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!arch 21, 193
DtNis on :"ore. ('1Ih i te )
h tmore, "lab!)Jll8.
Route B.
(Country l'erch nt)
hnnie L. Eo,mllln ("::ri er)

It '''5 ,.ent~' min tes ,,_ t nin in this crowded little country

s are. Davison Fore 'os si ing et hi desk ~ith 8 cro,d of men

si ting around him, giving him heir order for tons of fertilizer

c ;.C_ beil:£" t ...uled ~ro "ens&cola for the f&rr:1ers' :: ring "lanting.

estopped ond looked u to ask if r wanted anything. en being told

tha r \ ould ..ai t outside, he resll.'!Jed is 'ork , hicb ke t him busily

er~a£ed for over un ho r. After the +rucks 'ere on heir .cy to rer. c­

cele, he asked me in.

""'e'l.. , yes a' ,I em doing a slo,. but ste"dil~' increasing bu nes ,.

~ith spring "lan~ing eoir~ on it has ke t me verJ busy su., lying the

farmer:: itb fertilizer for their cro s. I bave been dealing with fer­

ilizer for his farming section for ten years now. The profit is mall,

bu c coun ry merchon is like c farmer in some res ecte. He hes to di­

versify is sellin5 and muke every little tr,ing count to kee us moving
/'along.

The neighbors will ell you be reccon t ey buy from hi is

tha he always treats them fair cnd squcre in all their de..le. He sells

&nd hauls their fer ili~er for them cheaper than hey could ge i from

any 0 her source. He only mckes c s cl profit but does his to help

e fa~er, and here is no+ c e er or a ore &ccomodating merchant

in "sca~bia Coun~y.

"vison ,o::-e \.as torn at :::;ea rice in l.:onroe Count~· Jul 1 98 .

.is f£.ther, Steven Fore, moved 0 Leetrice fro. ~entucky \lhen a 'oung

~~n along ith his fcter and mother who had sold out hie borne in ~n­

ucky and bough carty e.cre fr.m in L:on::-eo Co nty \lhere he f-.rme cnd

opera+eC' u in until hie de ...tb. I:e m rried _r.ry Fruneie Davi:::on at en
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t an e=l:: &ge lind there ere tv;elve ct.ilcren, hree of whom e.re cJe"d

e.nd here are nine living. :bey e.re sc~ttered &11 about nlab~ •

After hie fathers deutb, they continued to run hi f~ hete. f~rm

and gin until cll hie bro~hers &nd sieters me.rried ~nd coved &VI&Y &nd
•

ef onl' nvison &nd his bllby brother ..00dro.l. F.is oldest bro her

as killed ir. the .":attle 01 The ~c.rr.e; e.cd his cother '•. e.:: so g:,ieved

over his f~ther ~d brother th~t she be wne discati_fied e.nd sold out

end moved to Escc.mbie. Coun+y .her she bought five ccres of land - on

VI ich she built a small <tore.

":.:r. :ore continued the converse.tion b;,' se.ying, "I c:.s al .. ays store-
•

inced hen e. little fellow. Duringyse&son I had", big •. ood box which

I mE-de a set of shelves ou of. I stocked this •. ith ce.ndy, cckes, crack­

ers e.nd cc.nned goods. I woulc sell this to the furners the.t CUDe to my

ic.ther's gin and it ~asn't long before I found thc:.t I could m~e profit

with this. I kept this up until I stocked u seversl \lood boxes. Then

we noved here to .":ecsnbi e.. "

~~i)e e.lking with him ;"ou fir.d that he had no money to st~ this

business with; and hc.d to borrow it from his mo her. They had only

five "'Cres of lEond .: ich ve.s no enough to f<J'lll. .is sore 0 ened its

doors o 1'>". public he firs d i ·, b 19"" d h f' hur;...y n ~.ovem er ~L# en c.s ~J. t _

fully con ir.ued 0 Ete.y open. is five miles fro sny other store.

This is hie ree.Eon for his success e.l ough ir. 19~2 he con~idered him­

self c:. broke man; bu he didn't give u hope.

I'e acid t.hat they had "l ..&ys been r:~ptists e.s f~r b..ck e.s his

grewt-£:r..ndf.. her. ·.~~en he firet moved l.ere, he :: tenced the 1::. ¥. P.

e firs :; nd"y ni£,ht e e the eirl of is dreuns. l:e he.d no chc.nce

o be in roduced, but fe.te we.s in his hc:.nds. Che cGIIJe ir. a I.Ggon ';ith

h"r f"e. er c.nd he, reine a straneer in the crov,d, '"EoE shy and felt out

•
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of' place. ::e ·..~S ,<:.U,ing c.he~d , ..hen the mule ran c,:.. <:.y with her fet "I'

end h.. hud he honor of jucping on boerd &s hp" c~e by at & terrific

ra e, E or~ing them so ~uick th<:.t Doskie fell allover him. Of course

he hed 0 drive hOMe for hem end you know he rest. Doekie Bozeman

'::<:.s his firs <:.nd only sweethecr. ~rot being fin<:.nci£.lly e-Dle to marry

then, they had e. t '0 yeur courtship and were married ovember 22, 1925.

He .ne ill in debt to his mo"her, but he hed married e- fe.r.nere

caus er anrl a ht.rd worker. They mu~e & truce ith his mother for three

..cres of land LOC built n very sme.ll ut co forte-ble home, £.nd by c're-

ful E&vi~ end cloee econo~y, ey m~nrzed to ~y eve~r cent they oved

o is ~other in three ye~r8 <:.nd ~ere c.. Ie to enlc.:~e reir d'elli e
end have a larger sock of goods in the ctore.

