of the year. About forty

glrls between the ages of slxteen and twanty meet for

games, instruction and refreshments. Instruction

conslsts chiefly of lessons in table mannsrs and taole

arrangements. Through the efforts of a former lsaner

the club hae been equipped with dlshes, a stove, plano,

tables, chairs, cooking stovs ann radl0. Hollday

parties are given on 8ccasion and each girl may invlte

her boy friend. Games a rs played and refrasl:ullents,

donated by aome interested person. are servsd. The

Club eerves as the only form of recreatlon tor the
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majority of ite membere.

Upstaire in the same builaing the company has in­

atalled a batntub and a ehower. Every pereon in the mill

village hae the privilege of keeping clean by athing once

a week in thie bathroom. Little girle may have their baths

on Friday afternnon from one o'clock to four. On Friday

eyening from seven to nine the men may bathe. The hours

between one-thirty and four on ~aturdaye are allotted to

the small boys and the hours from four-thirty to seven to

the women. The company pays a man six dollars a month to

keep the building and build the fires to neat the water for

bathin. eyeral pereons who once anjoyed the priyilege of

a bath in a oathtub haye quit because tney contracted

athlete'e foot and they're now afraid of contracting otoer

duseasee if they continue to share an ill-kept bathroom

with humbers of othsr people.

The weekly bath ie the one outl1de actiyity provided

for by the mill. It is up to each pereon to create hie

own recreational deyicee in a Yillage where tnere are no

space and no facilities. Young boys, not yet s1 hteen,

wlth no money, no job, and no particular interest in any­

thing wander aimlessly from neighoor'e house to eibhoor's

houee to tak with boye whoee oppotunities for recreation

are no better than tneir own. 00metimes tney Join olaer

boys 1n drinking epreee wnich occaeionally ena in I1ght~

and bandaged heade. Infre uently they go on fieh1ng

tr1pe to &andy Dottome, each tak1n an old qU11t or

blanket on wh1ch to eleep. ~ometimee they loaf at tne

cafe or one of tne f1111ng etat10ns located on the etreet
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On the weet elde of the paved etreet below Factory

Hl11 proper le located a strlng of tsn or slevsn houses

whlch make the thlrd sectlon of the ml11 vl11age. In

ths musty, three-wallsd bassment of ons of thsss houees

a recreatlonal feature fot chl1dren is conducted by Dlck

Jones. Dlck, the tsn year old boy who 11ves wlth hls

faml1y ln the dlngy upstalrs, has hung curtalns made of

old eacks and torn eheets across the etrset slde of the

baee.ent, and thers he somstlmss gives shows when hls

father'e old truck ls not parked lnslde. From cehlnd the

flapplng edgss of ths maks-shlft curtaln hs pesrs at

passers-by and sxtsnds an lnvltatlon to any grown-up who

greets hlm wlth a sml1s. Alrsady he wl11 havs gathered

flftesn or twenty of the nelghborhood chl1dren and havs

them seatsd on old tln buckets, small tuos, and stone

blocks. The row of seate ln front hae oeen sold out

for four matches per seat. The unrseerved ones bshlnd

bring only two matchee.

Dick's current number ls a two-man performance of

Snow hlte. Dlck has never seen the plcture cut he keeps

up wlth the story ln the funny paper, and he eaw the play

glven at school the paet year. nly one chl1d out of hls

regular audlence saw the plcture whl1e lt was showlng in

Ashevl11e and sne would never thlnk of correctlng lck lf ha

fails to keep strictly to tne story. lth one asslstant

and 11mlted equlpment ulck cannot be exactly accurate and

she knows It.
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Dick's show is staged after this fashion: A little

old wagon is drawn up front and placed at some distancs

from the eager audience. Dick and his assistant run out­

side. In a minute ick reenters, wearing over his

devilish littls facs a Snow hite mask. ith a minc1n/O

step he walke to the wagon, stretches h1mself and says

in to high.lY pitchsd v01ce. "On, I feel very lonely.

I wish someone would come." And in walks the eleven year

old patsy-faced assistant cerrying in nis hand three t1ny

green apples plUcked from a tree up the street.

