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to Frangois Ludgére Diard.

(Note: This Folklore Story pertains to the years during the
1880's and 1890's,which custom was a perpetuation of the
earlier steamboat days on the Alebema Rivers.)

In the olden days when steamboats plied the Alabama,Tombigbee and
Warrior Rivers there was a good deal of romance connected with their

trips. The story narrated here,however,pertains especially to those pa-

latial packets plying the Tombigbee and Warrior Rivars,uhordit was the
|

custom among the young people to get up parties and take a trip up the
river as far as the boat would go. These parties were looked forward to
by the young people of a number of the communities along the rivers,be-
cause they knew that the trip would be a pleasure.

The young men were,as a rule,the leaders in arranging the trips
and it was often and difficult to make them a success on account of the

difficulty in getting the proper chaperon,for in those days a girl was
not allowed to go to any kind of party or entertainment without ome of

these drawbacks,especlally a trip oh the boat where members of the party

would be gone for two or three days and nights. After securing a ohaparoq

the boys would be especlally attentive to her,for they desired to keep
her fully entertained while they were aboard in order that the girls
might be able to eke out a little more liberty than when the "Chappy"
was on the immediate grounds. |

When the boat would land where the party was to board it,it was
a rush to secure the bdest state rooms and arrange the baggage of the

girls,the boys being left to secure the best locations they could,and in

a number of instances some of them hustled of f into the "texas," so
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they would be absolutely certain of being out of the way of the girls.

After having been located and plans made for all members of the
party to attend supper on the boat,the meals served were more than famous,
for the table was filled with every luxury equal to any noted hotel. The
fried "golden chicken" and the roasted beef and pork were galore,the fine
wines,eggnog, lager beer and coffee. The musician,who was generally a
piano player{for every party had to have a good piano player asmong them),
would be brought into action and the cabin cleared 4o thet the dance mmmit
cotld begin. In these parties the village cuteup was always brought along
and had a leading part because he was the life of the party and generally

called the figures in the dances. In those days rarely ever did the chape
eron permét anything but square dances,but the boys would prevail upon
her for Jjust one waltz,and when it started,the pisno player was tipped

frequently so that she would keep playing and it seldom ended until the
"ehappy" awskened to the faet that something was going on and stopped
the waltz,

Some of the ladies who chaperoned these partdées became quite fa=-

mous for their attention to the members of the party,and none of the

party would be allowed outside of the cabin while the dance was on for
the evening. «hen the dance ended for the night,she always herded them

together and made sure all were in their staterooms before she retired,
and before doing so she admonished some of the members of the crew EEZXINE

egainst permitting any of the party outside of ther staterooms after she

retired them.
The reputations of the chaperons of these pleasure trips up the

Alabema Rivers were an excellent recommendation for securing permission

from the parents of some of the girls desiring to make these trips,and
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when petitioning mother end father for permission to go on the boat

trips,the first question they asked was,"™Who is to be the chaperon?”

While these up-the-river boat trips might seem dull and un-

interesting to the young folks of to-day,they certainly were pleasant

and enjoyable in those good old days. No matter how cautious the chap~-

BT

erons were,some of the young people would”ﬁﬂbt some of the people of
the opposite sex traveling on the boat and in some instances some last-
ing friendships were formed,which budded into love and finally into
marriage.

The more familiar the leaders of the party were with the mem=
vers of the boat crew,the more opportunities they had to get around
the boat and locate the best places sboard,end especlally those places
for dodging the cheperon, With some of these “cheps™,however,it was
almost impossible to lose her,end if they did for any length of time
thet one's name was tabooed from the membership of the next trip.

‘The young folks on these trips were continually  having some
kind of entertainment through the day and late into the night,and with
the assistance of the captain,mate,engineers,strikers,clerks and pilots
the boat was what might be called ohe round of pleasure for a day Oor xm
two. The "chep" was sometimes troubled with keeping the boys and girls

from going esshore at the different landings where the boat had occasion
to stop to unloaed freight or take on a new Dassenger. On one occasion

one of the young ladies of the party was leld ashore when the boat
stopped at a certein landing to unload freight. She was not discovered

missing for a while,but it was fortunateXymm for her that a young farm

er,a graduate of a university,who was at the landing at the time,saw
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her predicament and proferred his service to untangle a grave and serious

moment with the "chap,"™ who was wild with rage and fear. It so happened

that the landing where the young ledy was left was fifteen miles from
the next landing by boat because of the bends in the river and only one
mile and a helf by land,so when the boat arrived at the next landing =kx

kns%® the young lady was waiting to board it. This action brought severe
criticism from the chaperon,but what did it matter even in those days
to a young girl who had a most enjoyable exciting experience and had met
a young man just the kind of fellow she had dresmed of and who was so
gentle and kind g

By the time the boat landed and the freight was being discharged
end passengers getting sboard,the young university farmer had sent his Iu
horse and buggy home by one of the farm hends and had himself boarded
the boat unaware to any of the party,even the gukk girl whom he had EEXxl

befriended.

After the boat had discharged its frieight and backed out in the
stream eand had been under way a short time,a cabin boy was called to
the engine room where the young fermer had a friend who was the engineen

The boy was given a note and given strict charge as Xxm how to deliver
it. It took great tact to deliver the note without the chaperon or some

member of the party seeing what was going onjhowever,the cabin boy have
ing been trained how to do things for the captain and other members of
the crew finally managed to perform his mission.

No one but the engineer and cabin boy were aware of the young XD
fermer's presence on the boat until now. The note was delivered and the
young lady made some excuse to go to her stateroom,and while therexise

she read:

"Dear Mary: I am aboard. I could not see you go away without tell
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ing you lots. Make plans to see me at the dance after supper.
"John."

What was she to do? were the first thoughts that ceme into Mary's
mind. There was the man of her dresms and although never having met him
before,she had often heard of him and the influence his parents commanded
in their cummunity. His parents operated the largest farm and plantation
in that section of Alabama,and had a commissary on the plantation and were
quite wealthy and the son John being the only child was to inherit it.

Mary being rather timid and at the same time having an inner fear that
the man of her dreams had come true and in person would be at the dance

in the cabin after supper,she lost no time in making preparations for
meeting him regardless of what the chaperon had to say.

At supper she saw him sitting way down at the end of the long din-
ing table in the cabin,and her heart thrilled and thrilled,but all the
time she was thinking whether or not she was doing right to meet him,as
her parents were of the old Southern type,who did not approve of chance
meetings. The more she thought the more she came to the conclusion that
it was an act of Providence that she had been left at the landing early

that afternoon,end that she would not let the opportunity pass to have
her new found friend a partner for the dance that night.

After supper the cebin was arranged for the dance,and as the XXXX

village cut-up announced "select your partners and get ready for the
quadrille,” everyone had & partner but Mary on account of one of the boys

of the parfy being indisposed. It was at this time she saw John approach
ing and in an instent she sald: "Oh,there's John,I will have him for a E
partner.”™ But at this moment the cut-up and announcer called out,"Salute
your partners,hands all around,balance alli" *

Mary wes now satisfied that all these plans had been arranged Xum

through Providence and as she was noted for her dancing,the members of
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the party sald they had never before seen her dance so gracefully and with
s0 much animation. The dance gave them an opportunity to talk and each by
this time had discovered that Mary and John must have been created for each
other,as they were not satisfled when away from each other. John professed
his love for Mary with such fervor and met with a little encouragement at

first,but later as the dance was nearing the end they promised to see each
other at the breakfast table the next morning and talk matters over further

By noon the boat had arrived at its up-river destination,and the

party went up to the town and spent the aftermoon while the boat was load-
ing for its trip down the river. Upon return to the boat after supper the
usual evening's dance was indulged in by the party;but somehow,Mary and
John sat out a few dances much to the dimupmaiwimmumk disapprovel of the
chaperon. -

By this time John had made himself quite popular with the members
of the party including the chsperon,and he was invited to be a member of

the next boat party which would be two weeks hence.

Upon arriving at John's landing the members of the party bade him
goodbye,and as the boat rounded the bent of the river they saw his buggy
and span of horses drive up.

During the next two weeks several letters passed between Mary and

John,and John made a business trip to the little town where Mary lived

with her parents and was entertained by them,and while at her home made
himself quite popular with the members of her family,as they knew his fath

er in a business way.
When Mary told her parents that John would be a member of the next
boat party,it met with their approval much to her delight. Then when the

next boat party came the usual galety prevailed;but preceeding the trip
John had a personal interview with Mary's parents,asnd on the trip up at




Week ending August .1,193%9. | T
FOLKIORE, Frangois Ludgére Diard,

Identification No. 0149-5252,
Federal Writers' Project,Ds.2,

WPA Projeet No.5303,Mobile,Ala.

PLEASURE PARTY TRIPS ON THE ALABAMA RIVERS.
Narrated by Thomas B. Allman
to Frangois Iudgére Diard.

the dance they announced their engagement and stated that the marriage
would be performed on the Wednesday following at the home of the bride's

parents. They were married on Wednesday following and it was a grand =2

affair,as two of the mxk most popular young people in the adjoining count-
ies were being married.




THE NARRATOR.

