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Mary Hines snd Fumlly (Negroes) Anrde L. Joumem
Atmoye, Alabama Teoaabian County
- Teachsrs

i = .
. - & b I’ﬁ-_:r

p -

Nary Ainea 18 the mother of nine ghlldren, Tour of whom are
dsnd. lacns, e oldest, 1s married and l1ives in Dothsa, vhere she
rw SBochane Her othsp four davnghters ares glse teaghing, Ilona,
Hvrtlcs sadl Panline t6sL rAGrD | sl atar At Jowme whills nmtl‘y Leaches

-

n Coludisa. Alabamn, he youngnet ehild, Jaia Yealey 12 o421) In
"'-“h ."'M’.Q
tnce e girls are profesionsly ssployed, Nagy's fanil) 1lves

" - & P 1 - % i - il = - -
e N 'f].t Ht‘.ﬂ? v i) J-- w ",_I- 5 :‘l.‘-n-.“'\‘h r:— --..‘ - : i;&h ‘.Af E- ;'i:'l:

aeaas 230 a nomth and Hary males some ~a the side with her wahing,
hay are aow trying to redoem thair homa wiiah they lost during the

.
danressions To 40 thls they will hove te pay D 2 month 0 the governe
sont Tor the next seven yeara, iz 1 ol Detter timn paying MRS,

Down the highmay thsecsh the Atmore Hagre gquarters, this house,

scmbubat Letter leaking than the sther malreghift etructures vhich the

Berroes onll thelr hemes, 1o sonrosched,
A rate glves socese %0 a neatly trimmed and fresh)y swept froas

yrde An o)l balf-Blind Fegre was in the bask yard cutting wood vhen
we arrived,

o the guestion, "Is Maxy a2t homel?®, ame the replyt

"Weou Ma'sm, she wers in there sa howr sgo.® he snavered, an he
Sa'fled inte the howse 1o Maod he¥,

Vory come 0 the dcor with an Invitation inte the parior, Ope wo
is used %0 going ints solored folka' homes 16 sure %0 bo smased 2t the

Laviting appensonos of this cne. The paxier has 2 living wem ovdte,

pileno, and g on the Mooy,




AVYplwim « Muee 2

her voom 20 she had & fire i timre,
s fireplaoe hng s oll Lok pot oa tha coals,

“You

. I'n Gaying S0 dove fusl YWy cookin' my Alnnad on the fire,"
she exPlained, The roos hae tvo beds, covared w2h nust coltom
scountarpames, 4 soving wsobine &4 these ohalru, <Ge & yookew,

Shes hns been sewing on oudlte au e prondly dlmplayed LYes
thal she has momnily pleosd,

e dAris? ™oon hoe » bed, table, wvardrobe, dresser and Swo
roating olmirs, In e Suict POOR 18 & nont Yed-rotm cuite, o &

drode, wbiwiand, a rug ahd o clullv. Jolii Yeslay'sroom alse
Sarves a8 the panfsy, My sips et ahe beaps haw cunned frult theres
abd ehe digplaged e Highem and dining-room, vhich are comsap in
apnestrnee but clean,

Che oadd," s gisls verned me -thies soming that 1f they Llefd
vithout clesh'ng uwe e bouse, 1 wonld negleot L% md cotvaty would
sursly come and Bow, sure emough, you'me lhere,

sutt them the door gpmmnd and hor half=-blind sbond weiled ine
Ee sppecrel ¢ b0 shomt gsevenSy~Iive yeara old, Te %eld me Siwt le
could 9@ 5 11SEle SinCe L6 was optrated ca, v hem prowily dbslaped
S0t B could work his own garden, and he thon pointsl out the window
%0 prove A8,

1 coldn’t give satisfootion YWy hdring wyeell sut % angone else.®
bo added, "ut 7 can plok cotton s 1i%81e, The Dolle nre 20 Mg and
wite ‘iat I can ses many of them and feel the foesks Jo you 200 1 osn
¢ » good Qay'er work yui," ho explalnnd,

iodsy, our novw guvernor goes i office, I lowpt elling the o9ld
lady Stat T wish wo had 2 madie 00 w comld hoar Dis lnmuguml sddoses.
Selly, 2% lno o Joad on hls shouiders sal T guese 2o 12 a 1ot like scheel

bencidre, They walk into the rocm the firet noming with Mgh hopea, b
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baform 1%'a OVar, WO are doing the Lest we cm, *
No want on about the Vedoral govemmment, "I 4Acn'd bslisve theye's
going to Do sy tamant Tomerw A2y Ore, 2in0e the govermment hae flwed

-

it o0 e tenant faswer oonn @o% Dall the subsidy. The landlords will

dre baly anlt you con worde £€ or let 1t nlome wideh ety thed

post of them W1l worit at oy price % Seep Men atorving:. "Hhe sovernaent
baz et sade %o clasree of the Jparican poople. 1o lover dipge has
turned to Yegoare] the highey clase bas twmned o pgrafters, The counes
froa putting so mac!: poney i Welr omixml,

He then asked if I had read abut the tenant fumers in Aricsnsas,
then he left the room %o go oub in We gaxien %W work, 1 wondered wvhere
he got hie information, wvalll I noticed the Hentgonery AMvertiser sad
the Noblile Begictar lyiag on the sewing machine,

Hory was bom in Honroe Cowmty, cne of seven children. er fatler,
Pavid NeCants wae 2 clave before the wor, Fe dlén'$ renember smch aboud
slavery, hovever, for bhis mother anl fother were freed vhen ho wns &
ehild., They kept the name of Nelante, thelr mpster,

ihen Hnry wos four years old, her “ather and his fomily moved %0
¥ilcox County naer Mirearple ond 1lived there ar 2 tenant Tarmers until
e was grown, 2Before poling thare bhe had betn & tetant fermer for

