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'g.auntigg of Crommelin Eltatla"

On the corner of North Hull and Columbus Streets once stood a hand some
residence which belonged to the Crommelin Eastate.

After the death of Mr. and Mrs. Crommelin the home remained furnished,
for rent. Mamy families moved there at different times, but were unable to
remain more than a week or two.

often after midnight weird noises were heard, sometime like the breaking
of dishes; then again like stones were being thrown against the house, or wine
dows being rattled., The people were never able to ascertain just what made

this dreadful noise, The house stood vacant for many years before it was razed

to make room for a city playground.

Consultants: Hattie Davis (colored)
Mrs, W. Es Dughan.

0. 0. Lowrey
10/21/36
100 Words,




Mirdered Cirl's Spirit Ldives,

About the year 1850, in a small commnity, 12 miles so

Nontgomery, a beautiful girl, wearing & white shawl over her sh ulders,

was murdered by a negro slave. The lovely old colonial ho
Lived and met her fate, has since been "ha'nted."

.

At late hours of the night, when everything isstill,

Airl appears, wearing & white shawl, 5She sits at the piano

familiar tunes; then, suddenly disappesrs.

"

se,

where she

Those who have lived in the house, took great care to fasten and

bar the doors at night, only to find them unlocked next mornings

Consultant: JMrs, 0. Meriwether, Matthews Station.

Maggie Boswell,...10/23/36, 5 wards,
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eek ending Nov.27, 193%6. Frangois Ludgere Jlard,
J=242=-0ther folklore- Negro- Identification H0.0149=5252 v
uperstition. Federal iriters' Froject,list.bC.

‘roJect 3014, Nobile,ila.

ITIOUS REGROIYS "IOCDOOT™ HMUHDER.
{ Compiled by I'rancols ludgere Diard.)
]

On Jednesdry, Febmusry 7th, 1933, there was 2 report brovght

a

to the guardhouse of Noblile that e foul murder had been coumitted in
the northern pert of the coity, and that the corpse had been interred in a
yard on Cleiborne street, emst of Lipscomb. FEarly next morning of the
next day, Thursdsy, Vetective Bressingham went to investigate the
report. In the yard alluded to, where live geveral famlillies of c¢colored
people, he found 2 mound of fresh earth, asppearing to be a grave.
tin cen filled, and a corn sack saturated, with blood were found near
the mound. A negro was émployed, the mound levelled, and a hole, under-
pneath which had been filled with dirt, was excavated, but the supposed
gorpse could not be found, nor could anything else of Iinterest.
Detective Sressinghanm, after making further investigations as
to the mound and blood, discovered the following curious circumstances;
bout 2 year previous an old womsn , who occoupled the yard, dled very
suddenly from heart dispease., It was supposed dy the darkeys of the
neighborhood that she had dburied her hparded riches in the yard,
lom Taylor, a negro nelighdbor, was strong Iin his dbelier of Shis Tumor of

the buried money, and thought that he knew the exact spot where it was

hidden.

[he question of the riches preyed upon the mind of Tom Taylor
on the Tuesday night before the report was made at the guardiouse, and
he could resist no longer the temptation t0o make the search. 50 saild he So
himsel f; "De first thing I'se got %0 do 1is to hoodoo de witches what guards
de ole lady's money, and 1'se all right.” This sccounted for the bloed,

which was to overcome the power of the mystical guerdians of the mystieal

MOLNeY .
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veek ending lov.27, 19%. Frangols Ludgére Diard,
§-242-0ther folklore-llegro- Identification No,01435-5252
Superstition. Federal Writers' Projeet,Dist, 6.

PA Project 5014, Voblleg Ala,
A SUPERSTITIOUS NECROE'S "H00DOO™ NURDER.
( Comfiiled by Frangois Ludgére Diard.)
Tom Taylor, the negro "hooqﬁlst" was not asrrested, however
by Detective Pressingham, as he had committed no crime and not even

a misdemeanor, but received & lecture; and when asked sbhout the blood

gnd wvhose 1t was, he replied;
"Well, yo' seed 1 was "Ifraild to use ma own blood, s0o 1'se

Just kilt a chick'n snd used dat.”

BIBLIOGRAFHY; Conversations with the older negroes of Mobile living

in the neighborhood where the occurrance happened and who remembered it.

Conversations with the present Pollce Ufflicer Bressing-

hem, @ relative of the Detective Pressingham who was detalled on the

case in 1883,
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0ld Time supertitions Of The Negroes.
The old_time slave negro was far more mpar%itioun than to_days colorail

people JMany of their beliefs were ne doubt handed dewn freom their ancesters

in Afriea.
I was bdorn and reised on an Alabama plantation,and I knew them in their lettls

eabins in our ewn "quarters".One morning my old nurse junt Nuldy was combing
By hair whieh was unusually tangled,she saild,"De witehes were here las,nizght
kaze dey done tied hard knots in yo hair.y bound I fixes em.I is gwin te fling
some salt over my left shoulder in the fire teonight an I bound dey dont come
back no more."

They used to praetiee witeheraft in various ways,the most sommon of wilsh was
wae the "CUNJUR_BAG".When one suspeeted another of wanting her Jjob or her
lover,she used to eunjur her.Sometime & ecunjur bag eontaining a mixtue

of eurious and nysterious matter,is found under the door_step of the persen
to e eunjured.

When the persen finds it ,or walks over it or walks over it,the spell is en
her snd the eraft is put on her and she is eunjured..She then is in the
power of the persen who plaeed the bag there.

A CUNJUR _BAG is usually made of unbleached domestie without any figures

or stripes,and tied with an old leather string.It sontains:pieces of human
hair,sheep wool,horses hair,bones,teeth,splinters of pine,particles ofsand
salt and red pepper,grains of eorn,wheat,pieces of straw,and shueks,s¥rings,
ashes and lampblaeck.

The mystery of the CUNJUR _BAG fills it with & peculiar interest,men and

women too,have been known to pine away and die under the illusion that they

have been Junjured.

Nothing eould induee & negre teo kill & eat,as they think they have nine

lives and as often as you kill one,it will eome back and haunt you.
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They often wear lesther strings around their wriste,but are ewvasive

when asked why.

At the first esall of the whip poor_will made in the spring,the luperzitionn
negro,will take off his eoat,turn it wrong side out,te bring him good

luek .Some of their superstitions are as follows:

If your right hand itehes you are going to shake hands with & stranger:
if the left hand ,you will receeive either a letter or & present.If either
foot itehes you will walk on strange ground.

When the right ear burns,someone is speaking good about you,ths left evil,
"When de squineh owl hollers in de fore part of the night.Aunt Nuldy

would say"dat is & shore sign of death,an when & hound_ dawg howl an

lay flat of his baek_its & sign some body gwin to be laid out soon.¥When
you drap the dish rag somebody shore is eoming harngry.Dem is true signs
&n I done seed em come 10 PaBBS.n

The horse_shoe is held ssaered for good luek,and their faith is strong

in its virture.They hang it over their deoors and in other places ,they
wish to bPring luek.

They held the rabbit foot in great awe,whieh mystery still laecks a»

satisfactory explanation.It is eonsidsesred dad luek for & rabbit to créss
vour path lsate in the afterncon.The foot frem the left hind leg of a
rabbit,eaught in & ;rata;?;ri ie & great charm and drings good lueck te
the wearer .When & squirrel erosses the road in freont of you,your Jjourney

will bde safe,
These and many other superstitions were told me dowm in Rlack Maummy,s

eabin in the "quarters" on the old plantation near Curry,s Station.