Mr. Thomas B, Allman as a young man attended these pleasure trips
ol the Alabama Rivers. He resides in the popular and historiec suburb of

Whistler five miles northwest of Mobile,and where the Moblle and Ohio
Railroad first had their repair shops. Mr., Allman is a Justice of the

peace at Whistler,and at one time was connected with the circulation
department of The Mobile Reglster,as well as holding other positions 1in
Mobile., He also edits the little semi-monthly in octavo folio form, "The

Whistle,” which gives the happenings of Whistler,Ala.,and in some issues
recalls events of past history. Mr. Allman has spent his entire life in

the Mobile vieinity.

¥. L. D,
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THE FLOTILLA BATH,

"It was in the year of 1857,that I established the 'Flotills Bath'
on the eastern side of Mobile River,"™ saild the J. Ogden Belknap of lMobile.
"%"The pepople of that day used to stand on the wharf at the foot of both Gov-
ernment and Dsuphin Streets and ask what establishment was that across lio=-

bile River s¢0 neatly whitewashed and resembled so much a fort with its

port holes open as if threatening immediate destruction to sll water craft

plying up snd down the river that came in range of its gunsi It was no fort

at all,but a harmless,and in fact, a useful article in the shape of a float=
ing bath-house,which 1 had erected for the benefit of a community during
the warm summer months. In this establishment of mine was found everything
of that dey that was requisite to heving 2 fine basth,clean towels,pure
soep,ect.,and whatmore,ample room in which those who wished to,may not only
thoroughly cleanse themselves,but practice or learn the art of swimming

without the exposure or danger attending bathing in the open river,or bay-

ous and creeks near the city,where alligators and reptiles abounded."

It must be exPlained that Mobile et the time of which we are writ-
ing had only three or four public beth establishments right in the towm
proper,where negro slsves were in asttendance. 1These town baths had hot or
cold water as desired by customers;but as the pstronsge wes beyond accoms=
modation,Mr. Belknap's idea wss that every omne could bathe in clear running
water thet was salty more than nine months out of the year right within
reach of the city,for he had row boats end even flathoats manned by slaves
to teke the customers to and from the ilotillae Bath. This was established,

seid Mr. Belknap,mostly for people who were not able to spend their summer

monthe at Foimt Clesr,Montrose,01d Alsbema Cityvihow the present town of
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Fairhope) ,Battles Wharf and other smaller resorts on the eastern shore of

Mobile Bay,or et Coden,Fortersville and Sens Souci Beach at the lower end oJ

of Mobile County,or =t other resorts along the Gulf Coast.

"My Flotilla Bath resembled a fort all right,"™ continued Mr. Belk=-

S
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nap. The port holes were merely windows through which to admit air and s
e verfectly harmless as was the building and myself who owned

r
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it. The establishment was opened on the lst of May,1057,and boals were kept
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in resdiness to carry passengers to and ITro. In those davs the river wsa

n

t water ceme uv for several miles. 'here was not a

-

great deal of steam treffic then,mostly salling craft,to stir up the water

s was dumped therein."®
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sendy beach of Blakeley lsland. The passing vessel soon pulled all the
slack that had been allowed,and the rope was on & stralight high slant from
the beth establishment to the outgoing vessel. Soon the whole structure was
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towed down the river 1into the bay and then into the Gull,the sallors on the
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ing bathing structure was esnother vessel Jjust followling behind. Af'ter thejy
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were g plece out in the Gulf pest Ssnd lsgland lighthouse,they discovered

the rope sttached to the stern of the vessel and it was cut loose,whigh
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set the Flotills Bsth edrift. it seems that a couple of its very fat patrons
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ess men of Mobile,had gone over to the Flotilla Bsth shead of
the prenksters from the foot of Dauphin Street in private boats,presumably
to bathe,and slthough it was raining =k ke ZXimm,they both had been drinke-
ing heavily at the time from a Jjug of fine liquor they had brought with them
them. Instesd of bathing they went to sleep. Then came the pranksters,who

-

discovered them,which prompted the fun and the flosting of the bathing es-

e
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tablishment down to the Gulf,where the two fat men were aroused by belng
tossed asround by the rough breakers,only to discover where they were. A

brig going into port losded with tropicel fruit took them aboard and brought
them to the foot of Government Street.

This comical coincidence,like the bathing establishment,passed Laec
into oblivium,and only referred to by the older people of lMobile and as
told by them to their children. As for the bathing establishment,it,too,is
g memory and referred to as belkn map's Floating Fort,or by its more common
name the Flotills Bath. Even the sailors of that dey who knew asbout are

all gone.

-

The venersble J, Ugden Be

.,_J

knep,the scenic artist and inventor

was a great character around Mobile. It was an enjoyment to converse witk
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him,his knowledge of Mobile and what happened in the past between 1824 and

1917,was a storehouse oI Trare things. He was in Mobile so long,as one story
teller refers to him,that the tradition gained ground that he had always
been & part of the place,and always would be there. He deperted this life
et last on Februeary 9th,1917,full of life and vigor almost to the day of

his death. Mr. Belknap wes the living record of his time. As one older ex-
slave seid,"He 'members way back yonder.™ As a boy he was @ witness to the
hanging of Charles XK. S. Boyington,the boy poet-printer,who murdered his
best friend,Nathaniel Frost,and that was when he himself was ten years old.
He was the first baby kissed by General Lafayette while on his visit to Ala-

bema in 1825. J. Ugden Belknap was = baby in the arms at the time end his
mother snd father and their family were standing in front of thelr home,
northwest Joachim and Government Streets,where he had been born a few months
before,to see the great Frenchman as he passed. Mrs. Belknap teking the baby
from the slave's arms who was acting as nurse,she held the little fellow up
so that the General might touch him with his soldierly haend,when General
Lafayette ordered his carriege in the procession stopped,and he not only put

his hend on the baby,but leant over the side and kissed the baby's cheek.

This was an honor very few men have had peid them that has passed down the

ages.
My, J. Ogden Belknep never started a letter to his friends,Oor one

who desired some point of information about local history,or to the editor

of the morning paper withoutl writing of

"The days of yore that come IO moreil"”

The late Dr. Lrwin Craighead,ﬂditor Emeritus of The Mobile Register,
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"I+ he had begun early to write his memoirs he would have filled
more than a five-foot shelf of books;and it is a pity that he didn't. While
yet in his ninetdgs,he wielded a busy pen. My hotes say: 'He writes his
foolscap pages,pastes them end on end,and sends them to me rolled up like
an Zgyptian seroll:end his wrtiings flow 1ike & limpid brook,touching im-
partially the deptis and shallows of history.' "

014 Mobiliens cen recall the time when it was the custom to spread
great banners oOver the streets,ornsmented with the pictures of candidates
and calling on the electors to “Jote for So-and-So,the greatl Democratl™ 7
Well,if the banner was done in Mobile and was a true likeness,it was safe TO

say that Mr. Belknap did it. He had a fine talent in the use of the brush,
and his lettering had a perfecty touch as well as the design and figures of

his peintings.
Only white seand thrown up by the dredging of the river and a marsih-
y shore edge on Blekeley Islend across the river Irom Mobile show the points

end places where J. Ugden Belknep's Flotilla Beth was once mooreﬁ,resembling

s white fort with port holes for cannon mouths for guarding the harbor.

--- FRANGOIS LUDGERE DIARD.
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THE PALATIAL FUNERAL CAR OF MOBILE,
éritten by
Frangois Ludgere Diard.

In the latter part of March,1883,the latest wheeled department of
Messrs. McKay & Roche,the well-known livery men and undertakers of Moblle,
whose place of business was at the Havarlﬁﬁtables on the west side of Roy~
al Street,between St., Michael and St. Francis Streets,next south of the
0ld Mobile Register Office,in which building laefayette had once been enterw
tained ,was in :ﬁa shape of a handsome funersel car or hearse of the latest i
and most elogant finish,in fact the most palatiel Mobile had had up to thaté

time. It ceme from the factory of Crane and Breed,of Cincinnati,Ohio,and

was of the highest order of beauty. The truck was substantiasl and gracaful,!

black,ebonized and picked out in gold. The body was egg-shaped with sides, |

front and rear framed with convex sheets of plate glass of large size and 7
exguisite clearness., The rear door opened with a pale smethyst-studded nod i
which released bolts both at top and bottam,and threw both wings of the
door open.

The interior was beautifully upholstered and deco?ated. lhe floor
was covered with a fine piece of Brussels carpet,and the portion of the
hearse near the rear door was lald with a parqueterlie of black walnut,oak,
mahogany,sandal and box wood,in very pretty design and highly polished. ;
The opposite end of the interior was gquilted in brown satin and presented |

b

a very pleasing effect. The cornices of the interior were hung with double |

lambrequins,one of black and the other of white,both ornamented with heavyu
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bullion fringe. The bleck was to be used for grown and aged persons,and

white for children. This was 1in correspondence with the plumes on the both
the car and the hacks and the hesds of the horses. When the black was in
use it completelg hid the white hangings. The celling of the funeral car
was in white silk,with a centerpiece pendent,with bullion fringe,and repre

sented the Star of Hope. altogether the arrangement was rich and tasteful,
and was quite an addition to the mortuary parsphernalia of the city. The
roof of the hearse was guarded around the edges with a.silveq&ailing and
accented with plume stands covered in lacquered woods. lhe caachman's seat
was elevated well above the forewheels and was tastefully upholstered. The
mountinge throughout were of polished silver,which,contrasting with the

shining black of the wood work,mede e pleasing effect.