During rois ti e wo chilcren were bern in this home and t ey ere

c.ccumulati a very comfortable livi until he de recsion them so

he.rd in 1930; business bege.n to fe.ll off and those thc.t cEJlle to the

store had no money. It .as then he e.nd his ,;ife Dos ie m..de a contre.ct

be ween eM 0 do with out anything only the be-rest necesc.ities for

themselves to hel their fripnds and nei:hbors. They h£.d no ide.. how

long ~.is 'ould le.st but they could not turn <:.v:a the need~',

:heir n ighbors lill tell you that if' eveIJ' two ~eople sacrificed

hemselvee for others it n:.s these two. It IH'S no uncommon sieh osee

people going there for roceries they ould heve to ave and • •1'0 ~s~ng

him hey would do their best to pay him when they could find any work to

do, and Davison usking them to economize for he \.as getting lower ever

day. They will tell you hc.t L£.vieon has never men ioned his 0 any

one. They kno b£.t during the de~resrion he h..d c~rried severel as

ucb e.s five hundred d01lurs eacb. The smeller debts hich be k ew he

~ould never ge y"s never entered on the books.
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Doskie toe. ed me to sit with her r.s her husbr.nd l:to5 bUsy in the

sore. She wae preparing the mid dt.~· meal E-nd I I.ent in from the front

throu h he house to he kitchen. She seys that she cGn't qUit work

for her wo oloer children Gre in school end will be home tot twelve for

dinner. • er bt.br girl v·tos plc.ying in the yE-rd snd she had to make time

. ile she .e out for hen s e CLme in she cltoimed ell her ti e. ~he

had washed that morning as her excuse for no bavir.g the house straight

cs it s~ould be. She we co ely looking girl with a tendency to gos-

i::>.

She bel1'an by telling me ebout 'Voodrow, her brother-in-law, who had

arried a year £go. She says that they don't know ~hat to do ~ith hi ,

as he had al~ays lived witb his mother until he mE-rried this girl with

low morale. t:other Fore wouldn't have this girl in the house. Fe hes

no work of cny kind and expects 1.:0 her Fore and Davison to take cere of

him like they have all ays done. 'ihen Jim Fore VlO:S kil.led in he ...ottle

of The r~arne, he had his life insurance for his mother und nt.turally

if you are inclined toward loafing you would expect them to dish money

out to you. Hov does he live? ~hy, he stays with h~r peo leo They

are ju~ tenant fo:rmers ano there isn't much to divide. Tf he would

Jork, 'e would give him ell he hel he needed.

She ells you that they intend to give their chilcren 011 the ad­

van toges of an educetion. oer two older chiloren will be in hi.h school

next year and we hope 0 send them through college if they oon't get

merri£ge in heir heE-ds like she did.

She says she had a hErd time when they were broke. She couldn't

get Davison to close the store. It almost closed itself toS there was

scarcely anything left to sell or eive ewey. You find as she continues

that if Rooeevelt hsd feiled to .rovide relief for the people, they

would have hed to close up. After their customers began to get work,
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they would pE:y c little on their old accounts and v;ould trE:de with them

ond pay cash. It ,.asn't long before hey had restocked their store and

were beginning to gain ~round ~ein.

Lt this time their store and dv;elling had so long been neglected

that it was im ossible to 'ut it off &ny longer. 'oney was scarce and

he went to the bank and mortgcged his all for enough to recover hoth

buildi s, painted &nd patched them up. Then began a long series of

economizing. Ithough they h&d been accustomed 0 this so long it went

hard with Doskie. She anted a nev; c~r. She couldn't get out of eight

v'it he old one fearing it woule break covm. She was expecting a new

baby soon and her nerves were all unstrung.

After the baby c&me she ~ot hock to her no. &1 heal h ~nd neither

one of them as had to have

er hea t is too gooe to be

doctor ince. She l~~h~ and says that

l&dy.

avison end the children ceme in to dinner, which ..a~ erved on the

k tchen ·aole, which con$isted of corn muffins, s eet potatoes, turnip

greens and rich S' 'eet milk.

~e tells JOu ~ter he bad gained and aid his debts he decided he

~ould 1 ke to s~read out a Ii tIe. ~e ur h ~ed a lot, uuilt ~~ stocked

ano er general store in e li+tle 5tation of Canoe, 'hich c~e ve

near la]in= hin flat again. e says he didn't have a very 500d ins =ht

to human nature or he would never h~ve icked this so c lIed friend to

run this sto e for him. One of his brothers ran it a,.hile until he

found something better to do. Then he hired this man, a so called friend,

t~ work for bim. ~ell, he held it open for a year and he losing money

all the time. "ben it cOllap ed he found this man hed con inually been

carIJ'i unperishable things home ct ni ht, loc'in~ them up in room.

"fe openec up with my sock in another uilding in three day after he

left, but I had to t~:e my ~edicine and it left me pretty flat.
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.e p&used and looked thoughtful, &nd lith his slow dr&wling voice,

con+inued. I was afraid to venture Ggtoin bnd I might unconsciously

cook the goose thbt laid the golden egg. 'uuy a good m&n has succeeded

unusually ';ell for some ye&rs and then to his o~n surprise f&de out.

Sometimes i hes been because he didn't underst&nd some vital reason for

his previous good for une. !!e didn' have ful:y opened eyes.

,e says that to be s&fe, then, let's assume that in the midst of

your rosperity you really are in " little danger. ~d then let's check

the succe'ss order lith the tag, so to speuk, and see if ome item is

bein overlooked in tbe delivery.

~e has before him -ome i e s in the ~u~ce~s order diw~layed and those

ere the ones thet par-ticularly appealed to him: .~oderni~ed .;tore, con­

ce",tr..tpd buying, 10J'&1ty to 'ependable BYPlIl'p$attractive and 0 en dis-

pleying, emphcsis on fresh fruit3 end ve~et"bles, courteous treatment,

efficient uccountin", persistant and '.. ell-thought-out advertising.

'!e ~ays a force of good clerks is like b eood digestion - lixely to

r.Jiss its just sh&re of conscious appreciction until it i~ lostl If ;:/our

clerks are really good - eo le like to meet old friends. Anothe~ thing,

when peo le deal \ith the ~ame clerks over a consider8tlp eriod hey

become Ipss rice conscious. Good clerks ~ean more b siness - end more

rofit on ~ ~iven vol e.