" on't you haye a apple?" ne eays to onow ~hi~e 1n

a crackly, witoh's voice.

Snow hite bites into ~he proffered apple and says

that 1~'s good. The w1~ch hands her another. When she

puts her lips to ~he second one she falls over in~o a deep

sleep. In great glee the witch says "I reckin that fixes

you," and departs. Little Snow hite, tired of wa1ting

for the next episode, grunts once anQ the aud1ence yells

"Keep still, you're dead."

tTesently the assistant transformed now into Prince
~

harming by the addit10n of a pepper weed "pl~e· to his

old felt hat walks briskly 1n, embraces onow While and

exclaims "At last I've found you." nd in th1s manner

Dick's vereion of Snow 'hite ends.

Dick has 1n his cast two girls wno tap dance but some­

ti.es when visitors ars present they suffer fro etage

fright and refuse to perform until properly reprimanded.
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• '.!al. On the ,""nte p1ecs, t. s centre.l fi€U1'e 1s a larl;tl p1cture

ent1t ed "Christ 1n Gethse~e P y1ng." On one side of the p1cture

~ten'B a lue an silver tin8elled combination with the wcr s, "Book

of L1fe; Ie I ~ace Wr1tten There," and on the other•••1c,ly

framed. as urp..nce, "Jesus Never Faila."

Thlo househol crew round four of Perry !!atthcock.' daughter••

three f whom o.re now lvin£. Perry, a tenant f mer, was the father

of ten ch1'dren. The1r 1fe n the ferlll ""s dull and hard and empty

of • romise. Per>;' felt that the cotton :IIUl offered his remly a

sUghtly better clk'nce th!:n the farm had er 1ven. He took h1e ten

ch ldren to the mill, end as soon 88 tt ",cull. bFve the.. he put the..

t work. Of this crowd none WEnt rt:'er tl:an the third rede

schoo.

The YOUllEest of e !!atthcocks, Clara. 1 no\( twenty-five. 1t

fel to her lot after her moth'r's death to stay at home and keep

house. men the t r.'!8 o.rrived for her to go to ".iork thore waS no

job for her. nO\( a .loven~v and d1sgruntled person, .he stoys on

vtth the three of her s1sters -hom c1rcumst ces ha7e kept together.

The da1J€hter second to the yo est married. _ rt .1ner and

they began housekeeping in ~lockey llotto..s. She died at the birth

of her f1rst b&by. and soon aftEr her death, not qu1te a ear aGo,her sister,

Effie llay, .th her hurbl'nd and three chUdren cam. to Zvnrt Piner's

house to Uve. at ·.,hich they worked had closed '11th no pros-

pects of rsopening in the n'ar future and they ho ed to secure work in

Durhsr.1.

After wee '0 of waH1ne Effie" given .. job and ·he nOl< makes

$ 6 a week. !ler husb"" To.. , hac not found work ".t rod his heelth

10 such tJuot it is pro ecs.Uc whet""r ••111 ever ho d a job

aga1n. ndney tr uble. high blood pressure, "nd a.thD&, lIl&de it
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neees~ary for him to go to th~ doctor u~ or thr.e times monthly. fie

come. home fro'" the mill tired and irrij;"b e and sho «uarrels with her

children so much thnt they h<>ve loemed to tre t with COlltOllll't thn

threats she cakes against them.

Tho fourth sister, Freida, had been living with the Pioers before

the leys moved in. Freida hl'd had pneumonia threo ·times and typheid

fever twice. At thirt,y-six .he sits liko an old Yomen, stooped and

sallow and _inkled, es she tags the seck" for which che receives

week1,y a doll"r and a h<>lf. Up untH n year 8(;0 she wns a s pinne r in

the mil nod drew 15.98 a week. Her he th bec so ~ad that she was

forced to give up her Job. 3:ech time \lhen she goes back now to ask thn

superintendent to reirstpte her he tells her t~"t he is uneble to make a u

n ce for her. Should he eive her work it is doubtful that she could

J:eep it, for she still goes twice a "eak to lIatts Hospi tel to receive

treatment.