Mobile has had many fine funeral cars oOT hearses in the years
preceding 1882, These were used for e pericd of time by their company Owhe]
ers,then discarded for e new one,but on the errival of the paletial fun-

eral car I've described sbove,lMobile end 1its vieinity was in a senation

to see it on d isplay. There are still living to-day older Mobilians,who |
remember this palatial car es 1t was drawn down the principal streets of ;
Mobile by six plumed white or black horses,followed slowly by meany plumed
hacks,2ll in even step ond slow. The people of Moblile no matter how so0l-

emn the funeral might be invariebly stopped to view and see this beautif

car move along. Jhitablumes in the pest were generally used for young peos

ple and babies,end black or bleck end white plumes for elderly people;end



( : s B

Week ending February 17,1939.

-3-

S=242 Frangois Ludgeére Diard,
Identification No. 0149=5252,
FOLKIORS, Federal Writers' Project,Vis.2,

WPA Project No. 4454,Moblle,Ala.

THE PALATIAL FUNERAL CAR OF MOBILE,

Written by
Frangois Ludgére Diard.

oftenpurple plumes for very old persons were used,and if the deceased
was a very notable character red and white plumes as a matter of distinece=
tion were often used,but black and white were generally adhered to.

1The negro servants took the ™white folks' " children as far as
Government Street,or to whatever street the funeral procession was sched-
uled to pass on,to also see this pelatial car,which like its sister
horse=drawn hacks,on the event of the introduction of motored fumersals,
passed into the folklore of the town like nearly every other horse-drawn |
vehicle and conveyance.,

In this palatial car of McKay & Roche's burial company was often|

carried the remains of wealthy people and in some instances it also care
ried those of persons not so wealthy;but it wes always viewed in the fun-
erel procession as something to see and to admire,snd even on rainy days |

the old negro mammies would say,"Happy is the corpse the rain falls on," |
while often the agnostic and critical cynic on-looker,who had known the
deceased being carried out to his last resting place to have been per- |
heps to his own thinking not as generous with his wealth while living as |
he should heve been,would recall to his mind these philosophical lines:

Did you ever stop and think
As the hearse drives by,
That it won't be long
Until you and I
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Go riding out in a big plumed hack,
And never remember coming back?

Did you ever stop to think
As you atfivaffor gold,
That a dead manis hand
A dollar won't hold?

It was also a custom in Mobile until the entry of the 1900's for the
undertaker,after placing the negrological with the pepers to be printed to
be read by the public,to have death and funeral notices printed and pasted
on posts and fences and even on walls in public places to notify the public
of the death of a fellow citizen. These notices,which were invarisbly printe
ed in black,were generally headed by a weeping willow,a tombstone likeness,

a plain black cross,and even a plumed hearse with six or eight horses attache=
ed in the drawing. The large letters of each line were sometimes printed in

heavy black and the whole edged with a heavy black line. This custom is also
a story of the folklore of Mobile,which has descended to posterity,and as
well the memoriasl black cards printed in gold oyéilvery sent to friends of
the deceased by his femily. We live,we die,Dec volentel

Bibliography: Short hotice on the palatial funeral cer of McKay &
Roche's Funeral Company contained in a scrapbook clipping taken from The Mo~
bile Register of -Sunday,4April 1,1883.

Conversations with older Mobilians,who remembered the

palatial funersl car of Mckay & Roche , Personal knowledge.
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The o0ld times in Prichard Station a nd now occupied by the
towvn of Prichard were far different from the modern days, according to
Mrs. Victoria Adams, one of the oldest residents of Prichard. Horse-
racinz in the spring, "goose pullings"™ on the Fourth of July; egg-nog
at Christmas and calling day on llew Year's. Mrs. Adems says that
Prichard people who wanted to attend church in those days had a falirly
longz way to go. The nearest churches were at Turnerville on the
Telegraph Road and at the intersection of the Craft highwey and Stone
street in Toulminville, which is the Toulminville Methodlst Church.
Since ox-carts, race sulklies, buggies and wagons were the only means
of travel she often walked to church. ™being young and full of life"™ she
sald, "we didn't mind walking to church, or even to Moblle. We would
walk tb La Fayette or Ann street, where we could board one of the Mobille
street cars, then drawn by small mules."”

"As for entertainments, aside from the races, they were few and
far between. Only twice did I attend the theatre, once to see 'Seven
Deys' played at the old lMobile Theatre, and once to witness 'St.Elmo’
written by the Mobile writer, Augusta Evans Wilson, sometimes, we went
driving to Whistler 1in a sulky or buggy behlind a fast horse. At that
time, Whistler was &8 thrivins village of Mobile and Ohio shop employes.

There were many bull-dog and cock fighte near Prichard lLane and
St. Stephens Road, largely attended by men for sport, but were not
attended by the women.

Another diversion of that day was the "goose pulling®™ at the
Bull's Head neer the viaduet on St.Stephens Road, chiefly on the Fourth

of July. This sport consisted or'éﬁiﬁzﬁii'a live goose, head downward,
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over the road. Mounted men would gallop their horses under the goose
and attempt to reach up and pull its head off,

There were also candy pullings, play parties and dances, with old
time fiddlers providing the music. There was very little disorder or

-

drinking however. Mrs. Adams sald Christmas was celebrated by partaking

1

of egg-nog. Very little money was spent for gifts. If we had a package

of firecrackers, we thought Santa Claus was especlally good to us.

New Years was welcomed with watch parties and attendance at the "stunts"”
of the Cowbellions, Moblile's first New Year organization of merry-
mekers. We also went from house to house calling on our friends who
usually treated us to ceke, frults, nuts and pastries. Good Friday

was observed with prayer and fastlng. Some people ate nothing on that
day. Easter was a day for church attendance. Everybody colored easter

egzs, but not with commercial d¥es. Mrs. Adems said her mother was qulte

a botanist and she would gether roots, weeds, to meke coloring for

thel r eggs. Some people would use calico to dye the eggs, as well as
boil them in black coffee to color them brown.
There were no expensive Easter hats or dresses. If we had & nice

calico dress a hat mede of straw ground arognd here, trimmed with

Lz

spring flowers, we thought we were dressed up. Thanksgiving was
big hollday. Every ome had turkey. The turkeys were not shipped 1in
however, They were driven to Moblle in large flocks several days before

|
Thanksgiving. Sunday was observed with great strictness. Few women did |

any housework or cookins on Sundays. The cooking was done on Friday or

Saturday and the food was eaten cold or warmed up on Sundaye.
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Bayou la Batré,situatcd at the extreme end of Mobilile County om Mise
sissippi Sound,is ome of the most picturesque fishimg villages alongz the

Gulf Coast. Rich in legends and folklore conmected with early pirates and

fisherfolk,the visitor will fiad his stay a pleasure, The Bapou with 1its

its storm-tossed trees amd beautiful and plcturesque surroundings,the soft

breeze blowing im from off the Gulf of Mexico,give it the ailr amd appearance
of a fishing town om the west coast of Framce, It is known as "Fisherman's

Paradise." No where alomg the Gulf Coast does the sun-set look more beautif

ful,and ome can etand in this ancient fishing village on a late afternoon
of 2 summer day and look down the windimg Bayou,his imaginatior will carry
kim back to earlier times before the white mam came ,when the Indians ir

3

their camoes rowed down the Bayou or fished along 1ts banks.

In the history of Mobile County amd the Gulf Coast,Bayou la Batrd

is riech. 1t first received the mame of D'Erbane from Iberville, This name

[

was given to the spot im homor of a Freamchman,who was lost at the mouth of

the BaVOu,aHd upoa whose bank Bavou la Batréd is situated. The present mame

of the village i1s derived from a Choctaw word "boh" for creek. The Fremch

wishing té make the mamp more euphonious gave it "Bavou." A French batter?'{

OB the west bamk,which protected the river during Fremeh colonmial rule,very
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likely suggested to the imhabitants a mame for their mew settlement ,Bapuou
la Batré,ot Fort on the Bayou. Johm Ladnier,who died withim memory of the

present 1ahabitants,used to noint out to J.J.Delchamps the site where he
had seem a coloniasl battery,and by the Tait place is still a moumd,which 1
may be a part of a fortificationm.