This story was told me by Mrs J.H.Lane,
Talladega, Al .
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ALpBAMA SUPERSTITIONS

Although the strides of religion, medicine, music and education
have been l1li ttle short of miraculous during the pest few years, the sine-
ster shadows of superstition still prevalent in some sections of Alabama
have been proportionately slow in lifting.

Sorcery is still practiced in the “conjure country“, in the south~
eastern portion of Alabama, and "hill billies™ of the mountainous regiom to
the north swear by weird remedies, fantastic cures and doubtful healings
handed down from & dim and distant past, But the Black Belt, camprising the
west central counties, maintains the same aristocratic air of aloofness
charecteristic since 2nte-~bellum days, while Alabemians of the remaining
eastern and central parts are occupied with manufecturing or agriculture
and find little tim- to o#n#qnpinﬁt on good and bad omens.

The att.uﬂ#ft of tootﬁ&;i;‘hagro crones who profess supermaturel
powers, & not continod to members or thoir own race by any means, An in-
crtdui;bla pumber of white paruonl-ohwiaul}r of narnal intellect, follow
wilderness trails to dismal hovels hopeful of finding a panacea for 111-,
domestic difficulties and even advice on highly technical comm-rlial an- 3
plexities. Such recognition natumlly fills an illiterate conjurer with a
feeling of swelled importance and the fee for such service automatically

soars to new heights.

. The abiding raith some folk manifest in roots, herbs, vims,

r', g iy ._)
soil, hatr ‘birds end buuu is n; anusing ss 1t is amazing, Strange
Al unheard of

mixtures and concoctions)in the pharmaceutical pestle in an enlightened

era, are diligently stirred before immense fireplaces and then applied

in th» midst of mysterial rituals.
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An innocent and unsuspecting rebbit is taken captive solely
to secure & single hair from his tail, or a frog is sacrificed to has-
ten retarded nature, no species of fish or game indigenous to the state
seems immune from pmcti‘fﬁbn.rn of black magiogi}wm with
whld-poner. sufficient to withstand & renuinely potent speTl. lhe monetary
consideration involved in the transaction gﬁﬁgan & spell's potency.

A surprising mumber of palmists~-~they resent being celled fore
tune tellers anymore~---have found the lerger cities of aAlabema sufficient-
ly profitable to establish a year round stand, Others, belonging to a rove
ing itinoranj class, make stops lasting from & week to a month en route
Floridawesd ;o escape the rigors of winter. This motley crowd, usually &
curious mixture of English and irish with a generous sprinkling of Gyp-

sies, has discarded flamboyant horse-drawn weagons as a means of tranlpor-t,tﬂL#

AP [ -
tation in favor of high-powered automobiles. "omen attend tq;p&lﬂﬁﬂi:y U o AME
LA h A

]”j invariably of a mechanical bent, pick up odd jobs
within ﬁa scope, of -theiyr_professionss

These traveling groups live in portable tents always pitched
on sites in the county just beyond the ckty lim}tl to avoid payment of
prohibitive licenses, 2 large ]Et}painttd on‘?gnvli and suggestive of
¢ircus art, showing lines running in every dirtction, is posted at a
vantage point where it may be easily seen by passersby. Then the ro!..'-;l o
ndv-rtilqmcnt; inserted in the newspapers enl seversl thousands of small
“"gilve away cards" printed and distributed from house to house to “drum
up” trade.

Falmists appeal to couples whose mltrimonillﬁg}ill has devia-
ted from its course and gone on the reefs; lov--lnitt;g vietims of both
sexes, and gre&at numbers from the army of the unemployed who want some

M\-'b
tangible idea 1T, end whemn, they'll go back on the payroll. Then ths re“s
A

those anxious to recover lost or stolem articles. Negroes are suscepti-
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ble to readings es are meny of the po::r white laboring class, =l though
instances are not rare wherein celebrdties end person ges of wealth
have parted with surprising sums on promise of "leerning some news you'll
be mightly glad to hear."

Sometimes these wandering reasders suggest the use of divining
rods as an aid in the loecation of imagined treasure buried on the prem=
ises of persons they have "spotted” for swindle . The first and moess t im=-
portant detail, of course, is to place a certai n number of “pieces of
silver in my hand”, When the process of spading up earth commences, the
roving 1'1rormant is rolling merrily on hg/:ay to a new destim tion, “E“'
(R /  No season is without its compliment of superstitions. ihese be-
gin on New Year's Eve and gallop down the calendar to Christmas Day.
Weather does not intervene, in fee¢t, some of the most popular superstit-

e
ions draw heavily on rain and sunshine, Nor are they 2 respector of sex,
'

¢olor or creed ani are ever present from the cradle to the grave. . Lok
‘mple provision hes been made for the 1nfant/‘ S A N '*‘..';*{;,_*_ ”,u:-ﬂui-g_::'
A" _geda Ve Al P A

Never cut a baby's fingernails or it m y die before roaching

the age of lil months. A hat should not be placed on & child's head, nor
¥ | r
I p-rmit adm to look into a mirror as these things are conducive to bad

.'

teething, *-t open & live frog end tie it to the little fellow's neck
Oor ™ib his gums with the 'till warm brains of a rabbit, and teething comes
easier, out, if a baby tuthl early, he is making way for the arrival of
& new brother or sister.,

Thrash, or sore mouth, need cause no alarm. Simply brew tea of
nine Saw Bugs and hn‘nl the child drink it. If this fails, it is b st to
send for a' granny women who will crpss two sticks in his mouth, utter
some gibberish and a cure will have been affected, i male borm after his

o
father's death can breath into the mouth of an infent afflicted with thrash
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and cause a cure. nowever, if such a child is not comvetwm®, give the
ailing youngster seven sips of wet.r-wrrom the heel of a shos that has
A

been worn by one who was born artor_:..:ihﬂ.r father died and the results

will be just as satisfactory.

pend @ horseshoe nail inteo @ ring to prevent rheumatism. whoop-
ing cough may be prevented by swallowing three small live minnows. ind &0
not despair of warts. if you see two persons riding the same horse, wish
* warts off on the “hind" or second rider, and they will vanish overe
night,

The animal angle has not bun n-gh cttd.

nhen 2 cow is made sick bym.‘md wind a ball of wool
thread tightly and fry it 1in hot lerd end have Sossy swallow it. Gunpow-
der end rew meat fed to 2 dog makes him sevage and if you cut off the tip
of the cenine's tail, burying i1t under the front door steps, he'll never
leave home.

