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(Note: Thb Folklore story pertains to the years dur1Jlc the

• laaO's and l~O's,wh1ch custom was a perpetuation ot the
o •

earlier stelllll1lcat days on the Alablllla Rivers.)

In the olden deys when st8ll111boats plied the :Alabama,Tolllbigbee eJI4

Warrior Rivers there was a cood deal ot romenoe connected with their

trips. The story narrated here,ho1f8ver,pertains especially to thoee pa

latial packets plT1D8 the Tolllbigbee and Warrior Rivers,whe it was the

custom amona the youna people to get up parti88 and take a rip up the

river as tar as the boat would go. These parties were looked torward to

by the youna people ot a nulllber ot the communities elona the rivers,be
cause they knew that the trip would be a pleasure.

The yOllDg lIlen were, as a rule, the leaders in arrang1Jlc the tripe

and it was otten and ditticult to lIleke them a success on aocount ot the

ditticulty in gett1Jlc the proper chaPeron, tor in those deys a girl was

not allo1f8d to go to anT kind ot party or enterta1Dment without olle ot

these dra'Wbacks,especia11y a trip 011 the boat where lIlelllbers ot the party

would be gOlle tor two or three deys and nighte. After seourina a ohaPero

the boys would be especially attentive to her,for they desired to keep

her tully entertained while they were aboard in order that the girls

~ht be able to eke out a little more liberty than when the "ChaPPY"
-was on the immediate grounds.

When the boat would land where the party was to board it,it was

a rush to seoure the best state roollls and arrange the baggage ot the

girls,the boys be1Jlc lett to secure the best locations they oould,and in

a Ilulllber ot instances some ot th8111 hustled ot t into the "texas," so
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they would be absolutely certain of being out of the way of the girls.

Atter having been located and plans made for all members o' the

party to attend supper on the boat, the meals served were DlOre than femous,

for the table was filled with everr luxury equal to any noted hotel. ~he

tried "golden cgicken" and the roasted beef and pork were galore,the fine
•

wines,eggnog,lager beer and coffee. ~he musician,who was generally a

piano player4for every party had to have a good piano player among them),

would be broUght into action and the cabin cleared &0 that the dance DIn
coUd begin. In these parties the village cut-up was always brought aloI18

and had a leadiI18 part because he was the Ufe of the party and generally

called the figures in the dances. In those days rarely ever did the chap

eron permit anythiI18 but square dance s. but the boys would prevail upon

her for just one waltz,and when it started, the piano player was tipped

frequently SO that she would keep playiI18 and it seldom ended until the

"chaPpy" awakened to the' fact that somethiI18 was goiI18 on and stopped

the waltz.

Some of the ladies who chaperoned these parties became quite fa

mous for their attention to the members of the party,and none of the

party would be allowed outside of the cabin while the dance was on for
the eveniI18. en the dance ended for the night,she always herded them

together and made sure all w~re in their staterooms before she retired,

and berore doing so she admonished some of the members of the crew Q

against permittiI18 any of the party outside of ther staterooms atter she

retired them.

~he reputations of the chaperons of these pleasure trips up the

abama Rivers were an excellent recommendation for securing permission

from the parents of some of the girls desiring to make these trips, and



o••
,

Week ending

FOLKLORE.

~t 11,1939. -3
Franyois LUdgere Diard,
Identification No. 0149-5252,
Federal riters' Project,Ds.2,
fP Project No. ·5303,Uob1J.e,AlI

PLEASURE PAJl.TY TRIPS ON THE ALA.IUlJA. RIVERS.

Narrated by Thomas B. llman

. to Franyois Ludgere Diard •
••

when petitioning mother and father for permission to go on the boat

trips,the first question they asked was,WNho is to be the chaperon?"
,

While these up-the-river boat trips might seem dull and un

interesting to the young folks of to-day,they certainly were pleasant

and enjoYable in those good old days. No matter how cautious the chap

erons were,some of the young people would me t some of the people of

the opposite sex traveling on the boat and in some instances some last

ing friendships were formed,which bUdded into love and finally into

marriage.
The more familiar the leaders of the party were with the mem

bers of the boat crew,the more opportunities they had to get around

the boat and locate the best places aboard,and especially those places

for dodging the chaperon. ith some of these ·chaps",however,it was

almost impossible to lose her,and if they did for any length of time
that one's name was tabooed from the membership of the next trip •

• The young folks on these trips were continuallY having some

kind of entertainment through the day and late into the night,and with

the assistance of the captain,mate , engineers , strikers, clerks and pilots

the boat Vias what might be called ohe round of pleasure for a day or

two. he "chap" was sometimes troubled with keeping the boys and girls
• •from going ashore at the different landings wher.e the boat had occasl0

to stop to unload freight or take on a new passenger. On one occasion

one of the young ladies of the party was left ashore when the boat

stopped at a certain landing to unload freight. She was not discovered

missing for a while,but it Vias fortunate~ for her that a young f l1'IIl

er,a graduate of a university,who was at the landing at the time,saw
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her predicament and profer~ed his service to untangle a grave and serious

moment with the ·chaP," who was wild with rage and fear. It sO haPpened-that the landing where the young lady was left was firteen miles from

the next landing by boat beoause of the bends in the river and only one

mile and a half by land,so when the boat arrive. at the next landing -X

ad the young lady was waiting to board it. This action brought severe

critioism from the chaperon,but what did it matter even in those days

to a young girl who had a most enjoyable exciting experience and had met

a young man just the kind of fellow she had dreamed of and who was SO

gentle and kind3

By the time the bOat landed and the freight was being discharged

and passengers getting aboard, the young university farmer had sent his

horse and buggy home by one of the farm hands and had himself boarded

the boat unaware to any of the party,even the~ girl whom he had

befriended.

~er the boat had discharged its frieight and backed out in the

stream and had been under way a short time ,a cabin boy was called to
the engine room where the young farmer had a friend who was the engineel;

The boy was given a note and given strict charge as sx. how to deliver
it. It took great tact to deliver the note without the chaPeron or some

member of the party seeing what was going on;however,the oabin boy hav

ing been trained how to do things for the caPtain and other members of
the crew finally msnaged to perform hie mission.

No one but the engineer and oabin boy were aware of the young
farmer's presence on the boat until now. The note was delivered and the

young lady made some excuse to go to her stateroom,and while there~

she read:

"Dear Mary: I am aboard. I could not see you go away without tell-
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ing you lots. J4ake plans to see me at the dance atter supper.

"irohn. "
. -What was she to do? were the tirst thoughts that cSllle into Mary's. -

mind. There was the man ot her dreams and although never having met him

betore, she had o:rten heard ot him and the intluence his parents cOilliilanded

in their cnmmunity. His parents operated the largest tarm and plantation

in that section ot absms,and had a commissary on the plantation and wer

quite wealthy and the son ;rohn beiug the only child was to inherit it.

Mary being rather timid and at the sams time having an inner tear that
the msn ot her dreSllls had come true and in person would be at the dance

in the cabin atter supper. she lost no t1llle in making preparations tor

meeting him regardless ot what the che,peron had to say.

:t supper she saw h1lll sitting way down at the end ot the long din

ing table in the cabin,and her heart thrilled and thrilled,but all the
time she was thinking whether or not she was doing right to meet him, as

her parents were ot the old Southern type,who did not e,pproTe ot chance

meetings. The more she thought the more she came to ,the conclusion that

it was an act ot Providence that shs had been lett at the landing early

that artel;Jloon,anll that she would not let the opportunity pan to have
her new tound triend a partner tor the dance that night.

