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10 1 0hI,.<. •

•Ol~ Tt-a 8.pe~t1t1.n. or Th. Ie~oe••

Th. ol~_U.. 81aTII nec~o ... r~ .o~••lIpe~t1tiou. than to_~a7••olo~"

people.Man, or th.1~ iel1er. w.~. no ~.uit han~e~ ~.wn r~•• th.1r an•••ter.

I ... iorn an~ ~a1ee~ .n an Alaia·a plantat1on,an~ I knew th•• in th.1r l.ttle

.ai1n. in OUJ' .wn ·~ua~te~.·.One .0~n1nc ., ol~ nuree Aunt llal4.7 ....0.i1nc

., ha1r,wh1.... unu.ual17 tanCle~,.h...1~,·De w1t.he. wer. h.~. la.,n1cht

kaze de, ~.n. t1e~ .&r~ knot. in 70 h&1~.! ioun~ I r1~• ••. I 1. cw1n to fl1nc

.0" ealt oTer ., l.rt .houl~.r in the r1~. ton1cht &n I ioun~ ~.7 ~ont ....

The, u..4 to pra.U.. wit.ho~art in Y&~1ou. "7., the ....t .o..on or wlU....

wae the ·OUIJUB_~AG••1hen one .uepe.te~ &noth.~ .r want1nc h.~ Joi o~ he~

lOTe~,ab. ue.4 to .unJur he~.80.et1me a 8unJur _i&C 80nt&1n1nc & .1xt..

or .ur1ou. &n~ .,.ter1oue ..tte~,1. rounl un~e~ the doo~_.tep or the p.~.on

to ie .unJure~.

nen the pe~••n f1n~. it ,o~ walk. oY8~ it o~ walk. OTII~ 1t,th. epell 1. on

her an~ t •••r&rt 1. put on h.r an~ ehe 1••unJur.~•• Sb. t en 1. in tae

~08e~ .r taB pe~.on who pl&••~ t •• i&C the~••

A CUIJUB _~AG 1. ueuall, ..~e or unile&.he~ 40uetia without an:!' fiev••

o~ .t~1pe.,&n~ t1e~ 81th an ol~ le&th.~ et~1nc.It .0nt&1n.:p1e.e. or hi.an

ha1~,ehe.p wool,bo~... h&1~,ionee,teeth,.pl1nte~.of p1n.,p&~t1.1•• of..n~

8&1 t &n~ r.~ pepper, er&1n. ot .o~n,whe&t,p1e••• ot etraw,&ni abu.k., eW1nc.,

&.he. &ni leapil&.k.

The .,ete~7 .t the OUIJUR _~AG fill. it With & pe8ul1u 1nte~••t,..n &ni

wo..n too,haTe i.en known to pin. &"1 an~ i1. un~er the illue10n that th.,

h&Te ieen JunJUJ'.~.

Ioth1nc .oul~ 1n~••• & ne~o to kill & .&t,&e th., think th., h&TII n1n.

11Ye. &n~ &. otten &. 10U kill .ne ,1twill .... i&.k ani haunt 10U.
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Tile, often .e&l' le..tll.r .trinl••roun4 th.ir wri.t••iut &1'. e_81.,.

wilen ..ake4 .11,.

At tile fir.t .all of the .hip~oor_.ill .... in til••prin"tlle •.uperti ti.u.

necro,.ill take .ff IIi••o..t.turn it wronl .i4e ovt.to irinl hi. 1004

lv.k.So.. of tlleir .uper.tition••1'••• follo•• :

If ,our rilllt h..n4 it.Il•• TOU .re ,oin, to .Ilake ll..n4. witll ••tr..n18r:

if til. left Il.nd .you .ill reo.iTe either .. letter 01' • pre••nt.If either

toot it8he. TOll .Ul walk on .tr..nl8 croun4.

Iben the rilht e&1' iurn., .o_one i. epeakinl 1004 .iout you, the lett .rtl.

·lben de equin.h 0.1 holl.r. in de tore part ot the nipt.Aunt lIuld,

.oul4 .,·4.. t i •••hore 81en ot 4e.th.1Ln .hen .. houn4_ D., ho.l .n

1., n ..t ot hia i ••k_it8 • 81,n .0•• iodT pin to ie l ..id out eoon.When

,ov dr.p til. 41eh_l'a1 .0aeio47 .hore ia .ollinl h.rncr, .ne. i. 101'118 si,n•

• n I don••ee4 •••0_ to pa••••

Tb9 hor88_.hoe i. h.ld ••1'84 t.r 1004 lu.k,.n4 their f.ith i ••tronl

in it. rtrtur••Tbe, lI.nl it OTer th.ir 4001'••n4 in other pl•••••ta.,
.i.h to i rinl lu.k.

The, ho14 the r ..iiit foot in cr8.t ......hi.h .,eter, .till l ••k••

• ti8f...tor7 e~pl.nation.It i ••on.idere4 i.4 lv.k tor. r.iiit to 81'1••

your pAth l.te in the .tt8rnoon.Th. foot fro. the l.tt hin4 1., ot •

r.iiit .... pt in • cr&Te' 7&1'4 ia • cr8&t .hu••n4 irin,. 1004 luek te-
the .ear8r .When ••quirrel .ro••e. the 1'0&4 in front of yov.,our Jovn.,

.ill i ••f ••

The88 .n4 aan, other .uper.tition•••1'0 10014 as 40.. in ~l••k w..., ••
••iin in til. ·quarter.· on the 014 pl.ntation n."r Ourr, •• Station.

Thi••1001" ... to14 .. i, Kr. J.II.L..ne,

Tall.4el&. Al••



• willi.... alliao••
Editorial D.partme.'.

(Ill" dl-~+f)

Although the atridaa at r.ligion. m.dicin., muaic and .ducation

haT. be a. 11 ttl. ahort at lIliftculou. during the pe..t ta. year•• tha ain

at.r .hado.. at .up.ratition atill pravalant in aom••aotion. at Alabaaa

haTa baan proportionataly ala. in littin••

sorcary ia atill practicad in the Mconjura countryM. in the aouth

aa.tarn portion at Alab.... and "hill billi ..Mat tha mountainaua ragion to

tha north ••aar by weird r.adia •• tanta.Uc aur•• and doubttul h-.ling.

halldad do troa a dim and di.tant paat. But the Black B.lt, oompriaing tha

All in

tollo•

.uparIB tural

their own raoa by any /Ill an••

~;:t~~ o~ n N'l intellaot.hite

at
A

contined to mambara at

numbar at

notpo_r••

and tind

..at cantral counti .., ..intaina the aam. ariatocratic air at alootn.a.

cbarectariatic ainoa enta-ballum daya. whila Alabamiana at tha ramaining

aaatarn and cantral parta ara occupiad with manutacturing or agriculture

11 ttla timt to ~~;:;. r on good and bad amana.
~ 4-~

toothlaa. nagro orona. who prota.a

-1 hOTal. hopatul at tinding a panaoea tor ill.,

domaatic ditticultia. and eTen adTica on highly tachnical commaraial

plazitie•• Such recognition naturelly till. an illiterate oonjurer .ith a

teeling at ••elled 1IIlportance .Dd the taa tor .uch aarTica automatically

aoara to ne. heighta.