The first grantee of lamd at Bayou la Batrd was Joseph Baussauge(the

mame is variously spelled)im 1786. Claiming he needed a home to comceal his

misery and the poverty of his famlly from the world,he petitiomed the Spam-
1sh govermor of the Province of Louisiana,Stephen Miro,for a tract of 1amd[

on the west banks of the river inm 1786. The petition was granted the follow-
{ng month and Baussage ard his family,a sickly wife and seven children, took

. |

possessiorm of the property and made improvements. Other settls¥rs of French

stoek ,who wanted country lamds near the water im order to raise stock,coram
and tobasecco,and to fish,followed Baussage's example as the settlement be-
gun to flourish., The petition and grant im this first case,while fairly 1l-

lustrating the procedure as to lands,cettainly ranks among the curiosities

of official correspondence,

Following the settling of Bayou la Batrd,élike all fishing villages

and towms,the first imhabitants became associated with legends and folklore’

and superstitiong Them came the periodical wisits of Jeam Lafitte and his
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pirates seeking haunts for their rich booty and yellow gold,which added to

the already prevalent legends and folklore,until,as each generation succeed-
sd the other, the nlace became famous. Rven to this day it is mot 2 COMMOA
occurrence to see an old fisherman,who had sniled the Gulf waters to every

corner,:itting by the bank of the Bavou,relating %o the vounmger generation
the stories and legends that had come down from the early settlers,

One of these legends tellsuus that Jean Lafitte,landing on his

veasel at Bayou 1a Batré on a stormy night ,walked through the terrific [

wind im search of a hiding place for his treasure. He found 2 small bayou

alomg the beach of Mississippi Soumd. There he bullt e small battery and
named the place Bayou la Batré ,meaning "Batréd om the Bayou.' The legend

further states that Jean Lafitte made himself invisible whenever he thought

any one was watching him. Tt is also said that the emtire village R

would close theilr doors whemever his ships were seen to land at the mouth

of the Bayou,end the more religious would «orinkle their houses with holy

water to keep him out. Tm earlier times the children even believed he

would reach out of the water and pull into the Bayou if they stayed out ’

after dark. They also believed the moanming of the surf was his voice,as

thev pictured him a giant inm size.

Another legemd is marrated about a certain Tante 0'Doon,who resid-
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ed somewhere south of Bavou la Batré, This old woman,who,the legend says,

resembled ome of the witches im Shakespeare's Macbeth,live(as aged people
did them)a solitary life,with omnly ome nmegro servant, This servant,her ma-
licious purpose umkmown,delighted im frighteming the poor old woman,seeming
ly tb cause her death. Tante 0'Doon(translated Aunt of Doon),whose husband

was a Scotchman and captain of a flleet of Bayou la Batréd fishimg schoomer:

kept
often related that the eggs om her cup-board in a seaweed basket would /

dance. She even declared ghosts could be seen at midmight floating im the

air,and when one followed them suddenly they would take the form of post

O f course,these acts were comrmitted by this megro servant,who,no doubt,
had 2 ramcorous feeling agaiast the poor creature. This old woman,it is

told by older matives,died utterly dimented.
Devil's Bend,where the old Colonial Oak mow stamds at Bayou la

B&tré,recaivcd its mame from a legend told by the Choctaw Indians, Every

time the wind would blow furiously around this watery bend, the devil was

supposedly riding the wind, The Imdians declared that if one would wateh c:

carefully at night,a headless man could be seen walking to amd fro. {
There is also a legend of two young fishermen of Bayou la Batré.

It seems that they ventured out for a fishimg trip one September night,mot

knowing there was a hurricane somewhere om the Gulf of Mexico. They were
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gone ,the legend says,that night and the wnaxt dav before they ram imto the
storm. One of the brothers was a pretty wieked sort of fellow with low prim- |
ciples,cursed,and was not God-fearing,while the younger brother was very

religious and prayed morn,moon,and night to his femily's patron saint, Mary,

Oour Lady Star of the Sea ,and dally iavoked the Virgin Mary to keep safe his

brother,who was also always reckless while out on the Gulf. AT every heavv{,

gust of the wimd,the younger brother would make the Sigm of the Cross,

Now at home im Bayou la Batrd lived their aged mother amd father,

who was an old fisherman RnOW retired,and another brother,who was the younges
gery religions; and totally blind. At every heavy gust of wind against the

bouse the blimd brother wemt to the winmdow and looked out as though he

could see,and the old folks watched his every move ,for very oftem he would

tell them through matural tatuition almost the exact hour a storm out of

the Gulf would break,

The hurricame out onm the Gulf raged to such = piteh,the two brothe
omn their fishiag smack thought every minute would be their last and their*,
boat dashed to pieces, However,the younger of the two brothers busied him-

self praving out loud and repeatedly making the Sign of the Cross,until The
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older brother cursed him until he cried,but kept on praving and asking Our

Ladvy Star of the Sea To come to their aid amd for them both mot to De drowned, |

as they had the old folks and the blimd brother at home to be cared for. '
|

As the voumger brother continued to pray,2 white albatross with wings of everyi

color of the ralmbow 1it on the bow of the fishing smack. Then of a sudden

the albatross turmed to a flickering star,the wind ceased To blow, the waves

i
|
became calm 1ike glass,and the two brothers sooa had safely reached the ghorﬂ/;

of Bayou la Batré.

While the storm was raging om the Gulf,a strange heprening took place

home while the blind brother and the old folks were praving for their loved onl

omes and their safe returm. Of & sudden as if prompted by Providemce,the blind

brother arose from his pravimg and went to the window,which he opemed,and
looked out. Them he raised his hands to God,and eried out: "I see a white

albatross with rainbow wings! I see 2 burning star! It is a message from God.

I can see the Gulf,it is calm as a sheet of glass! My brothers will be coming

safely home soon, Thank Gnd:"
At break of the mext day the two fisher brothers,after entering the

safe havem of the river at Bayou la Batréd were astounded to find their woungi

est brother st the landimg to greet them, The oldestand wicked brother knelt

down on the shore,made the Sign of the Cross,and thanked God for their safe
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retura,then he kissed the voungest brother on the forehead ,discovering that

his sight had been restored,.

A certaia Mrs, Green told = storv to the children of Bayou la BﬂtréE

concerning pirate treasure being buried nmear Devil's Bend, This was many,many

years ago. Manmy people,she said, had tried to dig up this hidden treasure,but

1

always fled in terror. The reason for this retreat is umknown. Some say that

a certain Captain Joseph Green(mo relative however,to the lMrs, Green of this
legend)recently acouired vast wealth by excavating the lost breasure,

An o0ld colomial home enlled Tait's place(also spelled in the rec--
ords Tate),after having been home-steaded ,was declared hauvmted., The reason l
for this declaration was affirmed by families who o -vowed that an old settler
hed died and left a family there to starve to death. Every resident of the |

1]
the

house after that incident told frightful stories of how one could hear
old settler" dragging cowhides through the hall, In the yard to the rear of
the house was 8 cemetery with marble tombstones. To hold up the building
these tombstones were taken from the graves and placed under the house, oSmall
white dogs,the residents stated ,could be seen running around these tombstones,

and when one would kick at tThese small animals they would suddenly disappear.

m . - . 1 .
'he Indisns of the Bayou la Batre vielnity were as superstitious ;s/

the white settlers. Tomego,a Choctaw Iindian,who resided near this old hauntead

Tait place,affirmed that"when vou hear nolse go tock-tock-tock- in big !
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on the back

attached to sharks and sometimes to porpoise.

The fish with the sucker on 1ts head 1s the "remora,"and never goes

but adheres to him,while the pilot fish,which is more

just in front of the shark and whether the shark fol-

lows the pilot fish or the pilot fish enticipates the movements of the shark
horse®

as the catchdog of by-gonaﬁays anticipated the movements of thﬁﬂpﬁ.ﬁk,is a

;uestion,
It is doubtful if the remora has ever been seen in such schools a-
long the Mississippi Sound as were noted by Mr. Hodgson in Gautemala,or in

suchh numbers as to sccount for the m

D

rstery music of Portersville Bay and

Pascagoula,so it 1s altogether likely that some other fish megkes the music
and 1t 1s most probebly the drum Willism Baxten heard and located the mys=-
tery music at both Portersville Bay and at Pascagoula in 1848. 014 ship cap-

tains ere reported to have heard similar sounds in the waters of both India

ey

ava. Another Gulf Coast note,which comes from old fishermmen as an au-
thority,and men who have penetrated every lagoon,bayou and bay along the

Misslssippl Sound,says,that the common sheepsheads also congregate at cer-

-

tain seasons in the Gulf bayou waters around old pilings and rock piles in

the undercurrents of the Gulf waters and actually make mournful sounds re-

sembling music, Darwin,the great scientist,says that different fish are cep-
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LEGENDS OF THE MOURNFUL SOUNDS OF
POR" SVILLE BAY.

gtory by Frangois Iudgére Dlard.
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able of meking sounds like music,and he described how the sounds are produc-
ed. 01d fishermen of the lower shores of Mobile Bay also report they have a8

heard the same mysterious music at both Fish River and Bon Secour Bay.

Ribpliogrephy: Conversations with the late Doctor Goumond, life~

long resident of the Portersville Bay vicinity;also with old Mobile fisher-
:.1&1:- L]

of both Mobile and Coden,Ala.

Conversations with the late Mrs. Sarash DeBols,the
Mobile centenarisn.

The Mobile Register,Sunday,April 11, % 1929,
Hamilton's Colonial Mobile.