Animals can talk at midnight on Christmas Eve,

if a rabbit crosses the road to your léft, bed luck is in the
offing; if to the right, good luck is in store, If you are the first per-
son & cat looks at after "licking himself", you are going to be m rried,

iou'll contract a headache by walking through & place where 2 horse wale

lows and if you kill a toad your cow will go dry. T ) A

Lf a"t s Pt N 7 &

A whippoorwill's singing near & house is warning‘_w.—&—

m _soon, If & hen crows like a rooster, kill her, or there's bad

1uck thnd ror your ramily. btopping on ants or spiders will ceause rain.,
k.‘

‘Jltl w-_bg i-li- no more rain that day when they bring dirt

out of their holes., ihe cory of @ rain crow during @ drought means rain's
~~=m~-coming. 10 kill a snake and hang the reptile's body on the fence, will
bring rain before nightfall,
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if a8 butterfly comes into zsmw home, it 1s & good omen. A young

lady wearing a dfess the same color as the butterfly's may pay a visit

eére the day has waned.
—

m to stop the cerie hooting of & screech owl in the
deead of night & . pub-“.a shovel with some salt in 1% into tha fire-

j___’___,u

place to remain in the flames for awhile. Won hooting

that night,

, bad luck cen be cesused by ways other tham a black cat crossing
Fomx pe th.

| it's courting disastsr to oount th ars of a punaral cortere:

-.!-'F" s, --——""_"‘-—-—ﬁ"‘l"l s r }-—" -

you'Il_lose tha finger uud in counting. J‘A’ or someone dear tom.—;_d_n“
will die 1!" wvit “antil nightfall to cerry out ashes, To take the

—

rings off one's finger causes heart trouble, if the pictures are not
turned to the wall after a death, some other member of the family will
die,

. be eeutious ﬂbout throwing bread into tlli fire; your-magi UTmewERg"
want “ result d' tris Wt is oewbaimly bad luck
to lpill nalt, carry a ho- through the house or place Yamw shoes higher
thanml: head, "alking unier a ladder is bad business and breaking a
mirror means seven years of hard luck,

Good luck may be courted favorably. Stop a clock after a death or
carry the left hind foot of a rabbit in a side pocket. buckeyes will suf-
fice if no rabdbit foot is available. 1o see 2 white horse manl:;ﬁ
due for a thrill by seeing a red-headed girl. Moreover, it is good luck
to hang a horseshoe on & nail or drop & pair of scissors and have them
stick up in the floar. o

p
Sowr dyes, ears, hands and feet are oomtnntw rnmin_ of

-."l'

things,
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it ST right eye 1tohu, et be made mad} if it's your left,

you'll he m de glad. Ir m left ear burns, someone's saying something
ﬁ "t& ' '/'
nﬂm ir it'l “ right url th- rmrka are good. 11’-" right

hand 1tohu, “"—' & prosmt* if it'l —]Jﬂ “
A N L
handp with a ltmngcr,. For tho bottom of s foot to iteh, means ynl-.t
p-vo- 3nllty on strange land, bomobody is intending to pay il a visit
it i_' nou itohn. urctpping a dish cloth muuu t.he same thing,
L

* Reep m eyes open for enyone mbrocn. m sweep und er

- rcot meanl yow will never mrry; if alrees dy wed, y-will never ree

"!“i\-

marry. 1o sweep directly in front of one mann/“t wealth is being care-

ried awvay.,

Friendships nny bt g;uardo{.ﬁ.i.r p-in walking with a friem
never splfilapemre go _ a' post 1--!"1;1: re AOWEE be 2 quarrel. neve
er gin’m nife as & presédt as if Semde=te ou& your friendship in twain,
To touch the corpse of a friend precludes the possibility of haunting meme

T
on.'. | g =t b oA __E.'. WP

3 = |
ihe sun and the rain play their respective rolil/é/;m..

if the sun shines during ﬂr}aln, this is sk indication the Levil
is whipping his wife and if is a sure sign there'll be rain on the morrow
also, Seeing & new moon for the first time through shrubbery is & bad omen;
nanewver-around-where you ¢ view tlasicon-umbbstruwted. =ilk sours when
it thunders and a turtls or ornwriah will not let go until vheslLear-bheow.
rumble of thunder., ir yowm lit on ‘a featherbed or h feet in a bowl
of water during a storm, lightning will not strike you. 4nd:

"Hainbow in the moruning, sailérs take warning,
Reinbow at night, sailor's delight."”

it 1s important to pay close attention to dreams for all have

their interpretations,
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fo dream of marriage means someone in _- family will become crit-
ically 111. & drum of muddy wator 6180 1ndioatu illness of death. LUream-
ing or snakes --m lnimiu, $0 kill these snakes in 9; dream
means - enemies will be eliminated, e

It 1- well to be observant. m Tind a p:ln with the tngd towtrd

- =

md lugk; if the Qoint is touardq it'l good 1uck.i'!-5-u uo

f«‘./‘rv'h.' 4 ’{/"'#' it A
-Enk to th. apparition sadagy will
_I-r/ SV

: diunpcar &8 suddenly as it came, H;‘hnld & mirror over a well at 12
o'clogk on the first day of May, g will u: reflected the immge of m—ﬁt -
future husband; if a casket is reflecfed, it mesans death. 'il-b'“tt-art -
nomcph and have-to. turn back, be=vure Gademeke o crcu"b;:lltﬁhe ground
with your tu and spit on it b= fore retracing ;r.nr steps. ~ wardl off
bad luck, ol

10 find & lo‘:_t article, spit in m“.left hend, tap it with the
index ringer of yewr right hand and, observing the direction it goes,
chant:

“Spit, spat, show me whére 1 lost it at,”

peware of a blue gum hegro. Not only is he & dangerous character
but his bite is as posgonous &s a rattlesnake.

Superstitions are interwoven with songs, poems and traditioms hand-
ed dowa in Alebema. Folklore is replete uikh them. tduceation has gone a
long ways toward enlightning all classes as to the fallacy of these be-
liefs, yet there are those who persist in telling of superstitions in good

faith and with an element of doubt es to their relative merits.

it
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"Mountain People.™

“ A lot has been said about ™mountain people,‘/:;:F::#
far as I kin see, we hain't so different from other folks.

4

We all come into the world the same way; we all
breathe the same airj; even if it is het up and cooled off in
different ways; we all eat the same vittles - just cooked
different. A pot o' biled cabbage, and a good crusty corn
pone tastes as good to us - and a sight better than cabbage
kivered with cream sauce as they call it and baked with cheese
grated over it, and put on the table in the same fancy dish

it was cooked in, with little bokays of paisley all eround it.
Corn bread sticks ,too,look a sight diffrunt, but have the same
things in 'em as a corn pone.

Them things is all right, and tasty too, but it is the
same as a person who has had a stroke of bad luck he is mighty
glad to hev any duds that will keep him warm, and clean, maybe
and well enough to git eround but, after a sartin time passes,
ef he has used his time to any advantage, he dresses up more,
and looks better but ten to one, he don't feel no better,

maybe not as well.

When the folks on Lookout mountain, and in the valley
too, first come to this kentry, they moved in from Va., and
the Carolinas and a few from Georgy, but most uv the old
gettlers went to Sand mountain, from Georgy and Tennessee.

When my family moved into Alabama ten families come
at the same time, from Barnesville, Georgy. In them times,
the roads was Jjest waggin tracks, over the thick carpet of
brown pine needles. On either side of the road was thick

woods, with the big branches wavn' in the high winds, and the
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pine trees moanin' so loud you douldn't scarcely hear yerself
think, let erlone talk.

We wuz 14 days makin' that trip so the waggins wuz
kivered with thick, heavy sheetin', or canvas on some, fer
shelter and pertection too. They wuz ten uv those waggins
pulled by long-horned steers, rollin' erlong one after t'other.
The oxes' feet did not make much sound in the pine straw.
I've 'seen many a parade since then, but nary a one that
looked so good to me, as that line of kivered waggins, pulled
by them patient, ploddin' oxen, with the tips of their long
horns glittering in the sunlight.