'e says though t is is hard to do in " country general s o~e &fter

he "lade S :: failure in Canoe, he dete~ined to ut a 1 his time and

energy 0 his store here at home. 5e t~~es the 'ercb&nt ~eekly and tries

to develo his selling techni~ue, by usin~ some of their ide~s. ::e thinks

here are so e peo le \;ho C n' be leased but you must lease hem to

" reE-sonable '''BY.. . If" ;,'ou are the loser "t ti:::es, aL.8ys give them the

benefit of a doubt.
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These people here, my neighbors, heve helped me to build up this

s ore and I cleim it is most through hem that I hr.ve prospered. They

h VI' helped me by being ood custo-:,ers, c.nd I ried 0 do my p::.rt when

t ~:/ 'ere in need.

"e el s me 0 is one kno eneo:! in his neigh:,orhood whom he hod

aover-ced one sll~er, until his cro .&5 made. James smith, r. oli icel

';c:lIes "lad!' his brags thet he would urn him, or he oulan'

bo~s, or so he thinks, found out he '"us for he "e\"., . De..l end oosevelt.

ay him

\. a he o\.ed. ITe c=e to the store for groceries :for his wife und everal

children. uvison Ie him huvs the groceries. J~es old him he ould

reeret his politicbl vie~s, ~e didn't giv!' it uch thought. He traded

on and a+ he end of the yeer he mcde good his word and refused even an

hon",st talk. evison tried ever; way for a settlement, but he goes by

wi h his face ::.verted, I' doesn't c::. I' now and is glad he found out

o.bou him before he used him further. He does ever~'thing he cen ,,-ainst

him, and DavLon doesn't \.::.nt him for" friend.

He hros 0 keep u cloce .atch out for the trend of the IDurket. "

fe\ ti:t:",s he sot left b~' bu;;ine "hen the ::1~rket is fluctating ..nd to do

this I' ts.k'.es two d<.il:,· pc;:.!'rs. He doe~n't •.cit for the mail c~rl'ier

to trir~ hese. ~e either sends or eoes himself to town five miles

6\CY e~rly in ~e ~orning for hi: pc~ers.

':1' says he has s udied the ....n s of all his customers, end if he

fuils 0 have ·...h;;.t the:,' w.,n , he doesn' let hem leave the store but

sends some one else- 'here c.:fter this ar icle. "Yes, of course he l::.die

o ~lse-v.h!'re to get heir finer clo hes. I ;;.I..ays 'ee just he 5 ::.nd­

ard kind of clo b." I ~lso sell friendliness "'c .ell;;.c food cnd

clothes.
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D~vic n ~o~e Lnd his ~ife

r.:r.vironment

This is u furmin~ community, the citizens o~~

their f~rms with the exception of their tenLnt f ..rmers. They

ere good subs Ln i~l eo~le of the rogres ive t, e. There is

~ ~hree roo school ha c~rrie= hem hrough the third grLce.

~e coun y furnishes L school bus to carry thoseho h~ve

finis ed this grLce 0 0 n ~o t e _r~Lr Lnd hi~h school.

It boosts G ~~ ~i~t church, cz ~OEt of the co~­

ni _y are o~ the b= ti_ raith. ~o_e th& belong to other

de~ ~in_tions, ~o ~ive iles in their cc s or trucks to vorship

in the r o~~ feith.

escriQtion of !!oue e:

The house is corn osed of six rooms, three on

ecch side -i h no connec ing &11 between. •• l&ree front orch

he exte .ds all he sy cross he front. I is ruin ~d "hite

end covered' itb green composi ion roofing. The arlor, dining

roo end kitchen ure on one side end three bedrooms on the 0 ­

posite sice. The ?srlor has u ru~, living room suite, c floor

l£mp, and recio. The dining room has 0 silk rug, e dining room

eui e end an old ime chandelier l~p hat hones from he top of

he c~iline. The ki eben I LS e .ui~ed ith a v.ood rW'..,;e, tv.o

tLbles, c close t L \L_ LttLched to t e ..ells. h bri~ht col­

ored linolium covered the floor.

The gues roOM hes a bedroom uite, & bl e
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• Atmore AlabalM

July 2I, I939

Dick ~nd Charlie Gandy

(Ex- Slaves)

Annie L. Bowman

Identification No: OI27­
5505

"Yes Miss ize libin on bODrid time and de good lord

has been good to me': says, uncle Dick Gsndy as you come

upon him chopping cotton in his field.

You can find him any day in the summer working on his

five acre farm, chopping cotton, hoeing corn and sweet po­

tatoes. ncle Dick was born a slave in Georgia his master

• Orphan Gandy or Ole rse as he calls him owned a big

plantation and six hundred slaves in Macon Georgia.

"No Miss I dont member nu own mamnu. But I does member

Liz& de woman what took care ob rre and raised me from a

baby.

Uncle Dick says he was eight years old "hen Old se

sold his plantation in Georgia &nd moved to Ala. He bought a

big plantation about twenty miles from Greenville and bro~­

ght all his slaves v.ith him. It was here that he went

through the horrors of the civil war. He was raised as a

yard boy, taking care of the horses and dogs. His daily

tssk at noon was to take the dogs on a four mile trip giv­

ing them plenty of exercise. He didn't have as hard &

time as most of the other slaves claimed they had.

The happiest &nd s&ddest time of his life ~as during
•

the auction sales. He someho alWays managed to get his
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his Ole Marse to let him go. Ole rse would tell them

it would be a good lesson to all of them, for if they

'ou1dnt behave and work hard .he would surely sell them'

which was a horrib1l! thought to them all as they never

kne\ \:hat..kind of a man would buy them.

\,hen the wagons would come bringing the negroes to

the auction block, all the prospecting buyers would be

there. Vhen the gong sounded, the negroes would come boun­

ding out the wagon like a drove. of black mules. There were

blocks to mount the negroes on and they would look in their

mouths, feel their DUscles and have them prance about to .,J

their activity, that was fun to him, but some times it was

more than a body could stand , when they began separating

the families, sometimes a wom&n was bought and they wouldn't

want the children, they would be thrown back in the wagon

und the moans would break your heart. There was no help for

it and some woman would look out for them the best they ~ -
could, v:hile the mother would take hold of some other child

that was left behind without its mother and soothe its cries

the best they could while their hearts WEre breaJd.ng.

that was the worst part of slavery to him otherwise

he says they were fed and clothed if not with the beet it

was good and substantial.