Atter supper the cabin was arranged tor the dance,and as the

Tillage cut-up snnounced "select your partner. and get ready tor the
quadrille," ~veryone had a partner but Mary on account ot one ot the boy

ot the party being indisposed. It was at this time she saw ;rohn aPproach

ing and in an instant she said:' nOh, there'. ;rohn,I will have him tor a
• •partner." But at this mOllant tlie cut-up and announcer called out, "Salute

your par£ners,hands all around,balance alll" •-.Kary was now satistied that all the.e plans had been arranged

through Providence and a. shs was noted tor her dancing, the members ot
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the party said they had never betore seen her danoe so gracstully and with
so much an1mation. The dence gays them an opportunity to talk and each by

this t1me had disooTered that J4ar:r end John must have been created ror eaoh
other,as they were not satisried when away trom eaoh other. John protessed

his lovs tor Mar:r with such rervor and met with a little encouragement at

rust, but later as the danoe was nearing the end they prOlll1sed to see each
other at the breakrast table the next morning and talk matters over rurthe

By noon the boat had arrived at its up-river destination,and the

party went up to the town and spent the artsrnoon while the boat was load
ing tor its trip down the river. Upon return to the boat arter supper the

usual svening' s danoe was indulged in by the party;but somehow,)(ar:r and

John sat out atew dances,muoh to the disaPproval or the

ohaPeron.

By this t1llle John had made h1mselt quite popular with the members

ot the party inoluding ths ohaPeron,and he was invited to be a member or

the next boat party which would be two weeks hence.

Upon arriving at JOhn's landing the members or the party bade h1m

goodbye,and as the boat rounded the bent ot the river they saw hi. buggy

and span or horses drive up.

During the next two weeks several letter. passed between Kar:r and

John,and John made a business trip to the littls town where Mary lived
with her parents and was entertained by them,and while at her home made
himaelr quite popular with the mambsrs ot her rlllll1l;r,as they knew his rath

sr in a business way.
•

When l4ar:r told her parents that John would be a member ot the Ilext
boat party,it met with their aPproval muoh to her delight. Then when the
Ilext boat party oeme the usual gaiety prevailed;but preoeeding the trip

John had a personal interview with )(ar:r's parents,and on the trip up at
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"It was in the year of 1857,that I established the 'Flotilla Bath'

on the eastern side of Yobile River," said the J. Ogden BelknaP of Mobile.

" 'l'he people of that day used to stand on the wharf at the foot of both Gov

ernment and Dauphin Streets and ask what establishment Was that aoross Mo

bile River sO neatly whitewashed and resembled so muoh a fort with its

port holes open as if threatening immediate destruotion to all water oraft

plying up and dovm the river that oame in range of its gunsJ It was no fort

at all, but a harmless,and in fao~ a useful artiole in the shape of a float

ing bath-house,whioh I had ereoted for the benefit of a oommunity during .

the warm s"mmer months. In this establishment of mine was found everything

of thet daY that was requisite to having" fine bath, olean towels,pure

soep,eot.,and whatmore,ample room in whioh those who wished tO,may not

thoroughly oleanse themselves,but praotioe or learn the art of swimming

without the exposure or danger attending bathing in the open river,or baY

ous and oreeks near the oitY,where alligators and reptiles abounded."
•

It must be exPlained that obile at the time of whioh we are'writ-

ing had only three or four pUblio bath establishments right in the tOWIll

proper,where negro slaves were in attendanoe. hese town baths had hot or

oold water as desired by oustomers;but as the patronage wss beyond aooom

mOdation, or. Belknap's idea was th!l.t everyone oould bathe in olear rllnni

water that wae salty more than nine months out of the year right within

reaoh of the citY,for he had row bO!l.ts "nd even flatboats menned by slaves

to take the customers to and from the Flotilla Bath. This was established,

said • Belknap,mostly for people who were not !l.ble to spend their summer

months at oiat Clear, ontrose, ld abema City(hOW the present town of



•

lleek ending arch 2~939.

FOLKLORE

THE FlOTI!.LlI. B",TH

•
-2-

J. Ogden Belknap,Scenic Arti~

~d inventor, obile,all

Fran90is Ludg4re Diard, riter.
Mobile ,.lia.

•

Fairhopel,Battles 'harf and other smaller resorts on the eastern shore of

bile Bay,or at Coden, ortersville and Sans Souci Beach at the lower end

of Mobile County,or at other resorts along the Gulf Coast.

~y Flotilla Bath resembled a fort all right,W continued Mr. Belk

nap. The port holes were merely windOWS through which

light,and were perfectly harmless as was the building and myself who o~med

it. ~he establishment was opened on the 1st of ay,1857,and boats were kept

in readiness to carry passengers to and fro. In those days ths river was

vsry clsar end the salt water came up for several miles. There was not a

great deal of steam treffic then,mostly sailing cr~ft,to stir up the water

and very little debris was dumped therein. w

This Flotilla Bath became quite a resort during the summer months

for several years up to the approach of the "ar between the States. From

its highest point waved a lerge nmerican flag. Often very fat people,said

~r. BelknaP~took baths at this bath establishment ,which was built so as to

be towed to any point aloDF the eastern side of the river,bec~use some of

the tubs in the city Tere too small for them. The Flotilla Bath had its

comical side also. There were many jokers among its patrons,some being a

detriment to it. a number of prsnksters came over to the place from 0

bile one night during its last ye~ of existence. T is night was a dark,

rainy night,3nd a heavy eptember hurricane was reported by incoDing veE_

sels as brewing in the lower Gulf ·sters south of Cuba. These pranksters

tie! a very stout rope to one end of the structure,and then carried the

end of it to midchannel of the river in a row bost,and when an outgoing

vessel was passing conven ent for t'10 of the pranksters to scale easily

the side,they attached the rope to its stern,then rowed back to their

awaiting felloH pranksters ,'.1ho had evacue.ted the Flotilla Bath for the
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sandy beaoh of Blakeley Island. The passing vessel soon pUlled all the

slaok that had been allowed,and the rope was on a straight high slant from

the bath establishment to the outgoing vessel. Soon the whole struoture wes

towed down the river into the bay and then into the GUlf,the sailors on the

outgoing vessel thinking all the time in the dark and rain th~t the follow

ing bathing struoture was another vessel just following behind. After they

were a pieoe out in the Gulf past Sand Island lighthouse,they disoovered

the rope attaohed to the stern of the vessel and it was out loose,whivh

set the Flotilla Bath adrift. ~t seems that a oouple of its very fat patrons

who were business men of bile,had gone over to the Flotilla Beth ahead of

the pranksters from the foot of Dauphin Street in private boats,presllmebly

to bathe,and although it was raining at ta. ttma,they both had been drink

ing heavily at the time from a jug of fine liquor they had

them. Instead of bathing they went to sleep. Then oame the pranksters,who

disoovered them,whioh prompted the fun and the floating of the bathing es

tablishment down to the Gulf,where the two fat men were aroused by being

tossed around by the rough breakers,only to disoover where they were. a

brig going into port loaded with tropioal fruit took them aboard and brought

them to the foot of Government Street.

This oomioal ooinoidenoe,like the bathing establishment,passed

into oblivium,and only referred to by the older people of Mobile and as

told by them to their ohildren. ~ for the bathing establishment,it,too,is

a memory and referred to as Belknap's Floating Fort,or by its more oommon

name the Flotilla Bath. Even the sailors of that dey who knew about 'are

all gone.

he venereble J. gden Belknap,the soenio artist and inventor

was a great oharaoter around Mobile. It was an enjoyment to oonverse with
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him,his knowledge of Mobile and what happened in the past between 1824 and

1917,was a storehouse of rare things. He Was in Mobile SO long,as one story

teller refers to him,that the tradition gained ground that he had always

been a part of the plaoe,and always would be there. He departed this life

at last on February 9th,l917,full of life and vigor almost to the da~ of

his death. ~. BelknaP wes the living reoord of his time. s one older ex

slave said, "He 'members way baok yonder. n As a boy he was a witness to the

hsnging of Charles R. S. Boyington,the boy poet-printer,who murdered his

best friend, athaniel Frost,and that was when he himself was ten years old.

He was the first baby kissed by General Lafayette while on his visit to la

bema in 1825. • gden Belknap was a baby in the arms at the time and his

mother and father and their family were standing in front of their home,

northwest Joaohim and Government Streets,where he had been born a few months

before,to see the great Frenohman as he passed. Mrs. BelknaP taking the baby

from the slave's arms who was aoting as nurse,she held the little fellow up

SO that the General might touoh him with his soldierly hand,when General

Lafayette ordered his oarriage in the prooession stopped,and he not only put

his hand on the baby,but leant over the side and kissed the baby's oheek.