'!'ha abiding ta! th ",ma. folk manitaat in root•• harb•• Tim.,
, .. ().r • ~ ~~,

bird. and baaata, ia aa amuaing a. it ia amazinc. Stranga
unh_rd at

• and oonoocuonalin tba pharmaoauUcal paatla in an enlightanedmixtu

.oil,

• ildarna •• trail. to di

era. are diligently atirre4 batore lmaen.. tireplacaa aDd then applied

in till mid.t at myatartal ritual •• •
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An innoo.nt and uneu.p.oting rabbit i. tak.n captiT. 801.1y

to .eour. a .ingl. hair from hie tail, or a frog i ••aorifio.d to he.

ten r.tard.d nature. 1'10 .p oi•• of fi.h or ga.. indig.nou. to the .tat.

oon.ld.ration involv.d in the traneaotion

•••m. immune from preoti

w tb-1:And

blaok magio

II11ll! • 'lb. mon.tary

.p.ll'. potenoy.

within

a.x•• , and gr.at numb.r. froa the army of the unemploy•••ho want .oa.

A aurpri.ing mlmb.r of palmiete_--they re••nt b.ing oalled for

tune tell.r. enymore---heTe found the larger oiti•• of Alabama .urrioient

11 profitable to e.tabli.h a year round .tend. Other., belonging to • rOT

ing itinerant ola•• , make .top. laating rram a •••k to a month .n rout•

• loridaw,.a to ••oape the rlgors of wlnt.r. 'l~i. motl.y orowd, u.ually a

ourioue mixture or Engll.h and Iriah with a generou••prink1ing of Gyp

atea, he. diaoard.d flamboyant hor.a-drallD ..gona a.

tation in raTor of high-pow.r.d automobil ••• women attend to- -Ll,." , ,...,

invariably of a meohanioel bent, piok up odd joba

eoo~Jo&

~h••a trav.ling group. live in portable t.nt. alwaye pitoha4

on eit•• in the oounty juet b.yond the okty limit. to aToid paym.nt of
pala

prohibi UTe lio.n•••• A large )paint.d ° nn. and augguUT. of

oirCllla art, .howing lin.. running in .T.ry direotion, i. poated at a

nntage point wh.r. it may b••ae111 .e.n by pae••r.by. ~h.n there
o

adT.rU.em.nt. in..rted in the n•••pap.r. em "T.rel thou_n4. or "all

"give away card." printed and di.tributed from hou.. to houae to "drua

up· trad••

Falmi.t. appeal to ooupl•••hoa. matrimonial blia. ba. d.Tia
,.,v

t.d rrom it. oour•• end gone on the r ••t.l 10T.-..itt. Tiotima of both

~:A"ooo
tangible idea if, end .b••, th.y'll go baok on the payroll. °l'h.n tilt r ......

"tho.. &nnoua to r.OOT.r loat or .tol•• artiol••• Ii.gro .. are auao.pti-



ble to reading. a. are maUT ot the poor white laboring,

i.tance. are not ran whareill oeleb~Ue. and

though

g.. ot weal til

ha"e Iarted with .urpri.ing .ura. on promi .. ot "learning .OD nn. you'll

be migbtl7 glad to hear .." v
baleUu:e. the.. RJldering reader••uggeet tlw u.e ot diT1ning

rod. a. an aid in tba looatioll ot imagined trea.ure buried on tla pr_

1... ot p .olle they ha"e ".potted" tor .wind•• '!'he tir.t and mm t im

portant detail, ot oour.. , 1. to pleoe a oertsn number ot ·pieoe. ot

ell the prooee. ot .pading up earth commencea, the

re"ina. intonllllnt i. rolling _ rri17 on hi. -7 to a w de.U. tion.
A ~·.r ..A/ ---

( /' No .ea.on i. without It. compl~ent ot .uper.tition•• The.e ba-

gill on iiew Year'. J!:Ye aIll gallop down the calendar to t;hri.tma. Day•

• eat r doe. not intervene. !n taot, .ome ot the mo.t popular .upar.tit
.Il/

ion. draw hea"ily on rain and wn.hine. 1'lD1' are they a re.pec1jbr ot .elt,

aolor or ane4 aId are e"er pre.ent trom the oradle to the graTe. -'
Ample pro"i.ioll has beell made tor the intan;..~;:-:f'-"~~f""'~~',...,,,,,,,~
lIe"er cut a bab7'. tingernaila or it. l' di. betore r

the age ot aiz IIOntha. J. hat ahould not be plaoed on a child'. head, nor
, ",

to look into a mirror a. the.e thins- are aonduoi"e to bad
s.+

opell a liTe tro. and tie it to the little tellow'. neak

or rub hi. gum. with the .till .ara b~in. ot a rabbit, and teething come.

eaaier• .llUt, it a baby teeth. early, he i. making way tor the arriT8l or
"a ne. brother or .i.ter.

'thra.h, or .on mouth, ne d oaUM no olara. bimply bre. tea ot

Iline a.w lug. and ha"e the ohild drJ.Dll: it. It this taU., it 1. bo at to
1\ I

.elld tor a graDUT woeell who wlll ar~.. two .tiok. in hi. mouth, utter

.018 gibberi.h and a cure will haTe been atteated. A male born atter hi.
{J/

tatll8r'. deeth oan breath lIlto the movtll ot an intallt attlioted with thrash
"



••
•

Cl.
and cau.a a cure. noweTar, it .uch a child i. no~ , giTa ~ha

oud, wind a ballot wool
"

ailing young. tar ..Tan eip. ot 1I8tar. trom ~he haal ot a .hoa tha~ baa
~

ba.n worn by ona who wa. born atbr~ tathar d1a1 and tha raaul~.

will ba just a. aatlataotory•

..and a hor.a.hoa nail into a rine: to preTant rhallmetiGl. "hoop

ing cough may ba preTanbd by awallowine: thraa mall 11va miDDon. J.Dd to

1l0~ da.pair ot war'•• It you .a. ~wo par.on. rlding the .ama hor.. , wi.h

,,-. nrt. ott on tha "hind" or .aoond ridar, and thay w111 Tani.h Oftl'-

'l"ha an1mal aagla has no' b..n
....-~c,Ar....,

"hen a cow i. mada .ick by

\braad tighUy od try i' in ho' lard and bave ilo..y ...llow i ,. Gunpow-

dar aDd raw maa' tad to a dog maka. hia aaft and it you cut; ott t;he tip

loa and it you kill a toad your oow will go dry.

I

ot the caun.'. tail, burying it; undar t;he tront; door .tap., ha' 11 navar

.tn1aal. oan 1ialk at; midnight; on Chridma. n ••

Ir a rabbi' cro .a. ~ha road to your lItt;, bad luck i. in the

ottine:; it '0 tha right, good luck i. in .tore. It you are tha tir.' par

aoa a ca' look. at; at'er "lickine: hi••alt", you ara going to be .rrial.

iou'll contraot; a headacha by nlking througll a placa wh ra a hor.a wal-

-a.....::t _ J...A. • Jt.
A whippoorwill' ••inging near a houaa i. warn1n~

~.oon. It a han orow. lika a roo.tar, kill har, or thare'. bad

tor your tamily. ~'appine: on ant;. or .pidar. wl11 cau.a raia.
'"" 'I ""' ,......

no mora raia tha' day when thay bring dirt;

ou t ot their hoI•• 'i:ha cry ot a r in orow durine: a drough' .aan. reill'.