There was one incident that stands out in 'his memory

which happened on the plantation in Georgia before they

came to A1&bama to live. If a s1&ve did ~ thing that ­

needed punishment , the others had to l itness the punishment

It happened in August on a hot day. The overseer in the

feild had some trouble \;ith the negroes and they decided
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to kill him. It w~s alright for Ole Ubrse to lay the

strap, but they couldn't st&nd for the overseer to touch

them. There WEre six of th~ slaves vho did the plotting

but only two that did the actual killing. Ie were all or­

dered to witness the hanging &nd after these two were

hung to punish t'le four others that were in on the mur­

der plot, they had some branding irons red hot and bran­

ded each on the forehead.

"No Miss dont think Ite. takin de part of dese low

down niggers, case som ob demwus so bad dey had to be

took care of som way. It was something like a convict ~ ­

farm.

His master fought all through t e war, he staid on
•

the farm and took care of his old Miss. He tells you he

~as twenty years old when the WaD closed. He dosn't know

the month only the year, because his ole Miss kept all

her niggers births by the year they were born. He is al­

m6at+.Ilinety seven years old. He has his own sound teeth

and has never had to wear glasses, he thinks it is be­

cause he never learned to read or vTite and h&d never

used them in straining to see fine print. He has never

been sick much and hasn't took a dose of medicine of

B.I\Y kind in six years. He is hale and hearty and is

proud of the fact that he is the oldest man in Escambia

county and is able to tend his little farm himself••

He married soon after the war closed and has had

fifteen children. He doesn't seem to knov where they

6.11 are , but he knov s some of them are dead. After he

\fas freed he says it was worse than slavery for a 10

time , he worked three years for thirty cents a day and

•
•
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with his ifes help they ma.~ed some wDy. After rais­

ing a family of fifteen children his wife died. He then

JlDved to Escambia county and settllld in Atmore, where

he worked in Eo saw mill for Mr. Carney until the mill

closed and here in AtJIDre he married again •• lfe h..ad no

children by his second wife who died fifteem years a-go.

&nd since then he has lived alone, doing his own cook­

ing ...nd taking care of himself in every way except his

washing which he hire/' done.

Vllile working at the mill he and his son bought

twenty two acres of land to farm , his son died and this

was too much for him to work so he sold all but five acre

Glancing around you see another colored man hobbl", ,

ing towards us • Look he says, there is IIff old friend

-Charlie'/ take a shot at him. He is eight years younger """"'"'

Uncle Dick, but you wouldn't believe it, most people

think tgink they are brothers, although they are not ~

blood kin. He tells you they both had the same master .

and of course they both went by the name of Gandy.

Charli. Gandy is not the free and happy man that

Uncle Dick is, regardless of his eight years in his favor

and that Uncle Dick nursed him when he wss a baby and al­

JlDst raised him, he looks years older, because of his bad

health. The government gives each six dollars a month.

They both are alone, each doing as the other does and ~~

most alWays together. Perhaps it is because they ~Jt. "

way , but Charlie seems a little bitter and thinks the

government should do JlDre for him as his father had

run away and fought with Grants BrIlff.
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IT. Graham, . native of 'cRae, Georgi, came to Esc mbia

ounty f.irty yeEtrs ego, ~lum he was only eignteen yeW's old,

to join his brother, John, ho h~ b ught two sections of

he~vily timbered land in the western port of the county

named Little nock. Here he ~:as eng£.ged in the turpentine bus­

iness.John took him in as L ~tneri and since the pines ~ere

virgin and turpentine w~,~t its highest price, the two men

soon rrEde a fortune off the little tract of land. As this ~

section ~.a.s dsnsely forested ~ -there were only a few inhabi­

Unts dl,elling nemo by - three to be nct. The men brought

negroes from GeorgiE. to work, £ond Eloon white men beg&TI to move

in to v'ork &TId to IIl&ke this ne~ land their homes.. They bOUeht

•

farms here Lnd there, erected schools and churches &TId soon

the land ~ound became a desirable pl~ce to live.

After the boys had made a clear fortune,out of the clear sky.

cwne a bomb shell, a l6.~. suit in hich they, being the loser,

lost everything they had. After this, there was nothing to do

but to carry on and try to regain back that which they had lost.

In spite of their misfortune they were still owners of the lbTId,

l.nd soon they v:ere on top egLin, making biS money •

•They continued on for severL.l yet.rs, making money and spend-

iIle. it. Soon John's healjlh failed. He n:s all for going back to

Georgia but Tom I asn' t rec..d¥ yet. Tom believed that John, being

more cautious thLn he in business, was afraid of his ~ild spec­

ulations. Tom always figured that if one didn't tl.ke a riSK, he

wo~ld stay in 6. rut and bever get Lnyv~ere. Since Tom's brother

.as sick, they decided to disolve oartnership. Tom bought him

out for approximL.tely fifty thousund doll~.

T.Grhharn will gls.nce up with his veiled eyes and tell you

v.ith a gentle drc..wl about his I ild speculations.He S&ys th t he

•
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continued running his still for several years &fter this and made

money all the time.

You find that he is quite a sheik ith the lLdies. one of the

old fermers living here Y.hen he arrived :from Georgia had sever<.l

children, on & beautiful little girl of eight yeers. He would

bring her candy and chel ing gum Y,'hen he visited at her f£thers

home. He s£>ys he &lv Eys mebDt to rrarry her if she ever become edu-

cated enough to ~eet his mother and sisters in equal socity.

