






do 8ZJY fiah1n' C8Uee we yOUJl&UD8 had t.o tend gap. t.er k.e del" cat.Ue
ott uv del" crope. "'he grown up. had t.er go t.er del" field.

Lite WIlE kiner (kind at) h4pp,y durin .laver;y cauee we had
ne"er knowed lIIlyt.h1D6 bout. aD,)' odar (other) eort. uv llt'e or treed
All we knowed WIlE wo~ t'r0lll one end uv the year t.or de odder, oept.in
on bol1~s... en .e d bav t.er go t.er burch or .et. around dar fire

d lis ell t.er del" older to I k.. t.ell et.ol",Y8. l.be P'OIIJl uJllI auld go 1.81"
• danae 01" do ...-pin ele tel" 1ndertaiJlm8Dt.. Couree e yOUJl&UD8 got. •
heap u" plea out. uv t.h_ tair;y t.a1.ee that. __ '1.old t.er ue by del"
older co •• I knOWI IIIn and u.e t.er t.ell II.... uv e ..rule.t. t.a1.ee
• 1. ould be d t.ar go CIla ~art. uv hou.e tar de
odder wid out. eomebOO;)' wid lIIe. e y~ unB auld bave tel" Pla.Y .OIM
.ort. uv 1'er iDde~t.. -'here WUE a hole lot. uv gee•• and ri-

ddle. tel" be f~ed ok th ,it. hay b an eo 1Q1Qi .ince ~ p~-ed 8ZJY
uv thta et. .... have _at D t raot. e biggeat. port.1Q11 uv T_'"
I do nme er a eong er t. 0 Md a t riddlee thet ole "al b uee t.er t.e1
ue.·be song went. lIUIIIpin lilt d1.

Satu I~ night. od 81 t.oo
ad er yeller gal QII ~ III1nd
~ IIOmin br uv
hit.e to'ke.

U •• WIlZ like di ,
l>l1ck as er 1II01e b1aCllt aa ar oeU
"'at er gre :t. 1 1 lilte el:' t11under hole.

( eldllf.'t.)

Crooked as er rain ow e th lite er cat.
e.e al uv yer lit -T_t Y I" earl,t· BB thet.

lack bem bush)

"'rowe in del" int.er di e in del" ep ing
~ive8 wid del" root .t.lc in :t.r61t up.

(icio1~)

here WIlZ anadder song thet. I,;aleb ou16 sing it goee like 0.>.: •

har yer SWine bur. ,wbar -'er e orow
"'Wine down tel" del" rivver t.er 10 j et eo.

her 'In: a hole lot 110 tar t. eong 1. I done t rgot 11..

"Dodder .ong t.het. 0..... t.er lIlY IIIiDd 18,

Cld a 1lIlnar'l1 ant d"D t.er der '-
hen I der k got back he had er broken

1.ad;)' • pock tboc* co del" ju~ a bench
lladen had no u.e tel" a pocketbook since.

"'OllIe 1. villi1. ole ~ hite 11I8 and hi talJt ... vel"
del" ~. dat 11I8 hia 1II1f boy.. •§t.e t" I" ta'k1JIg IIIId 1"0re :reI"
know it ole 0 is ol')1.n like a ba • ardin' t.er hat he ~a he
i. luc t.er be _ liY1D' 18 18 one llDg ~ Daver likee tel" talJt
about. hen e1aver;y WIlf goin an it Z alright tel" me c •• De"er
h dn 1. it l aet en t. riaht. t.er 1. at. )allMD bein'. t.het. •
It. t. her 1. tared, but. how ther -Jort. uv t.b8111 did t

t we hadDft. er had tel" work arid • fer Dothin we might. bave had
eOliiiethlp· 1Ier show tel" what. we did do, and ouldn I 1. have to live t'rua
piller "tel" peat. now.
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"Uncle "eoree"

(
Preston Klein,
Lee County.

SHOES FLi.L

OF TAC S.

s hoeing in his little garden when I

went to his house and sRid he was glad to sit down and talk to

me for he w s tired and hot. Uncls George is very fesble end

can't hold out long at the time.

"Yes'am, I'se gittin' er'long no , I'se ei ty-three, "

he sid. "I as born seven miles belo S- 1 ern, Ala. on ~ch

b'lon ed ter r. Abr h
".... 25, 1854. a- end 0 "as Violet and Abreh :n C1 bers. Dey

~bers ub ,tts 111, sout~ er us. I

had one sister _- ~ and ne brother ~eor e 0 ~ive. ran'pa

belon ed to r.:o ie 'A~'5, ei tiles from us.