Zh?‘.u retlin,

_Ir. 1911 the femily mowed to Escanbla Cownty where famming conditions
vere better, and the father worked here for Jon Wil nd Kr. Yagey
mtil he dled,

¥ary agaln took up the conversation, "I stayed with my me longer
than say of her seven childrem, All the othere sorried snd left home
snd 1 declided to Decons o teachor. T Deogged ny wa nd o2 %o let 3¢ 20
e sohweol, They fimally congented %o let mo 20 t¢ the Colored Indugtiial

Seminary 2% Smow Hill, I vorked Shere in the lawndry for sy bDoard,”
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She sat for a while, gasing out the window,

“Then was heppy daye. I Just loved 1% ald, I finighed the sleventh
grade snd tock state examization. 1 then taught school for Shree years.
Then 1 married st the age of Swealy=five, I had dome give wp hepes of
mnmwmn.smﬁmunllvllhlmruﬂ

She confessed that she had a very desperate love affalr when che
wan Very Youhg. "Lord hovw I loved thot men,” she recalled, "He was
80 scoowt so ma, she Just broke 1t up. I grieved so haxd after he
mmimui”n‘tdnm-lmumt-oﬁnmh
Imaband, T went to church one day and the preacher sald 1% wes &
shame and disgrace % grieve over mpilt milk, 1'%ve somm him several
a-u-un.dltn-mthntnmtmﬂuawddm-ﬁ.

"I was Seaching st Vgllsce vhen Dock Hines' wife dled. She was
giving dirth to a baly girl. 1% wasn't long defore he came o sourdin’,
1 declided that 1 was getting to be an old mald, If 1 eover married 3
had better taks him, 1 never loved my ol4 mem but I respected him. Af oy
1 bore Mm nine children, I couldn's give Ma up, He got sick and WMind
snd I'n cordain thet 1t's my duty %o keqp uwp with him.

'Lﬁﬂmmnrﬂd.!mtwithhhht:ﬁntonn. Fa wae
teaching there, Dock Saught school for Swemip=five years, I was alling
that winter snd was homesick for pa and Ba. ‘hen sbhool closed, we moved
back to Bscamiia County,

Mmmumpwmm-ﬁltmuqm
were boYR, bwwsﬂ.wpnmﬁ-ﬂtuhummnm
hard times,

mmumtmmmtuumn- swmill for Nw,
Haryy Fetltereon. MmhtMMMbvoMf;rfmm
at thie mill, Inl926 1t closed down,

"Sy that time I had reised most of sy family. Four of them hed
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died, the screech=owl screeched in the Chinaberry tree by the door.
Them wae bod slsne and I knowed right svay that something B%ad woul
happen.,

AS this point Mary oeused with 2 sorrowf™l eigh as those sad
memories came dack to her, he ot up and wealked abous the floor
before she continued her story.

After hery children's death, her hushbend's eyee began to foll, e
would not $ell any of the family about 4%, but they could $ell b hie
fesling snd fuwbling areund, This incapecitated him for holding s Job,
and be hag pot worked regulsrly sinee,

hese vere hard tines for Nary and her family. 014 Dock lost his
sight entirely. According to the docteors, 2 caternct hod covered My
eyes and sight was imposeible wvithout sn gperation, There was "0 money
in thies poor family for ome,

Mary continued, "To leep from starving I gathered my four zivrls and
John Veslay and went %o the field to hoe, I put the baby in 4 comer
of the fence in a big cotton basket, and there we hoed, plcked cotton
and stravberries from momning until dark, W, kept together some way,
some times I wonder how,*

Mary was interrupted YW John Vgoley coming home from school, Ne
is a Mg overgrown Yoy who will finieh Mzh school this yoar If he
pascses hie gmades, Mary ordared him out of the room %0 go help his
fathey get the wood out hu::I looked out of the window, I could see hin
going % the playground with a ball under his arm, Mary onw him of
the same time end deloared,"Tiat ip the woet trifling boy I have ever
sotn, I'11 got him yet for this. 1T don't lmow wint's ~oin' % decome
of hip.*

ke sany of her race and sex 4t 10 plain that she oemn't put sy

dependence in any boy or mmn, It 1s further shown when she makes o
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remark sdout Dock, "Ny ol man 4o not brutal < Jus'! shdiftless, but 1
guons 1% 1s decsuse of his hoalth,.*

Mary spoke of the possidilities of the future. "Now, if I o
keey mygirle =t home for seven y-ars longer, we can bay off the morigage
but cne of them hos a suitor « & teagher at Freemsnville who has Deen
paying her court, If the other two hes ever had a hesu, I don'$s kmow 14,
I veokon thoush 1% would be Wtter for them to marry before ome of Shem
ghould dlegrece hereelf, But if I even so much as mention muoh things %o
then, 41t molws them sad, They alwaye claim that they are old emeugh to
take care of themselwes, But I don't know and nobody else knows vhat
s givl night do. Arter all sy walsing them right; I alvayy sede Shem go
$o the Methodist Clureh with me and trisd % bring them up in the stwaight
and narvow wayi dut I 4id4n't spare the rod either., But if some wif in
sheep'e clothing chould ruin one of my dsughters by big promises and
honeyed vords, I wouldn't leave 1% up to the lgnd, Ng ma'am, not ne,”

She 1o ome of the strictedt members of the MHethodis 4 Olmrch) snd she
ean shout louder than moot of then vhen the spirit gets her, she =ays,

