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Rl~-SI4Vi---~-RISSEY WILLIAMS

I was told to go and see Rissie but it is very little sihe knows,
being just a baby during slavery time so could tell the few things she
could remembar hearing.

She was barn the second year of the war on Widow Mouse's place
four miles fwom Opeliks, Ala.msking her seventy-four years old. Her mother
and father ware Ammie and Adam Woodson, they had ten children that lived,
Naney Oollier, Armie Olayton, Felix, K Henrietta Floyd, lMartha Calyne, will,
Joe Henry Bmmie Dowdell, Katie Swanson and Rissey.

She was ownad by “sasie Mgddox, har grandmother was part Indlan,
would run away all the time and at night would go off to a cave and sty
all night™ Moater couldn't do nathing wid her®.

She said there were 80 many kids they had to sleep three and four
deep for they only had one planked room and ome shad cook room,the beds they
iid have were home made and corded or roped for sglats;and of course cooked
on the fireplace and on a three leggéd skillet with no sides ,over coals,
to cook hoe-caked, then for frying or broiling they had another three leg-
ged skillet with sides to held the grease. Rissey has a black iron pot
with the sides chipped off that she #8 using now as a wash pot to boil
clothes in that they have had long,long baefore the war.

Thay spun and wove their own cloth, made homespun,splid colors, had
some ealico. <They wore undershirts, no panties,and no shees. rthe wedding
dress was mostly swiss or lawn.

She married at the court house,an o0ld plank building then,and married
inher sister's blue lawn dress she had two children that lived to be grown,
Nagshack and sister, BSxa Scott. She is living with her daughter now.




Speskin’ uv dlothin', ever thing thet we wore back then wuz
made by hand, Many er night my ma use ter set and spin wid er spindle.
1 have set and done the cardin' fer her so she couldgit her task done.
in der summer we would vear underwear thet wuz made uv gottom, in' der
win' er our underweare wug made uv flannel, Yer shoes wuz made uv cow hide
thet had been tamned right there on the place., Yem wuz der hardest shoes
1've ever seen, Pome times dey would wear out fore thew: any 'ﬁn |
soft, and den sometimes after dey wuz wore oui you cou hardly Bbin ‘em.
Some uv der hands wsuld go bare-footed until der fall and den wear der
ghoea. Slippera wuz nt worfi then. Yer fust pair uv elippers L ever member |
havin wuz de onés 4 bought Ter my weddin . Vey didn cos' tut ‘er doller
and gebenty-five cant. MI weddin suit aidn' cos' but eight dollers, and
er atraw hat ter malch it cos' sebenty-five cent. b hremdg e

Ag 1 gaid ance before Massar young and ole ¥igsers wuz mighty
good fo'kes on er count uv dey mever vhipped any uv thelr Hands. 1T dere
wuz one dat would give trouble dey would git rid uv him, Pe overseers
had ter be kind to de hands er else Ne wuz out uv a Jjob, Dg chillun wuz

e dey would brang |

mighty nic' to ever time dey wenV td town er to der sto
us young uns some candy er aamethin.,Joinin cur farm wuz er farm whar de |
servants fared like dogs. Vey wuz allways beatin on some uv dem. |
bver body worked hard durin dat time, dat wuz all we thought |
we wuz spose ter do, but Abe Lincon (Lincoln) taught us better den dat, |
Some say dat Abe wuzn't iter'sted (interested) s9 much in freein de slaves
as he wuz in savin der uniaon. Yon' make no 4iff 'ence ef he wuzn't iter's
sted in de black fokes lie sho done a greal thang by tryin ter save der
union.Some uv ther slave holders would double tTher perportionuv workiso
ag ter git ter whip em when night come, & heard my ma say after slavery
thet dey Jjest whipped de slaves so much ter keep dem cow'ered down and.
cause dey might have fought fer freedom much soocner then it did come.
Caledb come frum New Orleens, Louiseammer, lie say dat menny er |
day ship loades uv slaves wugz unloaded dere snd sold ter de ‘one awfferin
de moat money fer dem.~“ey had big chains and shackeles on dem ter keep
dem frum gittin away.Someé time dey would have ter go a long waye ter git
ter der faxpenikdey would go dis distanse in er wagon er on hoss back, |
- er bout leafnin ter reed and riteﬂef'n s0 mych as r
Epoke uv _leernin to reed and rite we wuz scolded e de debil (devilk !
£ we wuz gau™t lookin im er book yeé wuz treeted same as ef we had killed,
somebody. A servant bett nt be cau ¥ loakin In er bookj didn' make no
d4iff "ence ef yer wuzn't doin Hothin ‘but lookin at de pictu'es.
cupchessetae VHASe £0'kes Ald/badishakingewRbces.Rha VB por SMORNETr:
9 jhadlzhshingevuices. hhd ig cgepd
Bi¥R1ong and reed de bible fer de preecher, and ter keep dem frum ta king|
uv things: ghet might help dem ter git free. Yey would sing songs like
"steal away', ' been;toilin at the hill so long"; and” old time religion’,
| Lyer onge er while glaves woyld run awey ter de north,
Most time dey wuz cau t and bou’t back, Some times dey wou.ld.git. despe= |
rate and would commit suicideé fore dey would stand ter be bou t back,
Une time thet + lmow uva slave thet had 'scaped end when dey pried ter
ketch bim he Jjumped im er creek and drdwn hisse £ He viz bou t frum over
§n Seo gia, e hadn’' been in Alabama long fore him and two more tried ter
ncaﬂn' two uy em wugz cau't and bou't back but dis edder one wemt ter
der uv sweet dreams, ‘

After the days work wuz done and all had eat the'servants had
ter o ter befl. -Most slaves worked on satu'day jest like dey @id on
monday$ t wue frum kin ter kant,or frum sun sun, My . loung never
worked hig slaves til dark on satu day, He al let em quit round four

clock. *& would dis time washin =nd ba ter git ready fer |
church on sunday, Speskin uv holidaysj ther hands celebrated ever hoile




do any fishin' cause we younguns had to tend gaps ter keep der cattle
off uv der crops. +he grown ups had ter go ter der field.

Life wuz kiner (kind of) heppy durin slavery cause we had
never knowed anything bout any oder \other/ sort uv life or freedom.
All we knowed wuz work from one end uv the year ter de oddery, ceptin
on holidays. Then we'd have ter go ter ¥vhurch or set around der fire
and lis'en ter der older fo'kes tell storys. the grown ups would go ter
a danse or 4o sumpin else fer indertainment., “ourse we younguns got a
heap uv pleassure out uv them fairy tales thet wuz told ter us by der i
older ones, + know ma and them use ter tell some uv the awfulest tales
some times 4 would be fraid ter go from one part uv the house ter de ‘
odder wid out scmebody wid me, %e young uns would have ter play some

sort uv a game fer indertainment., i‘here wuz a hole lot uv games and rie-

ddles ter be played beck thenj it have been so long since + played any
uv them thetl + have most near Tergot the biggest portion uv them,
i do remember a song er two and a few riddles thet ole “aleb use ter tel
use.+he song went sumpin like disg EEFST

Satu'day night and sunday too

Had er yeller gal an my mind

sonday mornin break uv day

“hite fo'kes had me gwine,

‘he riddles wuz like disg
@lick as er mole black as er ceal .
Got er great long tail like ey thunder hole,'
(skillet) .

Croocked as er rainbow teeth like er cat
wyess al uv yer life Lut yer cant guess thet,
(black beryy bush)

Jrows in der winter dies in der spring
bives wid der root gtickin strait up.
(iciele)

‘here wuz anodder song thet Caleb would singg it goes like dis.
whar yer gwine buzgzard, whar \rér gwine erow

, Ywine down ter der rivver ter \do jest so.

‘here wuz a whole lot more ter dat song ‘lut 1 done fergot it,

Anodder song thet comes ter my mind isg |
Hawk and der buzreard went down ter der Low
*hen der hawk got back he had er broken JaY
“ady 8 pocketbook on' der judges banch
Haden had no use fer a pocketbook sinece.

ome times I visit ole Mingo White and me and him telks— Vel

der days dat me and him wugz boys, We gits ter ta'king and fore yer
know it ole &ingo is cry:.Ln' like a baby. Cordin' ter what he saya he
is lucky ter be er livin',Vis is one thang L never likes ter talk
about, "hen slavery wuz goin on it wuz alright fer me cause I mever
Ena.rd, but it fes‘b wuzn 't right ter treat human bein's thet way,
lt. aint how. il fared, but how ther majorty uv them did fare,

f we hadp/t er had ter work and slave fer nothin we might have had

somethig ter show fer what we did do, and wouldn't have to live frum
piller ter pest now,
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TA=SBAV w=eaae JT0'F ALLTH

This old megro is a fine, faithful honeet old fellow,hap worked
hard 411 8ix months ago and is »ot abhle to work at all now, ;

Jeff was born Mareh 16,1862 in Macon Uo. between Loachapoka Ala.
and Tuskeges ,Al&. His Master and Mistress were lLewis and Jane Allen,
his brothers and sisters weye Prank, Frederick, Merie Sherman,William,
Harriett and Allce,his Aunt and Uncle Hancy and Denaile Stodemine 1ived
on the place 100, The houses they lived in on the gquarters were in
one long row,below the big house and on the other slde were the berns,
oribe and shop. There wus a large wooden bowl lun the yard that they
called all the little nisrra up late in the afternoon and fed them in
it, powring bread and milk iuto the bowl and they stood around and ate
it with wooden spoons.

He remembers his uistress woaring long train dersses and he and
Dave would always fuss omer who wus going to hold her train off the

dirt this time
"Phe Master and Mistress were Mise Carrie anéd Mr. James Allen,they

had two chillmm.” Jeff was one of those shirtetall fellows. The
overs-er kept lots of hogse and cows and was Jefi's and Dave's job to
pull the bars down and ay the fusses they would hale over that too. ¢4
any of the slaves went off the plantation they had t0 have passes or the
patrollers would oatch them and whip them a sight thinking they had run
eway .
His father used t0 haul corn at night to the soldlers and such
things as used to call haints(I'se never meed nor heerd anything at night

that I couldn&t account forl
The raid came twice and he and his slster staid in the woods all

night the first time but the second time they didn't go anywhere. He
heard that they hung old loster up by his two thumbs to make him tell
vhere his mémey wus b8t he wouldn't talk,then they made Harriett cook
their supper. The segond trip they hung Moster up Wy the neck to try
to maske him tell and he still would not talk,s0 they sald,"Wont you take
supper with us, and Moster sald,No,so then they sdid let him down I spec

his damn neck is prettiy sore,”
We left in a fow years and went to Bullogk Co. Georgia, "I marrisd

Julia Youngblood and had ong son,but he went north wheh young and I have-
n't heard from him in years. I jined church cause I wus a sinner and

wanted to be better.”




BX-SEAVE===e- JEFF ALLEN

This o0ld negro is a fine, faithful honest 0ld fellow,has worked
hard till six months ago and is pot ahle to work at all now.

Joff was born March 16,1862 in Macon Co. between Loachapoka Ala.
and Tuskegee, K Ala. His lissater and Mistress were lLewis and Jane Allen,
his brothers and sisters way® Frank,K Frederick, lMaria Sherman William,
Harriett and Allce,his Aunt and Unecle Nancy and Dennis Stodemine lived
on the place too, The houses they lived in on the gquarters were in
one long row,balow the big house and on the other side were the barns,
eriba and shop. There wus a large woolen bowl in the yard that they
called all the little niggers up late In the afternoon and fed them in
it, powing bread and mild into the bowl and they stood around and ate
it with wooden spoons.

He remambers his uistress wearing long train dersses and he and
Dave would always fuss ower who wus going to hol& her train off the
dirt this time

"Phe lisgster and Mistress were Miss Carrie and Mr. James Allen,they
had two echillun.” Jaff was one of those shirt-tail fellows. The
overscer kept lots of hogs and cows and was Jeff's and bDave's job to
pull the bars down and my, the fusses they would have over that too. If
any of the slaves went off the plantation they had to have passes or the
patrollera would catch them and whip them a sight thinking they had run

away.
His father used to haul corn at night to the soldiers and such
things as used to call haintsTI'se never seed nor heerd anything at night

that I couldn’t account for?

The rald came twice and he and his sister staid in the woods all
night the first time but the second time they didn't go anywhere. He
heard that they hung old lMoster up by his two thumbs to mske him tell
where his méney wus b%t he wouldn't tslk,then they malle Harriett cook
their supper. 7The second trip they hung Moster up by the neck to try
to make him tell and he still would not talk,so they said,"Wont you taks
supper with us,and loster said,No,s0 then they said"let him down I spec

his damn neck is pretty sore."”
We left in s few years and went to Bullock Co. Georgia. "I married

Julia Youngbloed and had one son,but he went north wheh young and I have-
n't heard from hinm in pears. I jined church cause I wus a sinner and

wanted to be better.”
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EX=SLAVE=-=-~GEN. LEE BALLARD W

Poselbly this o0ld man's parents thought he could be famous after
he got to be a big boy and called him general after Gen. Lee Hullard,
that is all the mame he would give me saying that is all of it.

He was born at Clayburne Parrish,la. near Shreveport,Nov.18,1861,
they then moved to Vanway,about eight miles from Opelika,Ala.betweaen
West Point Ga. and lLa Fayette Ala. His mothers name was Ursie and
father'e was Wesley, they had eight living children that he knew of,
Ualine, Julie, Mike, Elic, Howard,K Will, Jessie and lee.

The quarters were about fifty yards from the big house and were
mostly of logas, few plank or weatharboardedhouses;all the cooking was
done on the fire and they cooked hoe-cakes on the griddles, and thay
were three legged skillets with né sides to it and "I sho ean remembsr the

them waffles we had whem chillun ,best I'se ever had" The beds were
homemade with the sijdes fitting into holes in the walls, using thé walls
28 the head of the bed and having corded or roped slats.

"When I wus a boy they tried to mske me brave 80 moster used to
make me hold stray cats while some body cut dey heads off and it slio wus
a turrible Jjob" All the little boys woere long shirts, kinder like
dresses only about half ways below the knees and ware called shirt-tail
boys,had no pants and after the war they had pants and wgists all made
together and fastened all way down the back, and they used the same
clothes on Sunday too. In winter we had some wool and other wus home-
spun.