Th neighbors will tell you that he liked to put on ~ lot 0

st:'l • '''his I.L. during horse and buggy d£>ys, bDd he \,'ould drive a

pair of' fine spirited horses with a negro' driver. :e £lso ccrried

another colored boy 10 to light his cigar. 1I0y. you never see him

with out cigar, 'hicK he considers his cheif luxury. He could

drive to to\.n c.nd get the pick of ~ girl he wanted

Gruharn gambled in cotton for several years and it is said

that he once de t 'enty five thousand dollars in one deal. ith
•

this money he bought a block of d~elling houses c.nd stores near the

L.& N. depot. This block WLS called Graham block for some time.

This he lets out for rent for a substantial sum &lthough he has ha

to rebuild in brick by an ordinence of the city councel. He says tha

that this hL s overpaid him tl;o-fold and he Iso operates one of there

on the corner as a gar&ge and beer stand. He is doing well ith thi

r. Gr&hE.m '6S born in c e Georgi in 1880. Of' rich pw--

ant&ge. His father the ll>te Judge Graham Of' .cRae I s plenter I.ho

o~ned other bustness very rich W1d b. leader in the cOID!IJm-

ity where he lived. His mother as a member of a prominent family

in Georgia. They murried eerly in life. T•• says t that time every

body :narried young. There ,re five in this family, all are living.

His oldest brother, also • Judge lives in cRae has been ~ied

t ic e. 'Tis son by his first wife pr6ctices ls: , and li. d ughter by

his second yeife is still in college. John his other brother, lives

at Little Rock where he first settled, an old bachelor, but he is
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still does business on a S 11 sc~le. Abbie his oldest sister lives

in Georgia \ ith his llXlther and tc.kes cure of her. He speaks ;ith

oride of his mother who
•

ninety yeW's old l~st Novenber. Ev&. his

younger ~ister, c vidov ,on the ~orld ch&rnpion contest in 81ifornia

for the best typist. She has vorked in \.ashington D.C. and V.8S sec-

ret&ry for Governor T&l~~e ,hile he held office in Georgia.

You find thbt T.A. finished high school ,hen he ~,s sixteen,

Eilld ttended Emory college for nearly two years. Life> as dull &.no.

monotonous to him in college. lIe liked <.dventure and ,'ork ~here

•

things 'ere doing. He left his colle career ~here he~s studying

l&v' &.TId cune to 'UilE.. -.-turally being the ocby he \:<.s some what

spoiled b.nd h&.d his 0 'Il H.y.

Duri his conversation you find that he has never regretted

leb.vi ng horne, for he found independence in "orking and lIlG.king money

,'hich he h&d alv c.ys ,anted.

Ho,. did I get f-..ll this ? Viell, everything adds up, JUllerica is

the sum of

~se1f.

desires, ~ skills, ~ conscience, ~ will pmver is

I ant thfc credit for vhat I've done, yet I've had plenty

of help. You ould think I IllUst hl>.ve a fairy godmother: c.nd you

ould be right. She is ~ nother.

I ht.ted school but she, &.s Llv £i:fs right behind roe to get

me off to school in time, Wld 'hen I caMe horne I h&.d to get ~

lessons before I W<..S I>.llol:ed to go out, ith the boys to plc.y.

She ,'ould SLY, you dont h~ve to be ~ hoodlum just be­

cause the neighborhood is poor e.nd sorry. You CWl be a gentlem;.n

0.1> ays.

His formula for deLling ith hi fello\ orkers, Wl com­
~

petitors.' e simple. He. sc~s, I'll fight like hell to get a man's

respect, Then lets hLt follo\ --&.dmirLtion & thke care of itself.

You find T•• to be ' true democrb.t, but his competitors suy
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th~t he votes which w'y he thinks ~ill help his business best,

nevertheless he has been knoln to spend fabulous sums to help in

the democratic elections.

He is one of the pillovs of th methodist church in the co
,

nunity I,here he lives and he gives freely to ell charitable~~

e says, there &re tvo things he doesn't mind doing: giving

charit~, ~d ~ing his income tax for he feels that it will help

others directly or indirectly, yet at times he is called on to~

frequent.

He &gain speaks of when he disolved pbrtnershipith his

brother. He lived in a little log shack on his place of business

and hbd a negro woman to cook and keep house for him. Abbie Cunn­

ingham a young lady now and spending her time in college was consid­

ered the prettiest girl in Escambi- Co. And his happiest times were

when she spent her vacations at horne.

During this time he was making money in v&rious WL.ys, I'dth . ~

his still and
•

<.nd speculating in cotton, he was buying

up property in different pI ces.

He enlisted as a priv~te in the orl~ war in 1916, but vas

turned dOl'm because of his health which hlid never been good, yet

he bought up liberty bonds and did everything he could to help the

cause.

The railroads were calling for timber during the war, and he

got a contract to furnish £0.11 he could get. And you find that he

never made less than one thousand dollars a month as long as they

needed timber. He gave his reasons for making so much he owned his

timber and the prices ere higher than they h&d ever been since he

could remember.

He says with a mile , after the war he thought seriously

of settling dOlvn and being a fireside rrbn, although he had to think
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quite & \.hile before he decided to take this step. He didn't have

the ti'!Je ths.t he once had for frolicking I he become lone orne and

things beg&ll to pall on him. "'0 he got on the train, went to

"ontgomery and sent Abbie 0 telegram where he v&s in school tel'-

ing her, if she ever entended Jr.8.ITYing him no e.s the time and

to meet him in "ontgomery • lTe s&ys, he didnt· give her time to

pack her things. Shs just threw what she could get hold of in

a week end bag <.nd met him in Montgomery that day and they v.ere

m&rried tho.t evening. They spent their honeymoon in Georgia. They

lived at Little Rock a year , So he desided it would be better to

move to town , where his wife vould have more social enjoyments.

They lived in one of his houses on Graham block for sever­

al years, and then built s. beo.utiful home in town and he enter­

to.ins lavishly.

In I920.the Graham Brooks grocery store went into opera­

tion, yet this nec.rly went bankrupt at e time. He says his

clerks were ~nefticent; to get rid of his men he pretended to be

broke £.nd closed up to reopen ags.in with s. ne\, force of clerks.

oDd since then ho.s been doing a b~ business and IIlI:king money.