00 a •• '1'0 kill a .nan and hallg 'ha raptila'. body 011 'ha tanoa, Will

br1ng raia betora nigllttall.
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Into..- home, 1 t 1. a good oaR. A YO\1ll8

ladT wearlng a d~e•• the .ame oolor a. the butterrly'. may paT a .1.lt

ere the day baa wane«.-° .top the eerle booilng ot a .oreeob owl In the

the tlre
-~

ora hooUna

t oro..lna

Into
I

.lIlt In It
'"7-

a .ho.el wlth .ome

flue. tor .while.

dead ot night "pu

place to r maln In the

tbat night.

bad luck can be cau ..d bT way. other th.n a ~l.ck

w It~tll nlghttall to c rry out ••he••

or .(li·one

path.

t ' • courtlng dl ...ter to count t~

- I"....he tlnger u_d In counting

wlll dle it

1"uner 1 corte.. •

~
To take the

•

rlnge ott one'. tlnger cau... heert trouble. it the ploture. are not

turned to the wall atter a death, .ome other me ber ot the tam1ly w1ll

die.

I.e 0 utiou. bout throwing bread into the tlre;
...""'...

wut re.ul t t i.

"to .pill .alt, oarrT a hoe through the hou.e or place

bad luak

.bo.. biBl-r

than head. alking und.r • ladder 1. bad bU.in... and breaking a

mirror year. ot bard luok.

Go luck maT be courted ta.orab17. "top. clock atter a death or

carry tbe lett blJl4 toot of a rabbit in a dde pocket. buokeye. will eut-
~ ....

tice it no rabbit toot 1. aftllable. '1'0 .ee a white boree _an.,..,-.

due tor a thrill by ..aing • red-headed girl. kONo.er, 1 t 1. good luak

to hang a hor.e.boe on a nail or drop a pair ot acl_ora and ha.e the

.tick up In the tloer.

henda aJl4 teet are oonaten ot

thing••





To drP'. at .arri.ge _am pa. au. 1n tamil)' wll1 beoome or1t-
"/'

ioall)' ill. A drpam ot mUdd)' w.ter allO ind10.te. illne•• or death. vre'.-
'=' ~

ia8 ot aak.. enemi.. ~ 0 kill th..e anake. in ,- dr_

••n. ,.. enraie. will be pl1m1n.ted.

\

It i. well to be obaervant.

d luak; it

.. shoet
f

diaappear ea .uddeJl1)' a. it oame.

o'olook on the tir.t da)' ot Ilia)',

1nd • pin wi th till ~ d toward
"l.

toward it'. goo d luok.",,",,* ••e
1

~~k to the .pparition will
.)N H-'

ld • mirror OTer a .ell .10 11

" "will a.. retleoted the image ot
I

•

tutura hu.baad; it a ...ket 1e ratleoiled, it maan. de.th.,
aom"'" .nd I 2 ... turn baok, • cro••Aon the ground

.ith _ toe am api 10 011 it tora retraoing

lad lUok.

.tep•• ott

~o tind • 10.10 .rtiole, .pit in lett hallA, tap 11; wi th t~

(

iRdex ti~r ot ~••r right haDd .nd, obaerTing the di otion it gat.,

chant:

"'>Pi 10, .p.t, .ho. me wh're I lost it .10."

tle.are at a blue gIIII lOegro. "'010 oJl1)' i. he • d.ngeroua oharacter

but hie bite i. a. po.aolu a•• rattl...It••

Super.tition. are intenoT.1l .ith aong., po_ .nd tradiUoDl helld

ed do ;a ia Al.b•••• lolll:lore i. replete itll th_. J:;4uoation hap gone.

10 ..,.. toward ellUghtlling.ll 01 to the t.llao)' ot t~ .. la-

Uet., )'et th e .re tho_ who perrin in te1l1ng or .uper.tition. 111 good

t.1th alld with an el ellt ot doubt a. to the1r relat1Te ..rit••

IN



Alabama

.-
A lot has

(

"loIountain Pe op1e ••
•

been said about "mountain people,~ut so

far as I kin see, we hain't so different f'rom other folks.
'1 We all come into the world the same way; we all

breathe the same air; even if it is het up and cooled off in

different ways; we all eat the same vittles - just cooked

different. A pot 0' biled cabbage, and a good crusty corn

pone tastes as good to us - and a sight better than cabbage

kivered with cre8lll sauce ,as they call it)and baked with cheese

grated over it, and put on the table in the S8llle fancy dish

it was cooked in, with 11t t1e bokays of pais ley all eround it.

Corn bread sticks .too) look a sight diffrunt, but have the s8llle

things in 'em as a corn pone.

Them things is all right, and tasty too, but it is the

same as a person who has had a stroke of bad luck he is mighty

glad to hev any duds that will keep him warm, and clean, maybe
•

and well enough to git eround but, after a sartin time passes,

ef he has used his time to any advantage, he dresses up more,

and looks better but ten to one, he don't feel no better,
•

maybe not as well.

When the folks on Lookout mountain, and in the vaH.ey

too, first come to this kentry, they moved in from Va., and

the Carolinas and a few 1'1"011I Georgy, but most uv the old

settlers went to Sand mountain, from Georgy and Tennessee.

When my family moved into Alabama ten families come

at the same time, from Barnesville, Georgy. In them times,

the roads was jest waggin tracks, over the thick carpet of

brown pine needles. On either side of the road was thick

woods, wi th the big branches wavn' in the high winds, snd the



-
pine trees moanin' so loud you douldn't scarcely hear yersel~

think, let erlone talk.

We wuz 14 days makin' that trip so the waggins wuz

kivered with thick, heavy sheetin', or canvas on some, fer

shelter and pertection too. They wuz ten uv those waggins

pulled by long-horned steers, rollin' erlong one after t'other.

The oxes' ~eet did not make much sound in the pihe straw.

I've 'seen many a parade since then, but nary a one that

looked so good to me, as that line o~ kivered waggins, pulled

by them patient, ploddin' oxen, with the tips of their long

horns glittering in the sunlight.

But best of all, wuz the faces sh1nin' outer them

waggins o~ old neighbors and friends goin' ter settle a new

kentry and take pot luck altogether.

We stopped and had dinner at Cave Springs, Georgy

and a might purty place it wuz. I hear they've got 'lectric

lights in that cave now, and people pay to drink ~rom that

spring, 'way back up in the cave but nawth1n' could be added

to make it look plumb like a picture' more than it did that

day those ten kivered waggins was drawn up around the cave,

with the thick walls uv green trees all around. That day,

the wind fairly sung through them pine trees.

All the animuls wuz wattered, and we all set around

and et the vittles that we had brought with us, all of our

own raisin'. Meat and raised breed, raised with hops grown

on a trellis out behind the kitchen and we had baked apples,

sDd sweet potato biscuit we had hoochelers, the cling-stone

peach, peeled thin and dried whole; and the seed flavored it
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fine, when it wuz cooked and I still remember them pampadood

les bread dropped in boilin' fat, and fried a golden brown.