Our Moster and Mistress was liary and Jim Monk, I liked him batter
den I did her,she wus kinder strict. They chillun wus Leoyd, Lula, lMattie,
Jimmie, K Hathan,K Mell Rissie, Annie, Sudie and Sallie. ster's house
wus a large planked house with the kitchen off frum the house. We did-
not have any close neighbors but wus one poor white family lived up at
Wilson Log,but dey never did bother us and we didn't hgve many alaves
eitheriiogster wus young and at one time he bought ,don't know how puch
land at ten and fifteen cents an acre. Mr Tetter wus our overseer
and he wus tough, he would get us higgers up fore light and have to wait
to see how to go to0 work and them whip and beat us,one time he cut one
and stuck him with his knife.

0ld Mogter never did @ell any of his niggers, always gave them to
his chillun. We could go to the wvhite folks church and if ever went
anywhsre at all or off the plantation we had to have a pass or the pat-
rollars would ketch us gnd whip us a sight. ce the Ku Kjux Klan came
there and tried to seeer us niggers,so he drufik a2 whole buBket of wgter
at the time and us found out later that he had some king of thing inside
his mask that wotld hold the water,they whipped some of us too and you
better not stay out later than ten o0'glock at night eithar.

When it was time to go to the war he remembered his father and
hands throwing up levels to shoot behind if had to. "Mr. Joe left and went
to the wgir g0 he said he wus going to bring a Yankee skin home with him,
ona day gaw him coming from fishing dragging an eel behind him so I
flew in the house hollering that Mr. Joe wus bringing that ¥ankee skin
with him, Whem the Yankees did come they just came in eight or mine
miles of our place. We s8taid on about two years after freedom and
later on I married Loveless White,I wore a blue coat to a wool suit and I
give twenty some o0dd dollars for the ecoat too, we had five chillun
Manda Lee,Dolphus, Napoleon and Beulah,then fifteen grandchullen.

Olden times are doubtless batter in = way for we wus fed good. I
an & member of the Methodidt Church and I don't beliave in Religion like
I uged to but believe in being born by epirit and Christianity.




1
i

v

|

Ill 1

_(Thooting ecannons hit sceerad us nearly ter death and dey didn' do neo harm
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SARA BENTON | e o Preston Klein

LEE COUNTY f TR L Ope

e i

Sara J:santon 1ivea in Opelika. Ala, ,now and used te own lota of pruparty
in west end of town and is a very earelese lazy kind now has lest 211 she had
and is living in the very worse kind of place,the porches are all heles, teop
and botton,don't See how she has kept from falling.

She was born at Fredonia Ala.,and was twelve years old when the war bmke
out her Mether, K Martha and Father Wesley Cox ,had feur children to live ,John,
Cornelia Monrea and Sara;their home was up close to the big house and not
down at the quarters for her liother waa the cook and thair house was a leog
cabin plank floors and had four-postar beds with roped slats.,

My grand-paw lived in La Fayette and was owned by the Hays. All our
fireplaces wus big and yer know us cooked on de fireplaces cause wuan't no
stoves in dem times and us et mostly pet-licker 6 milk en bread sometimes us
had er little meat, hit sho made big streng niggers do.

My daddy wus ar shoemaker and oy Mother dome the weaving our dresses
wus hoge-Spun and wool-mixed and gingham,l married in er gingham dress,sum-
times us had er white dress.

Us had sum good white folks eof you déne your wurk good and didn' giv
em no truble but ef you didn' course dey whipped yu. lir.Ben and Miss Sara
had 8ix c¢hillun; Charlie,largaret,f Sara, liaris, Feff en Ben,and den wus mis-
chifus little ole boys too, Day lived in er big plank house but our eoversear
lived in ar log house lak us,enly bigger, ir.Pat Licore and my daddy driv ole
Vlstess,de carriage house wus up ¢lose to #e big house.

Qur overseer got us up by light and blowed er horn en I seed him whup
er slave one day, wid er Bull-Hhip. When us ud go off or ter church,us
walked or rid in our steer-wagon an us slaves went ter de white church en set
in de gallery,your white preacher read de Bible and sung dat good ole song
"Jesus lover er my sSoul™ ,en den us had baptising by de white preacher at
Hill's Pon@ and my,didn' dem niggers shout and heller and sing nother goed
ole seng,"Dark wus de night ,cold wus de groun' ,which de Lerd laid his haid,"

Dem ole patrellere wus sho mean,walked '"bout at night en whup you ef
yer Bidn' have er pass frum de Harster and ef could keteh yer dey sho cut yer
upe. All us had good dancee en frolies on Szadddy nights lr.Pat Moore used 1
ter wateh too,us had ter wurk on Saddays jest de same a& any other day,mother
good frolic us had wus on Xmas gnd hav parties en danece® and my,de times uf
dem cormshuckings, nother sach hollering and drinking. as yer ever seed.

I never will fergit dat hansom cake whut my mother cooked when Mr. Sam
married.

When dem Yankees cum thru hollering and shouting Youdse freced and

+ut us hid heap er Mpster's things in de slave houses.

Us staid on tho er while and atter that I married Abb Bentom and had
saven chillun and all er dem i2 dead now,I lives wid my neice em hit is she er
hard go,shé ain't goed te me neithaer.

I had er pither er Abraham Lincoln once and he sho wus er fine looking
man,I recon he think he wus helpin us niggers but us wus doin' mighty well fore
freedom, I'se always tried ter live right and dat's why 1 Jined de chureh. |
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EX2SLAVE « HATTIE CLAYTON, Opelika, Alabama,

In the suburbs of Opelika lives Hattie Clayton, a Negro woman nearly 90 years
old, born in slavery; yet remarkably well preserved and able to recall clearly much of her
life "befo de war", as ahe expresses it, She lives with one of her numerous grand-daughters
and insists upon doing such portion of the housework as her physical strength permits, and

further insists that the portion done by others,be according to her direction. Indolence, |
=
in Aunt Hattie's sight, is almost an unpardonable sin, and she keeps the others on the move |

as long as anything about the housekeeping needs mitaxtiax looking after,

I found her, late in the afternoon,sitting in a big rocker on the porch,knitting stead-
ily with a speed that fairly made the needles click, As the typist would say, Aunt Hattie
uses the "touch system™ in her kmitting, only glancing at the work to turn a corner, or what-
ever it is the oldtime kmitters do when they change places with one of the needles. When
she found that my mission was not to sell something, but to learn something of her early
experiences in slavery timea, the old woman was cordiality itself, and readily talked about
those days.

"Yassum, Missy, I knows all erbout fo de war, cause I was ®xx right dar en seed hit all,
My Ole Miatis wuz de Widder Day, en I neber seed Ole Marster,kase he wux dead fo Ole Mistis
bought me, Ole Mistis bought me when I wuz eight year old, en she said d= folks she bot
me fum, come fum Georgy; but I don't Fdmember nobody,cep Ole Mistis; ef I had er mammy en er
pappy,l don't member dem, Us little chilluns didn't go to de fiel, tell we wuz big nuff
ter keep up er row, en de oberseer, Joe Harris, made us wuk hard; but he wan't mean ter us,
ef we wuked, We started ter work at daylight, en dey brung our brekfus ter def fiel em we
et hit at sun up. We et dinner in de fiel too, but we quit at sindown en et supper at de house,
Ole Mistis wuz good ter her niggers; she didn't let de oberseer work us in de rain ner when
hit wuz too cold, en I nebber went ter bed hongry whilst I wuz er slave,"

"Aunt Hattie,didn't you do anything but work, didn't you have any pleasure™?

"Law, Missy, we had mo good times dan dey has now. Ef de fiel wuk wuz up, us didn't
Wuk Saddy ebenin, en we could hadb er banjo dance nearly ebery Saddy night. Lots o7kin-a.
Ole Mistis en her company come ter our dances en looked on, en when er brash nigger boy cut

some cu'is steps,de men would trow him dimes, en dey would all laugh fit ter kill."
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* De grown niggers could get passes en go to church Sundy en Sundy night, en sometimes
dey tuk us Mttla\'ﬁ\-ﬁ",af we been behave all de pas week, en I sho liked dat; cause I alluz
did lak singin en I knowed all de church songs,lak 'Ole Ship er Zion' en "Happy Land', but 1
knowed dem songs long fo I eber went to church. Ole Mistis tuk all de little chilluns what
wan't big ermough to go to church,en read de Bible ter um out in de back yard under er big
tree - I members some ob de readin yet,what Ole Mistis read to us chillunm, I learnt de songs
fun de udders what sung em when dey got back fum church, en de fiel hands alluz singin whilst
dey wuz wukin,"

" ¥e neber had no trouble tell de yankees come, en dey skeered us nearly to death, We'd
been hearin dey wuz comin, en dey didn't come; we heerd ergin dey wuz comin,en dey didn't
come; S0 we quit bein skeered. Den, all ter once, dey drapped down right outen de sky
en wuz all ober de place fo we seed um, Us little chilluns run en hid in de fence corners,
en bshine some guilts hangin on de fence, en dem yankees rid dey hosses right up in Ole Mistis
yard,whar she didn't low no hosses to come, en dey wuz mad cause Ole Mistis done hid all de
meat, en all de flour, en all de meal down in de swamp, en hid de silver summuz,l dunno whar,
en dey cussed right fo Ole Mistis, en rid dey hosses all ober her flower-yard. Dey tied
Unker Luke,Oles Mistis head nigger, to er tree en whipped him wid er bridle cause he wuddent
tell whar Ole Mistis hid tingas; but Unker Luke didn't open he mout - jes let em whip. Ole
Mistis, en all of us cried whilst de yankees whippin Unker Luke, en she sho did bless em out,
Dey wuz so mad,dey sot de barn erfire, en dey set da crib erfire, en dey sot de ginhouse
erfire en burnt em plum up, en den dey sot de big house erfire en burnt hit up wid evey ting
Ole Mistis had in de world - when she fotch enyting outen de house,dsy flung hit back, eben
her little chilluns picturs what wuz dead., Us chilluns wuz skeered so,we runned clear off,
en I got lost all night en didn't get back tell nex day, en dere wman't nobody daxm dar,em I
wuz hongry. Dem yankees done burnt up all de cabins en all de niggers wuz gone."

" %ell, what becams of you,Aunt Hattie? How did you make out? "

" 1 went on down de big road tell I come to a oman's house what de yankees didn't burnm,
en she gin me sumpn ter eat en let me liv wid her. 5he knowed Ole Mistis, en sont her word
whar I wuz, but I reckon QOle Mistis neber got de word, I lived wid dat lady tell I got

majied to my husbun, en us moved to Fayette en den ter Opelika en I'se been here eber sence,
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®* T neber did see Ole Mistis no mo, but I went back dar one time atter I wuz maied ter

see her, en de place wuz all growed up wid weeds en bushes, en de shade trees cut down en

de fences all gone, I didn't know de place en de folks what libin in de little house

B T e e

dey built close ter de spring, dey didn't kmow nuthin erbout Ole Mistis, ner whar she gone;
den I come back erway fum dere en I don't want ter go dere no mo. I'se er gittin erlong
vey well here: but dese triflin chillum, lazy chilluns worries me er lot. Dey don't want

me ter do nuthin but sit down in er cheer all day, en I wan't brung up ter do nothin dat

er may."

*Don't hurry off ,Missy,I 'joyed talkin to you, come back ergin.”

After leaving the gate, I pumy¥ glanced back and saw Aunt Hattie's knitting-needles,

which she had allowed to rest during the latter part of our conversation, get into action

(

again, at a speed soon to make up for time lost on a visitor,

(END)
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Aunt* Mattie Clayton sald, *I'se gittin' erroun’ de ninety
noteh, honey, sn' I reckon de Singdom ain't fur away.*

She lives in a tiny cabin not far from Opelika. Her sghoulders
are bant: her halr gray, ut she still does a large amount of house=
work. 5he 1ilkes to 21t on the tumdledown front porch on sunmer aftere
noons, vlving her ¥nitting neodless and stretehing her aged legs in the
wvare sunlfcht,

*"Twuz & lonz time ago, honay,” she observed when talk of slave=
vy Says was brought uwp, "tut I "mesders ae of "twuz yestidy. Ny o}
slotus vz de ¥idder Pay. She owned a2 plantation slos't to la/ syotte
an' she was uighty good to us niggers.

*01' Nistus boughten me wvhen I was Jus® a 1ittls tyke, 90 1
don't ‘mesiber "bout ny pacpy an' mamny.

"loney, T "menbers dat us 11ttle ohilluns 41dn't go to do fiel's
twel we was bz "'muff to keep wp a row. De obersesr, Marse Joe Farris,
made us work, but he wva® good %o us. O1' Migtus, she wouldn't lst us
wmik viin 1t wuz raindn' an' col4.*

Askod adboud pleasures of the old plantation life, she chmekled
and recalled!

"I Xin heah 40 banjers yit. law me, us had o good time In dem
days. Us danced moet ab'ry Sgttidy night an' us smade do rafters shake
wid us foots. lots o' times Ole Nisus would come to do dances an'

look on. An' whin er bdrag. DiIgger Doy ocut 5 cute Lunch uv steps, 4e

senfolks would give "inm 2 @ime oF 90
*Honay, ue went t' 4o chureh on a Sundays. I allus 414 1ak
singin' and I loved de ol' songs lak, 'O1' Bhip of 3on, an' "Happy
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land.! 01' Mistus useter take all Qe 11ttle secamps dat was too 1ittle
for ehurch an' read de Book to dem under de dig onk tree in de front
yahd,*

aant NHattie,® she was asked, “do yom remanber anythinge about
the Tar Lotween the Mtaten?®

*You nean 4e Yankees, honey?®

Yoo, the Tankoes."”

ler coel bDliack face oloudied.

"Dey skeered ue nearly to death,” she degan. "Dey arep right
outen de aky. O1' Kistus Jeep hearin' dey was somin,' but dey Adn't
nebber show wpe Don, all Ser onece, Aey wae awarnin'® all ober 4 plaee
vid delr bLlue coate a-shinin' af delr horsen asrarin'.

e eiVlung ™un on M4 in de Tence corners an' bebin' odlts
dat was hangin' on de line. An' honey, denm Yankees rid4 deldr horaes rat
ento 01' Nistus fMower beds. Dey unted de gilver, %too, but us done
hd dat.