But best of all, wuz the faces shinin' outer them
waggins of old neighbors and friends goin' ter settle a new
kentry and take pot luck altogether.

We stopped and had dinner at Cave Springs, Georgy
and a might purty place it wuz. I hear they've got 'lectric
lights in that cave now, and people pay 1o drink from that
spring, 'way back up in the cave but nawthin' could be added
to make it look plumb like a picture' more than it did that
day those ten kivered waggins was drawn up around the cave,
with the thick walls uv green trees all around. That day,
the wind fairly sung through them pine trees.

All the animuls wuz wattered, and we all set around
and et the vittles that we had brought with us, all of our
own raisin'. Meat and raised bread, raised with hops grown
on a trellis out behind the kitchen and we had baked apples,

and sweet potato biscuit we had hoochelers, the cling-sione

peach, peeled thin and dried whole; and the seed flavored it




Alabg ‘ -3 4

fine, when it wuz cooked and I still remember them pampadood-
les bread dropped in boilin' fat, and fried a golden brown.

We never knowed a thing in them days 'bout bringin’
home a meal in paper sacks. Any settler woulder been ashamed
ter show his face to have to borry, er buy to feed a neighbor.

The settlers lived plain, and worked hard, but we
allus had somethin' to divide.

At Cave Spring, we sat around and talked an' planned
until the moon riz and the road wuz light as day but I re-
collect now how keerful we wuz thet nobody saw the moon over
his left dhoulder fer that shore would have brung bad luck.

These folks who talk so much about "helpin' the
mountain people,™ many uv 'em don't stop to think how maybe we
don't look with favor on the same things. The very things
they value the highest may rate pretty low with us and vicey
vercy as we used to say in the old Blue backed Speller.

Mountain people stick together,clannish some calls it.
But we mighty nigh know that blood is thicker'n water and that
Bible verse about "He that sheds man's blood, his blood shall
be shed,"™ is as good a law's we want.

Those furriners who ride through the mountains in
their fine cars, with their drivers dressed up like a police-

man, er an army captain call theirselves tourists call the

mountains "grand,™ and "gorgeous"™ but to us they mean a lot

more than that they 're a livin' part uv us. Theys times that
they're kivered with blue~-grey clouds and look so sullen, you

watch fer red sparks to fly. Then theys days when the sun-
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light falls like gold with soft shadows that turn the big
rocks black, again the bright green moss. Then, in the Fall
al. the leaves change color, and the hills seem alive.

But the best is on an early mornin' when the highest
peaks rear against the sky with its soft changin' colors like
pearls er roses and the mornin' breeze comes up, and the dew
is in the air, and the birds flutter and chirp and begin to
sing. Then the first rays uv the sun slip over the peaks.

There wuz a time when folks wuz lonesome in the
mountains. No roads through the winter fitten to travel, no
schools fer the kids never see nobody outside the family fer
weeks and months. But them times is gone all changed. The
State and County done part uv it, but the biggest change all
through this kentry, is what President Rosyvelt and his woman
has done fer us. Folks said lMrs. Rosyvelt went all over the
kwntry to see what all the folks needed to help to whatever
Job they had, in the best way it could be done.

One uv those travelin' furriners dropped a paper
once, and 1 seed in it a picture uv two miners diggin' down
underneath the ground, and one uv 'em looked up and said,
®"Gosh, there comes Mrs. Reosyvelt."

I never held with women knowin anythin! much, about
their man's affairs, but I think this is one case where the
meddlin' of the President's woman has been a mighty good thing
fer the kentry. Fer mountain folks fer Valley folks and fer

all the folks.




A spider web formed over the doorway is a sign of a death in a few days.

It sho' is true for we had one over our door and in e day or two my aunt died>.
Also, "if a dog turns over three times on his back there will shortly be a

._f" .

deeth in the Tamily”.. o o
¥ Bt D § " e
Mrs. )"DI'I‘D'IAiH sure that if a cow 1;#'0 after midnight continuoud y for
three times there is sure to be a death in the neighborhood. She seid, "One
pizht not long before Mr. Wost died, my husband "waked up™ imn the middle of the
nizht and a cow was lmtin'-@he suid, "lis'n there's sho®' to be s death in the
neighborhood, and sho' nuf in n day or two, less than three days . VWest diled.

“Up in Shelby County » men died with smellpox. The same night my husband
hed to spend the night in this seme house where he died end all dwring the night
1ittle balls of fire pluyed sbout over the bed and floor. The man wuz said to
have plenty of money, buried about, snd these balls of fire wuz signs tryin'
to show my husband where the money wuz“.

» Hanted Place.

In Jefferson county hit us'ter be called the G. P. erossing, but now ]
don't know the neme ‘cause I'se ben way frum theres 30 year, but my bmpther
lived :her“‘rﬂ year, and they seen thingse. Ir 1t ever has ben & house that wus
hented that house wuz,~ my mother reslly seen thinge ever niﬁﬂ;j

A Captain of the War (Between the Stateés) lived thur once an' he wouldn't
let his wife 20 out doors sfter dark for tha' wuz & nigger without any hesd
salkin®' *bout. Me and my husban' an anpther lady an her husban' lived thar

an my husban' said he wuz sho' goin' to git them one n}ia an he Lkégd down

- .
flet by the door and heard knoukini an tried to see them but he ed he knowed

hit wuz hants, My chillun was all borned up thar.
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Mrs. Morrow of Dickerson Street states that she and her husband believe
in the things that can't be explained, in fact, she gives several experiences
of theirs.-

"My grandmother up in Sheldby county told me and ]I know it's the truth,
that lots of nights nh.;g wake up by a loud noise, Ghe'd get straight up and
a real dog would be lyin“iut the foot of the ban Ehan she'd get up the dog
would too, and then he'd Just rub hisself wup uguin;; her aund then he would
vanish away. Grandms would know that was = sign of bud luck and most of the
time after seeing oune of them dog's she'd have bad luck",

Mrs. Morrow relates:

"You can't get my husbund to take u cat away no wheres for pnothing cause
he .-ayn_it'll sho bring bad luck. One time 1 made him take o o cal eEbumive

44
E9meer the teble. Right after that he was taken down sick and like to die.-
He ng!:;;hat ;es sho the reason of his sickness»,
“My Pa, who's name is Mr. Schuffert, he lives up in Shelby county. TWell,

him and &« men hed a big rnnfy,ﬁb this men conjured 7 black cats. Them cats

went to Pa's house and welked all *round his bed one after the other. He liked

never got them to go away”. —f 1l " T b Lﬂ;ﬁ oy sV 2 2
o : x/ L . ' r,l {
There is sn old gimpe in Alsbama if a baby is bormn #ith a vell over its
A

face that child will have a foresight of coming mystic events. Such a persan

is Bell Barnes, of SOOpHrL, Ala. BHer sister-in-law, Mrs. John Schuffert, 320
A :

Bell 8t. gives the following:
"She is always seeing things, end anything that is coming to pass, such
as deaths, she slways know'\ it. The house that she lives in nun.;n-ur Coopergy,

L
she sees things there.

One night she waked up late and saw & figure all dressed up in white

-3 by the fireplace. GShe mrnmd.ﬂnd it disappeared. Another

time she saw & wreath henging on the wall. Her memms taken sick right after




that. Her bed was moved over near the fireplace, and she died. Lila Bell

knows she was warned of her ¥a's death.