We never knowed a thing in them days 'bout bringin'

home a meal in paper sacks. Any settler woulder been ashamed

ter show his face to have to borry, er buy to feed a neighbor.

Ths settlsrs lived plain, and worked hard, but we

allus had somethin' to divide.

At Cave Spring, we sat around and talksd an' planned

until the moon riz and the road wuz light as day but I re

collect now how keerful we wuz thet nobody saw the moon over

his left dhoulder fer that shore would have brung bad luck.

These folks who talk so much about "helpin' the

mountain people," MaDy UV 'em don't stop to think how maybe we

don't look with favor on the same things. The very things

they value the highest may rate pretty low with us and vicey
•

vercy as we used to say in the old Blue backed Speller.

llountain people stick together, clannish sOllie calls it.

But we mighty nigh know that blood is thicker'n water and that

Bible verse about "He that sheds man's blood, his blood shall

be shed,· is as good a law's we want.

Those furriners who ride through the mountains in

their fine cars, with their drivers dressed up like a police

man, er an army captain call theirselves tourists call the

mountains "grand,· and "gorgeous" but to us they mean a lot

more thsD that they're a livin' part uv us. Theye time s that

they're kivered with blue-grey clouds and look so sullen, you

watch fer red sparks to fly. Then theys days when the sun-

•
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light falls like gold with soft shadows that turn the big

rocks black, again the bright green moss. Then, in the Fall

al~ the leaves change color, and the hills seem alive.

But the best is on an early mornin' when the highest

peaks rear against the sky with its soft changin' colors like

pearls er roses and the mornin' bree ze comes up, and the dew

is in the air, and the birds flutter and chirp and begin to

sing. Then the first rays uv the sun slip over the peaks.

There wuz a time when folks wuz lonesome in the

mountains. No roads through the winter fitten to travel, no

schools fer the kids never see nobody outside the family fer

weeks and months. But them times is gone all changed. The

State and County done part uv it, but the biggest change all

through this kentry, is what President Rosyvelt and his woman

has done fer us. Folks said Mrs. Rosyvelt went allover the. ~

kwntry to see what all the folks needed to help to whatever

job they had, in the best way it could be done.

One uv those travelin' furriners dropped a paper

once, and I seed in it a picture uv two miners diggin' down

underneath the ground, and one uv 'em looked up and said,

-Gosh, there comes Mrs. Rosyvelt."

I never held with women knowin anythinl much, about

their !!l/In's affairs, but I think this is one case where the

meddlin' of the President's woman has been a mighty good thing

fer the kentry. Fer mountain folks fer Valley folks and fer

all the folks.
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.... "IiOW ot loterao. street nah. tbat 'Ile aa4 her hIl.h...,1 II.U.... la

the tIllap tbat _·t II••xpla1ae4, 1a taot, ab. ctn..... raJ. ,""perino•• ot

th.t....-

.., poudIlother up la 811.1bJ .0uatJ to14 .. aa4 I it·. tho truth, tbat

l.h ot .illbh •• '4 at. up II, a l.d aob.. .'4 let etraipt up &Del a real

01 woill II. 1Jia' at the toot ot tbe lIoel. _ ..'4 let tho 401 woul4 too,

Ull tIl_ 1le'4 Jut rull hboolt u I.ut lI.r &ad tllea II. woal4 ftIll.oII a_,.

roacla ..ill~ tbat ... a dp .t b&4 lu.t Ull ..et ot tile tWo atter -ial

oao .t th. 01'. ab.·4 ba•• llo4 lu.t·.

•• rl'O. relat•••

"tOW... let., hulw• to tat. a cat a-J ao ...._ tn aotll1a& __ h.

_,. it'l1 obo 1Ir1a& llo4 luot. 0Ile tWo I aA. hla take a .at ott·. tho table.

att ... tbat he •• takaa 4....1ot &Del Ute to 41••- He .,. that ... obi

tho r_.o. ot hl••1.tao••• •

.., Pa, •••• M lb. Sohllttort, h. lb.. 1& liholbJ .."lit,. ".11,
lila &Del • 7'. Iwl a bl h ••, .. thb • eOaJurocl , lila." _h. TIl••ah

to Pa I. ho • aa4 ..ltoel all 'rollll4 hh lIoel ODe atter tho .tIl... He lUocl .....

lOt til. t. 10 P&J".

Thor. b u .14 0&11aI 1a .l1ahua .. 1a other ah., til. lIeU.t orlc1aUac

la wopo, tbat 1t a b&Il, 10 1I0ra rith • nU onr It. ta.. tbat ohU4 rill baTe

.t .0Ida& 1I)"ri1o n.,. u • per... 18 ,.11 Ilarao., .t Cooper'.,

~lalw • 8... det_1a-law, • Jolla Sollatt.rt, sas ,.U st...Btll orr ct••• tho

t,Uoria&l

·SII. i. al.,. ., &ad UJth1q tbat h .CIld.a& to PO", ."eIl ..
cloath., .h. al_,. bIIlw it. TIl. 110 • t t .... lb•• 1& _, h aur Cooper..

.... thial' tIl_.
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reaov. rlne troa the t1ncer .111 oau.e h.

troubl.. It the plotur•• ln a home are not

turn.d to th.. 1 t.r a death, .0 e ot

the t l1T ot the deo.a.ea .111 tollow hla qulok

IT. 0 one n.ar to TaU .111 IU. 11' TOU oarrr

out a •• atter nllbt hal tall.n. • 1n an.r

d .111 al.o brine bath. It.o eon•••••p

und.r TOur t ••t TO wl11 .y.r aarT7.

An1aal. and blrd. h v. not been ov.rlooked

br th.. .r.tlt10u. .n a oow 10••• her oud

and blo me. 110k, t1'7 a ballot UIbt1r-wo nd

wool thrlllA ln lard, 1T. 1t to h.r, and aha wll1

b.oo e .11. Cut ott the tlp ot doa'. till,

d he will n.ver 1eav. ho... It a l' bblt orO"1

thl 1'0 1n tront at rou tro. rlcht to lItt, bad

luok 1. ln the ottln. Thl rlvlr.e hold true.

A Whlppoorwl11' ••1nalna nlar a hou.e .111

br1ne dl th, d a hen whloh oro•• 11kl roo.ter

wll1 b~1 b 1 ok. t. ereat w.ather

prophet.. In th.r oarrT 41rt out ot thelr hall.,

thlre wll1 b no ore l' ln 4url thl 4ar. You

oan a uee l' ln bT Itep lnC on an ant, or a ap141r,

or h e1 the 0 Oil at a .nake TOU hav. kl11e4

aoro•• tenoe.

I worr1.0 e elrll hoot at owl ln the

4ea4 at nlcht oan be .top ad bT a VI 11 1e

prooel known to the lnlt1at.. You plaoe a .hovll

wlth 10 I 'alt ln lt 1n the tlrepl a., n4 allow

U to re..ln 1n the t1 I' tor wtUe. theI'l
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wl11 be no lIore hootifIC·

e euardlns ot trlendeblp le dlttloult. It

TOU are walklns wlth a trlend, take oare n Yer

to 0 ound the oppoelte elde at a poet troa

hl. leet t ere hould be a qu rel, Meyer Clye

a trlend a nlte. The bon ot trlendehlp mq be

cut 1t TOU do. '1'0 prevent hauntlns .e.oriee atter

a trlend'e death, touoh hle oorp.e.