Nary said of her lmsband, "We were speaking about Dock's eyes. He
wns & terrible care, & man adl'ng and »® with » living to makte, DuS one
eold day I was sitting in my room - Drooding, peaying end wvondering what
ve ware zoing %o 4o, Ve Jod mo vood md mothing elee much, Whem I
hoard o knook I went and gpened the door, You culd have knocked me dowm
vith a festher, Ny, Harsy Pattorson; a man Dock had worked for fourteen
yeorn, 9to0d In the door, The spirit 2000 but I oaid to myself, "Pown
spirit,.walt '$11 Marse Patterson goee home, Then m'm 4o all the
shouting you wnt.' HNe had hoard of our plight and had comt S0 see
about taking the old man %o & hospital for an eperation. I have never

been 80 happy einee I was ia in Snow Ngll in the seminaxy,”
Dock Mines was carried to the hospital and the cateract was removed,
8¢ tht he can nov oee some out of that eye but 2 caternct has covered
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the other one,

The girls came in from school sad greeted us courtesuwsly. They
vere dresesed alike in plaid skirte and red topper comts. The!r mothar's
training showed in their plessst zanners and salfe-possession, iHyrtice
had & headache; o0 she lay down on the bed, Jlons went to maks a five
in the stove and fix supper, That wvas bWeskfast and suprer when they
got home fyom school, Hyrtice, regardless of her leadsche, wes u &
Salimtive mood, Ghe began to tell sbout incidents that had happened
that day 2t school, and soon was Selling me all about thelr schosl 1ife.

Al the tige that we wvere working in the field, Hlons and I were
planning to go o school, W¥We didn'$ soe bhow we could for we had no money,
Wt vo didn's give up hope. After we Tinished high scheol, we wrote
t0 the Alabass State Teachers' College in Nontgomery, e scheol for
¢olored, The principal got & place for ue %o wvork in Cloverdale, with
sone of She rich white people and g0 %o school, Ve bYorrowed sone mODSY
from Nr. Jones, & Lankey, and promised to pay him in the sumuer W

wrking on his farm, Tds we 414, He was glad %o help ws, 1t dida's

talce mush, Just twain fare and a fow clothes, Ve worked hard at the white

folks' house and went t© school during the day, Ve stayed all that firet
winter,'

"ihe next year we oouwlda't be spared &t home, Nena couldn't take the
load bWy hereelf, Dorotly and Joln Yesley were still in high school at home,
Zhe next year Slona went bDagk for four mconthe, and the sumer following,
she vent for thyes months, Thet winter weo Wth steyed in school., Somothy
wvas large enough %o ok and help at home and Paps was assigned o Seach
an aduls school.’

"Elona was sble S0 tesch the mext winter but Papa loet his Job aftey
ahe began Sonching. Ve have both been teaching for thres years nov and
Dorothy, with the help of Federal ald, speat three years in Muateville




Alzbest « Mary Hines "

gschool, The. ic nov tesching ia Columbia, Alnhams, Vg miss her wvery
such but we are making » 1iving. Vhan school cleoses, we work in the
fiel4d,"

Tons camd 1n the room to canounse the sarly supper. Thay vere

hungyy decsuse they beda't eatem vince dreskfaet, They wvere planning

to practice their purile in a play that the scheol wae yiving for the

They sey that their enly recreaticon is schod]l enterteinments and
clmyeh and  Sunday School sotivitien, tut they make the nost of this
for Nary would never let tham go to parties and now they naver get ine
vited,

As I 1eft She house I wvondered if education with the right kiad
of environment fan't the groeatest boom for the young of say face,

Sven this colored franily has mafle & plensent 14fe and thay are uséiul
¢ltivena ‘n compariscu %o mamy of their race,

Thegs poor Negroos luave worized out thelr own ealwvntion with very
11tt1le help frow cuteiders, snd they are ot 2itting on the curdetones

in Sowh or on fenee ralls at bome devalling thelir fate and waliting %

e takhen care of YW the compmunity,
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Atmore Alabama

July 2I, I939

Dick «nd Charlie Gandy

(Ex- Slaves)

Annie L. Bowmen

Identification No: OIZ27-
5505

"Yes Miss ize libin on borrid time and de good lord
has been good to meY Says, ncle Dick Gandy &s you come
upon him chopping cotton in his field.

You can find him any day in the summer working on his
five acre farm, chopping cotton, hoeing corn and sweetl po-
tatoes., Uncle Dick was born a slave in Georgia his master
Mr. Orphan Gandy or Ole Marse as he calls him owned a big
plantation and six hundred slaves in Macon Georgia.

"No Miss I dont member iy own mammy,., But I does membDer
Lize de woman what took care ob me and raised me from &
baby .

Uncle Dick says he was eight years old when Old Larse
sold his plantation in Georgia and moved to Ala., He bought a
big plantaetion about twenty miles from Greenville and Drou=
ght 211 his sleves with him, It was here that he went
through the horrors of the civil war, He was raised as a
yerd boy, taking care of the horses and dogs. His daily
tesk at noon was to teke the dogs on a four mile trip giv-
ing them plenty of exercise. He didn't have &s hard &
time as most of the other slaves claimed they had,

The happiest &nd saddest time of his life was during

the auction sales., He somehow always managed to get his
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his Ole Marse to let him go. Ole Marse would tell them
it would be & good lesson to all of them, for if they
wouldnt behave and work hard _he would surely sell them*
which was & horriblé . thought to them all as they never
knevw what..kind of a man would buy them,

Vhen the wagons would come bringing the negroes to
the auction block, &ll the prospecting buyers would be
there., Vhen the gong sounded, the negroes would come boun=-
ding out the wagon like & Grove of black mules. There were
blocks to mount the negroes on and they would look in their
mouths, feel their muscles &nd have them prance about to

heir activity, that was fun to him, but some times it was
more than a body could stand , when they began separating
the families, sometimes a women wee bought and they wouldn't
want the children, they would be thrown back in the wagon
&¢nd the moans would break your heart, There was no help for
it and some woman would look out for them the best they ¢
couldy while the mother would take hold of some other child
that was left behind without its mother and scothe its cries
the best they could while their hearts were bre&king.