»1 use to live domm in Coffee county. The house we lived in was hq&nteﬂ
@

or folke said it was., I don'% know whether 1%t was nor not.> but I know me and

my sister went out in the yard one night and we saw a great big white aunuthingi:

,i-t f4ind out whut . Wb« SOme

- L & ALL

it liked to scared us to death, and we never

negro boys use to pess by the house every night snd they'd see little children

pleying on the porech. 11 kind of things were seen. GCuess it was beceuse the

man who lived there a long time ago was »{oh and before he died he buried gold.

I*ve heard sinee I laft there that a tTroe was sut domn and at the roots was =8

bucket of gold. Ouesa the nuhyta won't come any more”.

Consultants:

vrs, Morrow, 216 1 : on 8%., Montgomery, Ala.

Mrs., Schufferst, Montgomery, Ala.

Mabel ¥arrior
Lois Lynn

1/14/37
G"I 'm 1'"1 5 -
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A spider wed formed over the doorway is a sign of a death in a few dayse.

"It sho' i¢ true for we had one over our door and in a day or two my aunt died™.
Also, "if a dog turms over three times on his bagck there will shortly be a death
in the family®.

Mrse Morrow who lives on Dickerson Street, Montgomery is sure that if a cow
lows after midnight continuously for three times there is sure to be a death in the
neighborhoods She said, "One night not long before Mr. Vest died, my husband
“waked up™ in the middle of the night and a cow was lowin's He sald,"lis'n there's
gho' €0 be a death in the neighborhood, and sho' muf in a day or two, less than
three days Mre. Vest diede

"Up in Sheldy County a man died with smmllpexe The same night my husband
had to spend the night in this same house where he died and all during the night
1ittle balls of fire played about over the bed and floores The man wuz said to
have pleanty of money, buried about, and these balle of fire wuz siggs tryin® teo
show my husband where the money wus®,

A Faunted Place.

In Jefferson county hit us*ter be called the G« Pe crossing, dbut now I don't
know the name ‘ecause I'se ben way frum theres 35 year, dbut my brother lived there
8 year, and they seen thingse If it ever has b'en a house that wuz hanted that
house wuz,* my mother really seem things ever night,

A Captain of the War (Between the States) lived thar once an' he wouldn't
let his wife go out doors after dark for tha' wuz a nigger without any head walkin'
‘Souts. Me and my husban' an another lady an her husban' lived thar an' my husban'
sald he wuz sho' goin' to git them one night an he alid dowm flat by the door and

heard knoekin' an tried to see them but he sald, he knowed hit wuszs hantse My

ehillun was all borned uwp thar.




Mres. Morrow of PYickerson Street states that she and her husband dbelieve in

the thinge that can't bde explained, in fact, she gives several experiences of

theirse=-

"My grandmother up in Shelby county told me and I kmew it's the truth, that
lots of nights she'd wake up by a loud noises She'd get straight up and a real
dog would be lyin' at the foot of the beds Vhen she'd get wp the dog would teo,
and then he'd Just rudb hiseelf uwp againet her and them he would vanish aways
Grandma would know that was a sign of bad luck and most of the time after seelng
one of them dog's she'd have bad luck®,

Mrs., Morrow relates:

"You can't get my husband to take a cat asay no where for nothing cause he
says it'1] sho bring bad lucke One time I made him take a eat off*m the table.
Right after that he was taken down sieck and like to dise~ He says that was she
the reason of his sickneas",

"My Pa, who's name is Myre Schuffert, he lives wp in Sheldy countys Well,
him and a man had a dbigz fusey 80 this man conjured 7 black catse Them cats went
to Fa's house and walked all "round his bed one after the othere He liked never
got them to go away®.

There ie an old saying in Alabama as in other States, the belief originmating
in Surope, that if a baby is bora with a vell over its face that child will have
a foresight of coming mystic eventss 5Such a person is Bell Barnes, of Cooper's,
Alabama. Her sister-in~law, Mr. John Schuffert, 325 Bell St. Montgmmery gives the
followings

"She is always seeing thinge, and anything that is coming to pass, such as

deathe, she always know its The house that she lives in now, is near Coopers.

She sees things theres




One night she waked up late and saw a figure all dressed up in white by the

fireplaces She screamed and it disappeareds Ancther time she saw a wreath hanging
on the walles Her mamma taken sick right after thate Her bed was moved over near
the fireplace, and she dieds Lila Bell knows she was warned of her Ma' deathe

"I use t0 live down in Coffee county. 7The house we lived in was ha'nted or
folks said 1t wass I don't know whether it was nor not, but I know me and my
slster went out in the yard one night and we saw a great big white something. It
1iked to seared us to death, and we never did find out what it wass GSome negro
boys use' to pass by the house every night and they' see little echilldrea playing
on the poreche All kind of things were seoons “uoss it was because the man who
1ived there a long time ago was rich and before he died he buried golde I%ve heard

sinee I left there that a tree was cut down and at the roots was a bucket of gold,

Guess the ha'nts won't come any more“.




¥illiam Ellieon
( Bennett Marshall)

ALABAMA BUPERSTITIONS

Student of fact, follower of fancy, 1is
Alabama, possessor, with a larger part of the
Southern group of states, of a people who are
incurably superstitious - 2 people who, notwithe
standing the advances made by Sclience, modern
thought and religion in the last century and a
half, #%ill oling to a belief in the capablilities
of supposed possesfors and appliere of occult
power.

It 1# not only the Alabama of the tenant
gshack and backwoods hovel which carrics that
belief. dncredible is the humber of citizens
who consult seers as to the future, relatorse
of the past, with blind feaith. Even in the larger
cities, such socotheayere carry on a profitable
busginess with the gulluible year after year.

An extremely large Negro population sccounts,
of course, for a great part of the incredible
hold superstition has over the “tate's people,
but white inhabitants poseese, in many ocases, Just
as great a degree of superstition as do the Negroes.
Sorcery is £till practiced in the “"conjure country,”

made famous by Carl Carmer's Stars Fell on Alabama,

and nativee of the mountaln reglons doubt little

the effectiveness of welrd remedles and cures,

fantastic and doubtful “spells,” prescribed and

cast by those of thelr ancestos who possesged




more than mortal sight. Only the Black Belt

sectione, and the bustling central counties seem
to have rejected to any extent the manifestations
of the spiritual. The one i# aloof, the other,
for the moet part, busily indifferent. In Bire
mingham, largest and busleet clity of the State,
however, spiritualists, claiming ability to communi-
cate with the deasd, coater to 8 huge oclientele, as
do palmiste. The Palm-readers - thelr profession
hat attalned s dignity which forbide the use of
the title of "fortune teller," are found throughe
out the young c¢ity, and in others of the larger
elaseification.

Less dignified, but far more ploturetque
ogculte ococupy the more rural sections of the State.
Tveir professed power lies in 2 knowledge of
rootse, herbs, vines, soll, halr, birds and beasts.
Incaloulable to them 12 the value of a halr from
2 rabbit's tall, a buckeye or = rabbit's left
hind foot. Considered of scarcely lese value are
froge, other animmle and even hair from the human.

No season of the year if without its comple~-
ment of superstition, no sex, color or age. From
birth to death, esigne are ever-present, which read
properly by the proper perfon, can mean much %o
the indigidual. '

smple provision hae been made for the infant.