All during the depression, 'hen others were failing, e didn't

do so ell but our expenses v.ere paid and we rmde b good profit.

\.hen l~ht wines and beer V.hS legalized in labamEi. He

had a monopoly on three counties I ~sc6Jllbia, 'onroe and Baldwin

to sell beer 'holesale, and he readily put in a b~ ,holesale beer

house &lld erected beer stands &11 over three counties. But since

then he has lost the monopoly and others have taken some of his

trade. He says, he loses <.11 the time on this but he feels that

in time he will get efficient men thl.t v.ill make good. He doesn't

intend to give this up until he has de sure.

rs. Graha.•, iho is .. soc iety belle and a big church

\or~er in the methodist church, says, she never h s time to do
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uny soci~l or church work any more, you see I wm on the ~roll•

Yet you find that she still goes t~ Sundty chool ~d belone~ to

one club, and she tells you that is the only v."-'f she hhS t~ mee\.

her friends.

I.hen she sav the beer business almost b. flCilure , she ' ..

induced T•• to let her rn&nage this purt as he hlCd so 'bDY other

things to do.

'ou find he h~s no children but her b&by brother lives

near an she 18.vishes her l.1'fection on him. \ "ith his help she

believes thl:.t they \ ill C1EJ<:e a success.

. e tells you th t on ~~ instances he hb.s filed &TId out

of con ern for his businesses means a living for Lt le~st five

hundred fellows beings, he is obliged to search out some ans\"er

\ hich he elieves, Lnd being convinced, he p-'Ust convine'e oth r ,
:: till t he y cs.rry on.

i:; next tep" fter financing th beer business, v· s buil-.

ing up , vhol s~l~ SIC and oil trude along ith the be r.

e says, he hu g S End oil Et every one of his beer stands

\ hich nu:nber sixty in th t':1ree counties. He hE. truc' • v

U fr "l ouil

o :fL! t. t t .1

i 1: t ;")"\-:'e 1 t.~ ,"' •

the places for those \.ho he

thinks Lre competent a11G they ork up the customer , r~nt

Q S 4 11 per cent on the b!!tr, gt Uld 0 i1. It isn I t long

before he finds if they ~e hon~st. ~ Uu in bu ~u&lities

The men on rolls bre on good ter!£ ith • o

S"-'fS,:j.t is not the cost of increased \ .:.ges th...t he

tter ....
~

He

I l' 1 I never curse or lose temper before them.

orr~es bout, out th ever increb. ing tbXes keep him on the

jump. I.by dont I shut do\,n I1lY hu ine u s get to L ?

I r lltell you vby: taxes &.TId the hundreds of mouths to feed
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• thc.t ¥'ould be Ib.id of:f: :fron \.ork. I h.ve to p,-y tw< s and keep

'~tur&l~,I Lke' lot o~ oney, Does it cost

• goin<:: vhether I ~£.ke cent or not.

r. lot

to live? \ ell, th..t depends on \ h&t yOll C£o.ll " lot. I can re-

member v.hen tv.ent· dollo.r ee' V.r. u lot. I ct.n get ri of'

,

tv.o t .ousand doll<.r ... v.eek nov v.ith less ef:~ort. Of: course,

the governc:ent helps me, out I still h"ve l. cert in W'cunt left.

But if: you should ask e v.h&t become. of' it I couldn't tell you.

It just melt &v· •

He s& s,considering the numerous tuxes he hhS to p"y,

there i so much tiMe I hLve to 10SL vith the government men,

th..t he could spend otheI"l ise pro:fit..bly. rTO understand he is

not criticising the n~ de£o.l, but at time it i h problem to

him. ITe helped to put Roosevelt in of:fice Uld is going to try

to keep him there.

You :find that he spends '11 his leisure hours hunt-

ing and f:ishing. He sh¥c, t.but if: he didn I t get out and rough it

occassionly he would have been dead long ago.

Yes I worry ..bout hhts here to-dh¥. But even more I I m

v.orried ubout v'huts coming I I m a certain kind of: crook if: I

try to limit vusteful productions. Yes, I ViOrry, but af'ter tll,

-
ths.ts uu job.

If' I de nd E.JV one thing more thun E.JV other, it is

this: I ant some one 'ho can help ~ ith problerr.s. and

• proble &.re to rrLke more n.cneo', lover opert:.ting costs

to step up service.
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March 7. 1939

~s. '~Qaeen and son (white)

Atmore Ala.

(farmers)

Annie L. Bowman (writer)

It Vias Boyd 1:C
)

eens h~bit, on leaving the dinner tlble in

any afternoon, to drop in the swing lnd read the dc,ys mail before

going out in the field to plow. On this pW'ticule-r afternoon, you
•

I >-
~ill find lolling on the front porch ~ ith his pipe, smoking peace-

ful~' and buslJ;y engcged in relding the Ckdly papers thl.t h&d just

come in on the dsily rural route. NeW" him in l rocker pldded vith

cus.lions Stt his mother L little 01 lristocrl tic 1<dy re<.ding

letters from her girls tho are lWLy from horne.

"Soft r It isn't so soft, tris business," he replies to lIlY

salut tion and inquiry ~s to having h soft job running this farm.

"I can remember when times were better and you !Light have co lIed

.:t f. t')4""t t. en. II

"'0 I, spoke his mother, "And I c~n't do arwthing but sit

C:.Ild re&.d".

As she t~lks, ou find that she ~8 seventy-three e,~s old

~nd has lived on this farm all her life. er father, .illiwm

LeatheM·ood, vas one of t e first settler in this county. ,t

th't time he ~a· considered a n of ~ealth. He was born and
acres

r~ised here and owned several hundred~of heavily timbered land.

Since the country was thi~ settled, he h d hundreds of sheep

and cattle that roamed allover the \·;oods. With his stock and

timber he had accUTlUl&ted hot \ &s considered a smull fortune.