Thal wes the woret part of slavery to him otherwise
he s&ays they were fed and clothed if not with the best it
yags good and substantial,

There was one incident that stands out in "his memory
which happened on the plantation in Georgia before they
came to Alabama to live, If & slave did any thing that
needed punishment , the others had to witness the punishment
It happened in August on & hot day. The overseer in the

feild had some trouble with the negroes and they decided
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to kill him, It was alright for Ole Marse to lay the
strap, but they couldn't stand for the overseer to touch
them, There were six of the slaves who did the plotting
but only two that did the actusl killing. Ve were &ll or-
dered to witnees the hanging &¢nd after thesa two were
hung to punish the four others th&at were in on the mur-
der plot, they had some branding irons red hot &and bran-
ded ezch on the forehead,

"Now Miss dont think Ize takin de part of dese low
down niggers, case som ob dem wus so bad dey had to be
took care of som way. It was something like & convict
farm,

Hls master fought all through the war, he staid on
the farm &nd took care of his o0ld Miss. He tells you he
was twenty ye&ars old when the wap closed, He dosn't know
the month only the year, because his ole Miss kept all
her niggers births by the year they were born. He is &l-
mostininety seven years old. He has his own sound teeth
and has never had to wear glasses, he thinks it is Dbe=-
cause he never learned to read or write and had never
used them in streining to see fine print., He has never
been sick much and hasn't took & dose of medicine of
any kind in six years., He is hale and hearty &and is
proud of the fact that he is the oldest man in Escambia
county and is &able to tend his little farm himself..

He merried soon after the war closed and has h&ad
fifteen children, He doesn't seem to know where they
&1l are , but he knows some of them are dead, After he
vas freed he says it was worse than slavery for a long

time , he worked three years for thirty cents & day &and
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with his wifes help they meneged some way. After rais-
ing a family of fifteen children his wife died. He then
moved to Escambia county &nd settled in Atmore, where
he worked in & saw mill for Mr. Carney until the mill
closed &nd here in Atmore he merried &agein,.Heé 'hgd no
children by his second wife who died fifteem years &a-go,
end since then he has lived alone, doing his own cook=-
ing and taking care of himself in every way except his
washing which he hires dane,

Vhile working &t the mill he and his son bought
twenty two acres of land to farm , his son died and this
was too much for him to work so he sold &ll but five acre

Glancing around you see another colored man hobbl=-
ing towards us . Look he says, there is nmy old friend
Charliey take & shot &t him. He is eight years younger
Uncle Dick, but you wouldn't believe it, most people
think think they &are brothers, &lthough they are not any
bleocod kin., He tells you they both had the same master
end of course they both went by the name of Gandy,

Charlic Gandy is not the free and happy man that
Uncle Dick is, regardless of hie eight years in his favor
énd that Uncle Dick nursed him when he was & baby and &l=-
moet raised him, he looks years older, because of his bad
health, The government gives each six dollars a month.
They both &re alone, each doing as the other does and e
most always together, Perhapes it is because they e
way , but Charlie seems a little bitter and thinks the
government should do more for him as his father hed

run away and fought with Grants arny.
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votes which wey he thinks

s

been kKnown to

cnurcn in uhn
L

11 charitable oS

ership with his
place of business

keep house for him, Abbie Cunn-

ledy now and 5117“':1*11‘;’15" her time in college was conside-
iscambia Co, And his happiest tii were
at home,

was mal m - weys, wWith

end speculating i ot he was buying

places,
war in I916, but was

turned down because of his hezslth which had never been good, yet

he bought up libert) , and did everything he could to help the

cause.,
The railroads were calling for timber during the war, &nd he
got & contract to fu h all he could get. . And you find that he
thousand dollers a month &s long &as they
for meking so much he owned his
higher than they had ever been since he
could remember,

He says with a smile , after the war he thought seriously

of settling down and being &« fireside man, although he h&d to think




auite & while before he decided to teke this step. He didn't have
the time that he once had for frolicking, he Decome lonesome &and
things began to pall on him., So he got on the train, went to
lontgomery and sent Abbie & telegram wherethe was in school tell=
ing her, if she ever entended marrying him now was the time &and
to meet him in Montgomery . He saye, hecdidnt’ give her time To
pack her things. She just threw what she could get hold of inm

& week end bag &nd met him in Montgomery that dey and they were
=rried that evening. They spent their honeymoon in Georgia, They

better to

in

1ived at Little Rock & year . So he desided it would D

mAatrTe T T.Oov vhaere h Tt - nila ha & 1 o o l ansnvmentse
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rhey lived in one of his houses on Gréham block for sever-
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ul home in town and he enter-
tains lavishly.

Tn I920_the Graham Brooks grocery store went into opera-
tion, yet this neerly went bDanxrupt &t one time. He s&ys his

oclerks were inefficents to get rid of his men he pretended to be

broke &nd closed up to reopen again with & new force of clerks.

m

snd since then has been doing & big buginess &nd meking money.

11 during the depression , when others Wwere feiling, we didn't
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had & monopoly on three counties , scanbia, Monroe. and Baldwiln
to sell beer wholesale, and he readily put in a Dig wholesele Deer
house &nd erected beer stands &ll over three counties. But since
then he has lost the monopoly &nd others heve taken some of his

™

trade, He says, he loses all the time on this but he feels that

N

in time he will get efficient men that will make good, He doesn't
& &

intend to give this up until he has made sure,

s, Graham, who is & society Delle and a big church

worker in the methodist church. Seys , she never has time Lo do
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rnvironment
Neighborhood:
rrvironment in this neighborhood is good, The

ape well educated, and have & good background of

here are five churches in walking

mmar and High school near vhich employ

Desceription Of House:

Their home is large with a brick foundation, it is painted
white. It hes eight rooms and is furnished with taste throughout
with the best of furniture. A colored man is kept on the place

to keep it in order,
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7. A, Grahan, Liquor Dealer
Atzore, Alabana Atmore, Aladbans

R, V. ¥aldrep, revisor
Bditorial Department

"1 WANT THE WORLD'S RRSPECT"
¥Vith a big cigar tilted in one corner of hig mouth, T. A. Grahanm stepped
from his car., He wore & bright colored sports-suit. In his armg was a wild
turkey that he had killed on & week-end hunting trip in Baldwin County, near

Stockton,

He is 2 tall man, slender and erect; he walks softly, head on one side}
and he looks from steel-gray eyes that are veiled, dut penetrating. His woice
a3 he spoke of his turkey gobbler drawled slightly yet his emunciation was
good and he apparently strives for correct speech: He paid, “If there's any-
thing that I like bdetter than hunting, it's fighing."

