SAN LYNN, FISHERMAN AND RIVEAR RAT

Sen Lymn 1lives on the banks of the Chattahoochee River in s
1ittle four-room cottage, hMgh w and with concrete steps leading
to i,

San has five children, all living and all married but the
youngest dboy. He marryied Hattlie Wright about 25 years age. She is
an expert lamndress.

Hattie has never had any children of her own. She tells her
story ia this wy:

"Sem just hedred his children. All five of them are bastards,
tpt S gave them his name; ain't none got the same ma. But Sam has
boen nighty good to all of them,

"Sam has been a fighemman all of his 1life, He started whem he
wad Just a little boy, Ne and Sam been married nigh unte twenty-
five years. §is youngest child wes Just two years old when I married
hMn, Hg Ma wvas dead and he and Sam was living down here all bWy
thenselves. e had a "oman that cocked and looked after little Sam
for hin, and his othar ehillun was living with thelr Mas, Sam alwvays
took care of tham, I mean he supported them, clothed them and fed
then, The two oldest Doye are fishermen with hia, He pays them
Just like he does his other help., Nis twe girls live wp North,

“I4dttle Sem lives wvith usy ho mailroads. I loves hin Just like be
i ny own and he sho 10 2 ssart and good doy. He ain't married; hope
he won'S; nigger gals 18 so trifilng these days, Aln't got no morals
a~tall,

“San says the dest he can recollect s he was sbout tem years old
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when he firet started $o fishing. e is sizty now. So that means
m'-mrmrwm. e vy he started was this. Ransom
mm'-pﬁmm.ﬁﬂi"&mnur. I'11l tell you adoud
Ranson later en., Ne owned this house we liwve in now, only we have
added two vooms and o porch and a lots of other things.

My, Oeorge Voaughn had a 1ittle one-room house further down om
the river. You'member himt le's been dead nov "bout Swonty years.
Vell he iz the man that learnt Sem S0 fish and swim, AS firet Sem
sald he used S0 follow kim about Just like a 1istle puwppyi would ged
w before day and go with him in his battesu e~fishing, In them daye
thay used to sbine in the Chewalla Oreck; its ag'in' the law now, Mr,
Youghn leamnt him how to set cut traps and lines; he leamt hin everye
thing there 1s about fighing. lHe makes good meney at 1%, Mr, YVaugzhn
learnt all the older white men i:n Bufaula $o svim and Sam learnt all
the niggers. m:ﬁ;ﬁmnurrhnhthorimormu
to kill themgelves m-n;Jhr. Veugin would always do the diving %o
find the bvodies, Since Mr. Veugin has beon dead, Sam's besn doing
it and many & body has he found, Nolks don't drown thempelves like
thay uweed to, though, I an glad S0 swy.

“In San's young days - he dont do 4% now « he used to svin
across the Chattahooches right here at the vharf four and five
tines witheout stopping, and they saye its Shiad to the swiltest
river in the wordd; and 4% terzillec wide, Thay oall Rin the
‘viver vat’., Vhen he was a young man he lived on the river, siept
in o temt, camped there, I thought it was awful but be would de
it. Now, he is not well, his heart 15 bad, he works too hard.

Gete wp &t four in the mowning. 1 et wp and cock his breakfast.

e goes all day without food and vhen he cones home at night he
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sats too mush., Nem*t—ture time—toent-er-cookany Tiwh, Yes'us,
he 19 & fishersan right. In the days when the stesn Doats was o
running, them was the days for Sam, The '"EKelly' and the "Besdley?
and the '"City of Bufsula's he never misced a boat. Fe eould hear
her iles long "fore he could see the smoke,

"When Sam gets through in the day, you kmow the winter daye
are so short, he puts his lines ocut at four o'clock in the aftermoon,
then comes home. I always have a good hot meal for him with plenty of
coffes. He wont esat fish except now and then, FHe smells ‘em a0
sush he turns ag'in 'en. Ne likes his collard greens and beef steak.

"Now he goes back at eight and gets his fish off his lines and
puts ‘em in the fish boxes all along the sides of the river. That
keeps 'em alive, The doxes have a wire Sop that lets the water ia.

He has four and five men that work for him, He owns twelve batissus.
He has his fish Doxes miles uwp and down the river and creeks on both
gides. He changes 'em every now and then. He fighes mostly in the
Chattahoochee Rver, but he works the Chewalla, the White Oak and
Barbour Creeks. Nis average catoh a day is about two Mundred pounds;
sometines & hundred and Tifty and again two hundred and fifty. He
don't fish on Saturday and Sunday. He's got religion. Ne wouldn't
fish on Sunday for nothing!

"Sam couldn't get along without hig little "nip' wvhen he is
vorking: 1ts so damp and foggy and wet on the banks, FHe would die with
pnoumonis sho' 4f he didn't have it. But I ain't never seen him drunk
in his life. He knows how to take it. Its a pity these other nigger men
and white gentlenens too don't know how., Sam is honest teo, That's
his veligion. Ho would cut off his right hand defore he would sell

s fleh that wasn't Slisdaht. His figh are all dreathing and
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vigeling on Mg lines. ¥We works every doy and night froem January
$1) June, then stops off in June. Ia the Dummer months he has his
figh frys. Dont eell figh in the Sumner becange 1ts too hotl %o keep
them., When bhe has hie fish Trys, the fish are still allive; that's
why they are 8o good,

"Sen is fTamous for hs fish, He puts out hie nets (he don's
pelne) from Jazuary the first "$111 the fiftesnth of dareh, Then
after that be Just hooks and lines. In Septemder he starts back %o
work. Ee dona't work in the Christaas month though.

"I has oartain days %0 sell Ris figh in 4ifferent places. Se
sells four lines 254, 504, .754 and 91.00 dspending on how many
and the kind of figh, e has detter lusk "oatching' at night than
he does in the day. The dest time ip in the full moon, He catohes
channel oat figh, bresm, perch axl carp. These are his best sellers,
but susker fish, rock fish, nud cat, oels and any fish that rune in
the strean he sho' gets e, I ﬁ:‘ is luaky and theay calls Mu a
expert. If he comes across nf-lhu ‘ft_lrsh he gives " to the nigzpers.
They hangs arovnd his 1ike "Crant around Righumond?', The stronger »
fish smells the better a nigcer likes 'em,

*Ie has npde good money too. Fo has & cary "taint such of &
car, Just a fish car, Fo sells M fish in Rafeuils Tuesdays and
Vednasdaye, Thursdays and Pridays he goes out of town, He don't
g0 Mapself thought he sends one of his nen, They peddle Georgia
Thurefay; Outhbert, Dawson, Aldany and little plsces. Then Friday
they peddle Alabama; Clayton, Comer, Midway and Union Springs. FHe
has regular customers and always sells out. Saturdays he sells ‘cut
Tish' o nigpers. "Out figh' is the Yz ved figh he cuts in small

pleces. The red figh e catches weighs from eight to twelve pounds
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and move. All the red fish he gets ia the week time, he pute ia

nis fish boxes and keeps 'Iive $ill Saturdey morning. Then "hous
fourn'nlmkh.;ﬂlmaﬂvithmortwolhhmhlpthlﬂ'-
u;:m:utn'uhnllplmapul'-upmhum.mt'ﬂw
tmandwnuniuo'uhd:hohuldplumtoMiundpm
vhite folks. The Sam comes back home and has a day of rest. Fe sho'
aseds 1%, esuse he is sho' over-worked. there is & lot of folke right
here in Sufauls been living hers all thelir lives, aia's g0t no idea
viat 2 bz business the fish business is right here.

" hag had sone narrov esczpes 100, Fell in the river lots.
Course 1o is & fine svimner, but this last Sime his gclothes and doots
mmhuwitmhnrdutmmw.lmtmmrt. e lost
his gun and his batteaun., The balttesu was over-loaded; thats what
made i% sink,

"He 18 a 2ood battesu asker %00. He nakkes his own boats. HNe
also makes boats Tor sale. Thay are row boats.

*Pish bite Detter wvhen the moon is full., He has a canp on the
. mouth of ¥hite Cak Creek, on the banks of the Chattahooshes River.,

'ﬂ-uutprmnnalaadlm‘nhhhithhmm
tzot lines. A trod line goss from one side of the river %o the
other with heawy welghte on it. The spring lisaris are csught in
1ittle branches or springs, under leaves and noss and make fine bait.
A ‘got hook' 18 Just one hook, elose on the banks, seattered wp and
down sometimes & hundred or more tied on willow trees or put on
sticks stuck is the dank, Some of these set hooks cateh cat fish

cver night weighing twelve pounds and over, e fishes too with a

bagket made conee-ghape, oul of waite cak or hickory strips., This is
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baited vith old cheese or peamut neal or sour msal put in the bagkets
2% the Dotton of the river or ereek bed., A wire is ti6d %2 & tree
Ao=2% on the bank to hold it. It is made Just like o rat trep. If

& large Tfish gots in 18, 1t can mever get out. He puts all these

iineg out at night, H'u fishing is done mostly at night.