The believer' s told never cut a baby's fingernails,

or he will die before reaching the age of six
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monthe, Disastrous results will follow the
plaeing of & hat upon the child's head. Diffi-
culty in teething can be lessened by s=plitting
open a live frog and Sying 1t around the baby's
neok, or rubbing his gums with the gtillewamrm
braine of a rebbit. Early and easy teethiln;
meens, however, that the infant is making way for
the arrival of a new member of the famlily.

' No less well-treated are the infant's all-
ments. A tea made of saw buge will cure thramnh,
or sore mouth, Or Af this falls, a granny woman
gcan effect 2 cure by croeeing two sticks in the
baby's mouth, and muttering several magic words,
known only to her. Almost as effecotive a heal~
ing agent ie a male born after his father's

deagth., He has merely to breathe into the infant's
mouth to cure salmost any illnees, .

Rheumatism in an older person can be pre-
vented by bending a horseshoe nall into a ring.
Swallow three live minnowe, and you will not
contract whooping cough, and, as for warte, they
need cause no trouble, even if they cover your
body in greatest profusion. ¥alt until you see
two persons riding on the smme horse, and wish
your warts off on the rider nearer the tall.
Your affliction will vanish immediately.

Illness and desth oan be courted Just as

easily ss health and 1ife. The finger ueed in the

counting of a funeral cortege Will come off. B




remove a ring from the finger will cause heart
trouble. 1f the pletures in a2 home are not
turned to the wall after a death, some member of
the family of the deceased will follow him quigk=
ly., Someone near to you will dle 1if you coarry
out ashes after night has fallen. OSweeping after
dark will also bring death. If Someone sweeps
under your feet you will bhever narry.

Animals and birds have not been overlooked
by the superetitious. When s cow loses her ocud

and becomes slck, fry a ball of tightly-wound

wool thread in lard, give 1%t %o her, and she willl

become well. Cut off the tip of 2 dog's tail,

and he will never leave home. If = rabbit ocrossen
the road in front of you from right to left, bad
luck ig in the offing. 7The reverse holds true.

A whippoorwill's singing near a house will
bring death, and 2 hen which crows like a rooster
will bring bad luck. Antes are great weather
prophets. ¥hen they carry dirt out of thelr holes,
there will be no more rain during the day. You
gcan cause rain by stepping on an ant, or a splder,
or hanging the carcas® of a ®nake you have killed
acroes a fence.

‘he worrisome and eerie hoot of an owl in the
dead of night can be stopped by & very simple
proces® known to the initiate. You place a shovel

with some ealt in 1% in the fireplace, and allow

1% to remain in the flames for 2 while. There




will be no more hooting.

The guarding of friendship 1s difficult. if
you are walking with a friend, take care never
to go around the oppoeite side of a post from
him lest there should be a quarrel, HNever give
a friend a kxnife. The bond of friendship may be
cut if you do. To prevent haunting memories after
a friend'es death, touch his corpse.

Dreame are especislly significant. A dream
of marriage means that someone in your family will
hecome eritically 1l11. A dream of muddy water
algo indicates illnesgs, or poesibly death. You
have enemies if you dream of snakes. But if, in
the dream, you kill the snakes, your enemies
will be eliminated.

It ig well to be observant, for some signe
mnay escape you. If you find a pin with head
toward you, you are certain to have bad luckj ' § 4
it 1 pointed away from you, your luck will be
good. A mirror held over a well at 12: o' clock
on the firet day of May will reflect the image
of your future husband orwife, Or a casket, which
foretells your death., Stop, make & cros® on the
ground with your foot, and 8pit in 1%, if you are
foroced to turn back after starting somewhere.
This wards off bad luck.

Beware of a "blue-gum Negro." His bite 18 ar
poisonous as that of a rattlesnake.

If you wish to cast 2 spell over some enemy,

go to the “"oonjure woman." She will make any
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gort you wisgh.

Those and thousands of other fanoiful be-

liefs are interwoven with songs, poems md Sra-

d1tiong handed down in the State. olklore ie

replete with then. LAducation has done something

toward dispelling the many in more advanced

Alabama, but in the primitive bagkwoods countiry,

it still is, and will be--

=

Go to the conjure woman,"
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Ascribed to:

W. B, Strickland
Fayette & Walker Counties
District 4
tions Familiar To Many Urban And Rural Residents.
house-cat when you move. 1lI you do, the use to which
ill be visited by 111 omens while you reside there.
to 2 house once you have left it and ve forgotter )
ou do return you will have bad luck, unless you meke
the ground with your right foot and spit upon 1t.
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W2 W, B, Strickleand,

Walker County.

Alabama r 71

ALABAMA NEGRO SUPERSTITIONS

To keep hawks from catching your chickens, place & flint

rock in your fire-place,

If 2 dog trees & raccoon or o'possum and you can't get
him down, tie en apron string around the trunk of tThe tree,
He won't back down the tree over it, and you oan return next

mornine and cateh the animal .

Bresk 2 mullein stalk in the spring so the milk will run
out of 1t, If it grows out again, you will marry within 1€

m-.jnthﬂ .

———— e ——

Never converge with a woman firat on Monday morning, for

{f you do, you will have bad luck during the week,

—— —y

If a rabbit orosses the road shead of you, be sure to turn
back, valk ten paces, and then turn around three times on your

heele to avoid having bad luck on your journey.

— —

Wear a silver digte around the neok to mrevent rheumatism.

o —

Wear a silver dime around the ankle to keep the witches away.

To cure neuralgia, drill a hole in a nutmeg, tle to A

| string and wear around the negk.,

Don't permit & woman to enter your home on New Year's Day

a8 the firet visitor, for Af you do, you will raise no chickens
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Tie a knot in the corner of your apron to keep the

screech owls out of your house at night,

Never kill a toad frog. If you do, your cow will go dry.

¥hen the hoot of the owl comes from the lowlands, a
gtorm i8 brewing. %hen the hoot of the owl comes from the

highlands, fair weather will come.

- —— - = ————

When you leav: your house, hide the cant hooks to keep

the witches out.




SUPERSTITIONS AND FOLKLORE.

The bleck cat superstition of the Hegro has passed down through
succeeding generations of thelr race and today is obeyed and respected
along with many other of their primitive beliefs.

If you are going somewhere and a black cat crosses the path in front

of you stop end whistle a call to the cat, if it stops and meows you

may continue your journey, but if it runs awey it is bad luck for you
to ro on in that direction.

The women of the Alebame hill country use to practice this primitive
and superstitious method of preventing bole=hives on their bhables.
Take 2 "lencer" and meke & small leceration in the baeck of the infant
as soon a8 born and draw out several drops of 1its hlood and mix with
thebreast=milk of the mother. Giverthis 2isture to e baby in dosages

of five drope at entervale of three hours until three doses have heen
siven.

The lNegro believes the wearing of a bracelet made of copper wire around
his wrist will prevent rheumatisme. One may see many Alabame negroes
practicing this custom of thelr race.

One may see their future wife or hushand if umarried by reflecting a
mirror over a dug well on the first day of Maye.