Mr. Oraham entered his house with the turkey. His manner was casual a9
though baggzing one of these wily bdirds was no umusual feat., In his large
vhite-painted brick house are bear and deer skins; a mumber of mounted heads
an1 h-ii.j are scattered about the rooms,

Mr. Oraham sald, as we were geated: "I reckon quite a few people wonder
how I get off from my business so such, but when I hire anybody I have made

s plan to alwvays get an honest man with a level head., I give these men an

interest in my business; so I can take things easy. Ny plan has falled
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gonetines, but I wateh closely and keep trying until I get the right kind,

Vien I find ny man, you can rest assured he does not fall me."

He sdded that he is engaged in several dusiness operations, and is an

executive in each one. He owns a controlling interest in a large, wholesale

grocery, beer, gas, and oil buginese, e is Airector of the First National

Bank at Ataore, and he has large shares a other property in Nscambia County.

ir, Crahan is a nstive of MoRas, Georgia. He came to Bscandia County

forty years ago vhen he was only eighteen years old., He came $o join his

orother, John CGraham, who had bought two sections of heavily timbered land

in the western part of the county, 2% 2 place ealled Little Rook., At Little

Hoek John engaged in the Surpentine business, and he gent for his eizhtesn

year-old brother T, A. Orahan to become his partner, Together the $wo men

made a fortune from the little traoct of virgin pine, as the turpentine they

took from 1% was at its highest price. The gection was densely forested; there

wvere three inhabditants. The Craham bdrothers brought Negroes from Georgia %o

work for them, BSoon white men deagan %o move in, to build homes, %o duy farms;

schools were erected, also churches,

After the Orabhan boys had nade a fortune, out of a alear came a domb-

shell., A law suit wvas bDegun that Sook everything they had, There was nothing
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to 4o, dut start sll over again, but with the land they still owmed, they degan
to go toward the top in money-making once more,

For several years they made money and gpent #oney. John's health failed,
gnd he deolided to return to fOeorgia. T. A. wasn't ready to go. The Swo boys
vere different, T. A. thinks uhat John was over csutious in business and
afraid of vhat he called "wild speculation.” He delieves that if you don't
take a rigk, you will stay in & rut and never get out. So the partnership,
under thege cireumstances, was dissolved, T. A. bdought his brother out for
approximately fifty-thousand dollars,

¥r, Oraham ghifted himgelf in his chairy he 1lifted his head which 1s
fringed vith ironegray halr and has a small bald spot., Hie dress is modern
in cut and color. He looked Trom veiled eyes 25 he spoke of his "wild specula-
tions® and his operation of the turpentine still and the monsy he uade,

Nr., Craham uged to be & great deau, One of the farmers living here when
he arrived from Oeorgia had several childrem, one a little girl of eight.

Mr, Oraham drought her candy and chewing gum when he vigited at her father's
home, and he says: "I alwaye meant to marry her Af she ever decame educated
enough to meet my mother and sigters,"”

The nelghbors say that Mr, Orsham 1liked %o put on a lot of style. Back

in the horse and bugzy days, he drove a fine pair of spirited horses and
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kept & legro driver, He also carried another Negro Yoy along to light his
eigar., Now, he is never seen without a cigar; 1% 1s, he says, his chief luxury,
The neighbors say he could drive to town and get the picek of any girl he wanted
back when he was young,

After his venture in turpsntining, MHr, Graliam gaudled 4in cotton, %I once
made Swenty-thousand dollars in one deal., With thig money I bYought a dlock of
dwslling houses and stores near the L. & N, Depot. The bloek I bought was called
"Grahan Block' for some tine." He lets out his dulldings for rent. "I nake a
substantial gum from the rent, although I had to rebuild in brick because of a
eity ordinance, "But", he said, "I was repaid two-fold.® In one of the duilde
ings he operates a gurage and Leer-gtand,

Asked to tell more sbout his people, he said: "] was born in MoRae, Oeorgia
in 1880, Hy people were rich, Ny fether wvas the late Judge Grahem of MoRaes
he wvag a planter who owned several businesses. Fe vas 2 leader in the community.
iy mother wvas & nesber of a proninent fasily. Ny father and mother married
early in life, but everybody married young," added Mr, CGraham, "There were
five in our fanily, all are living., Ny ocldest brother is 2 Judge, lives in

HeRae, and nas been married twice. MNis son, by his firet wife, practices

law; his daughter, bu his second wife, is 8till in college. My other drother
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is Johm: he lives 2t Idttle Rock where he and I had our business; Joha is &

bachelor. He is still congervative and does business on a suall seale, Ny

oldest sister, Abble, lives in Georgia with ny mother and takes care of her."

My, Oraham spoke with pride of his mother: "She is ninety yeare old." lva is

his youngest sister; she is & widow, world champion typist in the Californis

gontest. JNva worked in Vashington, D. C.,, and has been secretary to Governmor

Talmapge, wvhen he held office.