Judge Chidsey's article on the mysterlious music of

~ - — - 1 w4 * S aha y ;- - r -
pesk of the Pascagoulas River,published in the Popular Sclence Monthly,New
Yor n i 1890 In his article J c Ct sav asls a D 'l . h
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A TRUE STORY OF OLD SACRED HARP SINGING
IN MOBILE COUNTY.
(Compiled by Ila. B.Prine.)

After the close of the Civil Wear, in the northwest part of
Mobile County, there is a little country settlement known as Georgetown.
This settlement was very scattered and there was a little one room log
house that was used Jointly as the school and church. The preacher
usually had a number of other churches on his circuit snd would only
preach one sunday a month at this perticular 1little log house church.
Rev. A.J.Lamar was one of the first preachers at this church as well
as Rev. John Frazer, both mn who were prominent leaders in the
Methodist Episcopsl Church Soutih in their later life. Both of these men v
have passed on a number of years ago. The social life consisted chiefly. .
of church gatherings; but when a man by the name of Moody from
Mississippi came through this neighborhood, teaching singing, it was
a big event. e used the old "Sacred Harp"™ books which had the shaped
notes, which consisted of only four notes, - Sol, la, fa, mi. He
taught only by these notes, and had all the singing in three parts,
the bass, trable, and alto.

This man gave a session im singing which consisted of twenty days,
using tenm weeks to make the'session. Usuelly he came to this settlement
and tasught on Saturdeys and Sundays. On each Sunday the entire populace Vv
of this settlement would turn cut and bring basket dinners and spend the

day Sing ing .

There ere at the present time very few of these books in this section,

if eny. The writer has been trying to locate a copy, as the old lady

that gave her this story sald she could sing these 0ld Sacred LHarp songs

if she had one of these 0ld books.
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A TRUE STORY OF OLD SACRED HARP SINGING
IN MOBILE COUNTY.
( Compiled by Ila B. Prine.)

The Seered Harp singing in the rurel sectlon of lMobile County,

1ike the backwoods folklore songs, have become a part of tradition

of the interior of the county.

BIBLIOGRAPHY ¢ Mrs. Mary E. Sims, Age T4. Corner Usage and Wilson

Ave., Toulminville, Alabama.




Mabel Ford-Leake
No. of words 380

TEMPERMENTAL BERNHARDT IN A ROYAL TANTRUM IN MOBILE .. ..

Madame Sarah Bernhardt wns coming t0 Mobile. The leading playhouse of the
¢ity w s dark for the week. ‘bbey tried to get it for Bernmhards, but a con-
treet wos a contract, =nd Deleon could not or would not disregard 1%,
Consequently Madame Bernhardt , the uorlld'n most fm ous actress, had %o
aprear in old Temperane Hall, Imagine the situation,' Temperance Hall
Partitioned off for about 20 feet for a stage, the partition made of do-
mestic , stretched on studding uprights ond covered with hideous wall-
papey/ of domino pattern in glaring colors; the stage , about 20 feet
wide, 12 feet in clear-=adiiss- and di_.ngraud by the worst painted lot of
scenery the eye ever gazed upon. No dressing room for Sarah. Nothing but
a gorneer off the stage, with a sheet hung up., Dirt and dust everywhere;
and dilapideation emphasized,

Mademe Bermhard went %0 the hall early to make up~ s for the pere

formance of " Cemille”, and she had about an hour to explore the stage and

environments, She commented op the wvelvet ¢arpets, damask draperies and
AmrI.

array of fine furniture, the elegant had prepared for his exquisite
Marguerite., Her ansociates knew Bernhardt's meodpsFéesidsd mood portended
an explosion,

Curtain up. Medeme Bernhard$ went on without acknowledging the cordial
reception extended her, and bdegan from the start to burlesque the perform-
ange. Her greatest trick wans %0 speak her lines as rapidly as possible, %o
mmke hor words unintelligible to the audience, this threw all the actors off

in their responses,




Bernhard ¢t e 2 -

Soon the audience realized, that there wes a big joke being played upon them,
but most of those present being unfamiliar with!” Fremch did not compre-
hend just how far she was going. Bernhard appaafad to be getting some con=-
trol over herself , =s the play advanced, but when she saw the banquet pre-
pared in her honor in the duke's palace she broke and let go completely.
That Papiere-mache roast fowl was too much, G5he grasped it by the leg
and beat it upon the table, giggling and laughing; and then rushed off
the stage with & hysterical shriek, leaving her guests sezated at the table,
and motioning the prompter to ring down the curtain .

The curtain down made no change, howasver, for there nothing but a
thin domestic sheet, covered with wall p:=per between her and the audience.
Professor Schlesinger did his best to drown the noise with the music of
his orchestra, and at last Dr, Heustis with Mr, Sloan came to the front of
the stage and announced 'Medame Bernhardt was too ill to continue'. Screaming
hysterically she was carried to her carriage. Afterward Erwin Craighead said
to those who had a grievance in the matter " That to see Madame Bernhardt in

a first class tantrum has not been given to many; =nd Mobile had it with all

its trimmings”,
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HOODOO MURDER

The Negro youth was almest breatfyless as he ran,
wild eyed, inte the guarihousa at Mobile, Stumbling te the desk
of Detective lreasiitham he tried to speak, but hies volee Iaileli::
i, Me was helped te a chair and a guard brought him a glass of
water,
"Why are you trembling so, boy?," Bressingham asked.
The youth slumped exhausted in the chair, and the
detective saw that he was badly frightened.
"Murder})," he gasped. "@rave on Clalborne SNENEX
Street, close ter Lipscomb. Bess man, dey's a hoodeo eross mark
en de gravel"
Hurrying to the designated spot, Bressingham and

Sosiiol
his felleow officers discovered a freshlyﬁb:;p-i mound of earth.

- '-_.—.-—-l Sl

'.II:--I-'-'--I""«I ...... i '..-'-'1- ‘...-‘..'I‘l ‘-i" ‘l..‘-‘{-i'{i

W“ Near the mound was a tin

can filled with blocd. A short distance from the ean was a sack,

saturated with blood.,

Ordering picks and shovels, the offieers dug
frantieally. They unceovered a hole several feet deep, but nething
was found., lresa%gjham was frankly puzzled,

He began asking questiens, and soon dlscovered
things that interested him, Me found that about a year previously,
an aged woman had lived in the shaek near which the grave was
located, and that ghe had died suddenly from a heart attack. But




the most interesting thing that the officer discovered was thls:

The woman was reputed to be rich, and Negroes of the vielnity
bPelieved that she had burled her gold somewhere on the premlses.

In the Alabama of that day--1883--hoodeolem was at 1ts
height, and conjures were being worked constantly by the Negroes.
After studying the loeation of the bPlood-filled ean and the
goaked sack, Bressingham asked one of the W older Negroes,
"Isn't 1t true that blood and tin and eleth are used te work a
eonjJure?" The NegBo neodded his head hesitantly.

The deteetive then asked another question, "Whe has
been talking about this old woman's riehes a great deal?"

After a moment of study, the aged darky replied, 'I‘
believes dat Tom Taylor has been doin' some loud taﬁk about duaplh
1t, He allus inthrested in makin' easy money."

Bressingham nedded grimly, and searched the faces about
the grave. Me found Tayler ameng the vigllant watchers.

"You might as well eonfess, Tom," he said. "What's back
of all thie.*

The accuséd Negro at first denied that he had taken any
part in the grave digging, bPut finally admitted reluctanily that
he had thought a great deal about the money buriled en the place,
and that he declded he should have all of it for himself.

"But what's the idea of the grave and blood?," he was

asked,

"Well, sir," came the reply, "I dug de grave an' put de

bPloed debte to secare away de wifehes what guard de ol' lady's




gold, I was comin' back tonight an' hunt fer it."
But the offileers were not gatlisfied. They had examined
—————

the wimmic can carefully, and had determined that it eentained
human blood. They accused, "But you've murdered somebody. You
had to. The loss of this muech blood would be fatal."

The Negro hung his head.

"Boss mens," he sald slowly, "I guess I oughtn't a
done 1t, but I'll tell you 'bout dat blood., You see, I wus
skeered to use my own blood, 80 I Jest kilt me some chickens
an' used dat. An' de chickens wuz my very own.,"

The detectives realized that he had committed no erime,

g0 they released him with a warning that further hoodoolism would

not be tolerated, Then they went back to the guardhouse and had

a good laugh,

Bibliography: Conversation with present Police Officer Bressingham,
a relative of the detective who investigated the

case,
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LEGEND OF THE OLD THROPHIIUES L. TOUILNIN HOME.

{ Compiled by Ila B. Prine.)

Many yeers ago before the war between the States, omn

aristocrat of Xentucky moved to Alabams. lils father weas an Englishman

who came to America in 1791, becsuse of his expressions on political

questions. e settled in ¥entueky in 1792 and later becmme President

of Transylvanis University in Lexington, He afterwvards was clected

Secretary of State and served four yearse.

He also reed law and complled & code of laws of the State of
Eentucky. In 1804 he was sppointed Judge of that part of the Mississippi

territory, lying on the Tombighee; and he first held court in vakefield.