Ev rt Piner, the only member of the heuseho d except Effie l~

who 1d orking, make. fourteen dol ars n "eek. Out of thPt he pays

board to his sisters-in-la" for himself an

Besides the three sisters ~fie l~,

oUl1,;; baby.

larn and rei a Haithcock,

the t ro brothers-in-law f C arence . y end !_:vart Piner, the three

'ay chi dren and the Piner baby, thore is in the .Me house Huldn

_oster.

de I."'. left en oruhnn et fifteen end -he Cl'.l:le to liva Iiith

her neighbors, the lls.1thcocks. One eenses in n little "hile that to

Hulde the household o""s whatever sembl.ellce of order there mey be.

At ten she went to "o~~ in the Belmont mills ond there the rest of

her childhood. 'as spent. She tell- lOU he" lad she cas as e i ttle

girl to hear the six o'clock mil ~histle in theafternoons becruse it

meant thet as Boon as she d e ten ,upper hor p ayt1 e lould begin.
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- ....oin' to!d hm or the:.r' Ie. down on uand not do n 1ck

f ·or. I IV~ t eo I can t 1k jfl'''' t a.s mean an~ tp. u1 08 e.nything -_

ob I d~n't mean it, but I ve to it the wer; out of tee.

"Since the c t I'. not e- in' but 56¢ e hour. -oun~s

UJ<e a at ):;Jore tlnn t I atl!rted au ct, but mon donlt go novheres

ennaore. :S"'ck. \then I . S a-tettln' ten end tv t;"-flve cent a dP.

,rou co d tl'kp your money t the store En he e sO!!l.ethln£ to show

fe 1t. r~ pr t fore he die I pile of C d pieces

-e had eo d fro ~ c yon~er whPn we .s~ to cit paid off in

a ~ mryney. A body coul~ ".ve then. but it take" eve_ thin y u

m: ,~ no I to 11 e.

"iauc-tionT Don't ask me bout that' se I never ~i~ hove

none to • aunt to nyt nc, :he ~idn't have no cit schools then

no,', J'r. J. 1. hn~ school that run in the ytime

for the youn 'uns too little to go to th ~l and at night for

them that worked. . e I went to his school "one before I commence~

t ..'Ork e.n~ .. t nl£1'ht for 8' 11 e too, t it ~1dn't -~ unt a so MUch.

". wife, she C~~P from Barrlsburt. You kno 'd old • D. Rarris

"led to be shAriff. '1dn't :I'ouT •

o ~ ~ t enourb t pul a fr~l~bt cnr,

• he wes her f ther. She

t the ain't been so ~.ll

te • I 01'DE:"e'"t girl, tie, j t f n1she~ hirh schoo 1 t

ear 80 1 'm her to at",. here '\t ho e P.M he p th th~ ·ork.

o sir, I d nit ant no nip"er r ~r d th~ U~. I can't st~d

to have I em abo t. ~re never C I")ne ni ""F"er ,- oae coo~1.ng I

8 a 1 ri".ht. n -ho f1T.e~

BOY"" thing," au hc.d to 0 ""9 I!t" rl(ht do c eat 1t.

"'-e've got four children in all, two f 'em ~s B =..nd two

rls. . bey tt'. .rri ~ nn~ i e. do m ne St. Steph-ns

with : if' \1141'e'& fo 3, hfl> wor:"s in t e hosiery 1.~' othpr boy

work. COIn> hp~e at the S~te Theatro, Chr1st'ne, thetIs m,v a dest
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J"nee. I. Freeze

"'ir . 1" ~ cnshitr ~t ~cLel u's Stors, t

11

he's onxlou to £0 to

\: ark" n the mill. ell. you ow, there's ete of le~ in stores now

t t feel. t 't- -';"llY e~ t i beer. se th~y can t better p'y in the

mil and d nit hrve to -,ork Bech 0 hours. If you W~~ to a~k me.

I'd tn~e the mill any time, °nd if my chi dren lants to Co 'nto th-

tll . I'm ~ ad fer 'em to. Hit's j,. .. t ea rood '/erk as t".!\ything

t ey cnn Cet to do rnd ~ It hurt their food ~"me none. Couree mill

neo,le Dre Jest like enybo else, the!'8: Ie BO"'le tlrl t' B no I count and

shift eS8 and it's no wander the Ire looked down on."