1. -,ver l -

"I as bi enou ~ to hoe cotton nd de e rden. I drIve

co~s nd celves In slavery time and fotch water.

" asea's house W R a fine big white one, ~I a Ion hall

and four big roo@s. nIt was ether-boarded but uee. housee

ae s one-ro~ log cabin .,id de bed alon side de

b~ cooked on de firepl ces den, an't no t ves.

I y ole -istes sot a big pan out in de -ard wid pot-

•

1lc_er and asil-c e an s ot 'rQun' hit d et and hit was

"who shall, and who s an't, ho got dars rust." Us called

s1':. rt-tale fellows and dey was made at hnme end hun below our

knees, outer orssnburg. Us h d shoem ers too ~h t kIlled cows

and tanned de leather and "'hen de ssven l10nths crop as 1 id

b , de shoe eker de 0 Ir shoes sr undo Fust I ever 1':.ad ae

J st as ! 11 of tec's nd egs s co Id be, but I h til ve dem

hoe I so keered s ebodv' £~o it 'e- ef 0 left de,
ou't, so : sleot ~I de •
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Alabama c
"Patr"llere'd

- 2 -

ow It you Iffen you WAS b ,but I

c~uld ~un 1 r oblt.

" nrse Jo~~nle ~llerf"rd d ed t 0 earo 'fore de ar

started, but us 11ved ld Is£ L cy stl11. They d one bey

to go to sr. T'otber chl11un was, Ellzabeth, Candy, Ida,

attle, "un, and Johnnle. Us bad a colored men for overseer and

e m' hty nlce feller but hour by sun us was In de fleld.

"Learn to reed? Roney, you better read And wrlte dem

cotton rows. Us went to ~oncord to church In de evenln , and

Brother Scott de s de preacher.

"Whoopee, dldn' us cave good 5 'dd'y nl ~t frollcs and

JUbllees. Booe claD > sooe olay de flddle, and, an, dey

danced most ell nlght. Cornsbucklng wae 'nother bl frollc.

Pl1e corn t.l~ es smell house nad heve 2 JUb of 11c er t

each corner, and dldn't dey null dat 011e of corn do,n and

holler "Gallanlp-er-horsefly and whoon It, whoo-ooo, whoo­

00," and couldn't de holler hlt.

"Youn ~s a ad blg wedclng 'fore us left. Iffen any

of de el ves'd dle, dey ould hp.ve bl settln' uo arty and

1 g nd pray and nounce benedlctl ne, bur dec end go on.

"De Ilttle nlg ers 11 had blg tl.es. De 1 yed rbles,

and, "Al ?£t hooe so dey say, so de. s ;""S lng ~Isrlle."

Iffen dev ot slc~ dey ueed goat seed, olece of gourd, buck-eye,

all, turoentlne, and lobella. Iffen dey ~ee ver elc' got Dr.

Flay' .

tl e Y n~"eeB co e end us ~1.ea de bl ,ne R ln

olu bus, <ze. and seed de fl~e on SJn ay nlght. I '''as on de

Id 'leve~ head of . orees .4 8 e of -lstess' f~ne .

thln s fro de house. s or ed two or tbree year 'fore
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o~ in , ~ai' oneat 0~4 ~e~o••h a w ke
all: mon' ° an4 io 01. e to or at a~ now. .

born ~6.~802 in oon co. ' ..en Loaohapoka •
!" eae. Al • Hia ter d t a ere Lewia and JIlIlO Al~en.

hiB brotM a ala era • nederiok. Karie, r .-111 ,
Barrie t .Al1o .hia ant cJ.e al107 an Dennia aha-mino ~i"ed
on p~_ 00. The ho ea the ~lft in on the Quartera .ere in
ono ~ong row. below the b1a houa an 0 e otber al. ere the bern ,
orlb aho. The woo a larse 800Un b 1 in the 'Tar that the7
oalled 1, the 11Ule nlg,", lip late ~ th ~ternoon aDA ~e the in
1\, po in b II 1llto t e bo 1 an tbll7 atoo' oun IlIl ate
1t w11; woo4en &poona.