“Fo has 1ittle nigger boys that gzots most of his balit; his
spring lizards and his stump grube. They find the stunp grube mootly
in 0ld woold, 0ld stumps and old trees. Stump grubs are wvorms, she
explained.

*I'11l tell you & secret, nissey, I imow you wont tell, but
that'e all right, I ain't sonner oall no nanes. Nany & adzht Hen
congs home Just a-~lsughing. A let of these vhite gentlemens that
gots a-flghing, 4if they don't have no luak, they buye a string of
ilve fish from San, Thay goes home with & atring of fish just &=
Eloking., They strul wp town and Sells everybody and their wives and
orage about what a fine fishernan they fs. That is what you calls
"fish onught with a silver hook'. Sam has the silver Jingling in
nis pooket and he iz glad,

“3 %old you that he doat sell fish in the Sumer, dut he has
his "Tlahefrys' from June %11l September. lis makes right good money
at 1%. It depends on how many cones. He gets .50 cants a person.
hey alweys lets hin know about how many is coming so he will mow how
such fo fix for. They brings the plekles, 9@ bread and the deer
sad "things'. She wvinked at me and sald, you know viet I nosns when
I said "things', I mesns liquor. He furnishes the fish, the onion
Sread and the coffes. 1% aint no easy Job, If it 18 2 big fishefyy,
sey Tifty men or more, ho fighes two nights all night long straight
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roaning. My God, how then men can eat fish! Some sat Sen and fifteen
spiece. You know & drink or two defore sating sho' gives you an ap-
petite. I halpy M= always at the frye: halp his cook,

“He has & long wooden Sable that he made., Ve have two lawge
coffee pots that hold two galloms apiese. Ve puts two pounds of coffee
spiece in sacks in sach pot, That makes emough eoffes. Ve hawe
over & hundved tin oupe and use paper plates. Vo make two fires.
Got our wood firet thing, then we cleans our fish, That's not hard;
wo are woed %0 18, Then we make our onien bread, lush puppies. To
sske 'em you cul wpy a palr of ondons real fine, nix thet with meal,
add sals, =ake in s=all balls and £y in the same pot the figh ave
fried in, m'-mmywﬂuumupmmm.
a golden drown, piping hot, and are they gool? Ve uses as tush as
threoe and four sallons of boldling lawrd, Mfﬂtmm'ém
fifty oents a plate.”

I asked Hattis how she liked living near the river. She seids
“It's lonely sometimes, vhen the wind dlows at night. Sounds are
lonaly, the hooting of an ovwl from awny down the river, the Whiped-
vill, the tull-frogs, orying for main; and the erickets. 1 dond
1ike %0 hear no soreech owl, that's o sign of death, Yhen the river
overflows, Sam checks out. He takes out his traps, boxes and lines.
Ve are to0 high wp on the Muff for 1% %o come to our house. Ite
& big river and 1% gotes over in Georgia terrible,

"San's good and steady now., Before 1 married him he was one
bad nan after vonan in his young days. ¥e ain't no more. Ve are
both getting along.

"San was proud of his Pa, Tangom Iynma and his Ma, Mandy.

Ranson boen dead "bout fifteen years. ¥Ne was domm in Visgisis and
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was Lisutenant Iymn's bodyguaxd, Vent through the ¥ar with hin untdil
Gettysburg. He died on the battlefield there in the ams of Mr,
Hilliulmdhruhmduhtmmmnmuﬂr. Brey.
After the YWar Ny, Pray drought Ransom back %o Bufeula with him and
built him a house on the bhluff, He was carriage driver and butler for
Ny. Chauncey Rhodes. WHe married Mandy Thomas and they had seven children.
San beingz one of the youngest, Sem always likes %o talk of his father.®

To have one's home on the high banks is pleasant: Sam's home
te on sush & bask, One can look scross the lovely Chattahoochee: see
the sun rise and get) gee in the moonlight and starlight the deep,
svift river and the expanse of fertile savanmahs below i%.

™o Alshers side « all down the stesp 150 foot bank of Sam's
home - nature has landgceped lavishly with an abundange of green
growth, ocak and hickory trees, long and short-leaf pines, wvhite, rare
miyica, seven-bark, heart-shaped leaves of rod bud, megnolias starred
with blossoms, bdlooming elderberrvies, mulberries festooned with grey
WO8e; Mmemrrmmummmmm.
In the spring the yellow Jjasmine, dog-wood, honsy suckle and red-
bud zive color %o the greem., All of this glorious besuty epreads to
the wvater's edge.

landy besshes reach along the opposite ghore. A silvery ridbbea
um-m-nmmwm-mw.ﬂmtuw
on to the inviting tree-covered rises vhere the river curves.

Nestled in all this loveliness is the cottage of Sam Iymnm,

figherman and ‘river mat',

1/18/39
MS.
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'Project § 4454 Federal Writers Project WPA Fage # 1. | 'd
| Do¢ Hughes, Milli Worker.
Re-visited Doc Hughes Nov. 23,1938,
Mrs. Hughes(''iss Dru) came to the deor, wiping her hands on her apron,
saying: "Honey, come in, and dont look at me. I been in the kitchen all day
aking cake and charlotterusse and caniy for Thanksgiving. My chillun is

coming to spend the day with me. My old man i8 in the baok yard er killing

chickens. We ain't got ne Turkey fer to-morrow, but we will have one Xmas,

Then she called her old man, He came in smiling in his over-alls saying:
"lMissey, you will have to excuse me the way I looks. I just come in from the
Milli bout half an hour ago." I then asked ¥r:, Hughes could she tell me

kin<l wuz born on er

- 3
O
™~

something about the boy-hood days. #He sajd S
farm seven and 2 hald miles South of Fufaula on the Baker Hill road. My
father's name wns John Vesley and my mother's name was Naney Anne. There

big Tamily of us; nine in all., My life was just like any other boy's

on the farm, “etting up at sun up and working all day, but I liked hit. I

-

went to a country scheool some, bout three or four years. lLcng time ago hit
wasn't like hit is now you know, bout educatidtn. Hy' chillun all got good
education. Went ter high school, I am stirong and well but mw and Dru is both
1

gitting olde. I enjoy reading the parer, The Fufaula Tridbune and the Avendale

b ]

Sun and my Bible., I love that. I see God, I feel MHis presence and I know He
is with me all the time, Then I git up in the moruing at five and hit is
dark; I thank Him them for telinf. care of us through the night. And all the
day at the Mill God is with me, til I lay down at night ter sleep.
"TomofPow is Thankagiving and we is thankful me and Dru. I jist killed
the chickens fur tomorrow. The VYissus been er g¢ooking all day. We going ter

have our chillun tomorrow for dinnar. She done tell you?

e
‘Yes'um we are thankful God has given us strength and guidanaedon OVary-
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thing. wWe love our friends too. Father have friesnds than money. My parents

gold their farm and mbved to Fufaula vhen cotton went down ter four and ar

hald cents. We jist couldn't make &r livinge. I wuz eighte=en then and started
working in the Mill. Been there ever slince; most forty-five years now. OR)
how, Mr. Donold(Comer) has improved everything. I done told yer all about

that, ain't I? Jist think, I use ter work from six in the morning til six

rty=five cents a dav. Now Ifrom

in the evening for thi: 8ix in the morning til

b=l
]

cents an hours !'re Donold done that when

two in the afternoon, thirty-five
ist like him. He wuz

-

he bought the uill. There ain't never bheen no body

- |

Jist sent ter us by God, I be we all love him fer what he has

done fer us."
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“NId=Wife. AUnt Dora Queen.(continued.)

N —

Several years age Aunt Dora married a boy about twenty five

—_ " o, Cpp—— £ 2 54
wads aogoue 111 hy.

He went off with another woman. He had not besen gone but two weéks

when he was killed.,
aint guint' ter cause he went off
With another omen". St was told she had bs r c¢laim the "cops"® because
Re had life insurance. Then she changed her attitude.
some of her whi friends furnished h : bla
couldn't even ses | ohe turned and

show ought ter have on something red, cause I is show mourning fer
de devil®,
Aunt Dora said, "I show is scared he's guin'ter come back here and
bhant me, but dey says if you shut up your house hard and tight, de hant

kant git in."