Dre e are ..peolallT .1 nltloant. A dre

ot ar lap ean. that. eon ln Tour t l1T wl11

beoo e orltloallT 111. A dre ot uddT ter

al.o lndioat.. 1ll.n8le, or poe lblT de tho You

baye eneaie. lt TOU dre ot.n e'. But lt, ln

the e.., TOU kill the.n e., T ur ene.le•

• 111 be ellmlnated.

It 1••ell to be ob.ervant, tor .oae .1en'

a&1 e.o you. It you tlnd a pin with head

toward you, TOU are oertaln to haye bad luckI it

l' 11 polnted aW&7 t II you, TOur luok w111 be

1004. A airror he14 oyer a well at 12: o'olock

on the tlr.t de)' ot &7 w111 retleot the 1

ot TOur tuture hueb d or.te, or 0 .ket, _hioh

toretell. TOur death. top, aake oro.e on the

Iround wlth Tour toot, 4 .plt ln lt, lt TOU e

toroed to turn b ok atter .tartl • eWhere.

Th1l ward. ott bad luck.

Be ar ot a 'bl .' Hl bite 1. a8

pol.onou. • that ot rattlesnake.

It TOU wleh to oa.t .pell oyer .0 e ene~,

co to tbe 'oonjure _ •• She will aue anT











( (

SUPEI'STITIO.IS A;o FOLKLO R.

The bl ck cat supersUUon of the .legro has passed down through
su~oeedlng generatlons of thelr raoe nd today 1 obeyed and respected
along wlth many other of thelr prl tlve bellefs.

If you are golng somewhere and a blsok 0 1. crosses the p th ln front
of you stop nd whlstle oall to the oat, lf 11. stop eno meows you
may contlnue your journey, but lf 11. runs away 11. ls bed luck for you
to ~o on ln that dlrectlon. ,

The _omen of the Al b m hl11 country use to pr ctloe thls prlmltlve
and superctltlous method of preventl bole-hlves on thelr sbles.
Take "lsnoer" and make a small 1 oeretlon ln the book of the lnt nt
as soon as born and draw out sever 1 drops of lts hlood and mlx th
thebreast-milk of the mother. 01 rt • _ e baby ln dosor,ee
of flve drope at enter ls Or three ours untl1 three do es have heen

ven.

(
The le 0
hls wrlst
pr cUcln

believes t.he
wl11 prevent
thls c WltOlll

we ring ot a br
rheu:natlsm. One
or thelr roe.

oelet made of oopper
may see many Al b ma

'"Ilre around
negroes

one y see thelr future
mirror over a dug well on

fe or husb nd lf
the flrst day of

umarried by reflectlng a
ay.

•

"Aunt" Sally Tomlin of lker County, wes a devout bellever ln the
te chlngs of _ltohcratt. She alw y8 looked the doors nd fastendd the
wlndows to her home When she went to vislt with her nel hhors or to
town. She concealed the keys to her house under a stone near her home,

nd when asked why she dld tMs, she reel1ell, '0 To keep the tche way
. I'Ihl1e I 'm one~ Upon another occaslon Aunt" saUy 'Iomline "as seen
bol1ln~ her coln ln a wash pot, and when asked why she 1l1d that, she
replled that the money had been "bewitched"and she was destrolng the
evil splrlta. hen any artlcle of her loueehold as m1 1 lts 1l1s
sppe r nce un ocounted for,"the tChes~ accordl to the ellpr or
" unt Sally,"had 1. ken 11. away~

In F yette County, near the b s of 'ew Flver, 11v s a very old e~ro

m n ~~med Sl cCollum. Durin the Clvil ar old 51.belleved he and hls
master, ajor 'cCollum, would be killed by the Yankees, nd so prep r 
tory to his belleved exeoutlon, he hewed by h nd hls own coffln out of
the trun' of a huge a k tree.'I~e coffln wao dressell, n atly padded nd
11ned wlth the usal shroud. The negro 1 ld aslde from hls wa robe n
old dlscardpd dreos s 1. ln whlch he wlshed to be hurled. The sutt he
prlzed 00 hlehly had been glven hlm by hls m ster. the war ensued and
Fayet.te County h d a 1. ste of 11. from Croxt.on's ralllers. They m rched
on the cCollum plantatlon and kl11ed jor cCollum and hls dauphter.
The dau~hter dled ln a futl1e effort to proteot her father. The falth
ful negro houee servant, 51, barely escsped wlth hls 11fe. t bullet
cllpped hls ear a he ran nd eso ped lnto thp oode. Anll now after the
passlng of aeventy-four ye ra and a aad emory wlth old Sl of that
untorpet ble Ilay the Croxton raldera lnv dad the 'cCollum hallie and
m ered his meater and a ster'a d ~hter, the hand-hewPd coffln

walts the lnevitable d ath of lts m ker. It ls neotly kept ln the attlck
Dove the hed of the ged old negro.









2
,,

cure a 1 le h ir from his tbl1, or a fro ls cr flced to hastsn

l' t Iaed t .. re. 0 ;>ecles of fl h or £ e lndigellous to the state

seer.s i U e from racti tioner of black :::I':..lc. he monetary COII-

slderbtl n 1 volved ln the tn:n ctlon g u es a. s"ell's potency•

... sur r1s1 nUJ:lber of a lsts---they r .. te t bei ' called for-

tune tsllerc cny ors---he.ve foutld the arb r clties of labOJna suf

ficietlt y profit ble to establish 11 year round ste<1d. Others, be

10<1g! to. rovi g iti<1erant cl~Es, B£ke sto 5 lasti<1g fro a week

to a month e<1route to ~lori to esc e the ri~ors of .inter. .hls

ot ey crow ,Josua y a cur iO:.l5 r:ixt ure of E lish 8<ld ri h ith a

ge erous ~ri li of Gypsie , has aisc rded flEmboyent horse-dr 10<1

""60<111 as e me n of tr s,?orteti on i<1 favor or hi -powered aut ..-

mobiles. omen attend to arf lr of occult ture whi e their r:e<1,

i.variably of a nedhe,<1ical be<1t, 10!<' up odd job Hhi<1 their scope.

The e tn:.vellnl\ .,rou s live 1<1 portable ten ts lways it ched 0<1

si tes in t e count y jjl t eyond the ci ty limit s to avoid yment of

.,roh Hive lie ens s. '" larg" )alm painted 0<1 c <1v£'S and sugge ti ve

of circus art, nowi 1 nes running i<1 ev..ry iraction, is rosted at

v ta e 0 nt ,here it y' e e 11'1 s en by sser by. ne<1 there

"re advertiseIT.e<1ts inserted in the ne s .. .,en; B<1 sever~l thou u<1ds of

Sll:lBll "give a y car s" prl<1ted ti.lld d1 stri ut .. d from house to house to

rt rue u " tre..o.e.