'Y "wonbors dey wuz mad., Dey sot de house a=fire m ' tuk 21l de
vittals dey oould fin.' I run away en' got los’, an' vhin I come Dack
all de folks was gone.*

Snt Hattie sald she *wint down de dig road an' some %o a lady's

houge vhere she remsinad until ehe marrial,

"Us moved to h’dotta an' den to Opeliks,® she concluded, “an’

I vin' here eber sinece.”

he 1ives with one of her numerous granddaughters now. The
finds her great happiness in de ;:mls:'anr} the moments when she oan sit
in the ehade and dip her mind Datk 1NTO BEDOTY.
Sgsh. Copy,

5511. m-
Le B,
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I was told about Sara Colquiit and in going out the first time,I found
her real sick,in no shape to be disturbed so I made a second trip and fougd
her up in a chair resting and w pulled her out on the fornt porch for a
pictura. She lives with her daughter and she keeps her nice and clean,
while the daughter 13 in the field working, shekeeps another resl small old
woman, nlnaty to look after her mother, it s moat like, "the blind leading
the blind

Sara was born in Richmond Va.,but doesn t remember the dates,but says
gshe is over a hundred years old. VWhen she lived in Virginia she was sold
there. once and was married and had two children during slavery time. Her
Mistress and lioster there was lr.Bill BSlsughter and liss liary Slaughter and'
they had two chillun,ﬁnbart and Brat. iy brothers and sisters wus;Henry
Tate,Sam,Jannie and Teener. "Our houses wus log cabins wid one room ,dirt
floors in two Aong rows,de beds wus nailed to de wall wid two legs at de
foot had shueck and pine-straw mattresses.,

Mise liary wus good ter us but us had ter wurk hard and late,frum fore
day light .I wurked in de field ev'y day and would take my littlsst baby
and tie hit up to a tree limb while I hoed snd worked,to keep ants and bugs

(‘ frum getting on hit. All us niggers wus fed Ifrum de big kitchen and some-
times us would steal more food dem us wus giv"but ug wusn't hongry none.

I wis one er de spinners too and wus giv' six cuts to do on a resl
at de time,and do hit at nights lote er time too. 1I'd help cook at the
house when de real cook wus Sick or had a hesp ar company. Us cooked on
er great big fireplace wid arms hanging over de coals,ter hang pots on to
bile and us had three leggéd skillets ter Iry in,dat set over ceals,den us
cooked sho nuff bread, ash-cgkes,de best things you ever et nothing lak hit
dese days.

Our clothes wus home spun orsanburgs,would dye sSum er dem, 20lid,sum

wus checked.
I wus brung ter Ala.and so0ld frum de block er gin fer $1000 to I,
Sam Rainey of Camp Hill,bAla. I etil]l wwrked in de fisld and would cook
fer de white folks and Jjelped in de house to0 on specisl occasions, Our
overseer Wwus Ilr. Green Ross and he wus a bad un too,mean ,my goodness,whup
you in er minute, put you in de buck and tie your feet,whup you er sight,

He waked de slaves wid er horn, blowing hit fore day and us wotrked

( ti1l1 dark. All de little niggers wus called ter be fed at de house in wood-
en bowls fore us cum frum de fisld and put to bed by dark. I'd come by de
Sspring-house and get de milk and bring ter the housa,cold fer dinner.

dr 4wo chillun wus named Lou and Hli. Vg could have all de fun us
wanted on Sadday nights and us sho had it, cutting moon-shines and dancing
all night long sometimes, some would pat and s ing"Keys not er running Keys
not er running,"and us gho did more'n dance too. Our Mistess would cum down
sometine, early ter watch us dance,

NHext ter owr &ances,wus de cornshucking,we had our fun dare too. lMoster
would have corn hauled up to de cribs and piled high a8 ar house,den he
would invite de hands around to cum and help shuck hit had two leaders or
generals and have tow gides den see which slde would win fust and holler
and &ing,l dis-raemembers the hollers Jjest now,nmy mind is sortear missing gt
times, Moster would pass de jug er-round too,dey sho could work, dat pile
would"vamighi"toe.

Us used de whitefolks chureh in de morning,I jined church den cause 4
tried ter live right and wid de lLord.

When de Yankees cum through Badeville, Ala,us heerd hit and Mostar
hid his money and lots er his fine things in de colored folks houses and dey
never found dem neithar.

Lat me see who I married, I might nigh fergot who hit wus, 1 did marry;

F




but hit wus Prince HEnetit. I jest tell you 1 hope dey don't have no

sore sech.as slavery, fer hit Wil toreible.”
Sara was & nice friondly oRkd woman, but ghe can not soe a8 had cate

aracte on both oyen,.
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gara Colouitt, who used to till the fields in slavery days,

now has a handmaiden of her own. Sara does not know the date of her
birth in Richmond, Virginia, but she says it was more than a century ago[y
(1937), The "girl," whom her daughter has employed to take care of
the nearly blind and helpless centenarian, is well past eighty herself,
yet she keeps her charge neat and clean and the cabin in which they live
tidy. Sara's daughter works in the fields nearby at Opelika, ila., to
keep the family going.

mr. Bill Slaughter and Miss Mary Slaughter was our marster and
mistess and dey had two chilluns, Marsa Robert and Marsa Brat," Sara
said.“I had four brothers and sisters, Tate, Sam, Jennie,and *‘eener.
Us lived in log cabins wid dirt floors and dey was built in two long
rows. Us beds was nailed to de wall at one end and us used corn shucks
and pine straw for matiresses.

'"Miss Mary was good to us, but us had to LorJ?hard and late.
I worked in de fields every day from 'fore daylight to élmoap plumb dark
I usta take my littlest baby wid mqi;I had two chilluns, anéitie hit
up to a tree limb to keep off de ants and bugs whilst I hoed and worked
de furrow. All us niggers was fed from de big Bkitchen and wasn't hongry,
but sometimes us would steal more food dan was give us anyhow.

"I was one of de spinners, too, and had to do six cuts to
de reel at de time and do hit at night plenty times. Us clothes was
homespun orsanburgs, what us would dye, sometimes solid and sometimes
R checked.
"tgides working de fields and spinning, sometimes I'd hope

wid de cooking up at de Big House when de real cook was sick or us had

a passel of company. Us cooked on a great, big fireplace what had arms




-hanging out over de coals to hangj;t’yots on to bile. Den us had three-
legged skillets what set right over de couls for frying and sech like.
Us cooked sho' '"nuff bread in dem days, ash cakes, de best thing you
ever et. Dey ain't nothing like dat desem days.

"I waslsold oncet before I left Virginia. Den I was brung down to
Alabama and sold from de block for $1,000 to Mr. Sam “ainey,'pg!camp
Hill, Ala. I still worked in de fields, but I would cook for de white
folks and hope around de Big House on specisl 'casions. Qur overseer
was Mr. Green Ross, and he was a bad one, too. Eean, my goodness, Qe'd
whup you in a minute.He'd put you in de buck, tie your feet and dens
set out to whup you right.

"He would get us slaves up 'fore day blowing on his big horn and
us would work twell plumb dark. All de little niggers'd get up, too, and
g0 up to de Big House to be fed from wooden bowls. Den dey'd be called
ag'in 'fore us come from de fields and put to bed by dark. I useta stop
by de spring house to get de milk, it was good cold too, and tote it
up to de Big House for dinner,

"T had two chilluns. Dey v.as named Lou and Eli, and dey was took
care of like de rest. Us useta have some good times. Us could have all
de fun us wanted on Sa'dday nights, and us sho' had it, cutting monkey-
shines and dancing all night long sometimes. Some would pat and sing,
'Keys not arunning, Keys not arunning," and us sho' did more'n dance,
I'm telling you. Sometimes our Mistess would come down early to watch
us dance,

"Next to our dances, de most fun was corn-shucking. Marsa would
have de corn hauled up to de cribs and piled as a house. Den he would
invite de hands 'rcund to come and hope shuck hit. Us had two leaders
or generals and choose up two sides. Den us see which side would win
first and holler and sing. 1 fempesks disremembers the hollers jest now.
My mind is sorter missing. l arsa would pass de jug 'round, too. Den

dey sho' could work and dat pile'd just vafiish.
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wgs used de white folks' church in de morning. I j'ined de
church den, fcause I always tried to live right and wid de Lord.

"When de Yankees come through " adeville, Ala., us heard 'bout
hit =nd Marsa hid his money and lots of his fine things in de colored
folks's houses. Dey never found 'em neigher,

"lemme see who I married? I mighty nigh forgot who it was I
di¢ marry. Now, I knows. Hit was Frince Hodnett.
"No'm, I don't want no more slavery. 1 &8l hope dey don't

-

have no more such, 'cause hit was terrible.2
pitcher
"Yes'm, I'd be proud to have my PAEEEERR itook."
So pridefully Sara's ch ir was dragged out on the porch by

her maid, and the SIsNpEExXXTONInREI® "pitcher was took."
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CARRIE DAVIS

LS8 CQUNTY

A8 ‘T went in, CGarris was weshing and I spoke to her andssked 4f shs
had ‘& Jittle time to spare me, "Yes'm,I show 48 and I hopes you .is come to
help me too;thay all seem t0 have that ‘idea, that 1 am part of the welfare.

They are always willing to tell what they know and tickled 'at having
their "pitoher tuck.™ She lived with her daughter and things were very
clean and pice. |

Carrie 48 living at Smiths Station,ila.now, but was born in Harris GCop
Ga. snd wa® about ten or twelve when freedon came, Her mmother and father,
gartha and Nethan Parry had seven children, Amy, Ida,Knoxie,Jim Abrsham,
Franklih and Carrie.

Us lived in the Parry quarters,dey wus log, wid split loge, put up edge
ways and daubbed with méd inside and out. Dey wus 'bout one handredyards
frum the big héuse where ir., Billy and Miss Nancy Parry lived, they had Clara
Maria, Malinds, Sara,Klic Jim and Bill. They wus real good to us too., Us
gt at the big house, course hit wus cooked on de fireplace but us had meat and
greens not much biscuit, den us had eollards and cabbage. De men folks hunted
lota, too and caught rabbits, possums, cooms and fished sometimes. OQur beds
wus homemade and de sides wus scantlings wid legs mailed on, den had slats
nailed on top er hit to put our shuck and straw mattersses én.

We lef' our grand-parents in vVirginia., I wus used fer & housegirl and
to help keep de pyarda and bring in water., Us wore mosStly slips, woven in .
homemade looms8 and hit wus orsanburg and homespun, Sundsy and Momday de same,
our shoes wus made at er tan yard and dey wus brogens and hard as rocks,

Some er our white neighbors wus poor and had no slaves and would help
us work. Qur overseer couldn't punish us but wosked dem hard and late,
waked us up wid a trumpaet. Da carriasge driver wus Charles Parry. -

The loster on de next plantation wus mean, whether de Slaves done some-
thim or not, he had certain days ter whip all dem, wid strops, wid holes in
hit dat raised Flisters, den dey took a hand saw and cut de blisters and
bathed dem in 8alt water. Atter they got thru dey served de helper ter a big
dinner. Our Mistress has put salve én a hesp er the backs so dey could get
they's shirt off, had stuck,they'd come to owr place fer watar and Miatress
would see them.

Day used ter téll us ef us didn't work dey wus going to sell us to help
feed the rest, and bless your aoul us niggers would go to work too, Moster
nsed t0 loek his prisoners up in de eridb as punishment. I'se seed many a
nigger put on de block and sold for b00 and $600.

Us couldn't go off wid out a pass.,and you better not, let dem keteh you
wid a book. Us walked %o de white church and set in the back.Mr.Davey Snell
would preach and baptise you and have foot-washings and sometimes dey would
get 8o happy till dey shouted and sometimes next day they would dhout in de
fields and git a whipping. Bf yvou got out widout a pass they sot the hounds
on you,and patrollers would tear &m up too ef you staig out Soo late,

Us had sech good times Saddy nights, frolic,dsnce and have cornshmkings,
they wus a néther good time,mo2t uv em would be tight and sing and holley,
"Sheep's in ecotton pateh,got em out Londay, Had er been a white man, go% em
out Sunday," Xid Kimbrough wus our leader would sing Pixie too.

Imas morning ué had a better breakfast and call us up to de house and
give us ratioms. When any er the glaves got married dey went up to de white-
folks house and jumped over de broom, now you'se married. £f Moster wanted
ter nix hie stock er slaves wid a fine stréng stock on nother plantation, dey
would do us like horses. When us married us could have a big supper.

All us chillun had a big time, played "Pretty Pauline,"in rings, "Tuen
Charlie™, jumping rope and sech like. 1 never did see nor believe in ghosta

vwhen ue got sick uistees give us horse-mint, life-ever-lasting,golden~




rod and hodly teas hissum and den us wore asafetida and pop-hall seed.

De Yankee® handcuffed our folke and carried em off, Uoster had his
meat, corn, fodder and sech, hauled in de swamp er de next plantation and
dem Yankeaos went as straight to hit as ef dey saw us pul hit care.,and ¥Purned
hit up, took some Jands frum next farm too. #hen freedom come, Hoster said
you is all free and could go Or gtay, us staid on fer a while.

Eu Klux Elan come roand and beat em up dem,lak dey does now,

1 married Charlie Gibson and had two chillun and twelve gran-chillun
and nine great gran-chillun.

{*se heerd Abraham Lincoln's name but don't know nothing'bout him., 1
got tired living 'mong widked people and in the open and 1 wanted tobe saved
g0 1 jined wid de church and 1 still tries to de right.
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Plantation Punighment.

Carrie Davis sald:"Honey, dere was a lot of cruel
things done in slavery times."

ghe was washing when I arrived at her shaniy near
Smith's Station, Ala. She asked me: "Has you come to help me?® I
sald: "No, Carrie; I want you to tell me about slavery.®

ghe ghook her gray head, recalled: "Dem was good
an' bad times, Mistus; good an' bad. I had a purty good marster; but
de marster on de plantation dat A'Jined our'n was mighty mean. He
was a bad man, no matter if de slaves behamed or not.

"Honey, I 'members dat he had certaln days to whip
all de slaves wid strops. De strops had holes in 'em g0 dat dey
raised big blisters. Den dey took a hand saw, cut de blisters an'
washed 'em in salt water. Our Ol' Mistus has put salve on a-heap of
backs 80 dey could git deir ghirts off. De shirts'd stick, you see.
De slaves would come t0 our house fer water an' listus would see
dem. *

ghe was asked about her life as a slave.
*I was borned in Harris County, Georgla," she sald,
"an' was "bout ten or twelve when freedom come. My mamuy an' pappy
was Martha an' Kathan Perry an' had geben chillunsg. Besldes ne,
dere was Any, Ida, Enoxie, Jim, Abraham an' Franklin.
"Us lived in de Perrzy quarters. De cabing was made of
split logs, put up edgeways and daubed with mud inside an' out.