Th1.e was an honor very few men have had paid them that has passed down the

ages.
~. J. Ogden BelknaP never 3tarted a letter to his friends,or one

who desired some point of information about local historY,or to the editor

of the morning paper without writing of

"The days of yore that oome no morel"

The late Dr. £rwin Craighead,Editor Emeritus of The Mobile Register,

said:
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"It he had begun early to write his memoirs he would have tilled

more than a five-foot shelf of books;and it is a pity that he didn't. While

yet in his ninet&9s,he wielded a busy pen. Y hotes say: 'He writes his

foolscap pages,pastes them end on end,and sends them to me rolled up like

an gyptian scroll;ans his wrt~t1ngs flow like a limpid brook, touching im-

partially the depths and shallows of history.' "
Old Uobilians can recall the time when it was the custom to spread

great banners over the streets,ornamented with the pictures of candidates

and calling on the electors to ote for So-and-SO,the great Democratl" ?

1ell,if the banner was done in Mobile and was a true likeness,it was sate to

say that Mr. BelknaP did it. He had a fine talent in the use of the brush,

and his lettering had a perfect touch as well as the design and figures of

his paintings.
nly white sand thrown up by the dredging of the river and a mersh-

y shore edge on Blakeley leland across the river from Mobile shOW the points

and places where J. gden BelknaP'S Flotilla Bath was once moored,reeembling

a white fort with port holes for caDnOn mouths for guarding the harbor •

•
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In the latter pert or Msroh,1883,the latest wheeled department or
Messrs. MoKey &. Roche,the well-known livery men and undertakers or MobUe,

whose place or business was at the aver~~tables on the west side or Roy

al Street,between St. iohael and St. Franois Streets,next south or the

old MObile Register Orrice,in whioh building Larayette had onoe been enter-
•

tained,was in the shaPe or a handsome runeral oar or hearse or the latest

and most elegant rinieh,in raot the most palatial Mobile had had up
•

time. It oame rrom the raotory or Crane and Breed,or Cinolnnati,Ohio,and

wae of the highest order 'or beauty. The truok was SUbstantial and graoerul,

blaok,ebonized end pioked out in gold. The body was egg-shaped with sides,

rront and rear rramed with oonvex sheets of plate glass or large size and

exquisite clearness. The rear door opened with a ~ale amethyst-studded nob

whioh released bolts both at top and bottam,and threw both wings or the

door open.

The interior was beautirully upholstered and deoorated. ~he rloor

. was covered with a rine pieoe or Brussels oarpet,end the portion or the

hearse near the rear door was laid with a parqueterie or blaok walnut,oak,

mahogany,sandal and box wood,in very pretty design end highly polished•
•

The opposite end or the interior was quilted in brown satin and presented

a very pleasing erreot. The cornices or the interior were hlJD~ with double

lambrequins,one of blaok and the other of white,both ornamented with hea~
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bullion fringe. The black was to be used for grown end aged persons , end

white for children. his was in correspondence with the plumes on the both

the car end the hacks end the heads of the horses. lhen the black was in
•use it complete~ hid the white hangings. The ceiling of the tuneral car

was in white silk,with a centerpiece pendent,with bullion fringe,end

sented the Star of Hope • .lit;ogether the arrangement was rich end tasteful,

end was quite en addition to the mortuary paraphernalia of the city. 'lihe

roof of the hearse was guarded around the edges with a sllvarrailing and

accented with plume stends covered in lacquered woods. The ceachman's seat

was elevated well above the forewheels and was tastefully upholstered. The

mountings throughout were of polished silver,which,contrasting with the

shining black of the wood work,made a pleasing effect •
•lioblle has had many fine funeral cars or hearses in the years

preceding 1883. These were used for a period of time by their company own

ers,then discarded for a new one,but on the arrival of the palatial fun

eral car I've described above,Mobile end its vicinity was in a senation

to see it on d ispley. There are still living to-dey older Mobiliens,who

remember this palatial car as it was drawn down the principal streets of

MObile by siX plumed white or black horses,followed slowly by many plumed

hacks,all in even step snd slow. The people of Mobile no matter how ~ol

emn the tuneral might be invariably stopped to view and see this beauti~

car move along. lhit~],umes in the past were generally used for young peo

pIe and babies,and black or black and white plumes for eldsrly people;and
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ortenpurp~e plumes ror very old persons were used,end ir the deceased

was a very notable character red end white plumes as a matter or distinc

tion were orten used,but black and white were generally adhered to.

'i.'he negro servents took the "white rolks' " children as rar as

Government Street,or to whatever street the runeral procession Was sched

uled to pass on,to slso sse this palatial car,which like its sister

horse-drawn hacks,on the event or the introduction or motored runerals,
•

passed into the rolklore or the town like nearly every other horse-drawn

vehicle end conveyance.

In this palatial car or oKay &; Roche's burial company was orten

carried the rsmains or wealthy people end in some instances it also car

ried thoss or persons not so wealthYibut it was always viswsd in the ~~

eral procession as something to see and to admire,and even on rainy days

the old negro mammies would say,"Heppy is the corpse the rain ralls on,"

while orten the agnostic and critical cynic on-looker,who had known the

deceased being carried out to his last resting place to have been per

haps to his own thinking not as generous with his wealth while living as

he should have been, would recall to his mind these philosophical linesl

Did you ever stop and think

As the hearse drives by,

That it won't be long

Until you !Uld I
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DJd you ever stop to think

s you stiivefor gold,

That a dead man's hend

A dollar won't hold?

Go riding out in a btg plumed hack,

And never remember coming back?

•
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It wae also a cUstom in Mobile until the entry o~ the 1900's ~or the

undertaker,~erplacing the negrological with the papers to be printed to

be read by the pUblic,to have death end ~eral notices printed and pasted

on posts end ~ences end even on walls in pUblic places to noti~ the pUblic

o~ the death o~ a ~ellow citizen. These notices,which were invariably print

ed in black,were generally headed by a weeping willow,a tombstone likeness,

a plain black cross,end even a plumed hearse with six or eight horses attac~

ed in the drawing. The large letters o~ each line were sOllletimes printed in

heavy black end the whole edged with a heavy black line. This custom is also

a story o~ the ~o1klore o~ Mobile,which has descended to posterity, end as

well the memorial black cards printed in gold o~tlvery sent to ~riends o~

the deceased by his ~sm1ly. e live,we die,Deo volentel

Bibl1ograpb;y: Short hotice on the palatial ~eral car o~ McKay &.

Roche's Funeral Company contained in a scrapbook clipping taken ~rOlll The Mo

bile Register ot·Sunday,April 1,1883.

Conversations with older Mobilians,who remembered the

palatial ~eral car o~ JdcJl.ay &. Roche. Personal knowledge.
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drivi

street cars, then drawn by small mules."

" s for entertainments. aside from the races, they were few and

time, ~1histler was a thriv1

raci in the spring, "goose pulli s" on the Fourth of duly; egg-nog

at Christmas and calling day on I ew Year's. Mrs. dams says that

Pridlard people who wanted to attend church in those days had a fairly

to,m of Prichard were far different from the modern days, accordi to

llrs. Victoria Adsns, one of the oldest residents of Prichard. Horse-

(Compiled by Ila B. Prine.)

The old times in Prichard Station a nd now occupied by the

long way to go. The nearest churches were at Turnerville on the

Telegraph Road and at the intersection of t he Craft highway and stone

street in Toulminville. which is the Toulminv1l1e l!ethodi st Church.