Pe :lIi te a .,e.l to couples nose m trimonial bliss ht:s deviated

from its cUJorse d gone 0<1 the reefs; love-er itte<1 victi,.s of lx>th

86xes, End ~rb t numbers from the my of the unem loyed ho WE.<1t soI::e

tEngible idea if, d her.. they'll go b CK on the ?/iyroll. ~hen there

Bre those xious to recover 10 t or stole rticles. egroes are su 

ce tible to readi 8 as are ma<1Y of the poor white J. bori n cl ss, 11.1-

•
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though insta ces r e not ,rare wherei celebri ti es an d .,..rsonalOes of we 1 th

ha ve rted wi t h surprising .,un.,; on -,romise of "le rning SOOB ne s you'll

be mighty su to he~r."

o ti es the e wanderi:.g readers UILest the use of divini rcas

s a aid in the ocation of ima ed treasure burie on the remises of

..t'erso they ve "s! otted" for SNl dle. lhe fir t n<. "'0 t im_,ortE-nt

et il, of caurse, is to • lace a cert~in .nber of • )ieces of si lv.r ill

m a::.a • " cen the ~rocess 0 e rt co ences J the rovi

i fu ~nt s ro ...... ing ~el'rily 0 his•
I to a ne de ti ation •

hlle Wst y is the 0 t 0 u1£.rly acce ted methoCl of o~ern

1'e u.1 n J t i ut eC 0 to _rop e~ies ly deo.ucted from te and

ee UL S pOu d fro cu into saucer. Ct<ro. have ys been am-

~ed in deter ni good fortune or in predicting evils. Slate writing

th of fortune-telling which, has

an ouija boards COI::8 under the cl s ificution of spirt tualism, a sychic

pO'lfer more sedute and off the beate

comparatively few converts in Alabama.

cattered about the state are "re"o.ers" who have catered to eo le

romillent in society und everyday business life with the result they have

achieved considera.ble popularity and co and unulUal respect from those
,

who believe it possible to ull bE-ck the screen of present cay ruutine end

peer into the past or future. n C... era, bet"een ' ont goIDBry ana Birmi g-

ham, ia a wold8n ose ability na s received stat e-wio.e acc im becu se of

her n.e tal qutlities that su•• osedly tra.nsfc.rt: tJ::e mind of a ient into

an ope b~OK from wnlch ere t~e 2a ea t t alternate y b ffle, startle

and leave t e sUbject i a st~ te of bewilcer nt. -"Ilother auch re£.Qer is

in harn _nd ont o"",ry offer ye r roun.. resi e ce

to ot ers ho intein studios ope to the ublie.

t y be trut' fully aid that tha hb.ve Itera.:.ly been beaten to

tne ClOora of WOJ:;Bn who have the f culty to advise after y tic consulta-
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tions, f1 d they have been k own to offer ..roce ure into n:atters of busi

eSS!Jl !i1'feira of the t.e rt that have been follDl'led with every ebree

of succe a. ~.abare1ans, cultured end respected, seek these co sultations

Without trace of embarrassment or effort at concealment.

1:0 season ia i thout its com lement of supersti tions. 'hese begin

on New Year's Eve end gallop aown the culendar to Christmas Day.
•

eather

does not intervene. In fact, some of the ~ost popular superstitions draw

he vily 0 rain and sunshi e. ,or are they a res ecter of sex, color or

creed .nd are ever presen t from t e creole to the grave.

Ie rovision he s bee e for the inf& t in superstitious beliefs

among the ore ig orant classes.

ever cut a baby'S finger ails or it y ie efore reaching the age

of six months. hat shou d not be p aced a & chilli'S head, nor he be

pe itted to look into a n:irror as these thill£s are co ducive to bc.d teeth-
•

ing. Split open b live frog and tie it to the l6ttle fellow's neck or rub

his b s with the still W!irm brt.ins of a rabbit, and teethin .. comes ec.sier.

But, it a abby teethes ee.rly, he is aking ay l' or the erri v 1 of a new

brother or i ster.

Tttrr.sh, or sore l:louth, need cause a alenn. it:. ly brew tea of ni £1

asw bUba &nd he ve the ch i d rilll( it. f thi f&l1s, it ia best to aend

for a "granny lIOlIl&n" who il cross two ticlcs in his moutr., utter OIne

gi berian r. d e c~re VI 11 have been affected. A Ie born aft r his 1',,-

ther'a der.th can breathe into the mouth of an intant ilfflictea th thraah

and Cbuse a cure. However, if such e child is not aveilr.ble, give the

ailing youn..atar seven sips of tar from the heel of 11 shoe that ha a been

worn by one who woa born after ta f ther

aa aatiafactory.

ed and the results will be just

Bend a horseahoe noi 1 to r. r1 uS to ..,reven t rheumat • , 00 ing







Keep the e,es o~en fvr ~ yone usi

7

~ room. .0 sweep under the feet

eeAS one will Gever r y; if lre.. y wed, one III r:ever 1'b • .6.rry. To

sweep directly in frout of one eens his w~ .th is be.ng c rrien away.

Friennshi s may be gu rded. If ..lkin~ . th a friend, ever go on

either side of 8 ost lest there be a qu~rlel. ,ever hive ti knife as 8

present as it cuts your friendship in twain. To touch the corpse of a

friend reclude. the ossibility of haunting ffib aries.

Tue 1n a c the rein .la· their re.~ective roles in suyer titian.

If the s~n shi e_ uuring l' 1 , this is indic tio the uevil is whip-

pir: i wife and it is a sure sien t ere' 1 be r~in on the orl~W lso.

eein- n Aew mOOIl for the fir t ti e th 01.';; 1 shrub ery is a ted ome •

i l< S01 a whell it thundIors d a turtle ur cra.fish .ill not .et go uAtil

a rumble of thu er. If sitting un a fe ther ed or with feet in e bowl of

• tel' uuring e sto~, lie tning i.l ot strike you. and:

"Rainbew i tie r:l rnin", sailor. tekcl wurning,
aillbow at ni~ht, s ilor's delight."

lt is i ~urt&nt to

iter;> etatio s.

Y clo ~ at,ent on to ~reeCA for ell have their

To dre of marri~be an s ao eo e i t e f Y i 1 eCOffie crlti-

call.; ill. ree::! of mudc.y tel' lso indic tes illness or e tho

_rclaming of snaKes ill.uic tes ene es. ':0 kill t .• ese sna .es ie a dreE>Jll

means the ene ie will be el.Lcrun ted.

It is well to be observ .It. Findi i i th the head t071ard the

finaer is b_d luck; if the oint is toward t e finner, it's uud luck.

T e person saeine e ghost ann yet bold enough to s stik to t.e ap eritioll.

will find it isfippear es su enly 3.S it calLe. The holder of a mil' or

over e ell nt 1_ 0' clock or: Ie first ne of '/iY, wi 11 see reflected the

iIrbe.e of er f:..A. ture u t, •. ; if c s~et is ref ecte ,.t e seth.

1 e .c t..tlul ... ell. t. Cl O~5 e c ~ t e i t ~ t e
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It be ore retrncin the ate"• wi~l ar uff 0 Q UOI< •

To find a lost artiCle, 69it in the left hand, ta~ it ith the in-

dex r n e1' t e r is t d, obaerv n t"e .i.Lrection it £,oea, C . t:

",;:, it, oJ. t.

ew re f a

.ow e ere lost it at."

ro"a oharaoter

but _a bi te is ea .t;)oi&o uU.a a& 6- rat tlean ke.