Dey was 'bout a lundred yards from de big house, whar Marster Billy
an' Mistus Nancy Perry lived. Deir chillunsg was Clara Maria, Kiiax
Malinda, Sara, Alec, Jim an' Bill. Dey was real good %o us, too.
Us et at de big house. Course de food was ococked on de fireplaoce,
but us had meat an' greens; not much biscoult. Us had collards an'
cabbage, t00.

"Sometimes us would have wild game, 'caze de men hunted
lots anl caught rabbits, 'possums an' coons. Dey also kotched a Xot
of figh.

"No'm, our beds wam't so good. Dey was homemade an' de
glides was scantlings wid legs nalled ony; den hat slats nalled on
top of it to put owr ghuch an' straw mattresses on.

My grand-parents was from Virginy. When I zams was a slave
I was used as a houge-girl an' to help keep de yards an' bring in
water. Us wore mostly slips, woven in homemade looms; an' dey was
orsanburg an' homegpun. We wore 'em Sunday an' Monday de same. Us
ghoes was made at a tan yard an' dey was brogans as hard as rocks.

*I *members dat some of our white neighbors was poor an'
didn't have no slaves. Dey would help us work. De overseer couldn't
whip dem, but he would make dem work hard an' late. I 'members, too,
dat de oversgeer waked us up wid a trumpet.

"Dey usta tell ug dat if us didn't work dey was golng teo
sell us to help feed de rest; an', bless yo! soul, us niggers'd go
0 work, too. Earster wasn't nean an' would lock de slaves in de
orid fer punigiment. When slaves was sold, I seed many a nigger put
on de blogk for five an' six hundred dollars.




®Us couldn't leave de plantation widout a pass;
an' you better not let 'em kotch you wid a book. Us walked to de
white chuxrch an' set in de back. Mr. Davey Snell would preach an'
baptize, an' dey had foot-waghin's. Sometimes de niggers'd git so
happy dey would sghout. Den dey would keep shoutin® in de flelds next
day an' git a whipping.

*If a nigger got out widout a pass, dey sot de
hounds on you; and de patrollers'd tear you up, too, if you stayed
out too late.

"Us had sech good times on Sattlidy nights; frolle,
dance an' cornshuckin®’g. lost of 'em would be drinkin' an' sing an'
holler:
‘gheep's In de cotton patah;
Got 'im out Monday.
Had 1t Deen a white man;
{ Got *im out Sunday.*

*Eid Kimbrough was our leader, an' he ocould sing

"Dixle’, too.

"Christaas mornin' us'd have a better breakfast
an' dey would give us rations at de big houge. Vhen any of de slaves
got married dey went up to de white folks house an' Jumped over de
broom. Dat was de ceremony at de weddin'. An) i marster wanted to
mlx his stock of glaves wid a strong stock on *nother plantation,
dey would do de mens an' women Jest lak horges. I "members dat when
two niggers married, dey got a big supper.

"All ug chftlluns had a big time; played Pretty



Pauline, Twrn Charlie an' sech-lak. No'm 1 never did gpee ner
btlieve in ghosts.

*when us got sick Mistus'd give us horse-mint, life-
everlasting, goldenrod an' holly teas, higsum; an' den us wore
asafetida an' pop-hall seed.

swhen de Yankees come, dey handouffed our folks an' took
tem off. Marster had his meat, comrn, fodder an' sech hauled iIn de
swamp near a nesr plantation. Dem Yankees went as straight to 1t
as Af dey had seen us put it dere. Dey burmed it all up an' took
gome niggers from de dther famm.

*yhen freedom come, I 'members dat marster told us dat us
was free, but dat we could stay on if we laked. Most of us stayed
on wid him fer a spell. Now an' den de Ku Klux Klan'd come around
an' beat on a nigger.

*I married Charlie Gidbson an' had two chillun, twelve
grand-chillung an{ nine great-grandchilluns.

*Honey, I's heerd Abrsham Linocoln's neme,but don't know
nothin' 'bout him. Ivgot tired livin' ‘mong wicked peoples; an' I
wanted to be saved. Dat's why I Jined de clurch an' still tries %o
do right."




Preston Klein,
Lee County,
J ack ‘“1.. Editor.

T

PLANTATION PUNISHMENT. A —

Carrie Davis said "Honey, dere was a lot of cruel things done in

glavery times."
She was washing when I arrived at her shanty near Smith's Station,

Alsbama. B5he asked, as so many of the old Negroes do, *Has you ocome to
help me?® I sald: "No, Carrie; I want you to tell me about slavery."

She shook her gray head, recalled: "“Dem was good an' bad times,
Mistus; good an' bad. I had a purty good marster; but de marster on de
plantation dat J'ined our'n was mighty mean. He wae a bad man, no
matter if de slaves behaved or not.

*Honey, I 'members dat he had regular days %o whup all de slaves
wid strops. De strops had holes in 'em so dat day ralsed Dbig blisters.
Den dey took & hand saw, cut de blisters and washed "em in salt water.
Our 01' Mistus has put salve on sheap of backs so dey could git deir
shirts off. De shirts'd stick, you see. De slaves would come to our
house for water an' Nistus would see Yen.

Auh;ﬁ about her life as a slave, she sald: *I was borned in
Harris County, Georgla, an' was 'bout ten or twelve when freedom come.
My mammy an' pappy was Martha an' Nathan Perry and had geben chillun.
Besides me, dere was Amy, Ida, Knoxie, Jim, Abrahanm, an' Franklin.

"Us 1ived in de Perry guarters. De cabins was made of split
logs, put up edgeways and daubed wid mud inside an' out. Dey was '"bout
s hundred yards from de big house, whar Marster Billy an' Mistus flaney
Perry 1ived. Deir chillumiwas Clara Maria, Melinda, Sara, Alec, #im, an'
Bi1l. Dey was real good to us, too. Us et at de big house. Course
s

de food was cooked on de fireplace, but us had meat and greens and
not maeh biscuits. Us had collards an' calbage, too.

*Sometimes us would have wild game, 'ca'se de men hunted lots
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an' kotched rabbits, 'possums and coons()Dey also kotched a lot of fish.

"No'm, our beds warn't so good. Dey was homemade and de sides
was scantlings wid legs nailed on. Den slats was nalled on Top of it %o
put our shuck-and-straw mattiresses on.

"liy grand-parente was from Virginny. When I was 2 slave I was
ugsed as a house-girl and to help keep de ylrd@%;ﬁarﬁfing in water. Us
wore mostly slips, wove in homemade looms; an' dey was orsanburg an'
homespun. We wore 'em Sunday and Monday de same. Us shoes was made at
a tanyard and dey was brogans as hard as rocks.

*T 'members dat some of our white neighbors was poor and didn't
have no slaves. Dey would help us work. De overseer couldn't whip dem,
but he would made dem work hard and late. I 'members, too, dat de over-
seer waked us up wid a trumpet.

"Dey useta tell us dat if us didn't work dey was going to sell us
to help feed de rest; and bless yo' soul, us niggers'd go to work, too.
Marster wasn't mean: .ﬂ would look de slaves in de erid fer punishment. |
When slaves was sold, I seed many a nigger put on de bloock for five and
8ix hundred dollars.

"Us couldn't leave de plantation widout a pass; and you better not
let 'em kotch you wid a book. Us walked to de white church an' set in
de back. Mr. Davey Snell preach and baptize, and dey had foot-washin's.
Sometimes de niggers'd git so happy dey would shout. Den dey would keep
ghoutin' in de fields next day and git a whipping.

*If a nigger got out widout a pass, dey sot de hounds on you; and

de patrollers'd tear you up, too, if you stayed out too late.
*Us had sech good times on Sattidy nights; frolie, dance an' corn-
shuckin's. Most of 'em would be drinkin' and sing and holler!
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'Sheep's in de cotton pateh;
Got 'ic out Nonday.
Had 1t been a white man;
Got 'im out Sunday.’'
*Kid Kimbrough was ou;hloadar. and he could sing 'Dixie,' too.

“Christmas mornin' us'd have a better breakfast and dey would
give us rations at de big house. When any of de slaves got married dey
went up to de white folks' house an' jumped over de broom. Dat was
de ceremony at de weddin'. And if marster wanted to mix his stock
of slaves wid a strong stock on 'nother plantation, dey would do de
mens an' women Jest lak horses. I 'mesbers dat when two niggers married,
dey got a big supper.

*All us chilluns had a big time§ played '"Pretty Pauline,' 'Turn,
Charlie,' an' seoch-lak.
"No'm I never did see nor b'lieve in ghosts.

*When us got sick Mistus'd give horse-mint, life-everlasting,
goldenrod, an' holly teas, yessum. And us wore asafoetida and pop-
ball seed.

"When de Yankees come, dey handouffed our folks and took 'em off.
Nargter had his meat, corn, fodder, and sech hauled in de swamp near
de plantation. Dem Yankees went as straight to 1t as if dey had seed
us put it dere. Dey burned i1t 2ll up and took some niggers from de
other farm.

"When freecdom come, I 'members dat mareter told us dat us was free,
but dat we could stay on if we lacked. Most of us stayed on wid him
for a spell. Now and den de Xu Klux Xlan'd come around and beat on a

nigger.
*I married Charlie Gibson and had two chillun, twelve grand-
chilluns and nine great-grandechilluns.
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"Honey, I's heard Abraham Lincoln's name, but don't know nothin'

'bout him. I got tired livin' 'mong wicked peoples; and 1 wanted to be
saved. Dat's why I j'ined de chureh and still tries to de right.*

Washington Copy,
7/20/37.
L- H.




EX=-SLAVE--~-LOU FLOURNEY

Lou Flournay has been, in days gone by, a faithful old soul, she
was a short stout, light colored woman with a tall skinny husband,both
working at the depot cafe and they passed Jjuat as regular as clock
work never missing a day nor the minute most, but she is a “gooed old
wagon done broke down™ now., She was lying down most of the time during
ny interview.

she was born thmee milea from La rayetfe Alabama,on the Uriver
plantation but dees8 not remember When so can t tell just how old but
was a little girl old emeough to remember some things that lmppened.Her
mother and fathey were Classey and Sithey Driver, they had several other
children, wiley, lMandy, Clare, laura, losing several as babies.

Their home in the quarters was very comfortable,as far as that
went in those days,it was a log cabin with a shed room for the kitchen,
having to use the fireplace as stoves,s0 faw s8tovas in that time, "We
cooked greens.peat home raised,eorn bread,soot and al],making our own
meal and Theur,and had plenty of dried fruits. We all used the big gar-
den up at lMogsters but could have all we needed.

Qur rooms were comfortable and warm and we had plenty of baed chdthes
The beds were homemade, screwed togmther at the joints,corded across
meking the slata for the mattwess to rest on and some were woven across
with hickeory stripa,moat of the beds were fouwr posters some plain and some
were what they called spool beds,us chillun had a2 stool to get in with,
thay ware so tall?

*1 was a good big little girl go they put me up at the house to
nurse the loster's littleboy,Jim Driver. Our clothes were made out of
thick home wovenhomespun but we had no undies undermeath,so theay wus not
8¢ very hot;now for Sunday we had a prétty calico dress and the big
chillun had some shoes but not many and of course they were malle at
home too, and were 80 hard they she did hurt your feet".

We lived in the fust house in the gquarters for my mother,she wus
the cook at the big house and my grandma had to do the spinning and
waaving. We had plenty of good warm clothes for sold weather and plenty
of food to eat too?

We had the best mogter, our Mistress wus dead,Mr Berry, our Moster
did noet have a vary big plantation and he tended to everything hisself;
his house wus a log house too but Rhigger than ours. We didn’'t have
many neighbors some rich ones and a very few poor ones,but den thay
never did bother us nor us dem,but when the chullem would come home the
poorer white folks would come te our house and hekp my mother cut out
clothes for themiand weave and s&pin.

Our Moster wus good but you had to wrk doo,my oldest brother
slept up at the homse and would come down by day light and call all us
niggers or knewk 8o hard us thought a storm had comg, us would put in a
good days work too,worked till bout dark, and we wus so0 tired didn't
frolic much, sometimewould gather at a house in the gquarters on Satur-
day night but all us kidswus put to bed and if we didn't behave dey told
us that Haw Head and Bloody Bones would get us but we naver did know
whut dat wus.

If at anytime Moater wanted to send any of thehanda off hehad to
have a pass or whan we did occasionally go off to chureh,if not the pat-
rollers would give you a whipping,thinkingyou wus slipping off. We
could go to church in the wagon sometimes but mestly walk. Dey wus
mighty good to us bout reading the Bible and when Xmaa come dey would
give #8 1ittle niggers some trash and give the older hands rations

He took good care of his niggers and when dey got sick hewould




nave the Dr, and often give us castor 0il and tea made from all kdAnds of
leaves and roots, for colds.

We heard the Yankees wus coming a0 lioatew gant off his most valus-
blethings hid the horaes ,but fhey did take off some of them and hid what
money he had, 80 when the Yankees did come they malé my mother océéh  up
nearly a barrel of flowr and five or gix hame and took off lots of hams,
syrup,all the egges we had and dey didn't hurt us no way more than das,
but we heerd they d4id lots of harm to Ssome,guess tho they wouldn't feed
um, We just couldn't believe it when M ater called us all up and told
us we wus just a8 free as he wus, and he wanted to do whut wes right so we
gtaid on two or three years with him.

I married Gus Flowrnoy in a white swisa dreas, but had ne wedding,
we 8taid on long tAme den on Mr. Driver/ssom's plantation. I had twelve
children but just got five living, Authur Flora,Gus, Nathan and Lou,.

AbrahamLinclon wug & gentleman to dé colored people, and Jeifgyson
Davis will do if can't do no better and Booker T. Washington will do tok-
lable wall.

I joined church when I got big cause 1 wanted the blessings and
have health and t0 save my soul, I wanted to try to get %o heaven too. 1
am = Methodist and belong to St. Luke, in Opel ika, Alabanma.

Lou lives with Authur and wife now in Opelika, Alabama,on North tenth

atreat.