Her mother, Sus~c nmone, who "'·S raised here in the piney

woods, .W&a his childhood eethelrt and they vere married very

young. They had never been further thun Pens~colh Floriuaj ond
•
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then to co:rry their produue such &.S \,001 and fruits to to\'1ll

to sell. They tr<.veled in Wl ox-cart which \' <.s the onlY mode

of trs.nsit in those dc.ys. This slow m thoe \.ould t<.ke three

or four days to make the trip. t the ti~e when yello~ fever

w&S at it's worst, he would c<.rry h lump of Lssafetida Lround

his neck to keep off th<.t dreadful diseuse. They would camp

out at night <.nd use a thousand dollLr candlestick, which WuS

~ negro slave holding a lighted splinter for them to cook Wld

e"t by.

Her re.&rks about the people and their surroundings shows

you that although they ~e poor now, they s"ill stand far <.bove

the others in their cornmun ity; c.nd class dititinction is sho\T.n

plainlY by her remarks. "'This country was at one ti e '- desire­

.. ble pl"ce to live. Like everyone else in ~ time I was tr<.ined

to an habitual belief in class system; and still in spite of

~one \,ith The ind and Southern Gentlemen I still believe th"t

this dem cratic veiw is the real ruin of our country today.

\ y, the young people ..hink nothing of rhng w~ bene th
l'

them. Jus. look at the children they r"ise."

You CWl see that in spite of this \' orn out fU'm Wld the

country's trend to\ ard ae :ocr~cy, the up?er class, the middle

class, the working

arrangelJent in her time , ,.,o!d •

d1fi'erences ,by. so~i!1-1

itions still leaves its

traces upon her world today. She was born in Noverrber, 1866

just after the Civil tar on this s'me farm. She went to the

old log school house, s t on the log plank seats and studied

the Blueback Speller, Smith's Gramrer, Davies Arithmetic and

~cDuffies ~ecder along ith the rest of ler class, her brothers

add sisters until she las sixteen yeW's old. She tal~s it.. pride
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of her old home, hich is ~ust across the field from here. EVen

though it is over a hunared years old, it is still stunding. It

~£s been repE.ireu, hO\ 'ever, ,nd the uJ?per story has been torn

dOl:n.

She s6¥s, " I married at sixteen, " long w"ys too soon for

~ girl. They never see or KnOl anything ~bout te pleasures

of sine;le life; but I v,as happy wrl it didn't make any diffrence

for in ~ time this \&S a gi ia only ambition ~d if yOl wasn't

married before eighteen you was cl-ssed 6S und old maid. This is

so diffrent from "lY girls tod6¥."
o~ JllIln .

Sne tells you that in the influx" from Georgia and the Cc.r-

olinas to ~or~ in the turpentine business was one, John ~ccueen,

from South Carolina. They net and it \ &.s <. qUick cou rtship. T;,ey

married that S&me year. e bought thic forty acres joinine; her

fathers &nO after her parents died, he bought in pc.rt of the land

.. fter it \,~s divided. He mde a good living and "as the finest

w"terrnelon gro ~r in Escambia County. There ~asn't any trucks then

to bring in produce from South Floridli; so they could ~ell alL

they raised. John I cQueen \ as a scientific fs.r~er &nO peoIle

from allover the country oiUd come and Eo et his advice.

She speaks of her nealth &nO curtiture of her spine which cas

:ingured by a fall from a horse \ hen ,he was ~cilgrteen yeurs old.

After the str~in of beLring ~ r<.ising eight children, this h"s

c"used her to be almost bed-ridden ~t times. Her doctor whom she

had placed so much confidence in had died a few months wack and she

feels like she is almost ruined.

You find that "fter r 110 een died t\,enty yee.rs <.go they h<.ve

h&d l> hard time. Her c,l1ldren didn't know hoW to take the respon­

sibility th&t w<.s left for them to carry on. After struggUilg f.long

f.S best they could for several yE ars t ey saw th<.t there ,.sn' t a
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a living for them both , they decided among them to turn the farm

over to Boyd, the eldest and Price 'ent to business school in Mont­

gomery and worked in odd Umes ith the Ilontgomery Advertiser. And

he is no circulation manager in Augusta Georgia for the Augusta
h

CronicIe • TWo of her girlS are married and two of them are teaching.
~

Clara has been teaching in ~ntgomery for twelve years. Bessie May

hss been teaching in BayMinette for eight years. TWo of her children

~re dead and you find th-t they lean on Clara for help to hold their

home together.

This three hundred acre farm has been advertised for s<..le stock

and &11 for twelve thoWllmddollars. But it °e.s herd to sell. No one

had the money thllt wanted to buy. They were on a trade ith the gov­

ernment last ye~' but this was more le.oo than they needed. hIld they

found it was to be p&id like rent and were afraid they would h&ve to

take it occk after the renters had let the place run down worse than

it already was.

Her main purpose in selling was to move to town to give her

children better adve.ntages socially and to get rid of the hard

labors of farm life.

As she t&lks, you find that although Boyd is fifty two yec.rs

ol~and he is still single, _ it is his mothers de.rest wish that

•

he would find some nice girl to mEJce a home for him after she is

gone. She feels that he is lonely as he cant get out in cornpaQY as

he should, because he has to stay with her most of the time.

In spite of her difficulties she has managed to send two of her

girls through college. Or the ones that would t<..ke I1n education,

this has been ssource of real pleasure to her as well as financial

help.

She cant do I:Uch, but sits c.round directing Nannie the colored

cookv.hom she raised and trained from a little girl, listening to the

radio,ree.di t!1e d4,ily paperll and modern .nlg zines to keep up lith
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the current news •

And she thinks we have a wonderful President, that he is equal

to I>oodro I,ilson. She s~s she could never have carrird her girls

through college, if the right kind of lIloc"ln had not been in office.

eotton W6.S up to· thirty cents a pound. And during this time they' 1!

were· .", a head.

She speaks of her minister and you find th6.t she h6.s 6.lWB¥S

belonged to the baptist church 6.t Sardis. I ...~~een 'orshiped

in the methodist church and thE. children ere equally divided.

She dos'nt think it Im.kes ~ difference, just so they v,orship in

some church.