Since ox-carts, race sulkies, buggies and wagons were the only means

Days' played at the old !obile Theatre, and once to witness 'St.Elmo'

far between. Only twice did I attend the theatre, once to see 'Seven

of travel she often walked to church. "being young and full of life" she

said, "We didn't mind walking to church. or even to Mobile. Ie would

walk tb La Fayette or Ann street, where we could board one of the Kobila

written by the 'obile writer, ugusta Evans ilson, sometimes, we went

There were many bull-dog and cock fights near Prichard Lane and

st. Stephens Road, largely attended by men for sport, but were not

attended by the women.

lUl,other diversion of that day was the "goose pUlling" at the

Bull's Head near the viaduct on St.Stephens Road, chiefly on the Fourth

of duly. This sport consisted of~ a live goose, head do,m~ard,
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over too ro ad. Mounted men would gallop the 1r orses under t he goose

and attempt to reach up and pull its head off.

There were also candy pullings, play parties and dances, vdth old

time fiddlers providing the music. There was very little disorder or

drinki however. ~s. dems said Christmas was celebrated by partaking

of egg-nog. Very little money was spent for gifts. If we had a package

of firecrackers, we thought Santa Claus was especially good tc us.

New Years was welcomed wi th watch parti es and attendance at the "stunts"

of the Cowbellions, l!obile' s first Hew Year organization of merry-

makers •• e also went from house to house calling on our friends who

usually treated Us to cake, fruits, nuts and pastries. Good Friday

was observed with prayer and fasting. Some people ate nothing on that
•

day. Easter was a day for church attendance. Everybody colored easter

eggs, but not with commercial dY:,\ls. llrs. ~dams said her mother was quite

a botanist and she Vlould eather roots, vleeds, to make ocloring for

tbalr eggs. Some people would use calico to dye the eggs, as well as

boil them in black ocffee to oclor them brcmn.

There were no expensive Easter hats or dresses. If Ie had a nice

calico dress a hat made of straw ground aroynd here, trimmed with

spring flowers, we thought we were dressed up. Thanksgiving was a

big holiday. Every OBe had turkey. Too turkeys were not shipped in

however. They were driven to Mobile in large flocks several days before

Thanksgiving. Sunday was observed with great strictness. Few \/Omen did

any housework or cooki " on Sundays. The cooki vias done on Friday or

Saturday and the food was eaten cold or warmed up on Sunday.
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~leta .oJVa:1C "ilson, 80. etlmea. "8 went drlvine to 'tlbistler in a eu1J:y

~ old times in Prichard Station now the town of Prichard w.~e far

h~re 1s now the ~oulmlnv111e ethodist Church. Since 0 carts, race 8ulkie~.

different fro" the ",odern dzlys, according to 1:r.. ictoria Adams, one of the

that Prichard people who wanted to attend church in those dzlys had a fairly

ol~•• t residents of Prichard. Horse-racing iu the snrinr, "goose ~ullines" on the

10 .. va..v to go. ~h.o nearest churches were at Turnerville on the :'elecraph Rond

and at tho intersection of the Craft hi wa:r and Stone atreat in Toulminville,

"As for entertainnents, aside from the r~ce8, the,y ere few d fer

bU"'-lsa and 'B€ODS vere the only means of travel she often w"'.1ked. "Being young

~re were nany bull-dng and coc1t f1 to near Prichord .lane and St.

other diversion of thet da:r WPB the "goose pullin~A at the Bull'e Read

;I)bile. 'Ie would walk to La Fp,yette or Ann street, here \01'8 could board one o~

the l:ob lIe street cars t then drawn by BmA.l1 r.ro.lBS."

•

.~d full of life" she said, "we didn't mind waD<ing to church, or even to

between. Onl;y twice did I attend the theatre, once to see 'Seven Da:rs' pla:red

lotTlter,

at the old 110blle Theatre, and once to witnaes 'St. ~l!'lo' written by the .:,bllo

or behind a fast horAe. At that time, '~stler w~s a thriVing villsee

of hobile end Ohio shop e~107es.

women.

Stephen. ROPA, lareo17 attended by men for s?ort. but were not attended by the

conelst d of hD.nglot; a livB goose, heR.d dO\l"Il',a.rd. oveor the road . . :ou.'"1~"'d men

near the viaduct on St. Stephens Rood, chiefly on the Fourth of JUly. Chis sport

,

I
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Bayou la Batre,situated at the extreme e d of Mobile COUIty 0.. wis-

sissippi Sou..d,is 0 e of the most picturesque fishi ..g villages alo g the

Gulf Coast. Rich in legends and folklore co...ected with early pirates a d

fisherfolk,the visitor will fi ..d his stay a pleasure. The Bapuu with its

wiadiag turas filled with fishing s~acks,its quaiat fisherfolk a d dwelli

its storm-tossed trees aad beautiful a d pioturesque surrou diIgs,the soft

breeze blowiag ia from off the Gulf of Mexico,give it the air a d appeara ce

of a fishiag to.wa oa the west coast of Fra ceo It 1s k own as "Fisherman's

Paradise." No where aloag the Gulf Coast does the sua-set look ,"ore beauti-!

ful,a d oae ca staId ia this a cieat fishiag village oa a late after 00

of a su~er day and look dowa the wiadiag Bayou,his il'1aginatio will carry

hi back to earlier times before the white ma. came,whe the I.dia s i

their caaoes rowed dow.. the Bayou or fished aloag its baaks.

I .. the history of Kobile COUIty a ..d the Gulf Coast,Ba ou la Batre

is rich. It first received the ..arne of D'Erballe from rberville. This ame

was given to the spot i .. ho..or of a Fre..ch1'1aa,who was lost at the Mouth of

the Bayou,aId upoa whose .aak Bayou la Batre is situated. The preseat aame

of the village is derived fro," a Choctaw word "boh" for creek. The Fre"ch

wishiag to make the aam~ More euphoaious gave it "Bayou." A Freach ba tterv I
Oa the west baak,which protected the river duriag Freach colo ial rUle,very
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likely suggested to the iahabita ts a aame for their Rew settlemeat,Bapuu
,la Batre,o~ Fort OR the Bayou. Joha Ladnier,who died within MeMory of the

preseRt iababitants,used to POiRt out to J.J.Delchamps the site where he

had seeR a colORial battery,aad by the Tait place is still a mouRd,which

May be a part of a fortificatioR.

The first graRtee of laRd at Bayou la Batre was Joseph Baussauge(the
-

aa~e is variously spelled)iR 1786. Claiming he needed a hone to cORceal his

misery aRd the poverty of his family from the world,he petitioned the Span_

ish gover or of the Province of Louisia a,Steph R Miro,for a tract of la dl
on the west baRks of the river i 1786. The petition was gra ted the follow-

iag mORth a d Baussage a d his family,a sickly wife a d seve childre ,took

possessioR of the property aad Made i provene ts. Other aettl rs of Fre ch

stock,whO wa ted country la ds ear the water i order to raise stook,corn

and tobacco,a d to fish,followed Bauseage's example as the settleme t b -

guR to flourish. The petitioR aRd gra t in this first case,while fairly il

lustratiag the procedure as to lands,cettaialy raRks among the curiosities
•

of official correspondeRce.

FollowiRg the settliag of Bayou la Batre,like all fishiRg villages

and towns,the first iababitants becaMe associated with legends a d folklorel

aId superstition. TheR came the periodioal visits of Jean Lafitte aad his
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pirates seekiag hauats for their ricb booty aDd yellow gold,which added to

the already prevalent lege ds aad folklore,uatil,as each geaeratioft succeed- -
ed the other, the place beca~e fa~ous. Evea to this day it is aot a co~oa

coraer,sittiag by the baak of the Bayou,relatiag to the youager geaeratioa

occurreace to see aa old fisherma ,whO had sailed the Gulf waters to every

the stories a d legeads that had come dowa from the early settlers.

o e of these legeads tellsuus that Jea Lafitte,laadi g 0 bis

vessel at Bayou la BatrA on a stormy aight,walked through the terrific I
, wiad ia search of a bidiag place for his treasure. He fouad a small bayou

aloag tbe beacb of Mississippi Souad. There he built a small battery a d

a",med the place Bayou la BatrA,meaai g "BatrA oa the Bayou." The legelld

further states tbat Jeaa Lafitte made bimself iavisible whe ever be tbought

aay oae was watcbiag bim. It is also said tbat tbe eatire Village .'8..;w.

would close tbeir doors wheaever his sbips were seea to laad at tbe moutb

-
water to keep bim out. I earlier times tbe cbildre eve believed be

would reacb out of the water aad pull iato tbe Ba ou if they stayed out I
aft r dark. They also believed tbe moaaiag of tbe surf was his voice,as

of tbe Bayou,aad the more religious would spriakle their hous s with holy
.-

tbey pictured bi a giaat ia size.