He held the Judgeship until 1817 and in 1819 he was 2 mesuber of

the Stete Convention which framed the Comstitution representing

Baldwin County, Alabams, in which his residence then =tood. He then
complled the first dlgest of the laws of Alabama, published in 1823.

ils homs was a rendezvous for prominent people of that day.

Many enjoyed his hospitality, among ;hu were such men as Jackson,
Claiborne, Benton and Caines.

Theophilus L. Toulmin wes borm im Kentucky im 1798, and
moved to Alsdbame in 1804 with his parents, who as we have already
stated were true aristocrats. e had a heritage of knowledge in
political matters as well as cultural He represented Mobile County
in leglslature in 1831 =nd e yeer or two leter he was elected Sheriff
of N¥oblile County. Following this he was a memder of the State Senate
for 14 yeers, closing his services with the overtirow of the
Confederacy. The beautiful old semi-crecle, Colonicl home of

Theophilus was surrounded by a large acresge. There were many slaves

who worked around this howme and cared for the plants snd shrubs snd
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LEGEND OF THE O1D THECPHILDS L. TOUIMIN HONE,
Conte. {Compiled by Ila B, Prine,)

trees as well as the live stoek, But among the slaves none were

more falthful than those who had the immediste care of the home add
the family., Before the war between the States many happy hours -
were spent in this 0ld home, as the slaves were well fed and cared for
in thelir guarters, and the femily was content in thelr home 1ife.

Meny guests dined in this home as the hospitality of thls mam was
known far and wide. The large famm that surrounded the home was rich
in its yield of vegetables snd fruit; but the outstanding feature

was a besutiful drive thnt led from St.S5tephens Road to the front of
this home with its 82 foot long verandah. On this verandah on sach
side of the mein entrance were two large oypress rocking chairs in
which the genersl sat many hours enjoying the scenery snd listening teo -
the birds #ine in the treez that dordered this drive,

put in 1860 the war clouds arose and there was much unhappiness
especially since war was declared and the Federal Troops begun thelr
overtirow of the Confederacy.

In this o0ld Southern home there were beautiful fumishings of
gilver and antiques., %hen the PFederal troops entered Yoblle snd the
batteries and redens were thrown up from Negazine Point to Dog River,
the people of the South hid or duried thelr treasures and the
legend says thet many years ater, the family would awaken some
mornings snd find holes in the ground large snough to bury a cow,
where veople had bheen searching for the dburied treasures. A negro -
would never be found om the premises for they delieved the old
General came esch night looking for his burled treasures.

To this day the present cwner has 4irfigulty in keeping servants
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LEGEND UF THE OLD THEOPHICUS L. TOULMIN SONE.
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because 50 meny times the negroes belleved they had seen the General
walking with his body-guard who was a fat old negro mammy following
at his heels. Bach night at 12 ¢'clock he is supposed o some and
sit on the poreh and rook, and in scme mysterious way the nmassive
mahogany doors swing open with a soft, sighing sound, Une meld who
worked for the present owner told her mistress that she often saw the -
old General going down the back steps with this old mummy following
after him, This majestic old home still stands 1an Toulminville, omne
of the beasutiful suburbs of Hoblle.

BIBLIOGHAPHY; Brewer's History of Alsbamia, Fublishers, Barrett &
Brown, Fublished in 1072, Montgomery, Alae

Personsl interview with Miss C.ReBuck, 16 Wilson Avenue,

Toulminville, Ala,, =nd
Mrs. Bingham Gook, Stone street, Toulminville, Als.
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the funeral of friend, sit-
r -
fes 'um, 1
sho d sase h! \ long AS cofTin 4 16 B speeret,

Rit wuz unner 1 m* h uk 8 lak e 1t when de uk Jdat colifin outen

de room e specbet

ella had been living her Aunt Mary, Aunt MNary dled and Vella saw
her buried, bu he tells this story 'One evenin' when I went home I seen
lunt Mary a coml outen de house, she stopt sn' lucked at me, an' I Iuncked

o

nothin',a il dién't say nothin' , we jJjes lucked

leclares both of these stories to be true. She was
111, Ala., but has !ived 'n ¥Nobile the greater part
can neither read or write. he has beon a cook in

r

friend of mine for twenty-two yoars.)
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THE BRAVERY OF A MOBILE LADY,
(Compiled by Frengois Ludgére Diard.)
lirs. Isadore llddleton, e very beautiful lady of lobille,
and one of the acknowledzed leaders of fashion in )obile in the 1870's
could certainly boast of the possession of as much nerve and true morsal
courege as are often vouchsafed to any of her sex.

The story related here happened on the evening of September 19,
1879. lrs. Middleton was in her boudoir putting away some article of
jewelry, 4{1311 she noticed that the peculliar position of a library
lemp, that wes burning upon & cheir in the back part of the room, had
throwvn upon the floor, almost directly at her feet, the shadow of a
nan who was crouchins under a broad-topped ornamental table in the
center of the room. She also remarked that the open hsnd of the

shadow had but two fingers, and remembered that several desperate

burglaries had recently been committed in the neighborhood, suppositiously

by & ne ro desperado who was notorious as havin:s lost two fingers of his
rizsht hand.

1T, l'iddleton was ebsent from :locbile at the time, and, besides,
l'rs. lliddleton herself in the house, there was but & single meid servant
in the house. instead of becoming alarmed or Shriecking for help the
brave lady seated herself gt the very table underneath which the mis-

creant was concealing himself, and coolly rang for the servant.

"dend me some writing material, Bridget", said lirs. liiddleton,

with perfect calmness, "I want you to take a note this instant to
1Ir. Forfer, the jeweller, and have him send you back with my dlamond
necklace and ear drops which I left at his shop for repeirs severel
deys ago. Bring them with you, no matter if fully repaired or not.

They ere but twenty-fold the most valuable articles of jewelry that




- -

seekending Cet.3C, 193%6. Frangois Ludgére Diard,
S=-240-0taer Folklore. ¢ ldentificetion No.01l49-5252
ha! rederal sriters' Projeet,bist.b6.

WPA Projeect 35014, Moblile, Ala.
THE BRAVERY OF . MOSBILE LADY.
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I possess, and I do not wish to pass snother night without having

them in my dureau drawer.”
The note was at once written and despatched, but instead of belng

in the tenor that Mrs. Middleton had signified to her servant ( om
purpose for the comncealed robber to overhear, for she had no Jewelry
under repelr, and even the Mr. Forfar she referred to as the Jjewsller

was Flctitious), it was a hasty note W a Jjeweler of loblle, who was an

intimste friend of her family, urging him to hasten her relief, with the
requisite police asaistance, immediately on receipt of the written

message.
The agonies which Mrs. Middleton underwent when left alome in
her home, withi the consciousness of the presence of that desperate
robber, perhaps assassin as well, crouched under the very table upon
which she leaned, and perhaps touched by her very skirts, can only be
left to the resder's imagination; dbut Mrs, Middleton's iron nerve sustalined
her through the ordeal.
¥rs. ¥lddleton yawned, hummed en operatiec air, turned over the
leaves of a novel, and in other ways lulled the lurker intc a sense
of perfect security and expectaney. Hhe walited- walited with a wildly
beating heart, and her eyes constantly restened upon the hands of
her little ornolu clock with a greedy, feverish gaze.
At last, however, arrived the longed anmd prayed for relief., The
front door bell remg, and Mrs. Middleton carelessly strolled into the hall,

and then downstalrs to open the door. The ruse had dbeen & success. Nrs.

¥iddleton mot only aduitted the servent Bridget, but aiso the Jeweler
friend whom she hed called "Mr, Forfar®”, and three stalwart policemen,




Dr, W11liam Pape (born 1850) hed a significant career.

The undortunate eircumstance of having been a musiecal prodigy
(1t seems he was acclaimed throughout Europe, whose musie
tradition was imposed upon him) he quite naturally became con-
fused between that awesome tradition and his own budding native
jdiom and deserted music. His own native outburst (Massa's

in de Cold Cold Ground), for which he was half apologetie,

indicates what a genuine native lyricism he had, and what it

might have resulted in had it been allowed to develop,
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Literal M™anslation from the Freamnch bv

Fﬁ&n;uls Ludgdre Diard,)

NOTY==No d2ate or month is given ‘a this r»=acord i the Cathollic
Chiurch Baptis~al Racords cortaimed im the Cathedral Rectory.)
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_.1'21['_‘."- R | tl:-'u...l..._..xl LIA1S mO'ALARE jlth the ceremoales and ."..:"*..-.-1 l:}f. LNe

shurch 2 megrilloa(little Negro)of the age of two,and a megrillomme(lit-

tle Negress)of the age of two,which was hastowad uvon her(them)within

the house because of the danger of death and iIn compliamce with tlhe law

-—

belonging to(or owaned by)M, R, Babilamt. The little megro(boy)was siven

3 & i ™ é- m L J L
the first pame FTtieagne of the godfather ,Stiemme Tessier sergeant in the

) .

compeny of M, Pelalous,ard for the gcdrother Bariamume Rouvislle Colonm,
f» of M. Rochom,tl:» little megress(nepgrillornre)was mamed Catherime for

the godmother(yarain)Catherine Christophe amd the megrillon(little Nepgro

boy)for the godfather,fNoel Comaund. The last(or their last mame)was yathe
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(Nol*-<-The godpar=aats do mot siraialsc 1t appears their weras two
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male spopsors,as the sarly Fraach coloaial custom oftesm required,and
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jery oftem the chlld was gilven the maw~e 0of a2ll its sporsors. The littls
,
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aegroes in this record were twins,)--- Bibliographv: Fro- the Mobile
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STAVF BAPTISw IN FRENCH COLONIAL TIN®S IN MOBIL®,
(Literal Tranalation frow the Fremch by

Framncols Ludgére Dizrd.)
L ]

(NOTP==No date or month is givem im this record in the Catholie

Church Baptiswal Records contained iam the Ca thedral Rectorvy.)