"u. er t ... t io are int lllDve with on a , oems ed. traditio a heeded

i Alat Fo re re et with t e Eduo_tion o e a
• • ••

10 way. to erd ell _t i g 11 01 ea a a to t~~e 1'tl.ll oy of theaa be-

(
iefa, t tte e re thiJ e no ar ist in talli of a er ti tiona i good

f' ith and til n ele ent f ..Lt a t t,eir relative erit •

•

•
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Omens of Death

Superstitions and customs concernin the Disposal of the dead.

~early every ordinaty act presages Dire Disaster.

1. While the corpse is in the ho',se the looking-glass must be
turned toward the wall; otherwise whoever looks in the mirror
will die within a year.

-2. ::"he cloak ShO'lld be sto:n,ed at the time of death, as its running
will brinz ill-luck.

3. To leep the cor~se in the house over ~unday will bring deatb in the
fa",ily before the year is out.

4. If the grave is left open over ·...C1nday ar.other dea~h will occur
the next SundEly.

5. If rain falls into an open grave another bllrial ir the sar.;e
cemetery ,-,ill occur wi th in three days.

,
1

"

6. A co=on saying is "F.appy the corpse the rain falls on".
it is said that if rain falls at the ime of the funeral
aien that the dead man has gone to heaven.

"'hus
it is a

(

7. If a hearse is drawn by two wbite horses death in the neighborhood
will occur within a month.

8. To dream of a white horse is a si n of death.

9. It is unlucky to pass through a funeral either between the carriage
or mourners on foot.

10. If anyone comes to a funeral after the procession starts another
death will occur in the sar.e ho',se.

11. Whoever cOlmts the carria~es at a passing funeral will die wi~hin

the yea.r.

12. The corpse ~Jst not pass twice over any part of the same road.

13. The funeral procession must not cross the river.

14. It is un111Cky in a funeral for those )resent to repass the house
where death has occ'lrred.

15. 'Snterin" the c'1ureh before the mourners means death to some of the
entering party,

16. The person on whom the eyes of a dying person last rests will be
the first to die.

17. The last naffie a dyinS peraon calls is the next to fellow.

18. If 3 persons look at the same time into a mirror one will jie
within the year.





THE MYSTERIOUS HUSBAND.

Many years ago, soon after Clarke county was established, and new

settlers were coming in rapidly, among them came William Walker with his

famj ly and settled at the place now called Walker spring.

Here, by the side of a much traveled road he built a tavern for the

accommodation of the many travelers then passing through, naming his

establishment The Roadside Inn.

In those days travel was slow and sometimes di4lficult, and as th4

traffic increased by reason of the influx of added new-comers, the bus

iness of The Roadside Inn grew in proportion accordingly.

Among the members of the Walker family were severa.+ daughters, one

named Elizabeth, a very pretty girl, and it is concerning her life and

experiences this story is written.

In many sections and among certain classes an old belief existed

that girls of marriageable age could see the image of their future hus

bands face by looking down into the water of a dug well under certain

conditions. The attempt must be made at the hour of noon, on the first

day of May, and the method employed was the use of a mirror held over

the well in such a manner as to cast a reflection on the surface of the

water at its bottom.

On such an occasion, Elizabeth with her sisters, were trying the ex

periment when suddenly she became excited and almost swwoned, saying

she had seen clearly the image of a man's face looking up at her '20m
the surface of the water below. For a time the girls were quite thrilled

over the outcome of their observations, but as the older members of the

family treated the matter lightly, the incident was soon forgotten by

all except Elizabeth, to whom the experience had occurred.



•
-2-

Time passed, and one d~ a stranger on horseback approached the

Inn and applied for lodging for the night. When Elizabeth saw him

she iJIInediately recognized his as the face she h.:1 seen in the well,

and so informed her mother. Again the matter was given little thought

and the daughter was told it was merely a day dream. However, she
•

insisted his was the face ahe had seen so clearly.

Afterward the stranger passed through frequently, alw~s lodging at

the Roadside Inn. rather handsome chap, he was apparently a mantof

means as he seemed at all time to be well supplied with money which he

spent freely, and rode a splendid horse. He gave hia name as Collins,
and his busfness as a trader, dealing in land, live-stock and slaves.

In the course pf time he and Elizabeth fell in love with each other,

which culminated in their marriage a few months after his first visit.

Thus came to pasa the event foretold by the incident of the image seen

by her in the well.

Following their marriage she accompanied him to their new home in-
north Alabama, where he continued his activities as an alleged trader.

But his failure to present her to neighbors, or to invite them to visit

her, or to even introduce her to his friends, aroused her suspicion, and

led her to the realization that something was amiss and all was not well.

His business called him away on supposedly long trips during which

he would be absent for days - even weeks at a time. Otherwise he treated

her well, and continued to be free with his money of which he appeared

at all times to be well sup?J.ied. While she did not fully understand

these things, his explanations of his periods of absence, together with

he faith in and love for him, caused her to overlook much she could not

understand.

In a little more than a year following their marriage, twin boys

were born to them, and though Collina was still absent much of the time,
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the twins were to her a source of comfort, and a means of dispelling in

part her 10IEliness besides occupying pleasantly much of her time.

While absent on one of his numerous and to her mysterious trips, one

day a party of men rode up to the porch of their home where she and her

babies were seated. The men were armed and inquired of her if Jim cope

land lived there. She in:formed them to .the contrary and told them she

and her husband, named Collins lived there and that he was absent at

that time on business.

After talking with her a short While, making inquiries concerning

( her husbands business they rode away. presently, one of the party re

turned and explained that he was a neigbbor, and while he bad been im

pressed with her previous statement, he was of the opinion still, that

her husband was none other than Jim copeland, a member of Murrell's

band of outlaws, and tbe posse who had just lett were seeking bim and

would certainly capture bim eventually. He advised ber to return to her

people in Clarke county.

fter considering the matter seriously, snd in view of past events,

she concluded the neigbbor bad in:formed ber correctly, so she and the

twins returned to her father's house, the Roadside Inn.

One nigbt some montbs later, while she was absent visiting a sick

neighbor, the twin boys were left in charge of an old negro lIIa.y. The

old negro was familiar with the history of Kiss Elizabeth's unfortunste

marriage, and had been given instructions to allow no one in the room

where the babies slept. But during the nigbt Jim Copeland came back to

Clarke county and to Roadside Inn to see his wife and their sons.