My, Crahem said he finished Nigh school when he was sixteen, "I attended

Bnory Oollege for nearly two years., I got tired of 1life at College. 1 liked

adventure and work that was accomplighing things., I left collage while I was

in the lawschool, and then I ceame to Alabama, Back then I was spolled and

headgtrong: for I was the baby of the family.

“1 have never rezretted leaving home; I have found independence in ny work,

I have made noney, as I had alweys wanted to."

I looked about the eizht-room house, with the skins, the mounted heads and

the animals; the Negro caretaker, "How did you get all thisl"

"ell,” he said, everything adds wp. Aserica is the sum of my desires.

1 have ay skille, my conclence, uy will power with which to work for the sum,

"1 want credit for what I have donej yet I've had plenty of help. TYou
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would think I must have a falry gof@mother, Tou are right. She is my mether,

I hated school, dut »my mother was always dehind me to get me there on time, Vhen

I came home, she made me get ny lessons before I was allowed to play with the

boys."

"She uged %o says ' You don't have to be a hoodlum jJust becanse the neigh-

borhood in vhich you happen %o live is poor and sorry. Tou can be & gentleman

"iiy formmla for dealing with my fellow workers," he salds "is simples

111 fight 1lke hell %0 get 2 man's respect., Then 1 take vhat followe, With

regpect coming your way, adaliration will take care of itself,

"I am & true Dencerat, but my competitors say I vote the way that will bde

to the Dest interest of ny business, Nevertheless I've spent a lot of money

in helping the Democratic elections.”

¥r, Crahan 1¢ 2 Nethodist, and he says of his charitable donations! "There

are two things I don't mind doing: giving for charity and paying my incoue Sax.”

Ve feals that charity and income tex helps others directly or indirectly. "Yet

at tines I am called on too frequantly.®

iMtor a short silence, Nr, Orsham returned to the subject he had already

touched on, It was the dissolved partnership, After he and his brother
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digsolved partnership, he lived in a 11%tle log shack on the grounds near his
place of business. "I had & Negro woman to enok and keep house for me, Abbie
Ounningham, of whom I gpoke, then 2 child, spent her vecations with me, and

it vas the happlest time of my life vhen she was there with me, 1 was maling money
in various weys, vith ny turpuntine still, commipsary, and my speculation in
cotton, I wes buying w property in different pleces.”

! sgired him what part he played in the war, ag it was evident he was of the
nroper age, and he said: "I enlisted as 2 priwate in the World ¥War in 1916, but
I was turmed down decause my health had never bdeen good, I bought Liderty Bonds
and 414 everything I could to help the ecause,

"The rallroade were calling for tinber during the war, and I got a contract
to furnigh all T eonld obtain, I never made less than 2 thousand a month as
long s the Government needed timdber, The reason I mads so mush is bdecaunse I
owned the timberland and the prices wvere higher than anytime I can rememder.”

He ssid with 2 seiler "After the war, I thought seriously of settling dowm
and beling a fireside man, although I had to think guite 2 while defore I declded
to telre thig step., I took the step, It was lonesome and things had degun %o
pall, I missed the times I had had once., I migsed the frolicking., I couldan's

gtand 1%t any longer; so I got on the train, went to Montgomery and semt Abble
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& telegram to vhere she was in school. I told her if she ever intended marrying
me nov vas the time. I told her to meet me in Nontgomery. 1 didn't give her
time %o pack her things. 5She jJust threw vhat she conld get hold of in a week-
end bag and met me in Nontgomery that day and we got narried thet evenine., We
spent our honeymoon in Georgin., Vor a year we lived in ILittle Rook, Put we
later declided 1% wos Detter to move %o town, Ny wife wanted to have more gocial
pleasures. I agreed it was better,

"We 1ived in one of my houses on Oraham Mook for seversl years. Then we
built a house in town and entertained our friends." He entertaine lavishly,

"In 1920 I was interested in the Oraham Brooks Grocery Store, dnt *ha cone
gern nearly bankrupted at one time, My clerks were inefficient. To get rid
of thea I pretended I was broke and closed my doors., Shortly afterwvard I re-
opened with a new force of clerks., The concern has mede money since then., All
through the depression, vhen other concerns were failing, we didn't do so well,
but our expenses were palid and wve made s good profit,

"When light wines and beer were legalised in Alabama, I had & monmopoly in
three counties! Bscanbdis, Nomroe, and Daldwin, The wonopoly gave me the right
t0 sell vholesale. I put in & big vholesale beer house and erected beer stands

all over three counties. DPut since them I have lost the sonopoly and others

have taken gome of my trade, 1 lose all the time on this dusiness, dut I feal
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that in time I will get efficient men, I don't intend to give wp this business
until I ax sure there is no money in is.*

Mrg, Orehan, is aotive in cludb work and a vorker in the Methodist Church,
She cane into the room, Bhe is & suall woman and walks erectly like her husband,
She is quick and nimble in her wovements. Hor oyes as she locked at me were
large end innccent. IHer halr is coal«black, cut and dressed in a short bob.,
It is evident she is 2s modern in her tastes as her lmsband, Her language,
a8 she spoke of her church work was of the best,

"I never have the time I once had," she sald, "to do social - or church

vork.,. I au on my husband's payroll, 1T still go to Sunday School and I wvigit

one friend., The clubl and the Sunday School are my oaly means of making friends.®
She saldt "I halp my husbend the beet I can, Nor instance, when I saw the
beer business was & fallure, 1 iaduced him to let me manage this part of his
business, as he has sc maxy other interests.”
Nrs. Oraham explained that she had no children, but that her bady brother
ives near and ghe lavighes her affection on him,
Mr, Orahan resumed his part iz the coaversation: "In many instances I

have falled and out of concern for wmy business, on wiich means a living for

900 pecple, I have Deen obliged to searsh for some answer o ny fallure
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in ordor that I may not hurt ny euployeps., When I fivd the answer, thean 1
maet conviance others in order that they may carry on,