A otber legead is arrated about a certaia Ta te O'Doo ,who resid-
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ed somewhere south of Bayou la Batre. This old womaa.wbo.the legead says.

resembled oae of the witehes ia Shakespeare's Maebeth.live(as aged people

did thea)a solitary life,with oaly oae aegro servant. This servaat.her ma-
•

-

lieious purpose uakaowa.delighted ia frighteaiag the poor old womaa.seemi

ly to eause her death. Tante O'Dooa(tra alated Au t of Doo ).whose husbaad,

was a Seotehmaa a d eaptaia of a flleet of Bayou la Batre fisbiag sehooaer
kept

oftea related that the eggs oa her eup-board in a seaweed basket would I
daaee. She eve deelared gbosts eould be seea at mid ight floatiag ia the

air.aad whea oae followed them suddealy they would take the form of post

o f eourse.these aets were eommitted by this aegro serva t.who ••o doubt.

had a ra.eorous feeli g agaiast the poor ereature. This old wornaa.it is

told by older aatives.died utterly dime.ted.

D vil's Bead.where the old Colonial Oak aow staads at Ba ou la

Batr6.reeeived its aame from a legead told by the Choetaw I dia s. Every
-

time the wiad would blow furiously arou.d this watery bend. the devil was

supposedly ridiag the wiad. The I.diaas deelared that if oae would wateh

earefully at aight.a headless ma eould be seea walkiag to a d fro. (

There is also a lege d of two young fisgermen of Bayou la Batre •
•

It seems that they ve tured out for a fishiag trip one September aight. ot

kaowiag there was a hurrieaae somewhere 0 the Gulf of Kexieo. They wer
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goae,the legead says, that aight aad the aext day before they raa iato the

stor • Oae of the brothers was a pretty wicked sort of fellow with low pri -

ciples,cursed,aad~as aot God-feariag,while the you~ger brother was vert

religious aad prayed ora,aooa,aad aight to his fa~ily's patro sai t,Mary,

-

Our Lady Star of the Sea,a d daily iavoked the Virgin Mary to keep safe his

broth r,who was also always reckless while out on the Gulf. At every heavy I
gust of the wiad,the youager brother would make the Siga of the Cross.

Now at ho~e i Bayou la Batre lived their aged mother a d father,

who was aa old fisher~aa »ow retired,aad a other brother,who was the youages

very reliS10u~; a d totally bliad. At every heavy gust of wiad agaiast the

Rouse the bliad brother weat to the wiadow aad looked out as though he

could see,aad the old folks watched his every move,for very oftea he would

tell the", through utural intuitioa al"'ost the exact hour a storm out of

the Gulf would break.

The hurricaae out on the Gulf raged to such a pitch, the two brothe
-

oa their fishiag smack thought every ",iaute would be their last a d their I-
boat dashed to pieces. Howev r,the youager of the two brothers busied him-

self prayi g out loud aad repeatedly Making the Siga of the Cross,uatil ~he
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older brother curaed him uatil he cried,but kept 0 prayiag aad aaki g Our

Lady Star of the Sea to come to their aid a d for theM both ot to be drow ed,
•

aa they had the old folka aad the bliad brother at home to be cared for.

Aa the ou~er brother coatiaued to praY,a white albatroaa with wi ga of every

color of the raiabow lit Oil the bow of the fiahillg amack. Theil of a audde

the alba troaa turaed to a flickerillg atar ,the wi

became calm like glaaa,alld the two brothera aooa

of BayoU la Batre.

- ...
d ceaaed to blow,the wavea

had aafely reached the Iho~el

While the atorm waa raging on the Gulf,a atra ge happelliag took place

home while the bli d brother aad thc old folka were prayiag for their loved oa

oaea alld their aafe retura. Of • auddea aa if prol'1pted by Provideace,the bliad

--

brother aroae from hia prayiag aad we t to the wiadow,which he opeaed,a d

looked out. The he raiaed hia haada to God,a d cried out: "I aee a white

albatroaa with raiabow wiaga~ I aee a bur iag atar! It ia a meaaage from God~

I caa aee the Gulf,it ia calm aa a aheet of glaaa! My brothera will be comiag

At break of the ext day the two fiah r brothere,after e terillg the

eafe havea of the river at Bayou la Batre,were aatou ded to fiad their youag1

eat brother at the laadiag to greet them. The oldeBtaad wicked brother kelt

dowa oa the ahore,l'1ade the Sig of the Croaa,a d thaAked God for their aafo•
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retur.,the. he kissed the you-se.t brother O. the forehead,discoveri.g thet

hie sight had bee. restored.

A certai' Mrs. Gree. told a story to the children of Bayou la Batr~

co.cer.i~ pirate treasure bei.g buried ear Devil's Be d. This was ma y,ma y

yeare ago. MA.y people,she said,had tried to dig up this hidde treaeure,but

always fled i. terror. The reaso for this retreat is UIK 0". Some say that

a certei. Captai. Joseph Gree.(.o relative,however,to the Yr •• Gree. of this
•

for this declaration was affirmed by families who a-vowed that an old settler
ord.

lege.d)rece.tly acquired vast wealth by excavati~ the lost »rea.ure.

A. old colo.ial home called Tait's place(also .pelled i. the rec-'
•

Tate) after hevi~ bee. home-steaded,wae declared hau.ted. The reason (, .

had died and left a family there to .tarve to death. Every resident of the:

hou.e after that incident told frightful storie. of how one could hear "the

old .ettler" dragging cowhides through the hell. In the yard to the rear of

the house was a ce~etery with marble tombstones. To hold up the building

these tombstones were taken from the graves and placed under the house. Small

white dog.,tre re.idents .tated,could be seen running around these tombstones,

and when one would kick at these small ani~als they would suddenly disappear. ,

The Indians of the Bayou la Batr6 vicinity were as super.titious asl

the write settlers. To~ego,a Choctaw Indian,who resided near thie old haunted

Tai t place ,affirmed that"when you hear noise go tock-tock-tock- in big )-
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miles below ~obile at the lower end of the county

on J.:1ssissippi Sound is Bayou Coden, a barba.rous form in neme of "COq

d' Inde" (Indian turkey), also Sans Souci Beach and Pointe aux Puis

(pines), and near the latter point Isle eux Dames. Coffee Island also

nearby has the alternate name of Isle IIlX Herbes. Here at the mouth of

Bayou Coden is also the town or Coden and the site of the old town of

Portersville. It is here in the stillness of the afternoon, especially

on a windy, cool day of autnmn, the waters of Portersville Bay give forth

a mournful sound as someone crying pitifully in distress, which is

attributed by tradition to the suicide of its native races (Indian) by

plunging into Portersville Bay, - a story something like that of

Pascagoula, because of the mournful and singing sounds. any legends

have come down to us from the older lobile Countians of t he lower

1:obile Bay and ' ssiseippi region, but the following are told by the old

time fisher-folk doctor, the late Doctor Goumond, and the late Captain

Peter F. Alba, the former a life-long resident of the Portersville Bay

region, who received same from the oldest fisherfolks, and the latter

'obilian 10 - a property and hotel owner and promoter of the summer

resort of Coden.