1726 .-~ I baptized this worniag with the ceremonies and laws of the

Church a megrillom(1ittle Negro)of the age of two,snd a megrillomme(lit-

tle Negress)of the age of two,which was heastowad unon her(them)within
the houss because of the da.ger of death z2nd in coMpliance with the law

belonging to(or owned Hv)E, R, Babilamt. The little wegro(boy)was given

the Pipst pase Ttienme of the godfather Ttismme Tessier sergeant in the
company of M., Pelalous,and for the zodmother Hariaams i“ouvielles Colom,
wife of M. Rochom,the little megress(megrillomne)was mawed Catheriae for

the godMother(arainlCatherine Christophe apd the megrillom(little Yegro

bov)for tha godfather,Noel Comaud. The last(or their last mame)was Wath-

{as givem by the godfather Ftiesmne Tessier and by yariasme FRouvielle

Colom,and for which I have sigmed this woraisg.
L Fl" s N "HI™U e

(Note--The godparents do =ot sigmialso 1t appears thair wers two

-

=ale spowmsors.,as the sarly Freach coloanial custom often required.awnd

very often thes child was given the mawe of 21l 1ts svonsora. The littls

regroes iz this record were twins,)--« Bibliographv: Pro- the Mabile

Catholie Church Records,
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MRTNCH CNALONIAL TINTS IN poBILY,

(Literal Translatio=m frouw the Frexnch by

Frangols Ludgere Diard.)

The year 1738, the month of Septewber,+ Capuchia priest in charge,

apostoligue Curd of Moblle,aduinistered tha cearewony of baptism upon one (o

a)negress, slave of the godwmother,whose name is Rochom. The godfather was

pierre Pavre and the godmother lMarie Joseph Rochom,who have sigeed for her,

and who was given the mnamne of Jeanme, I have signed =v mame.
" - [ 1
ARUAND ,Capuchin Gure,

ﬁ- 'I- Ra‘aﬂﬁi-

(NOTE=e-The above docuwent shows the ROCHONS ,af'ter BIVEVILLE his
brother CﬂﬁTfﬁUGH*,nni their kina-en the LANGIOIS family,were a~ong the [irst

1=

slave owmers of Hoblle,~=-F,L,U,}

Bibliography: sobile Catholie Chwrch Kecords,
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Week ending Dec. 4, 1056

A PREMONITIOR

Pfmily Ates, an old negress, who was living at Grand Bay, Wobile County,
Ala., about forty-five years ago, one day sald to the lady for whom she
worked:~ "¥is Fo't what duz yer hyar frwn‘ Miss Dora §"

¥rs. Fort replied,"The; &are all well, I had a letter from Lora yes-
terday”". (Miss Dorsa was her daughter, who was married snd was living in a
nearby town.)

"Exily snewered, "No Mis Fo't deoy haint, kase I dun see dey haint,
sumpens wrong at Miss Dora's.”

"What do you mean Emily ¥ If Dora or the Dabdy were sick , some one
would let me now, replied Yrs. Fort.

fut Fmily kept insisting that something was wrong, rasé cyarnt
he'p feelin' dpy i1s." Several times that day she asked !re. rort the same
question and would not be satisfied with the answer, she was so coniident
that something was wrong.

The next day passed, and on the second day Fmily went sgain to work
for ¥rs.fort. When she went into the house the first thing she sald to Nrs.
Fort was - "Has yer hyerd frum Miss Dora 1"

"Yes I heard from Dora this morning”, answered Nrs. Fort. "In hep
letter she sald the baby had fallen out of the second story window onte the
orick pavement below, but that he was not seriously hurt, and Emily, it hape
pened Just about the time thal you first s&fid to me that something was wrong
at ¥iss Dera's , when you were here day before yesterday."

mowed hit, I nowed sumpen was wrong, kase 1 dun see dey wus,
I sho 1is glad nit haint no wus,” "mily repnlied.

- . - - S . .

Fmily Ates had worked for the Fort family for many years and was
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Identification No. 0I49-5073

devoted to them. When she knew Niss Dora was coming home on & visit,

she would meet the tralin, and plek Miss Dora up and alwest hug the breath
out of her. Miss Dora was nearly six feet tall and very thin,and Emily was
seweral inches shorter and welghed about two hundred pounds. Anyone wno

vho saw that embrace,would not forget 1t.

Exily had been a slave, she wore a head handkerchiefl, and nearly

" . % L Y
always went barefooted, she was heard to say on several occasions - Yer

eyarnt mak' nuthin' but a nigger oudb'r me nohow.” This was usually when

her sister would try snd get her to "drees uwp"” snd wear a_hat, as she did.

L

I IBLIOCGRAPHY

ersonel knowledge - Having kmown all of the characters in the story, when

as & child, I was living at Grand Bay, “la.




THE OAK TREE LECEND
A hagh rattle snake in the act of striking an Indlan warrior in

the temple 1s carved deep in the trunk of a massive cak tree at Oak

Hill, Alabama, Around that figure has grown up one of the intriguing

tales of Alabama Indlan folk-=lore.

In the Oak Hill dietrict, in the days before the white man, re-
gsided an Indian tribes Although once powerful, the ravages of war and
digsease had reduced them to puny strength with a ¢hieftaln who had
outlived hies usefulness.

The chief had no sinewy son to assume his leadership, his only
g¢hild being a daunghter,-slim and beautiful,

The tribesmen declided they would choose one of thelir number to
take the place of the aging chief and to lead them in battle against
the foes who were encroaching on thelir hunting groundss The chosen
leader was to have the hand of the chiefs daughter in marrliage.

But Oneonta, for that was her name, had pledgmed her heart before
her subjects could pledge her hand, and even while the tribe wap age
senbled to select their leacder snd her future husaband, she left %o
seek the trysting place benesath a hugh oak tree where she wae wont to
meet her lovers

He, however, had preceded nar, and weary from the chase had laild
down to sleep., While sleeping a hugh rattle snake had found and struck.

Oneonta came beneath the tree only to find her laver dead.

She threw herself on hils prostrate body. The arcused sneke struck
again,

And 1t waz beneath the osk that the new chlef found them, locked in
& last embrace, and 1t was there that the tribesmen buried them and

carved their story on the oak.
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A PREMONITION

—

smily Ates, an old negress, who was living at Grand Bay, Moblle County,

Ala., about forty-five vears ago, OnNe day sald to the lady for whom she
worked:- "His Fo't wimit dus yer hyar frum Miss Dora
rs. Fort repllied, They &re all well, I had a letter from Dora yos=

terday . (Miss Dora was her daughter, who was mrried snd was living in a
nearby town.)

Exily enswered, "No Wis Fo't dey paint, kase I dun see dey halnt,
sumpens wrong &t Miss Dora's.”

"what do you mean Emily 1f Dora or the baby were sick , some One

n

would let me now, replied Vrs. Fort.

ut Emily kept insisting that someth' ng was wWrong, "fasé I cyarmb
he'p feelin' dyy 1s." Several times that day she asked !'re. Fort the same
guestion and would not be satisfled with the answer, she was so confident
that something wWas WINONE .

The next day passed, and on the second day Emily went again to work
ror Yrs.ort. When she went into the house the first thing she sald to lNre.
Port was - "Has yer hyerd frum Niss Lora g

"ves I heard from Dora this morning , #nswered ¥rs. Fort. "In her
letter she sald the baby had fallen out of the second story window onto the
hbeick pavement below, but that he was not seriously hurt, and Emily, it hap=-
pened just about the time That you rivat sfd to me that something was Wrong
at ¥iss Dora's , when you were here day before yesterday.'

"T mowed hit, I kmowed sumpen WAS WroOnRg, kase I dun see dey Wus,
I sho is glad hit haint no wue,” Emily replied.

Emily Ates had worked for the Fort famlly for many yeoars and was
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devoted to them. When she knew Niss Dora wvas coming home on a visit,
she would meet the train, and pick Hiss Dora up and alrmost Lug the breath
out of her. Miss Dora was nearly six feet tall and very thin,and Emily was
sexeral inches shorter and weighed about two hundred pounds. Anyone who
wvho saw that embrace,would not forget 1t.

Erily had been a slave, she wore a head handkerchiefi, and nearly
always went barefooted, she was heard to say on several occasions -"Yer

cyarnt mak' nuthin' but a nigger oud'r me nohow." This was usually when

her sister would try snd get her to "dress up"” and wear a hat, as she did.