£X-SLAVE-----BERT FREIERICK

This l1ittle 0ld negro is so nica and polite, has had his back broken and
sannot stand erect,though in sitting, as in his picture, you See he is
very straight. His hair, beard and mustache are all perfectly white,
He was hoeing his garden when 4 went to interwiew him and would Bave to

lean on his hos to stand up at all.
Bert was twelve years old about time they were freed anéd sayshe

is eighty-odd now, but as to exaciness can't tell. He was First own-
ed by ixr. xich Vernon in ¢hambers Jo. Ala.,then sold to Mr.Bi1l Freder-
ieck.

As 2ll little boys them he was a ghirt tail fellow, wearing just
long shirts till he was twelve. His job in those days was to drive the
cows and sheep t0 pasture and see that no eagles caught the lambs, coma
running if he saw one around. "¥s had a pen to ketch wild turkeys
in too."™ "galnor put fire to my dressing table one day and 1 nevar
did have no more use fer her, ahe wus mean."

His mother was Harriett Lumpkin and lived below Opelika, Ala., he
had three sisters, liary Dowdell, Anne Carlisle and Buma Boyd but are all

dead.
"When the Yankees came o0ld moster told the niggers to hiteh up all

de wagons and load all the provisions on tham and put in the swamps, had
about forty asres of swamp lamds. Fore long 1 seed a2 long string of
Black and white horses and lots er mules with sacks on dey backs follow-
ing dem and these wus whut dey had taken frum de white folks,

Us used to 84t round =snd listen to moster sing all de good old
gongs and he could sing dis one so pretiy; "Wants my friemnds to go
wid me New Jarusalem, Wonder ef 1'1l ever get $o0 Heaven, New Jerusalem.”
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Vants my friends %0 g0 wid me, New Jerusgsalem;

vonder ef I'1]l ever git Lo heaven, New Jerusaleml

Nappy-headed, humble little Bert Frederick sang the old song
in 2 voice that treabled and broke on the high notes. His black
faoe beaned when he hed finlighed, and "de old times" came flooding

back into hls mind.

"Honey, Ol' Naster usta sing dat good gong 1o us niggers; an'

he allus oould sing 1t go purty.”
Unele Frederick, like sll the other gray-bearded Negroes of

the 014 South, 1s ococupled mostly these days with getting ready %
neet “de Sweetl Jesuas." As well as he oan remember, he was around
12 years old wvhen “de hawn of freedom sounded.®

He shook his white head when the interviewer asked his age, a
slow guile spreading over his face.

"Honey chile, you's axed me a riddle. I digremember 'bout dat
Pe bes' I kin tell you is dat I 18 elghty-odd-but as to "zackness, I
can't tell."

Some years ago, Uncle Frederick suffered s broken back in sn
ascgcident. Sinoce then he has been unable to stand erect, but can
straighten his back when seated. Thepefore, he politely asked to
#it down when he was asked %o pose for & pleture.

His Tirst magter, he says, was Dr. Rioh Vernem, who lived in
Chambers County. Afterwvard, he was sold % Willism Frederick.

He chuckled as he recallsd the old days.

'l wvas a shirt-tall nigeer,” he laughed. "Dat 1s, I wore Jes'
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2 long shirt "twel I wss & big scamp more dan twelve year old. Heoney,

I wag & sight %o look atl”®
"Thut did I do about de plantation? WwWell, I driv de cows an'

sheep %0 pasture an' seed dat no eagles kotched de lambs. Us had
bdz eagles "roun' den, an' us had %0 be keerful wid de small stook.
Bf up warn't, ol' esgle ud swoop down an' tote off a whole lamb.

*Us had & Wiae in dem days. I "members dat us had 2 pen %
Eetoh wild turkeys in. An' us kotched 2 Tfew of dea, t00."

Unele Mrederick's mother was Harriett Lumpkin, whe lived below
Opelbka. He had three slsters, Hary Dowdell, Anne Carlisle and
Bana Boyd; but all are dead.

“When de Yankees oome %0 Alabsma,™ he recalled, *01' Master
tol' de niggers %o hiteh uwp all de wazone an' load sll de food an'
gech on ‘em. Up had *bout Tforty aores of awamp land, #0 us hid de
stuff dere.

"iFore long I seed a long string of black an' white horses, wi
mules behin' dem. Doy had packs on dey back. In de packs was grub
de Yankees had tuk off'en de white peoples.”

"Pld you enjoy the old slavery days, Unele?®

"Yes, chille, dey was 2004 daye. Some of de white peoples was
bad %0 de nigzers, but ay OL' Naster wam't dad kind. Dat de reason
he would let all de niggers sit sroun' whilst he was singin’y an' he
gould sing.*

Uncle Frederick putters about his tiny home in Opeliks, mansging
0 grow a profuzion of flowers and vegetables degpite his bent back.
He was hoeling in his garden whén the interviewer came upen him, but
he sagerly lald down the hoe when told what was sought.

"Uncle, I want to talk with you about the old times.*
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‘Lordy me, chile," he besmed, his eyes twinkling, “"you done
foun' de raght nilgzeri®
Wesh. Copy

H-L-Dt
O=T=37




X=SLAVSe=eeaJ IM GILLAKD

At Pemtleton,S.C., Jim Gillard was born and was bought for $350
when only 3 months old. He was eleven years 0ld when the wa® started
and says it is all still fresh in his mind today. There were aight chilad-
ren born to James and Hannak @illard, they were lleary, Julius, fara, Julia
Katie, Mariah and Jim, one he could not think of.
Jim s8aid Je remembered catching partridges when a boy and tasking then
to the t#ain and selling to Mr. Charlia Crowder for ten cents a pisce.
Thay firet lived about three miles from Rome Ga., them refugeed
to Atlanta, Georgia, them to Colunbus,Ga.,then to Salem, Ala. and was
there when wer ended. A8 most of the houses, they were hewn logs,
8lab floors, having ¥wo rooms and shed cook room. Their beds weee
like tables, with fowr legs nailed on to gsldes them corded over top with
ropea to tighten with a big kay, then the shuck mattresses on top of that
"0ld Moster used to kill many as thirty hogs at er time and us ocabk~
ed on the big fireplace, us had meat and bread and home made light
bread and greens, mother wus de cook, at the big housa, Us wus
carrisd to Sunday School every Sunday at three o'clock 4&a de evening
and had it at nine in de morning for de white folks and de mistress
taught us too, The little niggers et outer tin )1ataa and us boys
would hunt evey time us could slip off.
Our orsenberg clothes wus dyed brown wid walnut leaves and hagelnut

bush and on Sunday we had striped gingham pants and shoes, my father
wue de shoemaker and had a government tan-ypard,would make old hard bro-
gans for $8.00 a pair.

Mr., Steven and Miss Ligzie Beth Wilson lived in a big log house,
den moved into a Pianked house and dey had nine chillun, Anne, Stevon,
William, Liza, Humie, Hddie, Laura, Mary and Lizzie.

My father wnn't no overseer but he looked atter de hands. liss
Lixxzie Beth talkked bout de Bible and had prayer-meeting wid us niggers.

When dey would be a2 funeral, we'd sing marching before the body
fore we'd get to the grave, 'ﬂark. come the tune & doleful sound, My
yearse a tender cry- A living man come view the ground where you may
shortly lie.”

Our Sadday night frolies wus fine and us would dance till most
day sometimes, Moater's brother would fiddle fer us and at Xmas times
us would have six days to frolic. Nother big time use'd have and dat
wus cornshuckings and day would whoop andholler and sing most all night,
cause had plenty er licker de Boss give um, had long tables dat kept

fled up wid corn and deye'd set round and shuck corm till hit wus all
one.

My Aunt married up at old liostaer's house and dey giv her a big
dance and had de fiddle, dey Jjus jumped over de broom den atter slavery
wus over she had to rema.rry

De little niggers did have a big time but I sho remembers one time
de waspes stinging me diila us wae playing marbles and my head looked like
hit wus a watermelon. acted as houseboy in dem times.

When the slaves got ailing lbsterhad Dr. Word and Dr. Dunwoody
t0o come to 8ee us.

Yankees come to Spring Villa bout eight miles from lika,K6 Ala,
tween Opelika and Salem Jes a few come on to Salem and de Yankees said
to some mens, "Halt, and dey wouldn't so dey thr'fn& dey guns on dem,
two white ladies throw a white flag and dey didn't shoot but deycar-

ried Mr, John HBdwarde to Spring Villa and made & cross on his wrist

den turned him loose cause his wife wus real sick. Us niggers buried
a o:.gar box wid de Jjewelry in hit under a certain pine tree till dey
wensv on.




In years to come I married Jane Davis fust time,den Carrile Cooper
gsecond time, we had two chlillun and one grand-child, smanual Trotter, ten
yearse old.,” He is in the piocture with Jim,

Abraham Lincoln died a warrior for this couniry. I Joined church
cause I'd go to church to hear de serwon and de gulf wus too deep, if man
dies out of de Ark he is not saved but lost so I wanted %o be BSaved.,
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Sold A} Thres fme ionths for §350.

Jim Gillard was eleven years old when the
War between the States began. Thus, the memories of the conflict are
fresh; with the retreat from Rome, Ga., to Salem, Ala., as a refugee
transcending the others.

Jim was born on a plantation at Pentleton,
8.0., and was sold for §350 when he was only three months old. He was
one of eight children belonging to James and Hannah Gillard.

"Atter bein' sold, I fust lived 'bout three
miles from Rome, Ga.," Jim recalled. "Den, when de Yankees come into
Georgy us refugeed fust to Atlanta, den to Columbus an' later to Salem.
Us was at Salem whén de war ended."

Jim remembers catoching partridges as a boy, tak-
ing them to the train and sedling them to Charlie Crowder for ten centis
each.

‘Game was plentiful in dem days, " he sald, “an'
I never had any trouble catchin' deam birds.

"No'm, our houges wasn't nothin' to brag about.
Dey was built of hewn logs an' had slad floors, havin' two rooms and
a shed cook room. Us beds was lak tables, wid four legs nalled on to de
gides an' den corded over de top wid ropes dat was tightened wid a big
key. Us had shuck mattresses to sleep on.

"Us cooked on a great big fireplace. I '"members
dat dere was plenty of meat in de winter, 'caze 018 Marster used to kill
as many as thirty hogs at a time. Us had meat an' bread an' home-made




1ight bread an' greens.
"My mamny was de cook at de big house, an' de white folks

was nity kind to her. I 'members us was ocarried to Sunday Schook every

sunday at 3 o'clock in de evenin', O1l' Mistus'd teach us de lesson.

De white chflluns had deir Sunday School at 9 o'clock in @e morain.'
*I allugs went to Sunday School, but on de week days us

1ittle nigzers would slip off an' go untin' when we could.®

Jim recalls that "de little niggers® ate from tin plates
on the pkantation ; but declared he didn't mind that because She food
was always good.

"Yes'm, us had purty good clothes. Dey was dyed brown wid
walnut leaves an' hazelnut bush, an' on Sunday us had striped gingham
pants an' shoes. My father was de shoemaker an' had a govimint tan
yard whar he would make ol' hard brogans fer $8 a palr.

"My marster an' Mistus was Steven an' 'Ligbeth Wilgom.
Dey fust lived in a big log house, but den moved into a planked house.
Dey had nine chillun; Aan, Steven, William, Liza, Humie, Eddie, Laura,
Mary an' Lizzle.

"I 'members lots 'bout Mistus 'Lizabeth, ‘caze she uster
read de Bible to us nigsers. She would talk to us 'bout de Good Book
an' have prayer meetin' wid wus.

"Iy dad uster look atter de fiel'! hands. No'm, he war'‘at
no oversgeer, but Ol!' Marsgter allus had lots a confidence in him.

"I 'members dat when dey would be a funeral, us'd sing;
marchin' Pefo! de body "fore us'd get to de grave an' singin', "Hark
come de tune a doleful sound, my years a tender ory; a livin' man




come view de ground whar you may shortly lie.
"Us frolics on Sattidy night was fine an' ug'd dance twel

mos' day. Marster's brother would fiddle for us, an' at Chrigstmas
time us would have eix days to frolic. Us also had a big time at de
cornshuckin's, an' us'd whoop an' holler an' sing mos' all night.
Exxhai De biz niggers had plenty of liquor de boss gim give "um.
High tables was filled up wid corm an' de niggers would shuch twel 1t
was all dome.

iy aunt married up at de big house an' dey give her a
big dance. Dey had de fiddle and had a great big time. Dey Jes' Jumped
over de broom to marry, 0 atter slavery #afy dey had to git married
agin.

*T acted aos hougeboy in slavery times. An' all de little
nigzers did have lots of fun,

*when de slaves 20t ailin', I 'membersg dat Marster had
. Yord an' Dr. Dunwoody to come 10 see us.

*I 'members, too, how de Yankees come to Spring ¥illa, "bout
eight miles frum Opelika, an' sald to some mens, "Halt." De mens
wouldn't sfop so0 de Yankees throwed dey guns on dem. Two white ladles
threw a white flag an' dey wouldn't shoot, but dey carried Mr. Jolm
Edwards to Spring ¥illa an' made a ¢doss on his widist; den turmed him

looge 'caze hig wife was rale sigk.
*When de Yankees come, us nigzgers buried a cigar box wid de
Jewelry in it under a certain pine tree twel dey went on.
"Atter de big war, I married Jane Davis fust time; den
Garrie Cooper. Us had two chillun an' one gran‘chile, BEmanuel Trotter,

ten year' old.




*Yagsu'm, Mr. Abraham Linceln died a warrior for

dis country. I b'longs to de church, 'oaze if a man dies oStter de
Ark he is not saved, an' I wanted t0 be saved.

i




Jack Evtle
Editorial Department.

SOLD AT THREE
MOHTPﬁuFUR.ﬁigg.

Jinm 1llaxd was eleven years old wvhen the VWar between the States
began. Thus, the memories of the confliet are fresh: with the retreat
from Rome, Oa., to Bglem, Ala., as a refuges transcending the others.

Jim was born on a plantation at Pendleton, 8. C,, and was sold
for 85350 when he was only three months 0ld. He was one of eight children
belonging to James and Fannah G4llard.

"Atter bDein' sold, I fust lived "bout three miles from Rome, Os.,"
Jim reealled. "Den, when de Yankees come into Ggorgy us refugeed fust
to Atlanta, den to Columbus an' later to Salem. Us was at Salem when de
var ended,"

Jim remenbers catehing partridges as a doy, taking them to the
train and selling them to Charlie Crowder for ten cents each.