" '1 te 1 ~ou hit' p ~ sur'" to vO!"k for e c lUpJ".QY' t~"l t tre s

" u like the Cennone does.• I've l:nowed 1 of 'em "'8 •

time b c~ 7on~er thot I h tched up !r. J. • '< bur for "ttl drove,

him p to"" 0 r do' en to the II, en ,.;ent to the pOl'toffice to t

•

•

hie 'i1. Ch,'rlie rn,' l:ertin is the boys I !:nO\! the best and they've

t med 0 t the b-st. Why I conoider 11r.rt 0. Connon Jest as good a

friend as I've eat in this \!orld.

"I've I"'Qt (1 picture cf !r. J. 1. On ulth II:I¥ in£" r"JlCB ,olic¥1 --

I'll sho,- it to you if auld i"::e to se p it. Ye~c r, he "'. a fine

okino; ,..n 1. - cd. ::.on too. See t s '0.' rM-oe 1='0 icy' He ve•

evp~ bend do,." t Cn rrUll then OM of • pce, nd if I s to die

tocorrov. my fe '" t '500. The~e -in't t # ur of '-'1ve of

u£ B the e Y o!"e becr'use thg, t~o thp 0 ioies '" . y ~ro p 1

the h:: • tlu't walked t dur ng th't bi etrike oore • ore back.

"Yes, me and. ' fev othars l:ept riGht on boing to the ''lill all

the t • they 'dnS hPv' the strike. It took ne rve too to 11~ in

thnt ~e with 011 the crowd Bt~ndint th~re h~ ler n' at ~ou. They'd

c 1 us LJ.J. ~dndB of n1 P.E', but I didn't s:"v a •'ord b c·~ to I em --

t' ... t "\f! thp bpst . y to do. The m 1 't' flntt run...'11 • but we got our

:p fer coinr there.

of lem tbet w l''"ed out v"s sorr.' the)" had, scm., of lem
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• you turn 1:1 the room )'OU are ikely to nee r ,eudy-looking piece of

etrtuory but in a little while you do not nind. =ven the too much

reennene of .he f o""red 1'U€ which 10 V,"ine wi th the co or!

dropery ce se. to annoy you. Inevit'bly you reach the conclusion

that the eoule '"ho live hPre hFve created for themselves hoce.

~e ,Iallaces are con~enial amo~ them.elves ~d they find friends

w shore the r intorest in music. The brui-toned piano is the

pride of the household. If 1m Eelle, the seventeen-ye r old daughter,

"ere to CCIlle in during your visi t .he ""uld adl: you if you could pIny

certain tunes ",d th a request th3t rhe pls,y them for y u she

wculd res nd rendi • She night pls,y Tippy-Tippy-Ten, a nunber or

t· ofro Snow .'hi te, sev ra1 otbers fro recent pictures, and almo~t

cert nly Duke University'. song. Ire Eelle and har nister have token

free music le~e DS for the pest ten years from the T,~A tencher wCo

-Iso ;;iV8S Ie sons on the Ilellrce piono to e. nU!llber of other girls.

Ir{' Belle vill take fr trp sic reck 8 number of lJ3mnbooks

ani bAnd them to you for your inepectt on. }.monc thee will be a

coo"i' ati n by G7!'sy Smith, a f-vorite of here. Her b dfrther

Carrington ..no we. born in land has talc. her that I-hen he we a

lad he Ten awe fr m home end lived for awhile with the gynsy tribe

to which Gyps, Seith bE' onged. :hen yon t the oks ~cide I

Eel e -,'ill pla;r for yOll n ber of humns which she r.nd meobere of

her f-.:rlly r in duet or quartet coobina tions r t the loc.~

churehec d in(" re"lvalll.

Tho" = children are proud of their t.ot or .;, f thar.