THE INDIAN LEG~TD:- A great Indian chief, Conawala by name, was in

power of all the waters of the lower ~bile Bay and ' ssissippi Sound

region and had his great wigwam on the banks of Bayou Coq d'Inde( Coden),

The view of Portersville Bay was beautiful in front of Conawala's

great wigwam, for that body of water forming part of the 'ississippi

Sound is separated from the Gulf of 'exico by the islands in later
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oenturies to be known as Dauphin, Little Dauphin and Petit Bois. Here in

the days when Conawala reigned supreme the deep blue watars of

Portersville Bey ~ere as oalm as glass, sO calm, indeed, that even

Conawala~s assive fi ure was reflected for miles into the Gulf of

l:exlco.

Conawala was tb e father of twelve dautohters' as beautiful,
as the water lil~ies thet rew alo Bayou Co~ d'Inde, which made the

reat chief very he. ,y, that he wi shed to marry hi s beautiful dau hters

each to the son of the twelve raatest ohiefs living in the interior

country surrounding ississip i Sound. e sent messengers to the t elve

great ohiefs and offered to them much oysters, fish, many canals and

pearls from the oysters in great heaps. The twelve great chiefs

accepted Conawala's offer, and Conawale then called in all his tribe

to announce to them the great weddin~s of his twelve beautiful daughters
•and the twelve young braves.

~fuile the wedding splendor we being prepared and the great

feast of fish end ild turkeys wae spread, the twelve be utiful dau~hters

were decidin~ ~~one th~ elves that t ey dshed to marry btaves of their

o\.n choice n:l. not the men aelected by their f ther.

The great ello ~oon c e up over the eastern horizon, and t e

t\elve young brnves ,ere in readiness for the wedding, and sat in the

grent .!igw of Conawal , each okin_ the i e of happiness and peace .1.th

the great chief.

T e oon rose higher, ut of a sudden turLed red li blood,

nd the t\'elve beautiful daughters could not be ,~mere. The

great chief then ordered a search to be de in every trea:. emptyine

•
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into "is51 s51:ppi Sound and the entire forest and S\/an::pS on the mainlond

at the be ch of Portersville Say, but it Was all in vain. Soon the

clouds turned black, the bleeding moon disap eared, and a great storm

out of the Gulf of .!exico arose with violent mnd and drops of rain as

sharp as arrow heads.

The nert day after the great storm had abated, the sun rose over

Portersville Bay ,11 th warm, peaceful rays, but the deep blue laves eave

forth a mournful sound, which has been heard even to this day since the

fatal wedding night of Conawala's twelve beautiful da~ters. Rather

than be married ll3ainst their own choice these twelve daughters, as
,
•

beautiful as the water lilies of Bayou Co~ d'Inde conmitted suicide by

drowning themselves in the waters of Portersville Bay, and sines then

their cries are heard in the mourning waves of this body of water.

The echo of the pines on the mainland, echoing back to the sound of the

mournin waves, is said to be the cries of the youn(l braves, mo, on

learning of the fate of their brides, fled back to their fathers domains.

•

.l. ote: ~any causes are attributed to this phenomena of the mourning waves

of Portersville Bay. In tone tb.ey are s1m11::lr to the musical waters of

Delmas Bayou as it flows into the Pascagoula River, the si ing fish on the

coast of France, described by Charles Kingsley, the great writer. Bienville

and his brother heard this mysterious music in both 1699 and 1702 of both

Pasc oula and Portersville Bay, and he reperted same in his letters to his

elder brother Charles Le 'oyne, the Baron de Longueuil, of Ville 'arie

( ~ntreal, Canada. Telfair Hodgson, son of Colonel .oseph Hodgson, the

editor of The 'obile Register and author of the Cradle of the Confederacy,

also attributes this phenomena in the Gulf waters to fish, for he as
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a 'obile wandering newspaper man, sailor end tourist at large, caught some

of the singing fish in ~uatemala waters identical with these he had heard

and seen producing the weird, plaintive, vibrating sounds in Pascagoula

waters. The ~uatemala fish, which made music were not of the drum

family, but a fish commonly but erroneously called pilot fish ~dth a

peculiar sucker on the bad!: of the head and which is often found

attached to sharks and sometimes to porpoise.

The fish with the sucker on its head is the "remora, "end never goes

in front of the shark but adheres to him,while the pilot fish,which is more

like a mackerel swims just in front of the shark end whether the shark fol

lows the pilot fish or the pilot fish anticipates the movements of the shark
horseS

as the catchdog of by-gon1days anticipated the movements of th~~,is a

question.

It is doubtful if the remora has ever been seen in such schools a-

long the Mississippi Sound as were noted by Mr. Hodgson in ~autamala,or in

such numbers as to account for the mystery music of Portersville Bay end

Pascagoula,so it is altogether likely that some other fish makes the music

end it is most probably the drum illiam Baxten heard and located the mys

tery music at both Portersville Bay and at Pascagoula in 1848. Old ship cap

tains are reported to have heard similar sounds in the waters of both India

end Java. other ~ulf Coast note,which comes from old fishermen as en au-

thoritY,and men who have penetrated every lagoon,bayou and bay along the-Mississippi Sound,says,that the common sheepsheads also congregate at cer

tain seasons in the ~ulf bayou waters around old pilings and rock piles in

the undercurrents of the ~ulf waters and actually make mournful sounds re

sembling music. Darwin,the great scientist,says that different fish are ceP-
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able of making sounds like music.and he described how the sounds are produc

ed. Old fishermen of the lower shores of Mobile Bay also report they have

heard the same mysterious music at both Fish River and Bon Secour Bay.

Bibliography: Conversations with the late Doctor Goumond,life

long resident of the Portersville Bay vicinity;also with old Mobile fisher-

Conversations with the late CaPtain Peter F. Alba

of both Mobile and Coden,Ala.

Conversations with the late Mrs. Sarah DeBois, the

Mobile centenarian.

The Mobile Register,Sunday, pril ll,~ 1929.

Hamilton's Colonial obile.

JUdge Chidsey's article on the mysterious music of

ee'a of the Pascagoula River,published in the Popular Science Monthly,Navl

York,in April 1890. In this article JUdge Chidsey also quotes Derwin on fish

producing sounds resembling music.

Scrapbook clipping of 1848.
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TRUE STORY OF ° SACRED HARP SINGING
IN ~OBILE COUNTY.

(Compiled by Ila. B.Prine.)

After the close of the Civil ar, in the northwest part of

Mobile County, there is a little country settlement known as Georgetown.

This settlement was very scattered and there. was a little one room log

house that was used jointly as the school and church. The preacher

usually had a number of other churches on his circuit and would only

preach one sundsy a month at this particular little log house church.

Rev. .J.Lamar was one of the first preachers at this church as well

as ev. John Frazer, both men who were prominent leaders in the

Methodist Episcopal Church South in their later life. Both of these ~n ~

have passed on a number of years ago. The social lite consi sted chieflr-· ,

of church gatherings; but when a man by the name of Moody from

ssissippi ceme through this neighborhood, teaching singing, it was

a big event. e used the old "Sacred Harp" books which had the shapEld

notes, which consisted of only four notes, - Sol, la, fa, mi. He

taught only by these notes, and had all the singing in three parts,

the bass, trable, and alto.

This man gave a sessiQn 1D singing which consisted of twenty days,

using ten weeks to make tbe session. Uaually he csme to this settlement

and taught on Saturdays and Sundays. On each Sunday the entire populace V

of th is settlement would turn out and bring basket dinners and spend the

day singing.

There are at the present time very few of these books in this section,

if 8Oy. he writer has been trying to locate a copy, as the old lady

that gave her this story said she could sing these old Sacred arp songs

if sbe had one of these old books.
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Co~uf1sm in its purest sense is being practised in AlabamaA

__ a~there isn't a s1~le red fla~ flying and the only sickles are

those used t~ cut hsy for the ~row1~ dairy herd wh1ch helps

to eupport'j( the comm~1ty.

vThe Plantat1oh'1s the name ~1ven to a Greek colony by

1t~ founder, Jason Y.alb1e, -ho came to Alabama in 1907 100k1n~ for

JASON FOUND HIS

GOLDEN FLEECE

Pe+tersen Merzon1

~~'a.,)

(

•

a ~olden fleece ae did h1s namesake of mythology and the twentieth

century Jason found h1s leece in prosperous acres and a contented

colony of h1s fellow countrymen.