The Tom Alsobrook Famlily
400 South Randolph Streetd
Cowlkee NMill Village
Eufaula, Alabama

By Gertha Couric

His hair is almost the color of the cotton that
furnishes his livelihood. He is seventy-two and is thin
and stooped. Decause he works now where he worked at
twenty, Tom Alsobrook represents the past and the present
of the cotton textile industry in Alabama.

"I moved to Bufeunla with my mother fifty-two yecars
ago,” he mys. She worked in the mill a 1ittle while, then
died. I buried her here."

It was the old BEufaule Cotton Mill when heqberﬁn work.
Captain Tullis was president. According to Mr. Alsobrook
the old mill must have been a haphazard affair.

“Donald Comer bought the property im 1908," he said,
"0ld machinery was torn down and ndw put in. I helped wear
the new out, then personally, took a sledge hammer and beat
the skeletons so that they could be thrown ont the window.
New machinery was again put in, and now it's about wore out.

"I started as a ‘sweeper at fifty cents a day. I been

b2

assistant overseer and overseor in the ‘carding’ department.
Right now, I work the 'fly frames'. Annie Lou -- that's

my old lady == works with me. I work extra “aturday and
Sanday 'wateching'®. We ecach make thirtly cents an hour for

& forty~hour week, working eight hours & day. Aln't no=-

body like us mekes under twelve dollars a week or more'n
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sixteen dollars a week. 'Course, when we have to stay home sick,
we lose the time.

The Alsobrook home is surrounded with a wall of neatly
trimmed hedge. The yard has a varisty of flowers.

"I love to work Dutdoora," Mr. Alsobrook says. "Soon's
I get home -= I get off at two == I start diggin' "round in
the yard whether it needs it or not,"

The house is rainted veilow with white trimmings. Flve
rooms -- two bedrooms, a dining room, and bathroom =-- have
plain furnishings, with oak predominating. All are neat and
clean. An organ is in the corner of a dbedroom. There are

no electric facilities. Kerosene lamps are nsed for lighting.

The house is heated by wood in open fireplaces.

"We bought this place through the mill," says Nr. Alsobrook.
*"Paid for it ten deollars a month, just like rent. It took us
eight years, but 1t's been pald for several ysars now.

"A lot of folks here own thelr homes. The =mill loans
the money at 5%, and payments are ten dollars a month, but
lots pay back twice that fast. In case anybody has %to skip
a few payments, that's all right with the mill. Ain't no~-
body had their home taken from them yet.

"That ain®t all either. The mlll loans money for
college educations, no security or nothin'. MNost young folks,
like the assistant superintendant, Cleveland Adams, come back
to work in the mill. He borrowed a thousand dollars and took
a four-year course in textile engineerin' at Anburn. Tyson
Smith, assistant secretary at the mill, is another one that
the mill owners helped to get 2 co llege education. The band

boys, who learn to play under the teacher here at the mill,

earn their wvay through college by playin' in the college band.”
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A wood house stands at the rear of the Alsobrook home, with
wood already cut and piled in for the winter. Nearby is a Fall
garden with a small flock of chickens hovering dangerously
closes MNre Alsobrook halted the tour in this vicinity in order
to shoo them away, and muatter:

"Dang ‘em. They eat the vegetables and we eat the chickens.
Reckon it makes us about even though, don't it? Yep, I reckon
its about as broad as its long. But I get tired of chicken
sometimes and bring home a steak for supper ito go with the
biscuits and cold vegetables. Our vegetables are always cooked
ahead. Uhen Annie Lou comes home at two, she cooks whatever
she wants out of the garden, peas, beans, collards, turnip greens,
white or sweet potatees~- just whatever is handiest -- and
then heats them over the next day at twelve when we come nome
for dinner.

"Hostly for breakfast we have fried white meat, eggs, hoegake,
and coffee, because we have to be at work by six and naturally
have to burry.

"That®s one thing I'm gettin' just a little too old for,
that hurry, hurry, burry! 1 think maybe if I can ssll the
house, I'1l buy a place in the country and take my time for
ashiles Then, I could stay outdoors as much as I wanted; dig
around a lot; and raise me a fow chickens. I been thinkin®
'bout that every since my bones started achin® nights, but
somehow, I ain®t got around to it yet.

"Might be tla ¢t I just hate to leave Cowlikes. Itis a pretily
good place, mighty pretty. Hy plage is pretty. 1I'd hate Lo

have somebody rent it after I left that wouldn't keep the

hedge and flowers pretty. I cut that hedge every other day."
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¥r. Alsobrook and Annie Lou Freeman weéere married in
1912, It is his second marriage.

"] first married Minnie Lee Price, soon after my mother
died, but Minnie Lee died too, leaving two little boys. I
had been moved away a little while when MNinnie died, but
I brought her here for burial.

"Then a wagon run over one of my little boys, Thomas
Neville, and killed him. My other little boy, Earnest, died
from a bone infection about 19228, Dr. Britt cut off his
leg trying to save him, but it was too ilate. He was a pretiily
boy."

ire. Alsobrook, the former Annie Lou Freeman, is sixty-
three, tall and thin, with streaks of gray running through
hair that is courageously trying to retain its blackness,

She has worked beside her husband for twenty-two yearse.

"I been cotton millin' since I was nine," she says. "I
started as a 'spooler hand' for fiftycents a day. Ma and
us kids had to l»ep body and soul together somehow. She used
to sit up nights makin®' quilts, then cook breakfast at five
o'clock so us kids could de workin' at six. She'd have sent
us to school irf she could. Ma salid the reason us ‘'younguns
started workin®' so young was mostly to keep warm; and then,
too, she always knowed where we was at.

"It ain't that way now, though," continues Mrs.Alsobrook.
"Mothers ain't got that worry. Thar's a kindergarten and
nursery for the babies and a public s chool for the bigger
younguns. BEatin' ain't no worry, because at the school, them

that ain't able to buy their lunch @t it free -~ with milk, too.

"Then, after school is out, all them younguns light a shueck
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for that pretty playground over yonder that the ¢ ompany provides.
They stay out of their mothers' way and off the streets too.

"But pshaw," says Mrs. Alsobrook, "them younguns ain't
the only omes that have fun. Us old folks have our pleasures
too. Lots of nights I set and gossip with my friends and listen
to the free band concerts all at the same time."

"Yeah," puts in Mr. Alsobrook, "and I ease over to the
Community house about that time and read. I'm beginning to
realize more'n ever what it means to be educated. I never
ot but five years schooling, but it comes in mighty handy
when I want to sit and rest and find ont what's happening
in other places.”

"Lots of times, though," says Mrs. Alsobrook, "I stay
home and can. I put up a lot of stuff durin' the summer.

e and Tom have always iricsd to save what we could. We have

a little bank account. We figure on usin®'® that if we move

out in the country. Our expenses are low. TaXxes and insurance
come first. We figsure we'll save some on taxes if we take a
farm."

“But I1'11 bave to come bagk every once in awhile to vote,”
says Mr. Alsobrook. "Us Democrats have to stick together. The
old lady is a Democrat too, but she don't vote. I ain't got no
use for womem votin'."

So tiere they are, the Alsobrooks. They have spent thelr
lives in cotton mills, and are now ready to rest. But the lure
of 1ife~long friends, with whom they have been in dally contact,
the beauty and convenience of a well appointed village, and the

sharp contrast between present and past working conditions,

combine to make their choice of whether to remain in Cowikee and
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be in "the run of things," or to move to the comparative
isolation of the country, a difficult decision.

“I1'd hate to have somebody rent our house after 1 left

that wouldn't keep the hedge and flowers pretty. 1 cut that

hedge every other day."

"Buti pshaw! Them younguns ain't the only ones that have

fun. Us old folks have our pleasures too."

10/13/38
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A Sermon."Laboring Together With GodW%,

By, Rev. Gene Perry. “egro Baptist Preacher.

E

1l Corinthéans 3-9.
1l Core 12-11-12: 2-6-l.

Laborers together with God.
christ in the only foundation. And man is the temple of God and this

temple must be kept Holy. Man must work with God and Ged with man. They
must move in union together. Man must help God and Ged will help man.

Goed has a great program to put over and He expects man to do his
part of the work.

Laborers and Workers together with God. There is a real service in
which men and somen c¢an be and are werkers in union together with god;
fdrst for the betterment of this world and for the bringing in the
Kingdom ef God.