SIBLIOGRAPHY

Personal knowledge -~ Having known all of the characters in the story, when

as a child, I was living at Crand Bay, “la.
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OLD MARRIAGE CUSIOMS.

(Collected by Mary A.Poole.)

one of the queint customs of long &go in South Alahama, was,
thet & bride must not be seen in public for & week previous or
a week after her marriage. Her first appearance after marriage was
in attending service at church with her husbend, at which time she
wore what wes known &8s her second day dress. The appearance of the
bride and groom &t church on the Sunday following the wedding
ceremony was looked forward to by their relatives and friends with
almost &s much interest as the wedding ceremony litselfl. Alter
service they usually had dinner with the groom's family, the
bride's family having entertained the wedding party and guests
following the marriage ceremony.

then the bridal couple returned from their honeymoon trip,
their firet visit, wes to the parents of the bride.

In these modern days the prospective bride and groom with
the round of socieal events given in thelr honor before and after the
grend event, when they &re more 1in evidence then at any other time
in thelr lives, the bride especially flitting from one affair
to another up to, and sometimes even on the very day of her
marriage, it would be hard for them To und erstand that to the couples '
of the years of long &go, the days of thelr bethrothal and honey-
moon were &s full of romance as of those of the present generation.

BISLIOGRAFHY: Conversation with Mrs, Mary Farnell, Age 05,

52 South Hallett St. kobile ,Ale,
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RARLY CUSTOMS IN MOBILE) ALABAMA.
(Compiled by Mary A. Poole.)

Among the early custome of Mobile was the printing of funeral
notices on small posters which were posted in prominent places, either
by being teacked to walls or corner femncee, Or pasted on lamp posts,
fhese notices as well a8 obituaries in the early newspapers, depicted
a figure of a women dressed in deep mourning, seated bemeath a weeping
willow tree, ae it was the ounatom in early JMobile to plant Weeping
#illows, in the grave lote in the cemeteries. 1his was no doubt the
printers cue for this caption "Weeping Willows"™, %then the man was seen
going from post to post, pasting these well known notices, some member
of each Tamily in the surrounding nei g borhood hurried forth to read the
name thereon, and quite a little crowd gathered around and comments

passed back and forth relative %0 the deceased and the family to which
he or she belonged, This 0ld ouctom was abandoned in the middle of

1600"s, after the newspapere ineressed in circulation, the last to use
it being those of the colored race, vho did #0 up to a comparatively

1ate date,

BIBLIOGRAPEY: fersonal observations and conversations with old

Mobilians,
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CUSTONM OF MEN SITTING ON OFE SIDE OF THE , /
~ (-* / 4 o
OHURCH AND THR WOMEN ON THE OTHER SIDE. /%4_ ' B

This is a custom that prevalls in many of the churches in the rural
sections of Moblle County.

f'here are usually two rows of pews or benches in the church with an
aisle bdetween them. On Sunday morning one will see a whole family (gener-
ally large) drive up to the church. As they enter the church the women
and girls take seats on the right hand side, and the men and boys on the
ieft hand side.

In the rear of the church there is always a space left for the bables
and the small children. Here the mothers make pallets (a gquilt folded and
laid on the floor) and as the little ones go to sleep they are placed on
the pallets, to remain, usually until the church service, or preaching, is

OvVer.

BIBLIOGRAFPHY

interviews with residents of Union Church, Vilmar, Tanner-Williams and

other rural communities in dNeobile County.
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SIDE OF T

N THER SIDE.

“his 1s a custom that prevalls in many of the churches in the rural

sections of ¥obile County.

There are usually two rows of pews or benches in the church with an
aisle between them. On Sunday morning one will see a whole family (gemer-
ally large) drive up to the church. As tThey enter the' ohureh the women
and girls take seats on the right hand side, and the mem an.,! boys on the
lef't hand slide.

In the rear of the church there is always a space left for the bables
and the small children. Here the mothoers make pallets (a quilt foldea and

lald on the floor) and as the little ones go to sleep they are placed on

the pallets, to remain, usually until the church service, or preaching, 1is

DVE"P.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Iinterviews with residents of Union Chuarch, Wilmar, Tanner-Williams and

other rMural commmunities in ¥obile Count

o B
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A HOMESPUN-DRESS PARTX
In the days long gone, seventy-five and more jyears &go when materlial

for ladles' dresses could not be bought as at present, when muach of 1t was

woven at home, & group of young ladies in Moblle decided to have a "Home-

spun Dress Party.”

jo dresses were to be made of "bought goods”, these young ladilies were
to spin the thread, weave the cloth and then dye 1t with home made dye.
t ey were to make the dresses, doing all the work themselves.

They vied with each other to see which could make the prettiest color
of dye. Some of the dye materials were, red-oak bark, poke berries, copperas,
tea, etc., many very pretiy colors resulted. The dresses were made in the
srevalling styles, full skirts with tight basques, pointed In front.

The dresses were a success, as well as this unusual partye.

BIRLIOGRAVHY

Int-rview with ¥rs. Virginia Buckley George, aged 92 years, who lives on
north of

the 014 Telegraph Road about three miles From Mobile. This road Jjoins

U.8.5ighway No. 453 at Chickasaw, Ala.
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CUSTOMS OF RESIDENTS OF PRICHARD, ALA. )

The old times in Prichard Station i now cesupdedeby the
town of Prleharﬂ,:'nro far different from the modern days, according to
Mrs. Viectoria Ad_a, one of" the oldest residents of Prichard. Horse-
racing in the spring, "goose pullings™ on the Fourth eof July; egg-nog
at Christmes and calling ¢ on New Year's. Mrs. Adems says that
Prichard people who wanted to attend church in those days had a fairly
long way to go. The nearest churches were at Turnerville on the
Telegraph Road and at the imterseetion of the Craft highway and Stome
street in Toulminville, ﬂ;.la |,_11'.'1.1*. Toulminville Methodl st Chureh.
Since ox-carts, race sulkies, bugéitn and wagons were the only means

of travel she often walked tosSllESh. ™™eling young and full of life” she
sald, "we didn't mind walking to churoh,ﬂor even to loblle. We would

walk tD La Fayette or Ann street, where we could board ome of the Moblle

street cars, then drawn by small mules."
"As for entertainments, aside from the races, they were few and

far between., Only twice did I attend the theatre, once % see "Seven

Days' played at the old Mobile Theatre, and once to witness '"St.Zlmo’
written by the Mobile writer, Augusta Evans ¥Wilson, sometimes, we went
driving to Whistler in a sulky or buggy bdehind a fast horse. At that
time, Whistler was a thriving village of Mobile and Ohio shop employes.
There were many bull-dog and cock fighte near Prichard Lane and
St. Stephens Road, largely attended by men for sport, but were not
attended by the women.
Another diversion of that day was the "goose pulling™ at the
Bull's Head mear the viaduet on St.Stephens Road, chiefly on the Fourth

of July. This sport consisted or{mn live goose, head downward,
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CUSTOMS OF RESIDENTS OF PRICHARD, ALA.
IN THE EARLY Dﬂs.

—— — A —

over the road. Mounted mem would gallop their horses under the goose
and attempt to reach up and pull its head off,

There were also candy pullings, play parties and dances, with old
time fiddlers providing the music. There was very little dlgo | or
drinking however. Mrs. Adams sald Christmas was colfbrntcd im
of egg-nog. Very lﬁltth money was spent for gifts. Ir1. had a package
of firecrackers, ye¢ thought Santa Claus was especlally good Tewwew
New Years was rtlcﬁnod with wateh parties and attendance at the "stunts”
of the coibnllians, Mobile's first New Year organization of merry-
makers. .1» lllo went from house to house celling oname friends who
usually g'_m cake, fruit.s, nuts and pastries., Good Friday
was observed with prayer and fasting. Some people ate nothing on that
day. Easter was a day for church attendance. Everybody colored easter

eggs, but not with commercial dyes. Mrs. Adems sald her mother was quite

£y ,.'

——

a botanist and she would gather mta,r: .““l, to make coloring for
thel r eggs. Some people would use calico to dye the eggs, --—u-
boil them in black coffee te coler them brewn. '.

There were no expensive Elltcr hata or dresses. -Ifwweshad a ‘ll-
calico dress a h.nt. ndo or ltrnu an-l lrom hm, trimmed with
spring rlw-raq w ﬂw up . Thnnklgivhlg was a
big bhollday. Every ome had tnrkoy.;,'rh; turkeys were not shipped inl\
‘woweyer. They were driven to Mobile im large flocks several days before
'rhnmkngiﬂ.ng. Sunday was obnrvod m ntriot&’ Few women did
any housework or cooking on w fho cooking was Aon. on Friday or
Saturday aad the food was eaten cold or mod& on Sunduy.
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CUSTOMS OF RESIDENTS OF PRICHARD, ALA.
IN THE BARLY DAYS.

( Compiled by Ila B. Prine.)

BIBLIOGRAPHY 3 (Personal interview with Mrs. Victoria Adeams on

Main Street in Prichard. Craft Highway,by a reporter of The Prichard

Citizen.) Pudblished in Prichard Citizen Jamuary 24, 19%.