The entire co~1f y lives in one hoge house, ettract1ve
-('N

in des1~n, wh1ch was built 1~med1ately aftar "alb1s acquired the

property in Baldwin County near Loxley. He erected a sawmill and
'l""

cut the lumber from the t1~ber cleared from the fruitful ecres.

After the house was erected more colonists came in, some of them

from Chicago but the majority from Greece.
7f"'Y'v

The Plantation continues to houee 19rants from the

Aeolian Isles who get established in the lan~a~e and customs of

the new country and either stay on in the pleasant community or

seek their fortu~s elsewhere in America.
~

The first bus1nsss of +he colony wae agriculture, but this

has been en_arged now to include a nursery, a dairy, ~th a herd

of registered cows, a small pack1~ plant and a canning plant.

The colony owns its ovm electric plant and ice factory.

All the earnings fro the various industries are pooled.

They are hen divided amon~ the colonists or reinvested in the

community property as OCCAsion directs.
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HOODOO MURDB:R

The NelTo youth was almost wreatUless as he ran,

w1lt eyet, into the ruarthouse at Mowile. itumalinc to the tesk
r'(V

of DetectiTe .ress~ham, he triet to speak, wut his Toiee failett!

lie was helpe" te a ohair an" a ruar" wroucht him a class ef

water.

"Why are you trem.linc so, woy?," .ressincham asket.

The youth slumpet exhaustet in the ohair, ant the

"steatiTe saw that he was waUy frichtenet.

"Wur&er~," he raspet. "trave en Olaiworne

itreet, olose ter Lipsoomw••ess man, "ey'. a heotee eross mark

en t.e craveZ"

his fellew

lIurryinC to the tesicnatet spot, .ressincham an"
-t~

effioers tiscovere" a treshlY~ mount of earth.

Near the .ount. was a tin

can fillet with wloot. A short t.istanoe from the oan was a sack,

saturate" with wloot.

Orterinc pioks ant shovels, the offieers tuc

frantioally. They uneoveret a hole several feet teep, Wut nethinc

was toun"••ress~ was frankly puzzlet.

He wecan askinc questiens, an" seon "isosveret

thincs that interestet him. lie faun" that aWout a year previously,

an acet woman hat. livet. in the shaek near which the crave was

leeatet., ant. that she ha.. tiet suttenly from a heart attaek. ~t
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the most 1nterest1nK thinc that the ott1oer 41soovere4 was this:

The woman was repute4 to _e r1oh, an4 Necroes ot the v101n1t7

_el1ev04 that she ha4 _ur1e4 her co14 somewhere on the premises.

In the Ala_ama ot that 4a7--1883--hoo.001sm was at its

he1cht, an. oonJures wers _e1ne worke4 oonstant17 -7 the Necroe••

Atter stu~1nc the 100at1on ot the _loea-t111e. oan an. tho

soake. saok, .ress1ncham asks4 one ot the~ ol.er Nerroes,

"Ian't it true that _100. an. tin an. oloth are use. to work a

oonJurs?" Ths Neceo no••e. his hea. hes1tant17.

The .etoot1Te then aske4 another question, "Who has

_een talk1nc a_out this 014 womanls r10hes a ereat 4eal?"
•

After a moment ot stu4y, the ace. ~k7 repl1e., "I

_el1eTes aat Tom Ta710r has _een 401n' some lou. ta~ a~ut~

it. Ke allus 1n~este. in makin' eas7 mone7."

.ress1ncbam n"4e. cr1ml7, an. searohel the faoes a_out

the craTe. Ke toun. Ta710r amonc the T1c11ant watohers.

"You m1eht as well oonfess, Tom," he sa1•• "What's ~ok

ot all this."

The aoous'- Necro at first .en1e. that he ha. taken an7

part in the crave 41CK1nC, ~t f1nal17 alm1tte. reluotanS17 that

he ha4 thoueht a creat 4eal a_out the money _ur1e4 on the place,

an. that he 4eo14e4 he shoul4 have allot it tor himself.

".ut what's the idea ot the crave an. bloea?," he W&8

aske4.

".ell, sir," oams the rep17, "I .uC .e craTe an' put .s

_100••e~e to soare away .e w1eohes what cuar4 4e 01 1 la.7's
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A. "arren. oblle, la. - 1 -
0 I.OR ..rete) e a1 rltera' r j ot of • • A.

Dlatrlct 6, ro eot 2 61
-u ld nt1rlc tlon o. OH9-. 73
-2'2

eek en41 Jct. 16, 19

o p" IlE'l' • (Splrlta)
•

ne ";r Della • ( e eu) aa at the tuneral of a frlend, alt-

t ln the room where th cof In aa, n thta la her ator;, - ·Yea I , I

a 0 Id aee t, jea u long a at cort1n in de r oa, at l'a ape ret.

Mt • er It • an' tluk jea lak er. ut • en de~ tuk t; corfln outen

e ro III. e apeeDet lef'. ;re. t 41d an' I dIdn't se. t no ••

------------------------

Della bed been Uvl with her unt ary, Aunt ary 41ed at ella aaw

her burled. but a e tell. tht. ator;, - "One eve In' w en lent

Aunt &r;r a coain' outen de cuae. a e atopt , lucked at e. an' I lucked

(

at her, but ahe d1 't aa,. nolJhtn' ,an' I 41 't aa)' nothtn' • we jea lucked

at eac ud er, den I w nt In de houae."

------------------------

(.OT - ella C. ~1 eclares both of t ee etorlea to b true. he a

born at rove .ill. Ala •• t a Ive 'n oblle the :reat r
•

or her l1re. She can ne ther read or wrIte. he a be a cook In

the fllJlLll,. or a friend of ""'-fie for tw nt)'-two ,. ara.l



. -
':ee}; e .din.... Cct.3V. 1936.
~-240-0ther Folklore.

-1-•Fran9~is Lud~ere Diard.
Identification 1;0.0149-5252
Federal ,:riters' Proj ect. Dist. 6.
:.PA Projeot 30l4.~obile,Ala.

THE BRJ,VERY OF A ~:OBILE LADY,

(Compiled by Fran~ois LUdgere Diard.) •

lirs. Isadore Uiddleton. a very beautiful lady of llobile,

and one of the acknowledGed leaders of fashion in Uobile in the i870's

could certainly boast of the possession of as much nerve and true moral

courage as are often vouchsafed to any of her sex.

The story related here happened on the evening of september 19 •
•

1879. ~~s. ~iddleton was in her boudoir putting away

jewelry', ~,en she noticed that the peculiar position

some article of

of a library

lEJllP. that \les burning upon a ohair in the back part of t he room, had

thro..m upon the floor, almost directly at her feet, the shadoVi o! a

nan Imo Vias crouch inS under a broad-topped ornamental table in the

center of the room. She also remarked that the open hend of the

shadovi had but t ..Kl fingers. and remembered that several desperate

burclaries had recently been committed in the neighborhood; suppositiously

by a ne:ro desperado \lho "'as notorious es havin~ lost tllO fi1l€ers of his

right hand. •

•

L:r. L!iddleton was eb sent fro"! : :obile at the time. end. besides.

~rs. Eiddleton herself in the house, there was but a single meid servant
•

in the house. Instead of becoming alarmed or ~hriecking for help the

breve lady seated herself at the very table underneath vmich the mis-

creant Vias concealing himself, and coolly rang for the servant.

"nand me some 'IIritiIl(; material, Bridget". said l!rs. lJiddleton,

wi th perfect calmness, "I want 'you to take a note this instant to

fIr. Forfar, the jeweller, and have him send you back vdth my diamond

necklace and ear drops which I left at his soop for repairs several

days eeo. Bring them vdth you, no matter if fully repaired or not.

They are but twenty-fold the most valuable articles of jewelry that
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.Dak. til tbe aot o~

hg••

an Indian .arrlor 1n

ClhlldI

the te 1. 1e caM'.d d••p In the l"UDk o~ a ••el-.. ook trea at oak

Ill, "leba • d the t t'1guJ'e he. grown up oao 01' he IntriguIng

1•• or laba 1D<llaa t'olk-lore.