Let us recall the the supposed conversation. Between Yesus and the
angel Gabriel ip Heaven after Jesus had cended to Heaven, the angel
aaked Jesus . Laborers and workers and helpers together with God.

How the work of salvation would be carried forward en earth. Jesus
told that he had called and trained twelve men that they could and the
twelve promised Jesus that they would train others to take up the work.

< Cor. Paul says,"we are Laborers together with God."

2 Tim 2:15. We are workmen that need net to be ashamed.

Rightly dividing the word of truth. Now, God have us as co workmen
in this practical ewvery day world se we mus look daly to see how men work
with God in the improvement of this world.

When God wanted his minsters and His most wonderful works put over
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A Sermon."Laboring Together With God"“.
By, Rgve. Gene Perry.Negro Baptisy Preacher.

He needs man to letch His lightening and put it to work and put the
world to be come as a wispering gallery so that one mans voice can be
heard hy millions at the same time or when he wants tunnels and
bridges built or cities. What does He do he puts it in te the heart and

brains of Edison.




, 5, Vest (vhite) Gertha Oouric
. ufipula, Alabama Barbouy County

=~ 9 - . w T35 ———_ ﬁOT - T
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3 Vest is sanloyed by the Sattorvhite Fumiture Store of Pufanla,
A grent deal of the store's ueiness 1s done on the installment vlsn,
pagmente beling nade weekly, triewcelly, and monthly, according $o the
orviginal oontraot, lowever, a2 pointed out Wy 54, the contraots are
not always strictly adhered %0, and 1t sometices bDecomes neceossaxy 6o
g0 on a collegtion tour,

“when I am out collooting,” M sald, ".nd the Hegmoes haven't the
sonday o pay they ™ and Juwmp in bed., From their moans snd groohe,
you'd think they were at denth's door. 50 wo Arive on down the road
end when we cone back, thay'll be hard at work at the wash pot or in
the field, Ye driwve ur % e door and pretend that we're rolns
take .0 fumiture, but, as a matter of faol, we seldom have %o do 18,
dHegroes are good pay, Vhen they see they're caughs, thay'll says "hait
2 minute, Joss, 1'% gvineter bDormy dat money from sy slster.' She had
it all the time,

"Sometines ey pay a dollar 2 month, 2594 woekly, or two dollars

a nonth, S50 weakly, scconding % the contrect, If - sonth slapses the

paynint hes %o be sade uwp the next month, We're never hard on thems in
faot ve vould mither wait longer for the soney than Sake the o)ld fumie
ture back,

“ihen thoy come in %o Wy chalrs, they slwayse ask for 'settin' chairs.!
I tell them all chadre are madle to olt in, dut cne old Negro salds "o
oir, Bosgj settin' chaire 19 made for wvhite folks and cone=bottom chadre
is mnde feor niggore.'

Repcontly I wvan shoving o dresser % a Negro and had almost sold 1%

vhen the vomae with her seidl 'Hp, God, I vouldn' have dat drecser, Soneoe
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vody done died whar dat dreosser wus., Iook low dull lookin' dat
#ane 45, Now, iffen n sheet had Deen put over i, 1t wuldn' have
.nnt dull,.' Then sy prospective custoner saldd: "YWell, I mpeets 1
better zit anyvay, 'cause iffen you looks too lemg in a DAL lockin'
flass 1% makes you » sinnep,’!

T was ot the gtore on New Year's, doing & 11tt1e book work,
and slthoush the store wasn't open, a Norro man sppecyed at the door
to ask me if e convld pay ot & 118%)e ponay, Faturally I was acreesble
and t0ld Mo to come In and pof v, Ho sndds "Io I 4o fU'et peroon
bosn in dis store today?? I %014 e b wvas ond he saddl "Dat's soed.
You griner have good lugk all de year "conee 1% 2 nene Now iffeq At
had been & woman conin' inter a house er buildin?! fu'st, dat's hard Iuck,®

"I mn inte 2 10t of supereSitions.® B eadds "I von out trvinge %
collect from o Negro wonalh and she %Wild ne fo wvalt 2 simute; that she
o "eont® for hey old nom nnd he wae on hie way % ooy w9, Yhen b
arrived, he urried into the houge vithout bothering % leave his axe
outsids and the vonan londsd on Ma flat-footedly. "HMigeer.' she sald,
‘2in's you go' 2o better pmption dan %o Yring & axe 42 40 house?! Don®
you mow dat's bad Inck?' e looked at ber o instmt, "Tain't Hut one
bad luck, old "omen,' he sadd, "and dat's So miss Fead'n snd g0 ter
B 1,

"Buster, my truck driver, is as swerstiticus as sty of them,

(ne day & rabdbit ran acoss the road in front of the trugk and Buster
fanedistely Jumped into the road and tumed his pockets wirong side out,
01 ain' gviner have no Bad luck,'he sadd, ‘and Ny, B4,, if you

don' want none, you'd bLetter tum your'n, twol' I teld ha I vamn't
superetitions, but before I pot home I hod loat sy watch, Buster wisely

shogk his head, 'I %le you % tum your pockete,’

0o another oconsion, wo were parked beside the highway talkiag
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% o Fogro vhan n dead 1ind fell fron a P nearbty. Pumter immedistely

prodicted min snd 1 as quiekly told hh it vouldn't wain for a wesk,
I was viang. Defore durk 18 was reining in Sorrents, Puster esids
findte folls don' believe nothin' 1ike dat, but you see 18% true,!

"1 saw & Bogre looe the sals of e gy mole . " S snid, Vued
becguse snothsr Nagro standing neavty sadd: 'Dont never bwr v ey
mule ‘canse vhen dey e, dey tum % hon'te ol dey'll come baghk
and heht you fer worktin®' dmm ® hard,' There wms nothing for the Negro
vish the muie %0 4o Bat o alassuwbere,

"AFSer v had paneed & Feagre on the "Msitumy ne dey T ndeed Tster
fo tum around md e8e if he wam't the one we vere locking for, "o ot
Buster sadd, "Hit's bed lusk to look back mnd you 'now vhnt T done tole
you "bout bad luck. 1'% avinster tum Ais trvek arowm? end look. I
aln' gwiner turn ny hesd,!

Negroes mve funny nanen Tor Shings in the store.® 34 sald,. "A
Mascloun rag 12 o nagwlis; an eleotric stowve 2 leog twister: a vistrols
s victoriaj artificial Tlovers artificious; and o uffet 12 a svo=ace.

“A Hegro former who came in S0 pay his M1l seld he got the poney
fron the president, "He sin' i1¢ kind to giver us foymers soney, Wt
1 vante % Imow one thing, Is 40 president o man or o vemen? I think
ha's o san, tut he's ot a wvosen's name, Rosabell, bus I 1# prowd of
one thing for sto' « 1 ain’ on "eaf" (relief).

"ihey bave o language all thely v, * B eodd, "Pat T think I know
it now, and if I contione my i1l collieoting, 1% mow nll thely
superstitions, so Lif I never ocollect all the meney, I ofil) von 't v

2 il lose.

2f1%/ 38
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Stage Travel Down The Chattahoochee Valley,
y%fmmd. By, Peter Brannon.
From Columbus to Eufanla, Barbour County. Taken from a little volume

presented to the Archives and History, lontgomery by Judge and Mrs. & Mrs.

Lucien D. Gardner.
The accountsy entries, references and notations are given for the years

1842-44. Cash received from post toutes between Fort Mitechell, Eufaula and
Franklin on the west side of the river. Stage transportation for a black boy
from Eufaula to Fort Gaines, Ga. was $335.00 but the stage would take a box
weighing 100 pounds all the way from Columbus to Eufaula for .45¢.

1843 Post Records.

By reference to the Acts of Congress one finds that there was a post
route in Alabama from Fort Mitchell, by Roanoke postoffice(Stewart County,
Seobgha, Eufaula, Barbumr County, Alabama, to Fort Gaines, Early County,
Georgia, the mail to be carried on the west side of the Chattahoochee River,
This shows that Columbus, Ga. mail to Fort Gaines which at the date of this

account, July 1836, was a place of some importance, was transported over

what is today known as the River Road from the present Columbus in old Henry
County, Alabama, as far north as Columbus, Ga. The road goes by our Fort
Mitohell through Oswichee by Cottonton, on to Eufaula, south by old Franklin
and on toward Alaga. The Filorida Short Route of the Alabama highway system
parallels much of this way, and it touches the road at points.
Stage Accounts.