"For instance, when my Yeer Yusiness falled, I decldied ny course was Lo
paild wp & vholesale and ges trade along with the beer, I have gns and oil re-
talled at every one of wy stands; =2nd there are sixty in the three counties, 4
have trucics that Bring the oil and gas from Nobile and distribute to every
nlage that oil and ges is needed,

"1 finance the nlaces of business for those who are competent and who will
work wp customers, pay rent, and & small percent of profit on thelr Leer-, gas-,
and oll-receipte. It $sn't long before I find 1f they are honest and have
business gqualities. "The men on ny payrolle are on good terms with me, ko
natter how I feel I never swear or lose my temper before them,

"It 18 not the cost of inorecsed wages that I worry about, but the in-
eroasing taxes--they keep ne on the jump, Why don't I shut down uy bdusiness
4f things get 0o ad? I'11 tell you vhyt the lmundreds of mouths I have to
feed, 1If 1 quit, they would be laid off. I have %o pay taxes and keep going
wvhether I make a cent or not.

"Haturally I smeke & lot of money... Does it coet me a lot to live? VWell,

that depends on vhat you call a lot, I can remexder vhen twenty-dollars s week
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wvas a lot. I can get rid of two-thousand dollars a week now with less effors.
Of course, the govermaent helps we, but I still have a certaln ssount left.
But if you should adk me what Lecomes of i%, I coulda't Sell you. It Just
selts awvay." He dropped back in his eseat with a sigh,

He resumed: "Counsidering the heavy taxes I must pay, there is a great deal
of tise I wust lose with goverasent mem, I could spend that time prefitabiy.”
Ee bent forward, finger out: "Reuember I am not eriticlieing the New Deal, btut
at times it ig & problem to me... I helped %o put Hoosevelt in office and 1
an going to try to keep him there,"

"low do you spend your leigure timel"

"Tou saw me come ini buanting and fishing, they ccouwpy my leisure., If 1
didn't get out and rough=it cccasionally, well, I'd have been dead long ag0....
"Tes, yes, I worry about vhat's here today. Bub even more I'm worried
about what's coming. I'd be & type of ercok, Af I dida't try %o lisit wsteful

producticn, Yes, I worry, but after all, that is my job.

"1f 1 denand any one thing more than any other, it is that 1 have efficlent
help, I can originate and plan - but I cannot execute completely without falthe

m 1;81}31".

8/18/39
MS







\
: March 7. I939
Mrs. McQueen and son (white)
Atmore Ala,
(farmers)
Annie L., Bowman (writer)
It wes Boyd M ueens he bit, on leaving the dinner teble in
any &afternoon, to drop in the swing and read the deys mail before

4

going out in the field to plow., On this particular afternoon, you
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ralsed here and owned several hundredgof heavily timbered land.
ince the colintry was thinly settled, he had hundreds of sheep
and cattle that roamed all over the woods. With his stock and

‘er mother, Susann: “mmons, who was réeised here in the piney
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She was born

this farm,
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of her old home, which is fust across the field from here. Eten

though it is over & hundred years old, it is still standing. It
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fathers and after her parents died, he bought 1n part oi tne lanad
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ingured by & fall from a horse when she was Eagnrteen ye&Bs
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After the strein of becring and rzaising eight children, this h&s

-

caused her to be almost bed-ridden &t times. Her doctor whom she

- . ]

had placed so much confidence in had died a few months Lack &nd she

D

feels like she is almost ruined.,

-

You find that after Mr McQueen died twenty yeirs &go they have

ned a hard time. Her ildren didn't know how to take the respon-
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sibility that wsas for them to carry on, After struggléng &long
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several ycarg they saw that there wesn't &
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& living for them both , they decided among them to turn the farm

over to Boyd, the eldest and Price went 1o business school in lont-
gomery and worked in odd tédmes with the lontgomery Advertiser, And
he is now circulation menager in Augusta Georgia for the Augusia
ﬁfanicle. ™wo of her girls-are merried and two of them are teaching.
~1ara has been teaching in Montgomery for twelve years. Bessle May
hes been teaching in BayMinette for eight years. 1Iwo of her children
are dead and you find that they lean on Clara for help To hold their
home together,

This three hundred ecre farm has been advertised for scle stock
and 11 for twelve {housand dollars. But it was hard to sell, No one
hed the money thmt wanted to buy. They were on & trade with the gov-
ernment last yeary but this was more land than they needed, ~nd they
found it was to be paid like rent and were afreaid they would have To
take it back after the renters had let the place run down worse than
it already was,

Her main purpose in selling was to move to town To give her
children better adventages socially and to get rid of the hard
labors of farm life,

As she talks,. you find that although Boyd 1is ifty two years
old, and he is still single, Pt 1t 18 his mothers decrest wish that
he would find some nice girl to meke & home for him tafter she is
gone, She feels that he is lonely &s he cant get out in conmp&any &s
he should, because he has to stay with her most of the time,

In spite of her difficulties she has managed to send two of her
girls through college., Or the ones that would teke an educ&ation,
this has been asource of real pleasure to her &s well &s financial
helpe.

She cant do much, but sits eround directing Nannie the colored
cookwhom she reised and trained from & little girl, listening to the

radio,reading tiie daily pédpers. and moderns magazines to: kéep. up with
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the current news,

And she thinks we have & wonderful President, that he is equal

o b}

to Woodrow Wilson. She says she could never have carrird her girls

if the right kindoof man had not been in office,

through college
@otton was up to-thirty cents a pound. And during this time they
were -way a head,
She speaks of her minister and you find that she has &always
church at Sardis, Mrs NcQueen worshiped
the children were equally divided.

differenc just they worship in

her condition is &a draw back to the family &s

they have ta use hired help &ll the time. &nd & nurse most of the

time, The Dr, bills &are enormous.