In the oak 111 d18trlot, In the a1. before the • te n, I.·
elde4aa In Ian trIbe. Altho h ODce pG'll'.rt'ul, the l'lI....g•• ot I' .D

d18•••• d roe oed to 1 • n th .1th a ohi.ftatn • had

autll.e4 hI. R••tuln••••

'l'be ohl.f d no .lDa., .OD to ".UIHl hl. l ••d r.h1p, h18 onl7

Ing a dau tar,-8l1. and beautlt'Ul.

trIbe. n .01.d the1 auld chooe. OD. 01' theIr D b.r to

take lob. plao. of th. agIng ohl.t.n to l ••d th•• In battle a aln8t

the toee ho .ra .noroaohlng OD .11' huntlDg grounde. • choeen

1 a .1' ••• to he". lobe haDd 01' the chle dau hter In lD8 18Ce.

aJ.t Oneonto, tor that.a her n e, bad pled ed h I' be rt betore

her .abjaot. o~lld pled e hal' hand, an e".n whlla the trIbe a. a.-

a bl.d to .alact tb.tr 1eadrr and her nd, .1llI lett 0

•• the trJ.t1ng plac. ben a loh a hu h oak tre••here • e a. woat to

••t her 10"er.

. R., hOlfa"ar, . d preoed.d bar, and. 1'1 fro the c 88 bad 1IIld

down to .l••p. h Ie .l..pln a rattle .nake bIld taund an .truok.

eon n ath t rea lJ to tlnd h.r 1n,,0~ d a.
• threw

a In.

.elt OD hll 'O.trat. bod1. .h. arCllUl • k. .truck

re that the trIbe. n

d It •• ba eat t

a 1a.t a.brao , and It •

car....d theIr .tOl'J OD the oek.

Jr t t n.. ohl.t t • , look d 1n

rurl. ttl and
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(Colleotsd b)' arr .Poole.)

One ot tbe quaint oustoms ot 10 alSO In outh Alaballla, was,

tha~ a brlde must not ba ..en ln pUbl10 tor a wealt preTioua or

a wealt atter her orrla e. Her tlrst appearanoe attar rrlage was

ln attend1 serTios at ohuroh wl th hsr husband, at 10h tla sbe

wore hat was known a s her seoom day dress. '1'I1e appearanoe ot the

rlda and at ohurch on tl:le SundeJ tollowl tha wedd1

c.r••OIl7 was looltad tor_rd to by tha1r relatlTes and trlends wlth

ala.. t as muoh 1nterest as the waddlng oeroon)' 1teelt. tter

HrTlce the)' usuall, d d1nr.er wl the oom's t 111, the

brlde's tea111 haTl entertalned the waddl part)' and guests

tollowl the marrlage oeremony.

en the bridal oouple returDed trom thelr honeJanon trlp,

their tlret Tlelt, wss to the psrents ot the brlde.

In the.. modern da)'s t prospeotlft bride and - a .1 th

round ot 8001al eTents slTan ln thelr honor betore and atter the

rand e.,ent, w n they are ora ln e.,ldenoe than at an)' otber t1 e

ln thelr 11fts, tbe brlde espaolall1 t11ttl troa OIlS attalr

to another up to, and sometlas eTen on the Terr da)' ot IIer

..rrlase, lt wou14 be hard tor them to understam that to the oouples

or the 18ara ot 10 a..o, tile da,.s ot tha1r bethrothal and h0Il81-

aoon were as tull ot r".noe as ot

BTl Con.,sraatlon wlth s.

ose ot tha present enaratlon.

rr hrnell, JOge 85,

52 outh Hallett st. obl1a, a o
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Tht. 1. a cu.t that pre.ail. In many 01' the ohurche. ln the rural

.eotlon. 01' oblle County.

ere are uaually two 1"0'" 01' pew. or benohe. ln the ohurch wlth an

al.le between the•• On Sunday rni one will .ee a whole taaily (&ener-

ally lar e) I.e up to the ohurch. A. they enter the churoh the wo n

d &lrl. take .eat.

lett ~.nd d e.

the nabt hand dde, .nd the n d boy. on the

In the rear 01' the ohuroh there 1. alway. a .pace lett tor the bable.

and the. 11 ohildren. ere the _th r. IIlIllte pallet (a quilt 1'01 e and

laid on the tloor) and a. the llttle one. &0 to .leep they are placed on

the pallet., to re in, US lly untll the church .erYloe, or preachi • 1.

OYer.

BLIO

Inter.lew. with re.ldent. 01' Unlon Church, l~r, Tann r- llll.m. and

oth r rural oo,~~tle. ln oblle Count7.
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of the church•• in the l'lU'&1
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••otl na of obil. County.

re are us 1y tw ro ot

.1.10 bat n t y•

ally lor .) dr1". up to t • o urch.

d airl. take ••at. the right

l.tt bAnd .1 e.

•• «11' banche. ln the church .1th

will ae • whole family (a

.... ~h Y .nter t;hurch the .0
, and toh.

er-

n

In the r.ar of th ohuroh t 1 re 1••1. y. a. c. 10rt or the babl••

d the .,waaJ.l childr.n. re tho IIIOt ra ll,t. (a quilt 1'01 •

laid on tho 1'1001') and a. the 11ttl. on. &0 to .1. they are lac on

the pallot., to rema1n, usually unt1l t.aD

oYer.

churoh arvic., or preachi , 1.

I

Inton1... 1d th re.l t. of Union Church, 1~1', ann 1'- 1111.-. and

ot l' rurs1 cO·IRn~tl•• ln 0 11. Co ty.
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'1'he o~d tiaa. 111 Pr1aherd tile

to_ 01' Prlehan _r. tar 41ttumt rroa the aod.rn daY., acoord! to

•• Vlotorla ••, 0_ 0 the old••t reeldent. 01' Prlohan. Bor••

raoiJrg ill til. qriq, "COO" pulll..." Oil the 'ourth .1' luln .U-JIOS

at Chriat.a. d 0.11 oa JI_ T.ar·.. 1Ir•• •• ..,. tIIat

Prlcilari. p.opl. who _1lte4 to attelld .hIlroh ill tho.. day. Iled a tairly

uare.t obarohe. _re at '1'lIrIIenl11. Oil tA•
•

• learaph oad IIlld at til. uter.aotl0. 01' t h. Crafi a1p..ay and t ..a

• tre.t 1Jl oula1llrllla. /a ~th. Toula111TW. •

Sille. ox-oart., rao••ulId.••• b i.. lIJl4 Oil. _re

041 at Churm •

01' traTal .he ottan w.lka •

.aid. "wa dldn't miDd ..alkl -to churob, or aT

and tull 01' 111'0" ah.

to obl1.. a would

.tre.t," ra ..a oould boerd 0110 01' tho obl~

.tre.t oez., tA_ dra_ y .11 lIllla•• "

tor .alda tr tlle raN., thay ..are 1'_ lIJl4

tar b.t OIl. Oaly twiN dld I attalll1 the aatre, olloa 1lo 'BeT_

Day.' played at tile old Kobl1a Theatre, od olloa to 1I1.t ·St.I~·

written by the obUa writer, :"fan. U ••, _ _nt

to iatlar ill • IIU1k7 or b1lgQ baA1ad a t ..t r ••• t that

tS-, hi.tlar..... tbriTi Tillec. 01' obUa aIII1 ohio ahop

Th.re ..or. aany bull-dog aIII1 oook l' hta ..ar Prlobar4 1.eJla od

st. Stephall. o.d, largely attended by aell tor .port, but ware _t

.ttan4e4 by t a w...n.

dh.ralon 01' th.t day wa. tIIa "COO" pull1a&" .t tho

Bull'. ad _ar tile d.duot Oil St. teplle.. oed, chietly On the '01lrtll

01' lull'. Thl. opon conal.ted 01' a liT. Coo•• , h dow.wan,