The stage accounts in this legger(which looks quite like, except that it

is slightly larger, a bluepblack spelling book) are most interesting and one

can almost compile a census of families from these records. Either the stage

driver or the contractor, seems to have kept an account against all of his

passengers to most of all he charged their fare and if we may accept this
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Stage Travel Down The Chattahoochee Valley.

By, Peter Brannon.(Continued,)

ledger, some of it he never collected. On the 26th. day of July 1842, he
garried one "Hamilton®" from Columbus to Eufaula and charged him $6.00.
Entered opposite his name and written at a different time im "run away,
never paid." MeCall, another passenger on that day was charged the amount
of §6.00 and A. Lovelace has enfered "Pajid®, Mr. Lovelace was the stafe
driver. On the first day of July of that year, Mr. N. Gardner rode down
from Florence %o Eufaula. The charge was § 3.00. He was * to pay Lovelawe."

At the same time his wife and daughter accompanied him and the charge may
have been for the three of them. 01d Florence is not far from Eufaula, seo
the amount should not be much. Entered is "to be settled in my account with
william MeLeod". In July of that year, r, MeKay, Mr. Crowell, Mr. Wiley,

Mr. Chittle, Mr. williams, Mr. Coleman, Miss Brown, Mr. Booth, Miss Sergeant,
. Brocaw, Mr. loLeed, Mr. Harrison, Mr. Bateman were "charge® passengers.
On Aug. S5th. Mrs. Wellborn and her negreo gilfl traveled from Columbus to
Bufaula and ecoupied one seat. We must imagine that the lady shared the
miidle swinging seat, always reserved for the ladies, with the little col-
ored girl and the fare was § 6.00. She had three trunks, one carpet-bag, one
sword and the excess charge was §3.54. Mr. R« Shannon shippednsome goods
down by the same stage but the record shows that he never paid the trans-
portation them. During that August Col. Toney (without doubii the reference
is to Col. Washington Toney whose plantation was several miles north of the
present Egxfaula), went down from Columbus to Sandy Creek. He charged his fare

as $7.00, for Mr. Lovelace to ceollect later. He brought down at the same

time a bundle for ur. Davis and the Gharge was .50¢. On the 18th. of August
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urs. Gardner, Benjamin Gardner and little daughter, thethtree being charged
for one seat through paying two fares, are ahown as traveling from Eufaula
to Florence. M, J.P. Pigg is traveler on the coach. I do not identify the
name in that section though they may belong there. John P. Harvey rode the
gtage quite often, Col. Hunter was a passenger quite often, Thomas Henry,
Mr. Hardaway, Mr. Wakefield, ir'. Laney, Miss NMurphy, Maj. McCoy, Mr. H.
Winget(this name ﬂoulgogi spelled that way at the present time), Mr. Stow,
(without doubt the old hardware family of Eufaula), and scores of other
names are entered. Sometimes the gentlementraveled with a boy, and the ladiel
traveled with a girl, showing that they they carried their maid. He rarely
ever charges the ladies for their maid, though this does not always apply
in the case of a negro boy.

As I read along through this velume, I find that one of the drivers on
the line, maybe the substitute man, was named Preston. His first name or
initial was "T%, The driver did not charge "round trips*, but he did enter
thus; "Mr. Hunt, up and down, Columbus to Eufaula®. No reduced rates were
made for theeound trip. The stage took on passengers at Uchee Creek, a few
milea south of Fort Mitchell. Apparently between regular stops, passengers
were charged at a higher rate. while practiocally all the passengers names
are identifidd, occasionally we see the word"stranger®, and always in that
case the amount is entered ags "paid®., Sometimes it is "pd"* and sometimes
"payd®,

In August 1843, Col. Toney had a $22 charge. He went down on the 17th,

from Columbus "down home®, the fare being $7 and he carried down 100 pounds
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of flour, express on same being $3. Apparently as entered at the same time,
but intended to be the charge for the trip up te Columbus, is the fare from
Eufaula, which is entered as $5, whereas the stage from his home on Sandy
Creek is as at other times §$7. The Millwards used the stage quite often.
Sometimes it is charged to Mrs. NMillward who carried her maid with her and
then again it is charged to S.W. Millward,"wifds fare" and "negro woman's®,
each being entered seperately. The stage fare for a negro boy when traveling
by himself from Columbus is not as much as if acecompanied by someone. I pre-
sume that the negro boys must have ridden with the driver on the box. "Aleson
Jagochat® is unboubtedly an entry for "Allison Gachett". One interesting entry
here is "Johnson's wife rode twice and himself rode three times". Thomas Car-
gile is chargedquite often for other folk's fare. The driver, Lovelace, seems
2:th311 asked their names, for always the "strangers" were entered by Lovelacqd

Mr. Preston must have asked their names. A Lovelace, sometimes entered as

A,A.L gave way as driver to James J. Lovelace on July 1, 1843. Entered, very

modestly and almost out of sight is "July 1,(no year) Yames J+ Lovelace com-

menced driving®. Entered more boldly is "1843, July L. A.A. Lovelace, debtor
to cash when going to Chambers, $10. Quit driving same day"*.
Business Accounts.

AS well as entering accounts against his stage passengers, the contractor
injects certain other little hamédmess matters. For example, on July 1, 4843
he paid,"¥Mr, Lomax" {8.39. This is either the father of, or our own Col. Tenne
Lomax who lived at Eufaula in the forties. On July 4, is entered that Mr. Gray
commenced riding the mail at $6 per mile. It is also entered that he, the stag
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contractor, put stock on from Fort Gﬁihll July 3, 1843, "One horse was kept
at Lumpkin(from 3rd. instat.July)", and one boy on the 4th. at supper." In
1884, this contractor bought of S, Pasmore 35,664 feet of plank at $27,48. He
gsold the account to James H. Smith and gave his note for the amount, Several
other pediinent facts come out. A oredit for "by services driving the stage",
ene time entered as $15 for two months, and a charge to "driving the stage for
two months at $7.50" gives the student an opportunity teo arrive at fixed sal-
aries for the periocd. Samuel M. Latimer, who ran a regular account with the
stage, and who seems to have paid many passenger's fare, furmished the feed
for the stage horses at $l11 a month for four horses. His son, Archy, seems to
have borrowed on the account for once this uniknown contractor paid cash te
"son Archy" $22 and another time $50. I do not identify Col. Corcoran, but on
January 24, 1845, he came down from Columbus to Eufaula and paid $5 fare and
$5 express on a 200-pound box of books. On August 14, of that year, he paid
$2 express on a box of books. In 1845, the stage fare to Columbus had been re-
duced from $6 to §5 each way. The contracter seems to have bought items in
Columbus for his friends, charged it on their accounts and then charged ex-
press for bringing down these commeodities. Thomas Carghble(who is sometimes
"gle", sometimes "gil" and sometimes”"gile®) had him duy teols in Columbus and
bring them down. The Gordons, that well known family in East Heary, must have
had a bank account with Mr, Cargile for I see Col. Gordon's stage fare always

charged to mr. Cargile,
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AUNT E.:LCY ;EELLNAS. WﬁSE-'Tm, Hﬂmg

Aunt lucy's faoe is lined and her wice crecked; ut kindness
ghines ihhher dim old ayon,

"I ain't spry no more, honey," she sald, "ny time is mighty nigh
out, but I's wecdy to go when old Marster sees fi% %o call me dar, 1I'
got & bad cold, and I been scatterin' chicken menure to cure 1%, HNit's
good %o break up 2 head cold.