Aunt” Sally Tomlin of Walker County, was a devout believer in the
tﬂ‘c ings of witcheraft. She always locked the doors and fastendd the
“i““ﬂhﬁ to her home when she went to vigit with her neighhors or to
towns She concealed the keys to her house unrer a ptone near ner home,
and when asked why she did this, she replied,” To keep the witches away
vhile I'm pgones Upon another occasion "Aunt” Sally Tomline was seen
boiling her coin in a waesh pot, and when asked why she did that, she
replied thet the money had been "bewitched"and she was destrging the
evil spirits. fhen any article of her household was missing its dis-
appecrance unsccounted for,"the witches; according to the belief of
"iunt Selly,"had taken it away’

In Fayette County, near the banks of New Fiver, lives a very old lNeagro
man nomed Si McCollume. Durins the Civil Var old Si.believed he and his
master, Major /cCollum, would be killed by the Yankees, and 8o prepars-
tory to his believed execution, he hewed by hand his own coffin out of
the trun! of &2 huge otk tree.lhe coffin was dressed, neatly padded and
lined with the usal shroud. The negro leid esside from his wardrobe an
old discarded dress sult in which he wished to be huried. The sult he
prized so highly had been given him by hie master. The war ensued and
Fayette County had a taste of it fram Croxton'e raiders. They marched
on the MeCollum plantation and killed Vajor /‘eCollum and his daughters
The daurhter died in a futile effort to proteet her father. The faith=
ful negro house servant, Si, barely escaped with his life. A hullet
clipped his ear 2s he ran and escaped into the woods. And now after the
pessing of seventy=four years and & sad memory with old Si of that
unforgettable day the Croxton rtiders invaded the "“¢Collum home and
mardered his master and his master's daughter, the hand=hewed coffin

ewaits the inevitable d-ath of its meker. 1t 18 neatly kept in the attick
ove the bed of the eged old negro.




Alabama < Mary A. Poole,
% p | i Mobile County.

OLKLORE AND SUPERSTITIONS

Crabe are fatter and more prolific in the full of the moonj
and in winter they scek deep water,

one should not sleep exposed to the full moonlight. There
18 danger of being affeated by it, hence the old saying, "moon
atruck" or "luny" from Lunar, the Moon,

In some sectione one must kill hoge at the right time of
the moon, or ham and bacon v“1l not be aa palatable,

To lay the fouadation of & house at the wrong time of the
moon, means orccked walls, as the earth recedes from the pull
of the moon on the surface, and the house settles, and the
walls orack,

Should one wish to dispose of a hated rival, obtaln his
photograph, go to & swinming stream, tear the photo into emall
pieces, and cast upon the water in midetream. A8 long as a
niece floats, your rival will be kept on the move, and out of
your way,

The Negroes of the South believe anything planted after
Mereh 15 will grow, and by planting sw eet omelling flowers
around fruit trees, they hope to make the trees produce sweeter
and more fragrant frult,

014 time Negroes carried a potate in their pocket to cure
rheumatien,

An ezg laid on Good Friday will not epoil, can be put away
and be kept for years in a loose bag., The asntents turn into
wax,

Beans and peas, planted on Good Friday, will thrive.
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Go out in the firet May shower and get the halr damp,
and you will not have a cold all year,

Old-time Negroes believe that an enemy can voedoo them
by cutting the hair of a yellow dog and putting it in butter,
and plaecing the hair under thelr front door steps,

0ld-time Negroes also believe if a "blue-gummed" Negro bites

you it will give you hydrophobia 1like a mad dog.

BIBLIOGFAPHY: Contact with different people,
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G. L. CLARE
Seft. 21, 1936

ALABAMA  SUPERSTITIONS {

It is . i gsee the new moon clesr, espaidly so if seen

across the right shoulder; it is a sign of trouble eahead to see 1%

first partly obscured by cloudse

that
JNAT
et ::tal -Rak!

on :,E.. -

| Accidental dropping o dishrag or piece of table

e

another sign of company cominge

house foretelles a thunder storme

the new moon you teke up 2 pinch of eartin

step vou will find in it a heir of your mate.

= 8
i

/ A butterfly in the house gl nifies a visit by a =strange woman who

P

will be weering & dress the color of the butterfly.




kﬁ?he continuous crowing of a reooster in front of the door signifies

-~

visitors if his head turned toward the house; if he faces away from

a deeth in the family.

burne while

( Those who die during a gentle rain are gone to rest but those who
S -
N

from neturel causes, during & storm are sccursed.

-

To learn whether your sweetheart loves you, get two large leaves of

ke s _
mistletoe and place them on a hot stove. Neme one for your sweetheart

and one for yo-urself. If his leaf hope toward yours he loves you. 1T

away he despises you. If your leaf hops towerd his you love him
If the two hop toward each other at the same time your love for
her is equal and very deep.

.‘______..-——__
_w ou walk backwsrd you will curse vour mother.










THE MYSTERIOUS HUSBAND.

Many years ago, soon after Clarke county was established, and new
settlers were coming in rapidly, among them came William Walker with his
family and settled at the place now called Walker Spring.

Here, by the side of a much traveled road he built a tavern for the
accommodation of the many travelers then passing through, naming his
establishment The Roadside Inn,

In those days travel was slow and sometimes difificult, and as thd
traffic increased by reason of the influx of added new-comers, the bus-
iness of The Roadside Inn grew in proportion accordingly.

Among the members of the Walker family were several daughters, one
named Elizabeth, a very pretty girl, and it is concerning her life and
experiences this story is written.

In many sections and among certain classes an 0ld belief existed
that girls of marriageable age could see the image of their future hus-
bands face by looking down into the water of a dug well under certain
conditions. The attempt must be made at the hour of noon, on the first
day of May, and the method employed was the use of a mirror held over
the well in such a manner as to cast a reflection on the surface of the
water at its bottom.

On such an occasion, Elizabeth with her sisters, were trying the ex-
periment when suddenly she became excited and almost sweoned, saying
she had seen clearly the image of a man's face looking up at her feom
the surface of the water below. For a time the girls were quite thrilled
over the outcome of their observations, but as the older members of the

family treated the matter lightly, the incident was soon forgotten by

all except Elizabeth, to whom the experience had occurred.
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Time passed, and one day a stranger on horseback approached the
Inn and applied for lodging for the night. When Elizabeth saw him
she immediately recognized his as the face she had seen in the well,
and so informed her mother. Again the matter was given little thought
and the daughter was told it was merely a day dream. However, she
insisted his was the face she had seen s0 clearly.

Afterward the stranger passed through frequently, always lodging at
the Roadside Inn. A rathef handsome chap, he was apparently a mancof
means as he seemed at all time to be well supplied with money which he
spent freely, and rode a splendid horse. He gave his name as Collins,
and his business as a trader, dealing in land, live-stock and slaves.

In the course of time he and Elizabeth fell in love with each other,
which culminated in their marriage a few months after his first visit.
Thus came to pass the event foretold by the incident of the image seen
by her in the well.

Following their marriage she accompanied him to their new home in
north Alabama, where he continued his activities as an alleged trader.
But his failure to present her to neighbors, or to invite them to visit
her, or to even introduce her to his friends, aroused her suspicion, and
led her to the realization that something was amiss and all was not well.

His business called him away on supposedly long trips during which
he would be absent for days - even weeks at a time. Otherwise he treated
her well, and continued to be free with his money of which he appeared

at all times to be well supplied. While she did not fully understand

these things, his explanations of his periods of absence, together with

he faith in and love for him, caused her to overlook much she could not
understand.
In a little more than a year following their marriage, twin boys

were born to them, and though Collins was still absent much of the time,
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the twins were to her a source of comfort, and a means of dispelling in
part her lomEliness besides occupying pleasantly much of her time.