His arrival and request to see them greatly frightened the old

nurse, but assuming a bold front she said: "NOW lolistah Jim, you go on

away, 'cause Miss 'Lizabeth dont never want to see you no mo'." But
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while palmistry is the most popularly acc.pt.d m.

thod of al .rn r.ading, it is but an .cho to proph.~es solemnly de

ducted from t.a and coffee erounds poured from cup into ~auc.r. ~arde
'V'w t:-

have always been employ.d in det.rmining good fortllIJl ortl'

inlJ evil. .late writing and ouija boards come under the cla ..if-

ication of spiritualiam. a p sic power

Which, while

more s.date and off
~.... V

......~ compar tiv.ly

the beat.n

f.w con-

•

Scattered abPut~~~
I

"are r ad.r. who have catered

to p.opl. promin.nt i. society and everyday bu.in.s. lif •

with the r ••ult th.y have achi.v.d consid.rable populaxlty and command

unusual re.~ct from those who b.li.ve it po••ibl. to pull back the

routine and peer into the past or tuture •
.I - ~-N( u,.' '"is a whose ability ba. received state-

wide acclaim b.ce~se of h.r m.ntal ualiti •• that suppos.dly tran.

form tbl mind of a olien~ into an op.n book from hid! are tak.n page.

t t alt rnat.ly baffle, .tartl. ane

stat. of bewildermant.

while Dirm1ngham and ontgcmery offer

-

~aIe the eubject

'"euch r.ad.~ near

year round r.d de e to 0 there

who maintain studi open to the public •

.l t may bl. truthtully aaid tha1; plJ;hs have 11 terelly

b.e. bea t.n to the door. of women who 1m ve the faculty to ad-

vkae aft.r mystic consultation., and they bav. b.en known to offer

proc.dure into matter. of budne.. and affair. of tbl h.art tla t have

been followed with .v.ry d.gr.e of .ucc•••• Alabemiana, cultured and

r ••p.cted•••ek these conaultation. without trace of .mbarre ••ment cr

effort at conc alment.



"SUPERSTITION

Yrs. Belle stewart.

VOODOOIS "

Levi D. Shelby, Jr.

TusDumbia, Alabama.

Years ago, back in slavery and after slavery, people didn't

believe in anything but conjurism and voodooism. A few white folks

believed in it, but all of the colored folks believed in it

because they had been taught that by the white. folks. The white

folks didn't believe in it, that is the biggest majority of them

didn't. They knew that they could scare the colored people so

they wouldn't run away. The colored people believed everything that

the white folks told them that's why so many of them are sJlPer-

stitious today. After the war when the colored folks were free

( some of them called themselves "Witch Doctors", and some of them

made good maney at it. People would go to them and pay them a

big sum of money to fix somebody for them. Plenty times I've

heard of the witch doctors doing something to somebody.

Once a woman thought her husband was courting, so she went

to the witch doctor to have him fixed. Some more folks saw her

when she went to this place and they began to whisper, that man

sure had better watch out because his wife is visiting the

witch doctor. About three days later the man got up and ate his

breakfast and went to the field. He stayed in the field about

an hour and then came home sick. e eent for the doctor. When

the doctor got there and examined him he couldn't find the

trouble. He asked the man what he had eaten. The man told the

doctor what he had eaten for breakfast. Then the doctor asked

what he had been drinking and the man told the doctor that he

hadn't drank anything but some water. The doctor asked for the
•

•

drugs of the water and poured them in to a bottle and went away

The next day the doctor came back with the bottle that he had

carried the water away •1n. The doctor held the bottle up and

said, just like these snakes are working in this bottle so are



1n th1. man and there i. nothing that loan do toare the,.

get t em out.

•

t 1t _e that th woman put 1n her hu.band.

water I don't know. but he oerta1nl~ died two day. later.

Another t1.e I reme ber that a lad;,. _. Jealou. ot her

hu band and .he went to the witoh dootor to haTe u... The

mattre.. and .leep with 1t there

dootor told her to et eome ot hi. hair and PIIt 1 t between the

tor three da,.. and her hu._and

wo1&14 be 00 letel,. under her oontrol. Thie lad;,. went hose and

that night wh11e her h .band _. .leell ehe out eom ha1r out ot

th mole tt hi. head and ut 1t between the • ttree. and lett

1 t there ~ r three day.. Atter the three day. the wo_n had her

( hu.band

fluId.

nder her control ju.t 11ke the doctor told her ehe

Color' tolke haTe alwa,.. tarmed tor the1 r IiTi ng. I remember

when I was a girl that eome ot the tolk. would bur,. a trog

on hi. head b,. the aide ot an oak tree and three ,.. later 1

it would rain. Some toIle. think that r1ght now it the,. bury a

trog on hi. b,. an oak tree or k111 a .nake and turn him up

on hi. baok that it will oau.e 1t to ra1n.

It a man or a wo_n tho <;ht that 11011I8 bod;,. wa. coming to

hi. or hor house while he or .he _.n't at home. the,. would•

bur,. a or10ket under the dooretep. to .top a~ one trom T1.it-

ing thea while they _.n't at hoa,. Lot. ot .en u.e to do thi.

1t the,. had to work Ter,- tar trom ho.e where the,. oouldn't

_toh. I kno that that didn't keep no bod;,. troa ooming to a

_n di that one time beoa ee he thou htpereone ho .e. beoau.e a

that hie wit. wae oourti • but the _n that _ • oourting hi.

wite neTer .top~ed oomin to hi. houee b t the man that buried

the oricket under the door.t ll. thou~ht that hi. wite qlit court

1nc and he neTer thou 11t ot her ooutUng no more. but ehe didn't

quit.



•

If a per.on nt.d to I' n you orasy, ~ 1 they

•

d to do -.
10 .IU'" of your 11' and pat it II 10"0 Indian h.ad penniee

nd put 110 up OTer the door and 1nate. day. you uld So

0ra&Y. It they dn't put y.ur hall' betwen two Indian head

•

pennle. they oould take 110 to the riTer and thro" 110 In. It 110

tloated down the stream and didn't So to the bottolll you "0 1d

ora~, but lf 110 went to the bottom yoa "oJld learn to 11ke 10

Another .aper.tltlon that a lot of ••ople bell.T. ln today

1., lf you .tart somewhere and T. to turn aro nd 110 1. bad

1 ok and yo~ wont et er. yoa .tarted, lt yo dont an

'X' nd 10 en .plt In the oenter of the 'X' _oer. 110 oro•••••

It a per.on hL. t. ..10 take bi. to an oak e and

rk bi. hetshth ap againet the 10 e. Then take

the 01. of hi. hM4, bore a hoI. one lnoh abOTe the _I'll: on

the tree and p~t hi. hair ln the hol., hen the per.on gro..
h.

up to where the 11' 1. ln til. tree elf will be oured.

It an 0,,1 hoot. ln the night .0 e bo~ 18 .are to 41••

only to pr.T.nt any ona fro ~lns 18 b)' placlng an

lron poker ln the tlre.

will tollow he 0111.

• will run the 0,,1 awa)' and the 0 n

opl. haT. alway. worn bra•• nd oopp.r to k ep fro. haT1~

tha rheuIII.tl_. "011I. p.ople wear a dime around thetr anlcl.. to

k. p any bo~ tro. oonJurlng thea 01' hoodoolng th._ a. ollie --.y.

If a 1'00.10.1' 01'0.. ln th tront door b.tor. breakfa.t .0.

er 1. oomlns to the hou.e betor. the 4&)' ••••• It a .pld.r

oome. down 10 e _11 lnto the hou.. a .tran. er 1. ooming to the

ho ••• To nal1 a hor.. .hoe upeld. down OTer the tront door

will ke p all b d 1 011: and *lok... away tro. the ho ee.

It per.on look. 10 o· b a tork lnto a wi 1'1 wlnd he oan ••e



the devil. They eay that if you drop a dish rag somebody in

the house is hungry or else somebody is com! ng to the house.

People shouldn't be so foolish as to think that some body

can do something to you anless they feed you something. If some

one feeds a person something they should know that they will be

siu, but unless you eat something you don't have anything to

worry about, that is so far as hoodooing is concerned.