"I seen you conin' way off. Tou sho' does step 1%, you walks
sroudful 1iks." Axnt Lucy gove her chalr o hiteh that brought 1% closer,
then leaned forvard esgerly as she spoke, "1 wvants % axe you a question
"bout Sarrie Bell, Mandy's gal, che aln't never hed no pa, She's sho!
pretty, & high breeded, no-nation nigger. I sho' o glad I ain't no mimture
breed. You lnow her husbend 1s 1 de pe. De one dat k118 Mr, Vi1l Bpits,
lowd, dat wos one awful night. I'11 %ell you "bout dat, Nigger gals dese
days sho' ia sinners, sings resls, gits drunk and shakes dey foot all night.
o wonder dey ne coaunti ain't got no'ligion. 1 bholds sywelf above sinnems.
Don't dout elther lak dey used to, DBook-reading done rulat ‘en,*

I sadd "Ammt ooy, %6l)l me first about Aunt Nollie Almonds, Tou know
I wrote her uwp a8 one of the old slaves.,” "ioney, the sho' was a ageadle
‘oman, Dey planted her de fu'st Tuesday after the fu'st Sunday in fodder-
pulling time.*

! endd, "Whot do you mean by 'planted? '

"Dat means dey Tunerslised her honoy. 1 been unrestlosrs ever singe

she zome. Aln't had nobody to set and %Salk with and emoke my pipe W peaee,

Juat look at Mandy Jordan, She ain't no count, Young as she is she already ot
aine hesd of chillun., She's the outbdreedingest 'oman that ever I 41d ses,




Alsbame « Aunt Luecy Thomas

She ain't much over thirty year old. She hod two by her Tirst

husband, Tobe., He's dead., Three Wy her second Meband: he ranned
avay. And de other four is sl ew-footed bastards, Ghe sho' 4o dominise
her chillun though, lNoney, here I is telling you "bout Nandy snd you
vant %o know "bout wvash "omans. I been one all my 1ife and I uwee' %
be the best in New-fallah, Course mow I ain't no-count. I's em "leaf
and dey givesmse tormodities (commedities). Dat sho! hope me. I goes
eut in d¢ woods down by de creek and zits my woeod,

"Talking "bout vhen I wuz & vash-‘oman, I wr high-clase, Yashed

party dresoces, window curtains snd sen's white sidrts, JNad a fluting

machine, Aln't but one other “dnan had & fluting mchine "side e aa!
hit wvos Punch, Fere's d4e way we d9i" She thus explained the technique
of hor ecraft,

"First, Nondey somning you goes to 4o white folks'® house and gite
de wvash, Vhen I gits home, I maltes o fire under 4o pot, Then you puts
on your pot of water md lot hit git hot, Then I sorts out cleothes.
Ta'st your white clothes, Tou pute ‘en in 2 punber three rubbing tub,
*hen you ruve out de Jhite clothes and put "aa in de pot, then cuts W
your bar sosp snd puts hit in de pot, thea puts in your washi g powder,
Then you rubs out your Sowels in 40 tubl An' all dis Sime your white
clothes 1 bvelling in 40 pot. Then you tcalee your white dlothes out
and pute your towels ia, and riases your vhite clothes out throvgh twe
tubs of wvater with "blueing® 12 Mt., Tha you starches 'em.

7o make your stareh you lets your water boil, then puts 2 11ttle
pietd of lard 1o 4%, Fake uwp your starch in 2 pon and o8ir 4% 40 de boll-
ing water, Lot Mt cook "bout twenty minmutes., Them you g1t & pen aad
stmain your starch through a clean cloth 20 de storeh von't be lumpy end
treghy., Then you starch 4¢ clothes and hang "em on de lines with dlothes
pins, Then your towels you wash the same wy but you don't starch ‘em,

Then you wash the colored cleothes like the white unlessen you don't boll
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de ones &t Tade, Jist put 'em in de hot water and Sake ‘em vight out,
unléscen hits overe-halls,

"That'e Neaday, washing~day., Then on Tueeday you startes irening.

"When you git ready to iron and take your clothes and grinkle ‘em dowm,
roll 'em tizht and put 'em in a basket., Kiver 'sm up with a vhite plece
of cloth snd let "em set, You make a fire over your irvoning tmeket with
gharcoals, them put wp your ironing deard vhilet your fire is durgiy and
then you serubd your irons and wash 'em ma' yut ‘em om de fire, Then yom
glt your iron holder and = cloth to wipe your irons as you take ‘em off
de fire. You sust wateh out that you dam'$ have a rough iron. PMat cedar
or wax %o wipe your irom s0 Mt will B4 smooth, Then start ironing your
towels fufas, then you iron silk ﬂiaﬂl:h;:m don't have to sprinkile, 1ike
govms, slips, misssouries (brassieres), panties and things, Next you gite
a oléean white dloth and keep hit damp to wipe de wrinkles out de clothes
while you iron. You irons won a Tuseday, Wednesday and Thureday. Pack
iz & basket and wpon & Friday you takes 'em home to de white folks and
gite your money,. Then," che added, "beaning broadly., "on Saturday you
nleasure and you goes to'meetin''on Sumday,

"Honey, wash-omanes has a2 good time in Summer, excusing a ralay spell.
Put in Winter, lawd, hit's bard, I 19 had sy hands =plit wide open mnd
sy foots might nigh frose washing out doors at de wash pot in Winter, I
speck de Surpentine in de scap hopes your hands snd keeps ‘es from gitting
footed, If hit reine, dat's cho! worricome, BEas %o dry de clothes in
do house Wy de opm Tireplace, If hit reines on Heonday us hes towmsh on
de back porch, Some n'geers has a shederoom, but I ain't never bhad ome,

"But you Sakes 23S 2)ll in all, Mt adn't bad, Us don't have long eold
spells, you kmow dat,

"1 hears 49 vl te ladies wp 2drth does dey own wahsing, Ala't dat

sonepin't lawd, wosen you had to do 187 You just conldn't had done 1%,
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honey, "csuse you i3 "quality'. Dey tells ne dem Northess ladies sets
snd oots with nigpers, but dey must be po' white trash, lak dat ‘onmam
dat lives in de alley.”

1 told Aunt lgcy that the wonen up Horth had washing machines and
it vasa't 2 bit of trouble and some women down South alse had them and
did their own work, but I couldn't convinee hey, GShe talked on and on
shaking her ol head that I'we never seen without it's headersg. She
said, she was born "'fore freedon”, tut who can %ell? Few ever know
their age, I asked one old voran how old she was and she looked about
elghty. She szaid, "Mycsey, I speck I's "Dout twenty-one.”

Aant Igoy then said, "Soney, Aunt Hannah ig desd too. You writ "bout
he? and had her pioture took, She showed dat pleture to everybody., HM$
gseans lak all de old alggers i dying out, Fut dey don't have bz "settin'
ups' no more., Dat's'cause dey takes de body to de iumrd_honr mi enflumes
(smbelsm) Mit, Dey don't ever bum no fire in de room with de body, 'cause
snoke would mix wp wid de spirit and scatter hit, Mt us still has big
funerals though and they's grand, Yes'um, I she' delieves in ha'nte btut
dey walks at special times, w0t ingenerally when de moon is young., Look
at dem 1ittle kinky headed plckaninneys, Dey sho! do pester me, Dey's
Mandy's and dey so light-fingéred dey steal air thing dey sees, vhether
dey neods hit or not,.*

I asked Aunt Lusy why they all wear sarrings.

She sald, "Honey, dey Ma's punches holes ‘n de years (ears) %o meke
'em see good out de ayes. Two of her gals 12'bine gun®, You know when

a2 Wue-gun nigper bites you, hi's plzen, Don't you "member dat time

Ar, Charlie Scillman hit dat nigger in 40 mouth wid his fist snd Dr. Britt

had %o cut his hand off, den Mo am? I waz washin' fer dem mnd dey she!
thought he was gviner die, He 4dlda't dle tut he cone nighty nigh hit, and

hies wvn 444, I don't vant no Dlue gum nigger %o bite el I 18 %00 old %o
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d0 aly work tut I purses 46 clok, Dm't do M$ fer pay. I does Wt for
‘014 Narster'.

"I kin make good poultices, keep hiS bricks to dey foots, md ‘em
vith kerosene, land ~nd twepsntine, ¥hen lavinia Roberson had de per-
pourney Jjhet 'fore Christams, de white lady murse dsat comes 'round and
vislts oadd I done fine, 5he kont on voking 2 11t81e slass stick in hey
south, (lavinis called 2it a "mame~fer) snd took her "Semptation®, ut I
don't mow nothin® "bout dete I can't read. Dey didn't 1ot her eat nophing,
excusing orsnge Jilce, milk snd femele (prewium) creckers which had been
rolled with a mlling pin, Tines sho' 1o changed. In ny day, dey eaid,
‘stuff & cold and starve a fever', Aln't but one kind ob spedicine }
altes and dat's "Dlack drawe', (blsgk drsught). Fit does 21l de goed,

"lloney, I 2in't been descsane sinee Dr, Fritt died, H1S pretty nigh
troke all us pigeers® hearts, He 41dn't care of you hed ne monsy. You say,
Doc, 1 ain't got no soney' aad 2o say 'l ain®t ask you, iv 17" He ain's
never turned nobody downm md of you wéere bad off rick he wonld take you
to Als horee-pital and never charge you one red copper cemt, BHless Geod,

e's settin' right up dar W 4o throne., “har ain't never been sich a funeral

in 4 United Sjstes and hit took one hour fer de parade (funeral procession)

t0 pass. (And 1t 444)1) Dey let you view the body snd 1 hears ten thoussnd
folks passed YWy end everyboly cryingi wems, chillun, niggere and all,
God bless Dhiwm,