She feels that her condition is a draw back to the fanily as

they have to use hired help 6.11 the time 6.nd 6. nurse most of the

time. The Dr. bills are enormous.

After finishing the plot of ground he was prep~ing for irish

potatoes for early market. Boyd came in and after taking his favor­

ite place in the swing, filling his pipe; he picked up the ~per to

finish the ne\\s and t lked &.s he read. "Yes we have h&.d a pretty

h&.rd time for the last few years. Try &.s I would I couldn I t make

ends meet. r"lII6 and the girls luy the blwne on me 6.S poor rn&.nnge­

ment, but ,ith the depression, 10 price of cotton and the expense

of taking care of !!V tenants, it h&.s been re..l h<..rd. They t£J.k a

bout t.le poor tenunt f&.r'ler, but I can tell you right no'. the poor

land o\ner needs a bre&k~

You fine that he is running his mothers farm 6.nd has t~o hun­

dred &.cres of l6.nd in cultiv&.tion. 'e sflYs thct before the subsid¥

no. divided ith the tenant former, they had sonething to depenu on

to build up the place, ,here they could have help•.lthough they hav~

four tenunt fw-mers on t ,e pll.>.ce, they ru:vn't mcde enough to c&rry

them through until the next crop is mc.de. This ye&r they \. ill hb-ve

to borrow money from the b...nk to sturt their fiJ"m running. l.nd they
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h~ve found thts method much che~per than h~ving the stores to

advance them•

"You spoke of the • • • I.lly yes, I guess it has helped some.

One thing it haS t~ught me, that ~'e fc.rmers will have to diversifY

our far ng and depend rore on live stock. I e have got to get 6.wQ'

from the one cash crop system. Isee that I will h&ve to st~y here

&nd I <.m trying to learn all I can."

You find from his t&lk th&t he never misses a farmers meeting,

while he doesn It do or agree with ever:, thing they SE.y. He finds he

is not to old to learn.

If things turn out right for him, he expects to plant,' cover

crop to help enrich the soil by plE.nting summer legumes in the corn

this sumner and Y inter legumes this fall.
,

r.nd he expl<.ins to me thE.t the la. experiment Station has

reccommended applying lime and phosphate and planting a mixture of

clover and gr6.sses on his pasture to increase the amount of grazing

for his live stock. This will take time and be expensive for him at

first but with careful planning E.nd hard \;ork , he hopes to get the

results his father h6.d after three or four years.

Times are not like they v.ere when his father \,as living. They

all worked and there were no hired help or tenant farmers on the

place. His IOOther and sisters did all the house v·ork. Living
d

expenses h6.ve incre6.sed 6.larmingly and they find hard to adjust.,
themselves to the hard ships of life.

W<.lking over this fc.rm, he points out E.nd tells you how he
•
Intends to run it this year. His hog p~sture , he tells you is

here his father had &lways kept his hogs and he had never tried

to do E.ny thing to enrich the land, but this yec.r with the help

of the Ala. experiment Station expects to I:1Ske all the Il:eat for

home use, tenants and a surplus for the ever ready market. Most

•

of tlulir cattle are grazing in the woods. "they have no stock
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law in Escambia County. He says, they have forty heE.d in the

~oods Lnd are raising more which they will sell to the market

<s they need the rroney. The cows come up every night to shelter

and are given a handful of shucks and hay to keep them coming

horne. He has never lost a~ like the most of the people, When

the cattle rustlers caused such a tUlll.llt in " this county. last

year. !the chicken theives de such an inroad on their

chickensJ fhey were forced to bU¥ more and keep them locked up
•

in a strong chicken house at night.

•

"

He has Wl acre that is reserved for their minister, which had

been ploved first. It is characteristic of this community to

reserve one acre for church contribution and what is raised on

this plot of ground regardless of ho much or how little, this

was carefully put away for their part as church dues.

He spends his leisure hours hunt.ing' and ~ishing on the Escam­

bia River, which is back of their farm. He says, exactly a mile

from his corn crib. And relates a humorous tale of outWitting

the law. The gwne season being over, 'be ,?Dd his companions h&.d

decided theyould like some fish for supper and set off for the

river. They w re returning home with a corn sack , eaCh full of

sucker fish,for the river abounds with sucker and trout fish.

Being tired he v'as lagging behind out of sight of the others

~hen he was met qy the game warden. He as suspicious and asked

him what was in the sack and was told that he had borrowed some

corn from a neighbor. The w&rden was satisfied • But those a­

head didn't think in time Lnd it cost them each one hundred

dollars. But they abided their time for revenge. AIxl one day

in FlolI&ton these men being half drunk,they found thi warilen on

the street and with combined force gave him a good beating.

His views on modern women are not very complimentary. He
,

thinks they have degenerated from a once pure etheri characters





• Neighborhood:
L~s. Lizzie L~Queen

The people in this neighborhood are old settlers and own their

homes, v'hich they inherited fro their l.Ilcesters; who h~d home

steaded here when government land was open to settlers. They are of

the ignorant type and 6Ee not very progressive.

For years they had no schools, nearer than five miles. Since

these people cared so little for education, they failed to prepare

a way for the children to go.

This is a baptist comm1nity, although the nearest church is

five miles ~way.

Of recent ye6.rs they h~ve had schools that teach through the

sixth grade and busses that carry those who are ready for

higher grades to consolidated schools.

House:

The house is built in an L shape and is composed of six rooms

There are two rooms on one side, a guest room.and a living room

that extends on the front. "'our rooms are on the oposite side.

Boyds room is connected to the living room by a slmll =rrov hall.

lTS. "cQueens room is next then the dinning room and kitchen. There

is a long narro porch that extends all Lround the front and back

porch. The house is painted red and i covered with a tin roofing.

The-house is inexpensively furnished but with good taste and

care.

The lavms is spG.ciously dotted with flovers end shrUbs and an

old pear tree that has stood in the corner of the front yard for
to

ages is covered wit v'hite blossoms len<' a charm.
~

The house and surroundings are spot1essly clean.
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