*Cane was plentiful in dem days,” he sald, "an' I never had any
trouble catehin' dem dirds,

"No'm, our houses wasn't nothin' to brag sbout. Doy was duilt
of hewn logs an' had elad floors, havin' two rooms an' a shed cook room,
Us beds was lak tables, wid four legs nailed on to de sides an' den corded
over de top wid ropes dat was tightened wid a big key. Us had shuck
mattresses to aleep on.

"Us coocked on a great Mg fireplace. I "memders dat dere was

plenty of meat in de winter, 'oa&e 0l' Mareter used to kill as many as
thirty hoge at a time., Us had meat an' bread an' Mme-made light dread an'
de vhite folks was mighty kind. migmr. I "members us was carried to Sune
day Sehool every Sunday at 3 o'clook in de evenin'. O1' Mistus'd teach

us de lesson. P white ohillung had dere Sunday Sohool at © o'eleek in

de mornin.’
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*I allug went to Sunday School, but on de week days us little
niggers would slip off an' go ntin' when we could.®
Jim recalls that "de 1ittle nigmers® ate from tin plates on the
plantation; but declared he dldn't mind that because the food was always

good.
"Tes'm, us had purty good elothes. DPey was dyed bdrown wid walmut

leaves an' hazelmut bdush, an' on Sunday us had striped gingham pants an'
ghoes. Ny father was de shoemaker an' had a gov'mint tan yard vhar he
would make ol' hard brogans fer $8 a palr,

"y marster an' Mistus was “teven an' 'Lizbeth Wilson. Dey fust
1ived in a big log house, dut den moved into a plankedouse. Vey had nine
ehdllung Ann, Steven, William, Liza, Mumie, Eddie, Laura, Mary an' Lizzle.

*I 'memwbers lots "bout Mistus 'Lizabeth, ‘case she useter read de
Bible to us nisgers. She would talk to us 'bout de Good Book an' have
prayer meetin' wid us.,

"lly dad useter look atter de fiel' hands. No'm, he war'nt no overe
seer, but O1' lNarster allus had confidence in him,

*I 'members dat when dey would bde a funeral, us'd singj marehin' bdefo'
de body "fore us'd get to de grave an' singin','Hark come de tune a dole-
ful sound, my years a tender ery: a livin' man ocome view de ground whar
you may shortly lie.'

"Us frolies on Sattidy night was fine an' us'd dance "twel mos' day.
Mareter's brother would fiddle for us, an' st Cheistmas time us would hawve
gix days to frolic. Us also had a big time at do cornshmekin's, an' uwe'd
whoop an' holler an' sing mos' all night., De big niggers had plenty of
liquor de boes give "um, High tadles was filled up wid corn an' de niggers
would shuck "twel 1t was all done.

"liy aunt narried up at de big house an' dey give her a big dance.
Dey had de f1d44le and had a great big time. Dey Jes' Jumped over de broom
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to marry, so atter slavery dey had to zit married agin.

"I scted as houseboy in slavery times. An' all de 1ittle niggers
414 have lots of Tun.

*Then de slaves got allin', I 'members &at Marster had Pr. Word
an' Dr. Dunwoody to come to see us.

*I ‘members, too, how de Yankees come to Spring Villa, 'bout eight
mles from Opelika, an' said to some mens, 'Halt'. De mens wouldn't stop
so de Yankees throwed dey guns on dem. Two white ladles Threw a white
flag an' dey wouldn't shoot, dut dey carried Np, John Edwards to Spring
Yi1la an' made a eross on his wrist} den turned him loose ‘cae his wife
vae rale siek.

*when de Yankees come, us niggers beried a clgar dox wid de Jewelry
in 1t under a ocertain pine tree 'twel dey went on.

"Atter de big war, I married Jane Davis fust Timej den Carrie
Cooper. Us had two chillun an' one gran' ohile, Fmanuel Trotter, ten
year' old.

*Yasou'm, ¥r. Abraham Lincoln died a warrior for dis country. |
b'longs to de ehureh, 'o{pe 1f a man dies outter de Ark he 18 not saved,

an' I wantes to be saved.®

Vashington Copy,
6/28/3%.
Li H.
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MArtin GRAHAN :
LEE COURTY (

"Unela Martin"came to my office, as someone fold him 1 wanted
to see the ex-slaves,s0 he eame to see what I wanted. "Mistess I heered you
wanted ter see me, I d1d Uncle Martin, and we are just going to hKhave a big
time talking about slavery time."

He is still a very capable o0ld fellow and does little joba around when
they can be gottan, .

Unele Martin was born in South Carolina. He says, ten years fore the
fust war and that he is eighty-seven years old.

Major Hare give my mother and four boys to Dr. Murphy and us cum to
Savannah Ga. in de stage and omnibus den us refegeed ter Salem Alabams.
¥y mother, Liza Grgham wus de mother er 8ix chillum that lived ter be grown,but
I don't know nothin 'bout sum er dem now, I wus one er the oldest, Martin,
GeorgaBoona, Ika, Silss, Newt and I done fergot my sister's name,my dasddy wus
Jasse Graham. .

Our houses wus mud and sum er dem had a shed room but mostly wus a one
room mud and log cabin wid & wide and big dirt and sfick chimney,dey wus in
'®#0 long rows back er Dr.Murphy's big fine house dat wus wegtherboarded. Our
beds wus nailed ter the side er the house wid one lag but day'en wus fine
high four poster beds and roped 'cross to tighten up.

Us cooked on de fireplace in three legged spiders set over Hot coals,
dey ecooked light-bread,ash-cakes cooked in collerd leaves anid den us wuld
drink butter milk and egt clabber.

Var ovarseer wus mean and He sho worked pou to death, got us up way fore day
by blowing & horn and you better fall outer there too. 1 used ter help pieck
cotton and look atter the horses and cowa,ef you didn't bring up your amounk
ar that cotton you better take to de woods 'cause he sho gwine ter tear you
up,I'd fail sometines and I could run lak er rabbit and he never did ketch
me.

PDennis lMurphy used ter drive liistess 'round all de time in her carriage
he thought he wus mighty fine. 1'se seed slaves put on de block and sold
and would get three and four and five hunded a piece fer dem and more'n dat
ef they wus extra big and strong and ef de woman bore er hsap ar chillum she

wusg valuble.
Mistess womld try to teach us little niggers sometimes, but v wusn'st

vary interested.

The grown folks used ter have big times on Sadday nights, us c¢hillun
wus put ter bed early, but dey danced till day sometimes,sSsomebody ud play
de fiddle and de tamberine, sho sounded lak dey wus feeling good,would waltx,
cake-waltz and one-step and sech.

Yes'm dey sho did have some hot times at the eornshuckings,when corn
got ready to. shuck,lioster would have hit all hamled up near de erib and would
invite other slaves over, pass de licker jug 'round several times and get em
all happy and my, coguldn't dey get dat carn shucked. Dey always had a leader
or general that led all the hollers but I dis-remembers any er dem. Some-
times would be er thomsand bushels er éorn,ift had to be put in de crib den.

On certain other days all de slaves would meet and have & log reolling,
clearing up new ground, then Moster wuld have a big dinner fixed and serve
ter 'em.

Some er de folkes used to sceer us miggers ter death wid the tale 'bout
"Raw Head and Bloody Bones".,ef us didn't mind dem but sinece 1 been grown I
ain't never seed no haints, don't 'blieve in no sech, De devil gwine ter git
some er dem tho,

One day, wus nuther sech a stirring "round and some ome called loud
a8 could"Dr-~--! Whuts de matter,"he said and den dey told him de Yankees wus g

e T T e




cbming frum Opellka, K and dey did %oo.
Dey bornt up de Smoke-houses andbagrns, poured syrup in de sireets and
hit run down lak water. JBay took our begt stock off wid dem,
When freedom cum, Moster said,"Aunt Liza youall ig free now, can go where-
you wants to,"™ but us stald on till I wus grown.,
I married Tilda Nelms and she wus de mother er ten chillun but Ike sand
a 18 211 I knows 'hout now., Us had er good wadding den, er blig Supper,.
Us unged ter have big meetings in Salem and delegates would cum frum
#¢ snd uvs would meke beds down in de church sometines. You could hear
hout and sing and pray fer a mile. I jined church while us wus in
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Blda Harris lives 8ix mliles Irom Opaelika and when I weni T0 har
ho gt I found everything so nice and clean I rémarked,"Blla you look liks
vou have just had Spring C eaning," and she gsaid"lo'm,IBe got to do that
thing, cause aeve'yihing ig dirty now,"but everything was gpotlesely clean,
1ar ron rasg werae gpotless to00.

e wes & Small girl vhen freedom came and &8 DOST ¢© ildren, in those
times , did not notice what was going on arouac thew , very mugch,.

1 1la wag born in Chambers Co.,on the Pressley Plece and liyed there
witl ar liother and Father, K Caroline,sand Abraham Pressley,till she married,
thare Ware Seven ohlldr :ligry,.arunsa, JRCOD, i rion,Jassge, ousa and Ella,

llarge Pressley wWus ar migniy good man to &ll hli niggers and he had
ar 3 ‘ubom too,but Jong as yer €0 yjor WOrL and act ter yer goncioug,tain'%s

no need fer trouble,don't yer know 1%7 Ole Aars had er hesap &r Ni1ggers

far he wus er big plantar

L]
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JANE HOLLOWAY !

e COUNTY

»Jane do you remsmber ma?" "I dont know homey,I'se bean BJCK S0 long
wid the Flus, I can't remember much &r nothin." After giving me ihs ones ovsr

o a =

she 8sid, "Couwrse I does,your Daddy sho wus good o my boys, Watt worked fex

him so long."

I wént to this littls woman's house and found her on the bed,she nad
been Sick several weeks snd things were not very clean nor sanitary, her
ohildren were working away from home and she lives ulere witha twelve ysear
old grand-son,not very much gttentlion did she get,you may know. Jane 18 a
very small and frall person.

She was born in North Alabama and her Lother and Father were Carrie
and Traylor Holloway,she had one brother laryland.

"Ua lived in 2 mud and log house, one room gnd er large fireplace. Us
had er good time dem,ef u# jest had er knowd hit,'cause us 8ho wus Ted good,
Dey had long old wooden trougha, dey poured our milk and bread in zand us et
it wid wooden spoons and when dey calledfChillun,chillun,breasd',us burnt de
wind, 'cause us wus glways hongry."

We had high tester-beds,our housss wus 'bout a mile frum the big house,
hit wus big and had four rooms, planked up . r.Billy Trayler wus mighty
g00d ter his niggers, he didn't have so mgny &laves, he jest had er small
plantat ion. Our overseer wus good too,he hagd to wvhip Some er dem sometlimes
but dey wouldn't work,brung hit gll on demse lves.

When de Yankees come, de men cum g running screaming dat de Yankeses wus
coming and dey d@ id ,on horseback,took all ourprovisions in the smokshousse,
ave'y thing in the way er victuals and omr Stock To0.

I jined church when I wus ten yeare old,'cause I wug trying to live
right and do whut de Bible said. De white~-folks had morning services and
let us niggers have hit in de evening.




‘Prestcn Klein,
Opelika, Ala.

Dey Brung Whuppin's
on Deyselves

[ Y
Jane Holloway was 1ll. For weeks she had been in bed, -nd
the untidy condition of her cabin brought profuse apologies when
I entered.

"Jane, do you remember me?" I asked.

"I don't know, honey. I been sick so lomg wid de fluse
I can't 'member much of anything," she answered peering up at

me from her pillow. Suddenly she smiled, Shucks. Co'se I 'members
you, honey. Your daddy sho' was good to my boys. Watl worked for
him so long. Res' yourself in dat cheer and I'll tell you all about
myself and slavery times what I can recollect.

"I'se all alone now 'ceppen for my grandson. #e ain't but
twelve and he can't hope much. But I guess I got no right to complain
I guess 1 done got me plenty outa life.

"T was borned up in North Alabama. My mammy was Carrie Hollo-
way and my pappy was Traylor Holloway. I had a brother Maryland.
Dere nebber was but de two of us. Us lived in a mud and log house,
jes' one room but it sho' had a big fireplace. Us had a good old tim
den, effen us jes' had knowed it, 'caze us was aliays fed good. Dey
had long wooden troughs what dey poured our bread and milk in and
us eat it wid a wooden spoon. When dey yell, "Chillun, chillun: "
hrcad;' you betujes' burnt de wind getting dere, 'caze us was
always hongrye. |

We had high tester beds in all de houses,'what was 'bout
a mile from de Big House. It had four rooms and was all planked up.
Mr. Billy Taylor was mighty good to his niggers . He dldn't have so
many slaves, he jes' had a little plantation. Our oberseer was good,
too. He had to whip some of dem sometimes, but dey wouldn't work.
Dey brang it all on deyselves.
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"yhen de Yankees come enduring de war, de men come arunning and
a scr.aming dat de i ankees coming. ma dey dig,‘ on horseback and todk
all our provisions,in de smokehouse..Eex,everfthing we had in Ge
way of victuals and stock, too.

"r jined de church when I was ten years old, 'caze I was trying
to live right and do what de Bible sald., Ve white folks had deir
services in de morning and in de evening would let us niggers have
ourn."”

Jane forgot her misery long enough to come out to the pbrch

of her comparatively comfortable cabin and she was "plumb proud" to

have her "pitcher took."
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48 1 ggt talking to an 0ld maen over in BEast Opelika I thought I saw
a familiar figure coming toward us,and it was, for Everett Ingram lias been

here for meny many yeare and 1 have known him for sometime.

Bvaratt was a good size boy at freedom time and remambers lots of
things he's seen, and lots he 8 been told. He was born in Rusgell County
in Msy. His Father and Lhtm;,Princa and Fanny Ingram came from Russell
County and had eight ehildren, Jerry, Clara, Rubin, K Jep, Lula,Bugene,K Lucy and
Everett. Owr home in the settlement wus a one room log house, made outer
logs and mud wid mud and stick chimneys and hit haed er plank floer in hit
and a boxed up bed wid one leg at the foot, it wus filled up wid shucks and
straw, de head wus a side er de wall,

iy grandpa,Primce Walden and Luey his wife,come frum Russell Co.too,
and b'longed to the Covington's,den sold to Dr.Walden at Uchie. When dey
come to Uchie,the country wus filled wid Indians and dey used ter drink
licker wid my gran'pa. Grand-ma runed away and went to Colunbus Ga. 'cause
she wus sceered er de Indians and when enroute dare,to Columbus my Mother
wus born, in de woods.