Jo.e~hine has told her children that tbAir father trece. his &nceetry

b-.cl!: to t he II lace clell tbA t saved the CrOlm of Scotlrlld. and the. t

gives the two rls a certain feeline eecurity as they attend the Durhrm

H1f:h School. Ir- Ee Ie thinks tb.-t Mnn-V more of the ':lil rirls would

a on thro~ hirh .chool if the, ere not de to feel inferior by
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c1 ~smr.te~ ~'ho bPve ~d p ~~rlor
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es. ~e past vp r she W 8

the secrct~r,r of her cocti~n, in which, as phs expresQse it. "All th~

gir were nice, GJDt!:rt r B and n ne of them hl"b fal tin'." 30th

f the rls say t t Jese bine has ~s seen to it that they wore

s ne~tly dressed as vbo v in their clAsse •

One point of pride with Jos01>hine's' hi dren !s the fact that their

f thor ho bad very ittle e school educati n passed e corres, ndence

course de 1ng vith er1tbmetic. Josephine herself went thro h the

seventh grade because a certain security in her home cade in unnece••ary

for her to start to worle until she was fourteen.

Josephine Wellace is the 0 dest of five children born to David

and Josephine Cerrt ton. vid, ODe of 81:: chi dren. was born in

idston, Ch..hire County.:s:n and. Ru f ther, a tch maker and

diem nd setter, sent him to grade school from the time hs w s thrse

until he w s eleven. At eleven he entered' Brassie's ehipyerds and

worked until he was fifteen. Joini the EnRlish naV7 then he served

for eight ye s and came out a skilled mechanic. Service h"d broUf;ht

him to the Atlantic coast of the nited St tes 'nd in D vid'. words he had

become a "free-thinker and wanted to s""nd the rest of hi dP-7s in the

United St-tes. in those dnys .~s too conse tive for me.'

S!lort 17 thereafter, havi made s to North Carolina, he met and

married Josephine Smith who liTed in the bnckwoods country nser #ord.

Josephine hod to her credit on17 six months f schoo inc. Rer fether

had come homp fro the Wr 'etween th S tea crippled with ar briti.

and unable to do 1 bor at 1. Ris rlo ...orked hard on the

.mell farm which he 0 ed d mBnllf;ed to subsist in a ae r sort of

w&7. vid's .killlas a mechanic, when a sled mechanic wa rd to

find, made it po..ible for him to keep a job d make J o ephine's life

a little e sier than it hnd b.en. Soon after he was married his ~

va. incre sed from seventy-five cents to a dollar and a qunrter a d&7.
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LJAJ-;" :i_I Tll

It Vias a out tl, o'cloc, n th efternoon nd :ary

was >till bus l7i th her d nner sh s. She asked m to

cO.u back to h~r kitchen, n 'h_r I et h r old.st dau-ht r,

, Je ie, a "ith ~r mothar for a t 0 weeks v.sit. 'ery

con inuca tas, in dishes ~ile Janie, after rinsing: em

in a pan": hot ater, dr ed hao. The dtchen "as cl an

and rderly nd 'he leaet di~turbing of all rooms in th

hou.e 'n \ ic to sit. I was lad that 'ary after finie,ing

\ ith:h di hes did not su~ est that we 0 into another room.

I had been told th t ~arJ was ill •,. I aXlOe'cted
•

to find her in bed. ,hen I asked her about ".r haalth e

r lied, "Yea, I'm s ck '"ith diab t s n,o~t of the time but

I tr to stay up as much a~ I can. Th. doctors at Duke ara

traatin' m and I 0 i twice a ,eek whan 1'0 aole. They

tell a oJ tod is s~ff r1n~ from the brutish' at nt I've

Siv it a~l ~ life. If th ' me \ ork I reck1n' : na' done s

much as th next 0 e." Th n ~ar' tal ma her stor •

ary ~ ,ith aa t rn in Oran County f1fty-a v n 'sars

a~o. Ger father as a r nt'r d h found i difficult to

Un ,0rt h.s ei~'t childre "n what lias left after the

dlord as aid. 10 t that tho chi. ren didn't Lnd a helpin£•

t nd. war" c ,mot re ou.r her. h did not contrib ..te her

q ota of .ork-~ours to ard h r ~ .. n U ort. , t s' . hs st 0...
u 1n a c,.air to .ash 'ha d r._ sa, • 6 are t .. _ ac n eala