ne r ere al ~on t.nin 'eraua an he Sll4
ft ul. w a ~ a to holA her rain 0 t the

dirt thU t
It a er an tr a ....re a carrie and • Jamea All.on, tbe7

he oh111," Je~~ 0 0 t 0_ ahirt-tall fe~o • ne
oftn er kept 10ta ho an c .1 ~ 'a and Jla ' a "eb to
pal1 bare 40 d tbe .aoa 7 0 0 r t too. U

~ the a ..nt off tho p t t on t had to haft pua II or e
}l&tro~ertl wollld oatob the an bJp t.lle a ai t. think tbet hal ran

Hia tather 0 0 haul oor a nl 10 to tbe lUere an au
tbinge ae 01 to oa1.l hainta':I' .. DBftr aeod nor hoorl ing at n1
that I 00111 aooount ~or':

! 11 0.,. tw10 M d hla .Jater at 14 in tho 0048 a~
night the ~1 t t1me but the 11800nd 1;1 the7 414n't go 8Ilywbere. He
hearl that the7 hang 014 er ~ b7 h t 0 th ba + 0 h1m tell.
eor hia 1rQII b M ulln t tall:, tben tbe7 de Harr10tt cook
t eir a per. '!'he aeoo rlp the7 h I t.er up t n ok trT
to e h tell d he 8t111 olQ.d t tall:,BO the7 a 1IIont 7011 t
aapper with _,an atar a 4, o,ao then they HU,let hi. 'own I lIpeo
h18 Deok pret aore."

1ett in a ~e 7eara and w nt to Bullo Co. org1&. "I ie4
.1111.1& To b1001 4 ° Bon,llut ho nt nor 11 he!! 70lln and 1 baft-
JI't M d tro h in I "ined ohnroh 0 lIBe I w 81nner 4

t I to better.
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RX-sun-----JEFF ALLEN

This old negro is a fine, faithful honest old fsllow,has woaked
hard till s'x months ago and is &ot able to work at all now.

~e~ waS born March 16,1862 in ~oon Uo. between Loachapoka Ala.
and Touakegee,Ala. ll1s )(aster aDd Watresa were Lewis and Jane Allen,
his brothers and sistera ~~rank, ~ederiok, Kar1a,S~man,W1111am,

Barratt and Al.ioe,h1s Aunt. and Uncle Banay and Dennia St.od.mine lind
on the plaoe too. The housea the;r l1ved in on the quartus were in
one long row, below the big house and on the other a14a ware 1ihe barn.,
crib. and Shop. Thue wus a large wo bowl in the ;rard Ulat ihe;y
called all the 11ttle niggers ap late in the ldtarnoon and fad 1ihe:m in
it, pouring bread and mild 1nto 1ihs bowl and the;r stood around and ate
it w1th woodan spoona.

He remembers his mltress _aring long train derssea and he and
Ilave would alwa;ya fuss ODr Who wus going to holl har 1irain off the
dirt thiB 1;1l1ll1

'"'!ha star and lliatreBI were ll1as Carrie and lIr. JlIIIes Allan, tM)"
had two ch1ll1lD." leff was one of those Shirt-tail fallon. The
over.eer kept lots of hoga and OOWl and was Jeff'l and JlaTlt'. job to
pull the bara down and aIT, the fusseB the;r would han ovar that too. If
~ of the slaTea went off the plantat.ion the;r had to have passes or the
patrollera would oat.ch them and wh1p them a s1ght, thinkiDg t.he' had run
awa;r.

Ris father U8ed to haul oorn at night to the soldiers and auch
things as use4 to oall haints~I'" nBTer aeed nor heerd an;ythiDg at ni8li\
Ulat 1 oouJ.cln.'t acoount for~

The ra1d oame tw10& and he and his siatsr sta1d in the woods all
night the first time but the Seoond t.ime the;r didn't. go anywhere. Ha
heard that the;y hung old sbr ap b;r h1s t.wo thabl to make h1m 1:.811
.ere h1s m6Jle;y WIlB b~ he lIOuldn't talk, then tblr;r ma&II Harriett oook
thdr Bapper. 1'he seoond tr1p 1ihe;y hl&g Koster up b~ 10m neck to tr7
to make him tell and he still woUld not talk,so the;r Ba1d,"Wont ;roa take
supper w1th us,and MOater said,Bo,so then the;y sl1d'let h1m down 1 apec
his damn neck ia prett;r sore."