Dey cookad ash-cake on leaves and de chillun et potlicker and bread and
greens,outer wooden trays with wooden spoons,under trees in the big yards
and sit on sacks apread out, Bach family had dey's own bowl and us et er

planty too. In cold weather mammy kept all de chillun in de house by
de fire.

lMoster had us a two room house,cause my Mother wus de cook and weaver.
Dey made dey own gilk den too and raised de silk worms, cause us used ter
get mulberry leaves to feed de silk worms wid. Us used Indigo, snd cook

it and use fer dying our cloth, We'd wegr same kind er clothes fer ever

day and Sunday and didn't have no shoes till us wus big chillun.
Ole Mogter, lir. Bill Ingram and Miss Lugy,lived in er big weather-




boarded house wid er wide hall and er chimney at each end and de kitchen

wug off frum de housa.

Our overseer used ter whip my Mother gnd Daddy'tause dey usad ter fipght,
he used ter take my mother to de carriage houae ter whip her. Loster wus in
de war den snd when he come homa, de overseer ud take my lother by de hand
to de house and tell ioster 'bout having Bexr whip her and he'd just shake hiai
head. He wus mighty good ter all ar us.

iy grand-father wus put in the speculator drove and put on a block and
sold and grand-ma raised 80 many echillun dey got er heap fer her, some where
mear one thousand dollars.

¥istess read de Bible ter us and my Mother wus converted under the
white preacher and he baptised her too. De colored folks used de white
church and set in the back.

And dey show hsd good times er dancing on Sadday nights andwould dance
till Sunday morning sometimes too.And when corn needed shucking, hit wus haul-
ed up near de crib and a pretty moon-light night loster passed round de Jug
ar licker and t'won't long till dey all got happy and had whut{Eey called a
general, dat led all de hollers and songs;dey ghow got dat corn shucked too.

Grandms wus a great doctor, used ter give us terpentine and castor oil
and Jerusslem osk fer worms and all kinds er teas. She wus & midwife too.

Da Yankees cum thru de yari in lMay and told unlYou'se free" dey hung
my Mother up in de emoke-house by her thumbs,tipe er her toes Jjest touching
causs she wouldn't agree ter give up her older chillun,she never did neither,

Daddy atole both de older chillun tho and wemt off. De Yankees took
provisions and stock ,hauled dem off, and took de bellus off out er de shop.
News got to Uchie and eve'ybody hid out,loster did too. Day hunted de money

whut wugs hid in de colored folks beds, nearly two-thousand dollars,de jewelry

wue dare to00. They found some money at the big house and #2id,"Dis money
ain't worth nuthin not a 4 ,but dey took hit jest de same,

I married Hattie Graves. Den I jined church csuse I felt I wus convertad.
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My Grandma Ralaed’?lentx Chillunsg.

Uncle Everett Ingram muged: "Honey chile, my
gran'manny was de beatenest woman to have chillung dat you ever
geen. I has hyared dat she raisged so many of dem dat she brung
a mighty heap on de block; somewhere near a thousan' dollars."

Uncle Everett is a familiar figure in East Ppelika,
where he has lived for years. He was "a right good-gized scamp
at freedom time® and remembers much of what he has seen and
heard. He was born in Rugsell County, the son of Prince and
Fanny Ingram. They had seven other children; Jerry, Claras,
Rubin, Jep, Lula, Eugene and Lucy.

Everett says of hig life:

"Our house in de slave settlement was made of logs
an' had one room. It had a mud an' gtick chimney, a plank floor
an' a boxed-up bed wid one leg at de foot. De matiress was
stuffed wid shucks an' straw.

"My gran'pappy, Prince Walden, an' lLucy, his wife,
come from Ruugell County, too, an' belonged to de Covingtzons.
Later dey was sold to Dpy. Walden, at Uchlie. When dey come to
Uchie de county was full of Indliang. My gran' pappy usta drink
likker wid 'em; but gran'ma, she was skeered an' runned away
to Columbug, Georgy. On her way dere, my mammy was borned in

de woodsg.




"I 'nemberg dat when I was a strip of a boy,
dey cooked ash-cake on leaves an' de chillung et pot-licker
an' bread an' greens outen wooden trays wid wooden spoonsge
Dey would sit under de trees an' eat. Each family had dey own
‘powl, an' us et a-plenty, too. In cold XEXTER weather mammy
kept all de chillung in de house by de fire.

'i#éter had us a two-room house, 'caze my manmy
wag de cook an' weaver. Dey made dey own silk den, too, an'
raiged de gilk worms. Usg ugia get mulberry leaves to feed de
gllk wormg wid. Us uged 1nélgo, which ug cocked an' uged fer
AN, dye. Us would wear any kind of clotheg on everyday an!
Sunday; an' didn't hare no ghoeg 'til us was big chilluns.

"ol H‘aater an' O1l' Mistus, Mr. Bill an' Migs Luck
Ingram, lived in a big weather-boarded house wid a wide hall an'
a chimney at each end. De kitchen was off from de rest of de
house. B

"I '"members dat de overseer uata whip mammy an'
pappy, 'caze dey fight so much. He usta take ny mammy to de

carriage to whip her, H'ster was in de war den. When he come

home, de overgeer tuk mammy by de han' to de house an' tell l#n—

ter 'bout havin' tO whip her. He'd Jest shake his head, sad-lak,
He was mighty good to all of us.
"My gran'pappy was put in de speculator drove, put
on de block an' gbld.
~£dsmw "I 'members dat Mistus read de Bible to us an'




by
my mammy was converted/msimme-de white preacher. He baptized her.

De colored folks used de white church an' set in de back.

"An' honey, dey shorely did have good times dancin!
on Sattidy nights; an' sometimes dey would danoce 't1l Sunday
mornin'. When de corn needed shuockin', it was hauled up near de
eridb, an' on a purty moonlighted night l#atcr would pass 'round
de likker. It wouldn't be long 'til dey was all happy an' had
what dey called a general. De general led all de hollers an'
gsongs. Dey shorely did get dat corn ghucked fagt, too.

"Gran'‘nanny was a great doctor; ué%a give us turpen=
tine an' castor oil an' Jerusalem oak fer worms. She'd give us
all kinds of teas, t0o. I 'members dat gran'mammy was ale0 a
midwife.

"De Yankees comed through de yard in May an' tol!
us: "You's free.' De Yankees wasn't so good. Dey hung my mammy
up in de smokehouge by her thumbe; tipe of her toes Jest touchin!
de floor, 'caze she wouldn't '‘gree to give up her older chillunse.
ghe never did, neither,

"Daddy stole both de older chilluns, dough, an' went
off. De Yankees stole provigions an' stock an' hauled 'em off.
De news g0t to Uchie an' everybody hid out; l;;fer wid 'em. Dey
hunted de money whut was hid in de colored folks beds; nearly
$2,000. De Jewelry was dere, too. Dey,ioun' gome money at de big
houge an' sald: 'Dig money ain't worthJa damn: ' but dey tuk it
Jest de same.

"I married Hattie Graves. Den I Jined de church an' was

saved. ##
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In my rambles hunting x-elevee I found nmma Jones, who 1e very

deaf 80 we alarmed the eettlement trying to get the 1nformation 1 needed

and finally had an audigpce before 1 got through. | |

she 18 eighty-thre%and was born up in the bhattehoocheelvelley be~-
tween vest Point and Columbus, ha.,in 1849 in May. IKmma belonged to w11ey
Jones end rﬁfe %P}Ea Jones, har father and mother were Bob and Phillfscj gt
Joneshawing 1ived in konroa Co. Geo.,some of the other children ware. Elic,
Jerry and Josephine,and Jefferson loeing-three“beby*gtrle.» ‘

They lived in a two room log oebin with little furniture the beds
ware high tiester beds and mattprseee ebout as tééy,nee(now only nore

shucks, and she thought the food cooLed then was’ way sight better than

these times, it was cooked on the firepleoe large open fireplace made of
rocks, having hooke fastened into the side to ewing the pote toand cooked

hoa~-cakes on a three legged skillet etending over coale and had a 1arge

!

oven to baske bread and cake in ,nothing like it nowdays.

"Our lLiaster had a big garden and wa used to get the vegetablee we
used from up therae. Dey wus so good to us. somatimes the men folks
would hunt possums and rabbits and wild turkeys,but can't remember ever

having a possum eupper.”

"You know some chillun teeth hard and ouwr memma put a string of cop-
pers ground our necks to help us teeth on.”"
. After we got up to be big girls wa wore cotton dresses and draws
in the hot weather and when it got cold we hadlhomemade end home spun
homespun dresses and when it got cold we had to wear long draws,shirts,

shoes,and home knit stockings, my mother spun the thread too. Thair

dress up dresses for sSundsy were of calico or gingham and she marrisd in

a white swiss dress.

Our loster and liistress were so good to us,i was houss girl then
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and when liiss Sara married I went with her to nurse her children; besidass
Liiss Sara;thera wasa lr. Billy,lir. crick;'ﬁiss Luuf. and liiss xmma, they
had two iUncles and an Aunt thare too,lr. Jim Jones,k lr, George Jones and
liiss Lartha Jones;they all 1ived in ths prottiest big white house,two - |
stories and the prettiest big rock firaplacea. ‘

lioster looked aftar his own place and it was just very Belﬂom he
Whipped any of them and then it wus because they would not work and he
got us up early too, and they had to work till about dark and got us up
by blnwing a horn. Sometimaa ha would let us have frolics and a danne
on Saturday night but wa could not go off it wua Juat around in the setthk
ment , RBe could go off to church a few times but the miatneaa woulﬂ
read the nibls to us and one time I éamembar & baptizing I want to and
saw them shouting,the preacher was old man Thorntun Shaalt and when the
folks would coms out of the water they wnuld be pretty heppy and would
holler and anout and sing, une Udd.;rouhle wil; gsoon ba over--and all
will meet in Glory.” | ; + | A

Her mother helped spin cotton for.the eoidiara clothes and she said
when the raid came tﬁrongh she helped hide.ail the'valuahle things and
rations and hands too and they were so long cﬁming that they like to have
eaten up the rations they had hid out with them but when they did come ‘
they made her mother cook for them and her father feed their horses.

She and her brother got a bad whipping one day'for ona of these
Aunts quilts caught fire and they blamaed her and her brothar for it and
she never did have any mora use for her dither.

liiss Sara married ur. Lum Davis during that time and had a big wed~-
ding of lots of good things to eat and they let the eolored folks stand |
urouﬁd and iook on, |

\then the;lpstﬁr had found that they had baen fraed ,he called gll

together and told thaem they were all free and were their own free agents,

the nexly year her family moved to liotts Lill near Colum%ua,ua.
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LX=SLAVE==---Kul4i JONES

In my rambles hunting ox-ulavaa,l found nma Jonu ltho is fery
deaf so we alarmed the uottlamant trying to gat the mfomtitn 1 neadaﬁ
and finally had an andiiv;ace before 1 got mm.

she is oighty-thred'and wa8 born up in the Chattahoochee "u.lley be~
tween west Point and colﬁnhua Ga.,in 1849 in May. | Smma bolonged .to n’:ll;y
Jones and w.t.fa mlba Jones her father and mother were Beb and Phillis

;_ P e

Jmm lind in lMonroe Co. Ge.,some of the other children were m.u.,' b4

Jerry and Jesephine,and Jefferaon. ngm%

They lived in a two room log oab:l.n with little furniture the b&da |
ware high tiester beds and mattpraaoa about aa ” use . now only more

shuocks, and she thought the food ooaked than nns way aight bettar than
these timu,it was cooked on the :ﬂ.i.u;hnq-larga f::pan ﬁrap]ace made of
ram,h:ﬂu hoohn fagtened :l.nta the side to sﬂng the pots uand oooxed
hoe-cakes on a three lagged skillet standing over ooaln. é.nﬁ had a large
oven to bake bread and cake 1n ,nothing like it nnrdayn. | |
"Our Master had a big garden and wa used to get tha vegota‘blu we

used from up theres: Dey wus 820 good to us.” Sometimes the men folks

would hunt possums and rabbita and wild turkeys,but can't remember ever

i) 2

having a possum Ssupper.
“You know some chillun teeth hard and owr mammé put a.atring of cop~-
pers around our necks to help ua teseth on."
L After we got up to be iig girls we wore ootfon dresses and draws
in the het weather and when it got cold we had homemade and home spun
homespun dresses and when it got cold we had to wear leng drdwa,;hirta,

shoeg,and home knit stockings, my mether spum the thread too. Thair

dress up dressea for Sundsay were of calico or gingham and she married in

a white swisa dress,
Our Moa:ber and Mistreass were so good to ug, 1 was house girl then




% |
and when Miss Sara married I went with hqr to nurse her children; besides
Miss Sart there was lr. Billy,Mr. Crick, Lﬁ.aa I.uoy. and Miss smma, they
had two (ncles and an Aunt thare too, ir. Jim Jones, K lir. George Jones and
Miss Harths.Jonua;ihﬁy all lived in the prﬁtfieat big white houae,twﬁ
stories and the prettiest big rock fireplaces. '

Meoster looked after hia own placa and it was juat vary seldom he
uhipped any of them and then 1t wus bacauaa thay -nuld not work and ho
got us up early toe, and they had to Iork till about dark and get us up
by-blcwing a horn. Sometimes he would let us have frolies and a dan:e
on Saturday night but wa could net geo off it lna just around 1n the aattl
ment, Be could go off to churech & few times but the miatlaaa uould
read thp nibla to us and one time I ramamber a baptizing I want teo and
saw them shouting,the preacher waa old man.Thornton Shoalt and when the
folks would come out ¢f the water tﬁqy would be pretty happy and weuld
holler and ﬁhout and sing, Une 0dd “¥rouble uil; gsoon ba over--and all
will meet in @lory.” f ‘ , _'- ‘

Her mother hﬂlpqd 3p1n cotton for tha aoldi&ra clothea and she ssid
when the raid came through ghe helpaed hide 311 the valuable things and
rations and hands too and thay were 80 long coming that they like to have
eaten up the rationg they had ﬁid out wijh.thhm,bﬁt uhan'thay did ooﬁe x
thay made her mother cook for them and her father feed their horses.
~_She and her brother got & bad whipping one day for ona of thaese
Aunts quilts caught fire and they blanﬁd har and her brothar for it and
she never did have any more use for har dithar.