• -
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ary Scith

for cookin \.hil

- 2 -

r cother labored in the fields. There lere

• the three s ,aller ch ildren wl.o req ired the time I ft over from,

hou~ekeeping duties. As she ~rew Id r there s emed no ay

to ..ake a little ti ,e for school. She thinks that r adin must

ind sd be a great pl_asur • 'ani tilT.e!he has :oicked up a ook

and ~at ith it in her hands .iehin that she mi ht know hat w s

in~ide its s •

• he. she, all elov_n ttl fa .• ily nco"", was supplemsnted

by rou ~ar,ici atio. in a relatively new ind~stry. Smoking

tobacco was gaining in FO ularity nd the IT.anufact r rs of be

rroduct n.eded an small bags in bicb to rack it for distri­

bution. The bag fact~ries ,hich grew 'p in ensoer to this need

sent the ba:s out b the thous nds into th surrounding cOClntr~'-

side t be strung a d tag~ed. Durin~ eriods of slack in farm
• •

•

work :':ar and te r young brother lIoH:ed the five "'iles into

~,rham and took back to their home two large sackS, .ach con­

taining t n thousand small ba s. She can remember sitting up

all night on oaca~ion d ring the rush seas~n. eech member of

t famil ,orking as hard as h could to string these sacks

f r t: c th received thir ty cents a thousand. 'he.. 0

la d suct: a heav claim on her t at he fel ol.e coul no 1 nger

sta.d it h r 1T.0ther sent her ut on tbe bac' porc t dash cold

ater on er face that _h_ miEht ~_e her eyes op ~ t a

little longer. T e J.ar he as t.elve her skill :ncrea ed

so that she raised the facily income b several Joll rll. a d

•. e r ents out appreciation "f her industr' boug~t her

t. rcale dre ses instoa of ,ne.

By the time she ISS fifteen .oar old her father had

decided i f"mi .ould ave a etter living at a cotton mill
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• I dOfi.'t .n~ hie " 1:e said. 1I0f ur9 1 t 1 ha d to 9a',

if tt i':'1£S !': ep on li. the,} are .10 I l;i oin' to furnish he r.1 no ••

"It's been a funny h'n aLJut f • • " sh. con ' nued...y n m ~y,

•
,. Fa did 't have a s inel e~il that .eSn I t i lin' to ,ark to

trl t e t ahead a d th Y a nt a one of U9 that's et a ything

t da •• They aint ~ever been a tim ~n on" ,as t:av,n' trouble

thilt the other9 l,a9 able to ,.el him out f 'he o. They' 9

t.r e of U9 livin' no I. One of my broth rs •. !.es. ife died last

. ... sr 1 ettin t u~ t. ~ 8 IS .0 . a• ek aud hi-..ith cJ.!:Ilt

children. I don't :no .. n earth In ltv nl• The oth r brat er

,
is l':akin' y8 a ·.e end c has four c il':iren at home.

11Th 1S ~y .st,11 Uar' contlnu~d_ chs :in~ t.e U J ct

abr'pt1 as sh ~re l the c .. l1.:1 clo.::l r to her. ",;jhe come: over a

W Yo before ter a did and I never heard a IhLI'"r out of hr."

"Ie 6 ,e tho next to th~ younte9t?" I asked, addr ssing

Janie.

lIJ.Io'm, there's t ," :toun£,er t~an her ," Jau1.. anEp.,·Jered. lilly

lap" y is .Udt three months o1.i and the 1mee b by nun': r

r or.. b ~~r 1s t.o ..srs old. II

•

'31x cu11dren and h~r thint~-~hr 8," ~ary sal~.

"That's more children than a orkin c n t k care of,"

I Wi. tured.

A qu.er 9crt of 9 ile flitted cro~s Janie's fcce end sh

10 "red her had. Fregently s _ 1 oke u

"You are right a out thet."

at me and said Slo"ly.

efor.. I left, all of Janie'3 e1:11 ren L d boen in the

kite. en. The 01 eat cirl, t .clve,loooked ale a.' u .r nourish.d.

,,0 of the oung r ones Fl yed abo tw th a er ... at ddal vf ;rer y.
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