= A4 LA

After finishing the plot of ground he was prepering for irish

potatoes for early market, Boyd came in and after teking his favor-

swing, filling his pipej he picked up the paper to
finish th /s and talked &s he & Yes we h&ave had a pretty

would I couldn't make

——

nard tvime

ellCs

have help. Although they haw:
hevn't made enough to carry
next crop is mede, This year they will h&ave

bank to steart their farm running, And they
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e thing it has teught me, that we farmers will have to diversify
our farming and depend more on live stock, Ve have gol o gel &awgy
from the one cash crop system, Isee that I will have To st&y here
end I am trying to learn &ll I céan,"
Vou find from his talk that he never misses & farmers meeting),
while he doesn't do or agree with everything they say. He finds he

f things turn out right for him, he expects to plant & cover

crop to help énrich the soil Dy plenting summer legumes in the corn

this summer and winter legumes this fall.

ind he expleins to me that the Ala, experiment Station has
ying lime and phosphate. &nd planting & mixture of

clover and grasses on his pasture to increase the amount of grazing

for his live stock. This will take time and be expensive for him at
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all worked and there were no nired help or tenant farmers on the

Jace, His mother and sisters did all the house work. Living
expensés have increased alermingly &and they find?ﬁarﬁ to adjust
themselves of

Welking over this farm, he points out &nd tells you how he

intends to run it this year. His hog pasture , he tells you 1is

hoge &nd he had never tried

m

where his father had &alweys kept hi
to do any thing to enrich the land, but this yeer with the help
of the Ala, experiment Station expects to make all the meat for
home use, tenants &nd & surplus for the ever ready market. Most

of théir cattle are grazing in the woods. they have no stock
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law in Escambia County. He says, they have forty head in the

woods &nd are raising more which they will sell to the market
¢8 they need the money. The cows come up every night to shelter
and are given & handful of shucks &and hay to keep them coming
home. He has never lost any like the most of the people, when
he cattle rustlers csa ] & tumult dn-:- this county last

year., the chicken theives made such an inroad on their

chickens, fhey were forced to buy more and keep them locked up

strong chicken house &t night,

He has &n acre that is reserved for their minister, which had
been plowed first. It is characteristic of this community to
reserve one &cre for church contribution and what is raised on
this plot ~of ground regerdless of how much or how little, this
was carefully put away for their part as church dues,

He spends his leisure hours hunting and fishing on the Escam-
bia River, which is back of their farm. He says, exactly & mile
from his corn crib. And relates a humorous tale of outwitting
the law, The game season being over, Yie and his companions had
decided they would like some fish for supper and set off for the

- wire returning home with & corn sack , each full of
fish, for the river abounds with sucker and trout fish.
weas lagging Dehind out of sight of the others
Dy the game warden. He was suspicious and asked
the sack and was told that he hed borrowed some
corn from & neighbor. The warden was satisfied . But those a-
didn't think in time and it cost them each one hundred

érs. Butl they &abided their time for revenge. And one day
in Flomaton these men being half drunk,they found this warsen on
the sireet and with combined force gave him a good beating.

His views on modern women are not very complimentary. He

thinks they have degenerated from & once pure etheriasl characters
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to painted hoodlums, Bein the old time southern gentleman type

£
He finds it hard to believe that there are many good women to-day
and says he will never marry. For who wants a woman with dresses

say
up to their knees, smoking cigaretts, drinking &nd gambling for the
mother of their children.

On leaving this farm, you find this self made men has found that
the one cash cropb.system will have to be sbandeW and in its place
if he succeeds he will have to use the new methods of farming. And
mist deal with conditions as they are not &s he-wishes them to De
5ndihab recognised the fact that under no possible program will
cotton produce enough income to provide & decent standard of
living for &ll of those who are engaged in producing 1it.

That he cant live as his ancesters did that if you prosper

]

you will have to use the thread that weaves the meny p&atterns into

one design, that gives & feeling of oneness, with others, who as he,

are struggling for better and richer living.
t..g b




Neighborhoods: vrs. Lizzdie McQueen

The people in this neighborhood &are old settlers &nd own their
homes, which they inherited from their &ncésters; who had home
steaded here when government land wes open to settlers. They are of
the ignorant type &nd &ee notl Very progressive.

For years they had no schools, nearer than five miles. Since

people cered so little for education, they failed 10 prepare
for the children to go.

& baptist community, although the nearest church 18

heve hed schools that teach through the
s that carry those who are ready for

nsolidated schools.

built in en L shape and is composed of 8iX TooOmS
side, & guest room snd & living room
front . Four rooms are on the oposite gide,
to the living room by & small nNarrol hall.
Queens room is next then the dinning room and kitchen, There

¥

is a long nerrow porch that extends all eround the front &nd Dack

porch. The house 18 painted red and is covered with & tin roofing.

The _house ie inexpensi v furnished but with good tasie and

ith flowers &nd Ehrub:, and an

in the corner of the front yard for

q to
blossoms lerx a charm,
¥

surroundings are spotlessly clean,
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Page 2

October l1986sshe organizing Worthy Matron of Beck Chapter No

371 Order of Bastern Star.
She organized the Red Cross Chapter here and is now Chairman

of Wilcox Wogien N. R. A.
Sh# is still Chairman of Wilxox Women®'s Democratic Club.

She 1s noted as an organizer and also for her zeal and efficiency in

in office and gives enthusiasm to her co-workers, Though she is a great
grandmother she still has time to work of her different organizations,
she is still very active and in addition to looking well "to the ways

of her house hold®. She has time to do beautiful handwork, knitting and
crocheting and she is most skilful in all culinary arts. Only last june
she received the Orchid from the Birmingham News for her outstanding work
in church, Civic, Patriotic, Red Cross, Good Roads and World War Work.

A Wilcoxian of whom we are and should be justly proud