While absent on one of his numerous and to her mysterious trips, one
day a party of men rode up to the porch of their home where she and her
babies were seated. The men were armed and inquired of her if Jim Cope-
land lived there. She informed them to .the contrary and told them she
and her husband, named Collins lived there and that he was absent at
that time on business.

After talking with her a short while, making inquiries concerning
her husbands business they rode away. Presently, one of the party re-
turned and explained that he was a neighbor, and while he had been im-
pressed with her previous statement, he was of the copinion still, that
her husband was none other than Jim Copeland, a member of Murrell's
band of outlaws, and the posse who had just left were seeking him and
would certainly capture him eventually. He advised her to return to her
people in Clarke county.

After considering the matter seriously, and in view of past events,
she concluded the neighbor had informed her correctly, so she and the
twins returned to her father's house, the Roadside Inn.

One night some months later, while she was absent visiting a sick
neighbor, the twin boys were left in charge of an 0ld negro mammy. The
0ld negro was familiar with the history of Miss Elizabeth's unfortunate
marriage, and had been given instructions to allow no one in the room
where the babies slept. But during the night Jim Copeland came back to |
Clarke county and to Roadside Inn to see his wife and thelr sons,

His arrival and request to see them greatly frightened the old

nurse, but assuming a bold front she said; "Now Mistah Jim, you go on

away, 'cause Miss 'Lizabeth dont never want to see you no mo'," But




b
with disregard for her warning and command, and brushing her aside, he
proceeded to the little bed where the babies slept, followed closely
by the old negro who was fearful he might try to take them away.

Tn this she was mistaken, for he made no such attempi, only looking

jown at them with longing, tearful eyes. Before departing he told the

0ld negro to say to Miss Elizabeth that he felt she would not be annoyed
or embarrassed much longer on his account as he was certain he would be
captured soon. The reason he gave for this was that constantly haunting
him was a dream he had that a man on a big white horse was pursueing him,
and he was impressed that this must be true. He asked that she also tell
¥iss Elizabeth that he had always loved her, but would never see her
again. He then rode away.

A few weeks later Jim Copeland was captured in George countly, Miss.

The posse making the capture was led Dy the sheriff who rode a large

white horse.

i.ﬁ"'J - '?JI-"23" ‘37
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Levi D, Shelby, Jr,

"WSUPERSTITION AND VOODOOISM"

Mrs, Belle Stewart, Tusgumbia, Alabama,

Years ago, back in slavery and after slavery, people didn't
believe in anything bdut conjurism and voodooism, A few white folks
believed in it, bdbut all of the colored folks believed in 1t
because they had been taught that by the "white. folks, The white
folks didn't - believe in it, thati ig the biggest majority of them
didn't, They knew that tney could scare the colored people 8O
they wouldn't run away, The colored people believed everything that
the white folks told them that's why go many of them are SsSgper-
stitious today, After the war when the colored folks were free
some of them called themselves "Witch Doctors"”, and some of them
made good meney at 1it, People would go to them and pay them &

big sum of money 10 fix somebody for them, Plenty times 1I've

heard of the witch doctors doing something to somebody.

Once a woman thought her husband was courting, so she went
to the witch doctor to have him fixed, Some more folks saw her
when she went to this place and they began to whisper, that man
sure had better watch out because his wife is visiting the
witeh doctor. About three days later tThe man got up and ate his
breakfast and went to the field, He stayed in the field about
an hour and then came home sick, we sent for the doctor, When
the doctor got there and examined him he couldn't find <the
trouble, He asked <the man what he had eaten, The man told the
doctor what he had eaten for Dbreakfast, Then the doctor asked
what he had been drinking and the man told the doctor that ne
hadn't drank anyt@ing but some water, The doctor asked for the
drugs of the water and poured them in to a bottle and went away
The next day the doctor came back with the bottle that he had
carried the water away in, The doctor held the bottle up and

said, Jjust like these snakes are working in this bottle 80 are




are they in this man and there I8 nothing that I can do to

get them out, What it was that the woman put in her husbands

water I don't know, but he gertainly died two days later,

Another time I remember that a lady was Jealous of her
husband and she went to the witch dootor to have htm f£ffxed, The
doctor told her to get some of his hair and pmt it Detween the
mattress and sleep with 1t there for three days and her husband
woilld . be completely under her contrel, This lady went home and
that night while her hugsband was sleep she cut some hair out of
the mole &f his head and put it Dbetween tThe mattress and left
it there Tor three days, After the three days the woman had her
husband under her control Just 1ixe the doctor told her she
would,

nolored folks have always farmed Tfor their living, I remember
when I was & girl that some of the folks would bdury a Ifrog
on his head by the side of an oak tree and three days later 1
it would rain, Some folks think that right now if they bury a
frog on his by an oak ftree or kill a snake and turn him up
on his back that it will ocause it %o rain,

If 2 man or a woman thought that some body was coming to
his or her house while he or she wasn't at home, they would
bury a ericket under the doorsteps to gstop any one from visit-
ing them while they wasn't at home, lots of men use to do this
if they had to work very far from home where they ocouldn't
watch, I Xnow that that didmn't keep no body from coming %o &
persons house, because a man di4 that one time DegaAuse he thought
that his wife was courting, bdut the man that was ocourting his
wife never stopped ocoming to his house but the man that bduried
the ericket under the doorsteps thought that hes wife quit court-
ing and he never thought of her coupting no moTe, but she didn't

quit,




If & person wanted to rum you crasy, all they had to do was

get some of your hair and put it betweeun ¢two Indian head pennies
and put it up over the door and in & few days you would go
erazy, If they didn't put yéur hair between two Indian head
pennies they could take it to the river and throw it 3in, If 39
floated down the  setream and didn't go to the bottom jyou would go
oragy, but if 4t went to the Dbvottom you would learm to like the
person,

Another superstition that a lot of people bdelieve in ‘today
is, 4if you start somevhere and have to turn around it is bad
luck and you wont Jet here you started, if you dont make an
"Y* and then spit in the g¢enter of the ®*X" where it c¢rosses,

If & person has the astima take him to an oak tree and
mark his heighth up against the ¢tree, Then take oome hair from
the mole of his head, bore a hole one inch above ¢the mark on
the treec and put his hair in the hole, Vhen the person grows
up to where the hair 1s in the <tree t&ﬁy will be cured,

If an owl hoots in the night some bDody 4is sure to die,
The only way to prevent any one from dying is by placing an
iron poker in the fire, This will run the owl away and the omen
will follow the ovwl,

People have always worn brass and ocopper to keep from having
the rheumatism, Some people wear & dime around their ankies To

keep any body from conjuring them oy hoodooing tThema &8 some Bay.

If a rooster erows in the front door before bLreakfast some stiragg
er is coming to the house before the day passes, If a spider
gomes down the wall into the house & stranger is coming to the
house, To nail & horse shoe upside down over the front door

will keep all bad luck and #ickness away from the house,

If a person looks through a fork into a whirl wind he oan see




rag somebody 1n

devil. They say that if you drop & dish

house is hungry or else somebody is coming to the house,

think that some body

People shouldn't De so foolish as to

can do something to you uanless they feed you gomething, If some

one feeds a person something they should know that they will Dbe

sigk, but unless you eat something you don't have anything ©o

worry about, that is so far as hoodooing is concerned,