5o, honay, I never did marry. Dida't have no ehillun nelither, 1
spock det's whip I 190 o0 cala-like, I fozlad I di4n's have no Mushbend o
pesteor and rule me, L aln't never ceen alr nigzeer noan 2 wash ean trust,
Dida't bave aone to throv sgnd in ny eye, look ab Halda grieving "comse
Carrie 2e0ll's matend in 40 pen, She ought %o thaxk Ood he's dari he
would have ki1t her by now. e wvent uwp North o Detreolit, That's what

FOIAES Ma., And he come Dack here talking 1ike & Tankss, puttin'on alre,
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T fesls sorry for tham, dut I is glad he's

Be got & o0l pa and ma,

I thenked hor for telling me nbout weshing clothes.

l\

She sald, "I know one thing I forget to tole yow, how much noney

1 mode, I made peod monsy; conetines elsht dollers o woek méd &o vhite

sans and starch, Dese days taint hard lak hit vee oy

-

TOLKES | \lrﬂ: F:.'-i"f..:

starch petifcost g, corsetl covars, dravers and

- - ulr
-

bo. All dem white, SSalT,

oh lawd, 48 uffles] 1n dese daye ladies almoct Dees nalced , ”
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Emma Porter. Negro Cooke.
& 9 3 Orange Street, Eufaula, Ala.

Always laughing, nothing worries Emma much,"cusing Mary Lou and Black
done been betrayed by those low down black niggers."®

She is one of Eufaula's best cooks. Makes the most beautiful and de-
licious cakes, pastries, pies; splendid meat cook, hams, turkeys and "Oh,
boy, how I fries chicken, dont say nothing.®

For eight years she was head cook at Tea Room and before and since
cooked at the most exclusive homes of the city. She is also an excellent
laundresse.

"I was a 'Rogers', father named éabe and mother Lindy. My Pa
father of nine children, he got five dead. I's next to the one that's
living, they's all in the North but me"."Did you live on your father's
farm?® ®He didn't have no farm, jist had patches, My Ma died when I was
ten, then wétmoved tertown. I used ter peddle vegetables. That's when I
learnt to cooky When I'de sell out, I go ter Vrs. Bray's terhelp her and
she's the omen that learnt me ter make sweet and buttermilk biscuit, cakes
and things. In them days white folks had patience to lesarnt yocu. Then I
worked fer"Miss®Esther Mchenzie. 1 nursed n & Robert., 1 travelled with
them, honey. I went everywhere, First time I ever ride on

rything then but Jesus.

I would

chillun with the help of

circus in
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r« Negro Cock.(Contin

11 sont in a car and give us the ticketis. She sho
hit was hard paying house rent and buying wittals.”®

folks
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aint guine-ter toock my picture lak I is, out here

clothes, wid all ti#egblack little niggersfPlaugh-
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morning dar I was right on de job agine. Hit didn't hurt m
ar gquart fer me. You knows I weighs 830 pounds and af I 1
forty—four year old next month. Was birthed the third day
Emma never went to schoeol. Cant read or write. All of

ent to school some, third or fourth grade. Nine live in
room house. Emma, her four children, three grand-children
Rice, Emma's old aunt, an ex-slsve, ninety-iwo ysars old.

a smart croud of negroes. Emma makes them "hustle". Emme
kind and good and always happye. I asked her what she fed
on. She said "Honsy, I mostly gives em series(cereal) fer
dinner, pot-likker, corn bread, maters and taters(tomate:
They'!s crazy about lasses(molasses) too. I just made some

crab apple), deys laks dat."
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AUNT LUCY THOMAS, WASE-'OMAN, BOBCICGN

Aunt Imoy's face is lined and her volee eracked; tut kiudness
shines in her dim old eyes,

T ain't spry no more, honey,” she said. "Ny time is mighty nigh
out, but 1's ready to gzo when old Harster sees fit to eall me." She
paused to cough hollowly, laying her hand impressively on her chest,

"1's zot 2 bad cold, and I been scatterin' chicken manure %o cure i%.
Hjt's good %o bresk up a head cold," she explained,

"I seen you comin' way off. You sho' does step 143 you wikks
proudful-1ike.” Aummt Igycy gave her chalr a hiteh that brought it closer,
then lesned forward eagerly as she spoke. "I wants to axe you =2 guestim
hout Corrie Bell, Mandy's gal. Did you know her husband is in de pen?
Sarrie Bell ain't never had no pa. She's sho' pretty; a high bresded,
no=nation nigger. I sho' is Blad I ain't no mixture breed.

"Carrie Bell's busbend is de one dat ki1t Hr, WI11 Britt, lead,
det was one suful night. Dey wus hesd of evil goin's on dat night,

No wonder dey o counts ain't got mo "ligion. Now, I holds myself above
sinners. JFolks don't shout edther lak dey used te. BSook-reading done
roint 'em," she finished her rambling complsint, and I asited adout Aunt
Nolly Almonds, one of the old slaves.

"Honey, Aunt Nollie was a ageable 'omam, You kmow dat, Ehe done
gone now, Dey plented her do fu'st Tueeday after the fu'st Sundar in
fodder-pulling tine,"

"What do you mean by planted] Aunt Iucy?"

"Dat means dey funerslized her, loney. I been unrestless ever sinee

she gone, Ain't had nodbody % set and Salk with and smoke my pipe in

peage. J‘:utlookntlu-d;#ﬁn. She don't count, Young an she is
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she slready got nine head of chillun. She's the outdreedingest ‘oman
that ever I 412 see. She sin't such over thirty yer old. Fhe had %o
by ber fu'st husdand, Tobe, He's desd., Three by her second hmsband;
he yunned sweay. And de other four is slew-footed bestarde, She eho ¢
do dcminise her chillun thoush,® Here Aunt Imcy laughed gleefuliy.
"Honay, here I is tellin' you "bout Nandy and you wents to mow bout
washe'onans, "she said, "Dub what youvants to know sll éat for, |

sho! can't see, a vhite lady 1ike you,

"I been & wash-Tomsn all my 1ife, an' I used to be de best in
Sow-Fallah, ‘course now 1 sin't no count. I'%s onn Vieaf mnd dey gives
e termodities (commodities). Dat sho' hopes me, Thea I goes out in
de wods dowm Yy de cresk snd gits =y vood,

*Palking *bout vhen I wus 2 washe'omen, I wuz high-clase; waahed
perty dresses, window curtaine aand men's white shirtes, Had a fluting
sechine., Aln't butone other "omen had a fluting sachine ‘side ne an'
hit wuz Bunch,

"Hore's de way we 401" she thus began to explain the Sechnique of
her eraft,

"Pu'st, Monday morning you goes to de white folke' house and gite
de wash, When I gite home, I makes o fire under de pot. Den I puts om
s pot of water smd let hit git hot. Them I serts out de clothes,

"Pu'st you sorts your white clothes. You puts 'em in a number three
pubbing tud, Thea you rubs out de white clothes and puts ‘em ia de pot,
then cuts up pour bar sosp and puts hit in de pol, then puts in your
vashing powder, Them you rubs out your towels in de Stub, Aa' gll dis
tine your white clothes is beiling in de poS., Thea you takes your vhite
clothes out snd puts your towels in, and rinses your white clothes ous

throuch twe tuds of water wid blueing in hit, Them you sltarches 'em.