Miss Sara marriad Dr. Lum Davis during that time and had a big wede~
ding of lota of good thinga to eat and thay lat the golored folks stand
aremnd apd look em. o ATk PN ' i

whjanl t_ha. ldos tar had found that th.ey had been freed ,he called all

together and teold them they were all free and were their own free agents,

The nexty year hex, famlily moyed to Motts Mill nesr Qalnmﬁua,ua.




Bmma had heard lots of the Ku Klux Klsn but they nevar bothered them,

Tthere were no schools in those days for the negroaes. She mar-
risd later snd had only one child, Lottia rrederick and 1is living with
her now on North 10th St ,wpelika Ala. and has twe grandchildren liv-
ing in west Point Ga. 2ll working out,

Her membership is at Cusetta,ila. with the Baptist Church at

Eount Nebo.




Myrs, m Kline
Opelika.

EMMA TELLS HO¥ TO
EAXE THRX TEEINE EASY.

Buma Yones, elghty-three years old, was born in the Ohattahooshee
Yalley between West Point and Columbus Ggorgla. B5he is very alert though
Qquite deaf.

"Thite folks,” she began, "I belonged to Marse ¥iley Jones and
his wife, Nigtis Nelba. |

"I lived in a little two-room log cabin with high tiflt!r Deds
and mattreses filled with cawn shucks. Our food den was a<Way better dan
de stuff we sats today. It was cooked on a fireplace made outen rooks
wid big hooks fastened into de side to swing iiihﬁcta aroun' on. Us
cooked hoe-sakes on a three-legzed skillet dat sot ober hot coals an' us
had a big oven for to bake meat an' cawn bread.in. Dere ain't nothin' lak
it no'u§{3>no'm.

"0le Massa had 2 big gmarden an' we useta git de vega'bles we ot
f'un hig garden. Do folks was plenty good to us. Sometimes de mens would
munt ‘possums an' Pabbits sn' wild turkeys, We gho' loved dem ‘poasums
smothered in 'taters.

"An® talkin' "bout medicines. Let me tell you a sho''nough oure
for a baby 4ats havin' a hard time teethin'. Jus' putt a string of coppers
'roun’ he neck an' he won't have no trouble at all. Us useta do dat %o
de little vhite chilluns an' de black une toi 'specially in hot weather
when dey Jus' seem to have de misery.

"Atter us got to be big pals, us wo' cotton dresses an' drawses in
hot weather, an' when it git col' we had to wear long drawses an' homespun
wool dressea an' home-knitted socks and shoes daf:cobbler made in his

shop. You know, white folks, we useta make near 'bout eve'ything dat
was needed to run a body raght on our plantation. Us had eve'ything. ©On
Sunday us wo' ginzham an' calico dresses an' I ma'led in a Swise dress.




Alabsma o P o

*I worked as a house gal an' when Miss Sarah ma'led 1 went with
her to nuss her chilluns. Sesides ¥iss Sarah dere was Misgta Billy, Nista
Orick, Mige lugy and Miss Sma. Pey had two uncles an' a Aunt of deres
lived dere to8.

*We had a happy fambly. At night some off de house niggers would
gather 'roun‘ de fire, an' migtis would read us de seriptures, an' de
white chilluﬁﬂ git tired an' slip out de do' but us 1ittle niggers
souldn't 'ford to 4o dati us hadda stay dere whether us liked it or not.
Sometimes de massa let de niggers dance an' frolie on Saturday nights,
but we warn't "lowed to go offen de plantation, none ceptin' de ones dat
had a wife or husben' on amudder plantation; den dey could only stay Tor
a short time. BSometimes us could go off %o chureh, an' I remesbers a
babtizin' in de ereek. BSome of dem niggers most got demselves drownsd,
Dey warn't usedtbo so much water an' dey would come up outen de creek a
spittin' an' a~ceughin' lak de dedbil had a holt of ‘em. Dere was 80
mach shoutin' I 'spose ever'body fo'ten miles sroun' could hear dem
niggers a~carrin’ on in de oreek.

"Durin' de war, my memmy helped spin cotton for de soldiers’
clothes, an' wvhen de Yankees come thyough, us hid all de valuables in
de woods, als had to feed dem sn' dere hosses too. Dey ot up near 'wout
everything we had on de place.

"Dere warn't no schools in dem days for us colored folke. Us
learned £'um de seriptures, an' by listenin' to de white folks talk,®

Wash. cO‘py’,
8/4/37.
LI H.




AMANDA J DIMERSON

EE COUNRTI

»tunt Mandy"d immerson is one of the oldeat persons in Lee Co.
mtil & year ago she was very active, butl alnce gshe has had a stroke of

-

paralysis, she has not been able to walk alone.
when 1 took Aunt Mandy's plcture we had to have her carried to the porch

She is & very abrupt parson :nd not very particular how she talks.her

room was vary‘untidy,her person also. HNo one to wait on her tho but little

grand-children and One gEIoW:n dsughter, but she 1s not right mantally.

Aunt Mandy wa® born in the Chattahoochea Valley,lee County in 1853.
She was twelve years old wWnan freadom came., Her father and mother AmoS and
caline Willisms lived in a amall one room log cabin and says it wag just liks
all other houses thaen and their beds were just 1llke other folks and'they et
whut others at.' This shows how abrupt she is, When 1 would ask ner more

sbout them she would say "0O,1 dunno.”
Her liother was the mother O a large number of children but having only

four living Fronie,Cindy,George anc Amenda. I saw Nellie,she belng much
younger thén Aunt Amanda ,also much MOTre intelegent: but not knowing Aunt
Aimanda's condition that morning,l didn't question Hellis sbout hew.
Aunt Mandy was owned by Ann and will willisms, their children wmre Tom,
) 'Bud,Dina,Martha,and William,
: The Williams lived in a large weather-boarded house about one-quarier
of a mile from the negro“quarters”.
She sald her lLoster was gcod to then but they sure did have T0o work
hard and not play,it was from early dawn till after dark.
Aunt Mandy S8taid on with her logter for several yeare after slavery, he
told them they were free a8 he wWa8 ancd gave them & few provisions to start
a erop on and they worked as ghare croppers.

She married John Jimmerson and was the mother of thirteen children but
three was all she could remsmber anthing asbout, they were Cleesie, lNellie,and
John., HNaellie is the afflicted one and is gitting on the stepe in the piect-
ure. She has perfectly white hair and it 1in gurls.
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LUCINIY LAWRENCE JURDON e P v B Y
L8 COUNTY A S

After going through plowed ground and woode, I came in sight of
Lucindy Jurdon's house;as I rounded the house,and when in the back yard,
I called Lucindy;three little children were playing and said,"Grand-ma
hera's a white lady wants to see you.,” When she came to the door, ghe
said,f "Lawdy , honey,whut you want? And you 846 wvhut a fix you'se caught me
in.” ™Phat's alright Lucindy, I've come to talk to you a while, and 1
heard you 8till had your old spinning vheel., I want to see it and then

take your picture with it,"
After finding the piaces for it, talking fast as she could all the

time,s0 excited over having her picture taken, The daughter came in from
the field and said,, told you this lady was coming to See you and you did-
'nt believe me".

f sat in the hall and talked to her,it was very dirty and not much
in the héuse either. the oldest grandson was sick,in the front room,with
pneumonis,they sald. I don't see how any of them sStay well at all.

Lucindy was born in Macon Géorgia,on the &8th day,but she could not
tell the month and in 1858,

The mother and fathe#r Bmanual and Patasy Lawrence, came from La Fay-
ette, Ga,,Jasper County. She was older than Jannie and Philip.

Oléd Motew had 'bout three or four hundred acree in his plantalion.
Jir.Ler oy Lawrence, he show wus good to us niggers too, His father wus ir.

Billy. JMoster ha@ fowr chillunm,
Us lived in & two room log house wid er lean~to,ter hit. Dey wus

wall off in dem times and did't know it tho,show did have planty er good
victuals., Us had broiled meat, onm hot rocks, roasted tatterw,ash-cake and
gourse on Sumday, us had ssh-cake cooked in collard leaves and beef when
dey killed, Moster would always give de colored folks some T00.

Moster lived in a big six-room house, wid wide plank weather-boarding
Us used outer the big garden and hit had pailings round it,

My mother wus a fine weaver and did the work for both white and celor-
edythis is her old spinning wheel and hit can 8till be uled, I do some
times now. Us made our own cloth and own stockings $00.

Bf us tried to learn to read or wrdte,K dey would cut your foraefinger

off. Us lived forty miles frum de town and Bit would take over two days
to go to town,so de women folke had ter fix lunches ev'y time dey went.
iy grand-mother had sixteen chillun, When us courted us want to

walk and hunted chestnuts and would string dem ,and he woumld put dem'round
your necék,den you would smile.

On Saddy nights deywould have dance@ and dance all night, somebody
would elapp, beat pans and blow quills or pick de gtrings. When us had
cornshuckings, dey would pile all de corn up, ring round hit and shuck,drink
and holler “Boss Man, Boss Man, pleassSe give me my time, Boss Man Boss lsn
for I'm most broke down,"”

Oone 0ld sick man wus freed fore freedom and allowed to go wheaere he
wanted to, 80 he dug a room in de ground and put rafters inside, to help

hold it up and hit slanted to de back %0 nothing.
Our folke staid en fer meveral years. I merrisd at same place and

had %o jump over the broom and back.
Honey us show is in & bad fix now though and needs help mighty bad.
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I felt like it was really an imposition to worry this old negro by
talking for ghe was siek and souwld 10l evan movs harself bul she wgs such
an old one hated to lat her pass by,she was willing and let us roll her on
the back porch for har picture,it certainly did jostls her too for the
floor was patched and s0 rough. I had heard she was one hundred and thiry -
five but ahe is one hundred and thirteen according to the records in the
Soffman bible,in wawerly, Ala.

She was born in Virginias in 1824 and belonged to John Umford, then sold
to Bill uMpddox, whan she came from Vas theay travel ed inwsgons and 8laptin
tents at night and every morning were malle to c¢lean and dress up,then wers
put on the block and bid on; whites were there from everywhare,"the face of
the earth wus covered wid umto bid on us niggers,l wus thirteen den and 1
can remember four wars,now,

My mother and father wus Gharlie and Rody Heath and 1 had two borthers
and two sistars. Pid you say our houses, dey wus more lsk horse atables;
logs with mud and sticks dobbed in the eracks, had no Tloors,omly red dirt,
the chimneys wus sticks and mud but never did ketch fire, course wusn't
no furniture but trunk like Box for de dresser with a pilece of looking glhams
t0 look in and de bed,hit wus two sidea put in holes in de wall and de wall
wug de head and had one leg at de foot on to the eross plece, it wus cord-
ed and ropeid cross and the shuck mattress put on top er dat. Us cookaed on
big fireplaces wid long hooks out overde fire to hang pots on to bile, den
us fried on three legged akillaets over de fire and ecooked ash-cakas on the
hearth with hickory leaves on the bottom naxt to the hearth ,den the bread
den some more leaves and den ashes put on top of dat and hit sho did eook
good too,taint no sach good coocking now as den,

About four e'clock every avening sll the little niggers wus called
up in the big yard where de cook had putmilk in a long wooden trough and
then ecrumbled ash-cake in thatfor breakfast, den us jad pot-licker in dat
trough for dimmer, us et the bread and milk with shells and uslots of
tines would uvae ouxr hands, but hit wus good.

0ld moster hunted a heap but us never did gef nome of hit. Us had
plenty of clothes, sech a8 wus, dey wus spun and wove at home and wus callk
ed homespun, some wus checked and some 80lid; us had a calico dress for
Sunday and home made shoes, hard bregans, “Jackson Ties™ ,with brass caps on
de toe and &8ho would rub blisters on your feet.

Old Loster and ujstress wus Bill and Lizzie lisddox, they lived up in
& big weather boarded house and had four or five rooms down s8tairs and had
some up stairs too. Dey had sevaral hundred acres in dis farm and plantat-
ion and every morning by light she and the cook wus called to come to the
house, Amme had to draw wster and put over the house, help a8 house girl;
then when that task wus done I had to go to the field, now as to all the
other handd they blew a hern to aoruse them in the early mornings, some-
times fore day. lioatey wus good to hig hands do, he nmaver lowed dem to
be whipped, he Jest scolded um, Ef we did go any whars we jest put our foots
on de ground and went, had no other way to get dere, and you sho bettér be
back fore sundown too, €f you knew whut wus good fer you. I seed some
slaves working roads in chains one time with chains and big ball hanging
on behind, it wus fer punishment fer dey's meanness.

¥he slaves ware never allowed to resd meor write, Anne said "You bet-
ter not let them kateh you wid a piece of paper in your hands,™ They
wore their hair plaite® or wrapped as they call it, in littla pigtails,
wrapped in ecord and on Sunday wmornings they were allowed to comb out their
bair with the “cards, or Jim OGrowa™,used for carding cotton.

I wus made to carry lMogter's chillun to school and go for them. 0Old
Mistress read us de Bible and us niggers went to the white folks chureh




and sat in de back and de white folks up im front.
0, dem patrollaers wus bad, I aho would run from dem things. And

cornshuckings, dey would do sum mighty hollaering, had corn hauled up
and lined in front of de cribas ready to throw in, moster give um plenty
er licker too. U had the funniest thing to us 1ittle niggers, hit
wus a goat dat could walk de fence jeat like de could.

when de Yankees come, gran-dady wus at prayer-meeting and moster
come running dowm dere and told dem to come quick and hitch up de miles
and wggons, the Yankees wus coming and haul all de meat and provisions
off to the big swamps and wedéds, den some of us niggers slapt on da bags
of momey and jewelry, by dat time us sSaw dem coming, lights and torches
all romd but dey didn't do us no harm, sho did some places do.

¥'want long fore moster called all us niggerse up to de house and
told us we wus as free as he wus and us could go or atay on wid him, I
ateid ti11 I wus Rrown, married Doc Maddox, us had five chillun, Walter,
¥ailer, Siney, Zors and . Johnnie; 1 don't know how many grandchillun

I'ae got.
I'se heerd & heap er talk bout Abraham Lincoln and I had spitcher

of him but I don't know nuthin bout him.

I jined church in ¢old Hill, Ala, jaat felt good and don't know
how I did feel, felt I jus wanted to jime churech, I shouted three days
wouldn't eat, couldn't even drink water."

Amme lives now about aeight miles feom Opelika, Ala. with her
youngest child, Zora, and 1 am afraid will not be hare very much longer

is vary feeble.