*To meke your starch you lets your water boil, thea puts a 113%1e
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plece of lard in 48, Make up your starch in o pan and stir 1t in de
bolling water, snd let hit cook 'bout twenty mimutes, Them you gits &
palk and sireins your starch threugh a clean cloth so de atnreh von't
be lIunyy and Sweghy, Then you starch d¢ olothes and hang "'em on de
lines with clothes pins, Then your Sowels you wash the same way but
you fon't stareh "em, Then you wash the colored clothes 1like the white
unlessen you dan't boil de onee dat fade, Jist put 'em in ds hot water
and take "em riszht out, unlessen hit's overshalls,

"That's Mondsy, washing-day, Thea on Tueadny you starts ironing,

"When yom #it ready to iron and Sake your clothes and sprinkle ‘em
down, ll fem tight and put "am in & backet, Eiver 'em wp with a vhite
plece of cloth and let "em set. Tt make a fire over your irening eket
vith chareosls, then put your ironing board widlet your fire 1s uming
snd then you serud your irons and wash "em an' put 'em on de¢ fire, Then
you it your iven holder snd & cloth %o wipe your irons as you taks 'em
off de fire, You must watoh out that you don't have & rowh iron, Use
codar or wax to wive your irem so it will be smeoth, Ihen start ironing
your towels fu'st, then iren your silk pleges that you don't have $o syriakie,
1iks gowas, slips, missourigs (brassieres(, penties and things., Sext you
glte a2 clean vhite d oth and keep hit damp b0 wive de wrinkles out da
elothes while you irom, Tou irone wpon a Taeeday, Vedneeday and Thursday,

Pagk in 2 bashet and wpon 2 Yriday you takes 'am home %o 44 white folks

and zits your sonsy, Thea" zhe added, dYemming broadly., "on Saturdsy you

pleasure; and you goes to meetin' on Sundey,

"Honey, wash-‘onsns has a good time in Sunmer - exousing a rainy well.
Bt in vinter, Iawd, MMt% hard, I i9 had s hnds ®@11% wide open and
y foots might' nigh frose w.shing out doors at 4o wvesh pot &in Winter, I
speck de Surpeniine in de sosp hopes your hantds =nd kecps 'em from gittiag

‘footed, If hit mins, dat's sho'! worriesome, Has to dry de olothes in

de house by ds opem fireplace, If Mt mine on Nonday us has wvash on de
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bock porch, Sowe niggers las 2 shed-room, but I ain't never had ome,

"But you takes hit sll in &1, bt 2in't bed. Us don't have long
cold spells, you kmow datl.

"] hears de vhite ladies wp North does dey own washing, Aln'% dat
somepin®? ZJewd, sposen you had %o do 187 Toum Just counldn't have done 1%,
honay, ‘csuse you is guality!' Dey tells me dem Northermn ladies sets
and eate with niggers, but dey must be po' wvhite trash, lak dat ‘oman
dat lives in de alley."

1 told Aumnt lucy that the vomen wp North bad washing machines snd
i1t wasa't 2 ¥t of trouble md that some women dowm South have them and
do thelr own work, dut she couldn't be convineed, GShe talkad on md on,
shaking her old head that I've mever seen without it's head-mag,

ghe sald, she wes bomn "fore freedom" but who can telll TFew ever
know thelr age. I asked one old woman how old she wasj =nd she looked
sbout elghty. She said ®Misey, I ‘speck I's "bout tventywone, "

Aunt luey them said, "Honay, Aunt Hannsh is dead too, You wril "out

her snd had her plcture took. She showed dat picture %o everybedy. Hit

scems lak s11 de old miggers is dying ouwt, But day don' have Vig sottin'

ups no more, Dat's '‘cause dey takes de body to de fumeral home and
saflunes (embalm) hit. Dey don't ever um no fire in de room with de
body, 'cause smoke would mix wp wid de spirit and seatter MS, But us
ati1]l hes bg fumerals though sad they's gread, Yes'um, I sho' believes
in ha'ats tut dey wallks in special times, most ingemerally vhen de moom
is young.” She broke off suddenly to move stiffly to her door and scold
several smell snd molsy black girls., "Dem litile kinky-headed plickanianies”
she mumbled, "Day sho' do pester me, Dey's Mendy's wmd day so light-
fingered doy stesl air thing dey sees, wvhether dey needs M & or not,*

I asked Aunt Imcy vhy they all wore sarrings.

She sald, "Homey, dey Ma's punches holes in de yeare (ears) tomake
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fom goo good out de eyes, Twe of her gals 1z "ilwe gem', You Imow whem
& bue-gum nigger bYites you, Mt's pizen., Don't you 'membor dat tinme

Hr, Charlie Skiliman hit 4ot nigeer in de mouth wid hie fist snd Dr., Brits
had S0 cut his hand off} den Me arm? I wur washin' for dem and dey

sho! tho ght he was gwiner die, Ho didn't die but he ceme mighty nigh
his, snd his arm sho' did, I don't wvant no blue gum nigger to Bit mel®
Then she reswsed her stozy. "I is too old %o do alr work tut I nurses

do sick.” she said., "Doa't do kit for pay, I does hit fer '01d Narster.!

*I kin make good poultices, keep hot bricks %o dey foots, rud 'em
vith kerosene, laxrd and tTwrpentine., Vhen Iavinis Soberson had de per-
nourney just 'fore Christmas, de white lady nurse dat comes 'round add
visite said I done fine., e kept on poking a 1ittle zZlsss stick in her
south, (lavinis called Mi% 2 "mame~ter) and took her "temptation,' but I
don't mow nothin® Nout dat, I can't rend., Doy 444n'S led her eat
nothin', exousin' orange julge, milk and femsle (premium) orackers which
had beem mlled with a rolling pin, Tines she' 19 changed., In my dey,
dey sald, "stuff 2 cold and starve a fever.' Ain't but one kind of
sedicine 1 takes an' dat's Black draws,' (black draught), Hit does all
de good,

"oney, I ain't been de same sinee Dr, Sritt dled. FHi1t pretty nigh
broke sll us niggers' hearts, He 4didn't care of you had no monay. You
sy, "Doe, I 2dn't ot no money, ' and he sy "I adn't ask you, iz M
He ain't never turaed nobody down and of you were bad-off sick he womld
take you %o his hovee-pital and never charge you ome wed copper cemt,
Fleus God, he's settin' right uwp dar YW de throne right now. There
ain®t never been sich a funeral in de United Stntes snd Mt took one
bour fer de parsde (funeral procession) to gass., (And it 4i4!) Dey
let you view the %ody and I hears ten thoussnd folks passed by and

everybolly crying; mens, chillun, nigeers and all. OGod bless him)

"o, honey, I never did sarry., Didn't have no chillum neither. I
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speck dat's de resson I'm oo cﬂﬂ-lih. 1is gld I i 't have no

husband %0 pester and ™o me, I 2in't never seen alr nizeer man a
vousn can trust. Ddn't have nome to throw send in ny eye. look at
Malda grieving Ycauee Carrdie Bell's Imoband in de pen. Ghe sught %o
thenk Sod he's dar; he vould have kilt her %W now. e went wp Nerth
to Petrols. Thet's what mmit Ma, And be come back bere talking
1iie a Yaakee, pubtin® on alirs. He pot & 2004 pa and ma, I feels
sorry for them, ut I 1s sho? glad he's "sonnt wp'." 1 thenked her for
telling me sbout washing clothes,

She amid, "I mow one thing I forget to tole youi; how much money
I made., I nsde good money: sometives eizht dollars 2 week and de white
folks Turnished soap snd starch, Dese daye tain’t hard lak Mt use ter
be. All dem white, stiff, starch petticonts I've wahised and iromed; all)
de corvet covers, drawers and oh Ilawd, de fuffles)

"In dege dayr ladies almost Lews naked,.®

2/1%/3%
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Rev. Robert James, Route # 2, P.0.Box 15, Hoboken,Eufaunla, Ala,

o'

"I was born in Baltimore, Maryland. Breught here when I was a baby. Ny
father was Durn James and my Mother Srrah James. I was born August 1E9€C,

I was just nineteen years old when I started preaching. I have been in ihe
ministry now about fort-three years; alvieys in Alabama.

“Two living children; two dead.

"I am now pastor of four churches,"Friendship" at Hatchuchubbee; "Thankful®
at Eufaula; White Oak Chapel®", near Clayten; "Humble Zion", Spring Hill. Preaah
one Sunday at each. I have a c¢ar but 1its giving down now and I guin'ter try
and got another. My flocks have aipays hoped me when they could. Now they are
mostly all poor. They ain't got no money but they give me fcod stuff if they
got 1t. “any dont have {it. Dont have nothing. They gives me chickens, corn,

taters, hog-meat in Winter. We have pur daptising in August and September.

L3

-
1

Ita been too cold ter daptise., I's beptised as many as forty-five at er time,
Its or grand sight,

*I think some of my best sermons are First Romans,10th Chapter, 10th,
Verse."For with the heart man believyes unto righteousness and with the mouth
gonfeasion is made unto salvation", Now we git our subjects Enitt and Belief.

That takes care o the text. Another: John 3rd. Chapter, 7th. 'erse,Text: -

L1
%

"Narvel not for I say unto you, ye must be born again®. The subject,"A Holy‘
dispensation of the mind". When our mindis changed from evil to good, then we
gees it =8 the holy dispensation of the mind. With ar inward eye of faith

we sees God. Nobody in the world cam turn that down. ¥any a time I have been
setting by the death bed in the si¢k room and the diseased one was dying. I

would see them wave their hand and say,"come on death, I'll gladly go with

thee", and oft-time I have heard Lhem Bay,"yonder is my mother or Father",