We left iD a few ;reus snd went to Bullock Co. Georgia. "I m.=1ad
Julia Youngblood and had on. son, but he went north wheh ;roung and 1 have-
n't haard from him in _sara. 1 jiDed church oaus. 1 WUS a Binner and
want.ed to be better."



-SLAVE----

l'onlbly thia old meDls parents thought he could be 's"oua &:fler
he got to be. a big boy and oalled him general a:rter Gen. 14e .ullard.
that 18 all the ••me he would gin me saying that ia all o~ it.

He ..a born at Clayburne ParriBh.La. near lIhre:v811ort.IIlOT.18.1861.
they then IDOnd to JlaDWay,about eight mil.. from Opel1ka.AJ.a.between
Weat Point Ga. aDd ~ J'qatte Ala. Hia IIlOthare Deme waa th'aie and
~ather'B waB 1f881e;y, they had eisht living ClhU4reD that he knew o~.

Oaline, Julie. llike. In!a'. Howard, Will. Jes.ie aDd Dee.
!!!he quarterB were about ftity yardB ~rom the big house aDd were

moBtly o~ 10gB. ~ew plank or _atherboardedhouse8 ;all the ooOking waB
done on the ~ire and they oooked hoe-oaltea on the griddles. and th..,.
were three legged BltilletB with n6 BideB to it aDd "I Bhe oan remember tlII

them waule, we had whaa ohi11un. beBt I'ae eTer had" '!he bedS were-
homemade with the Bide, fitting into holea in the wallB, aing th. walls
aa the head of the bed and h.,-ing oorded or roped llata.

"'CIhen I wa a boy they tried to mBlte me brave ao IIlOBter used to
make me hold Btrq oats wh1le lome boi13 out dey heada off and it Illio wa
a tuxrible 30b- All the little boys lore long shirts. kinder lilte
drftsaea onl,y about hal~ waya below the knees and fire oalled shirt-tail
boys,had no panta and &:fter the war th..,. had pants and ..1stl all made
together and ~aatened all way down the baolt. and the7 aed the a8lle
olothes on 8undq too. In w1IItar we had some wool and other WDB he_­
Bpun.

Our MoIrter and l41BtrsBB _s Yary and Jim LfoDlt. I like., him better
den I did her.ahe WIIS kinder Btriot. ~y ohillun WDB Loyd, Lula,llat.tie.
Jimi., than.MIlll.1dIIs1e, Annie. 8u41s and Sallie. u..ater's hooBe
WIIS a large planlted hODBe with ths kit.ohen off ~rDm the noOBs. We: did--
DOt ban any ,olose nei~borB but wus one poor while baily lived llJl at
Wll80D Log.bot day never did bother ua and 118 didn't han ma~ Blave8
either t.ar WOB young 8lld at one time hs bought ,don't know how .Doh
land at. ten and fifteen oents an aere. Jlr !.att.er WU8 our oversear
and he wos t.oUBh, lie would get a higgers llJl ~ore light and have t.o ..U
to Bee how to go to work and then 'llhip and beat OB.One. t.1JDe he cot one
and St.oak him with his bUe.

Old Il.oster never did 11111 a:rq of his niggere, always gave them to
hie ohillun. .. oould go to the 'lihUe folks churoh and ti ever went
&JlY1Ih8re at all or off the plantation we had !O hava a paBI or tbe pat.­
rollers would ketch DB and 1lbip a a aight. Oa.. the Xo nIlE nan 08118
thera and tried to s e~ us niggers,ao ha 4ratlk a 'llhole bo~et. of wat.er
at tha time and us ~oond ODt laler that he had Bome kinA of thing ina1de
his llBalt that wolld hold the water. they whipped BOrne of os too aDd )'00
b4ttter not Btay ODt later than tsn 0' olook at. Dight sithsr.

When it W88 time to go to the war he remembered his father and
hands throwing llJl lavels to shoot behind if had to. ")(r••oe laft and went
to the war BO he said he WDB going to bring a '1iaDltee allin home with him,
0114 day I aaw him ooming ~rom fiahing dragging an eel behind him so I
flew in the hOOBS hollering that ••oe wus bringing that Yanltee akin
with him. .. the ~aDltees 41d coma thsy 3uat came in eight or aiDe
mile. o~ oor P~80.. e etaid on about two )'earB after freedom and
later on I marr1sd Lovelea' ite, I wore a blOB coat to a wool 8Dit and I
gi" twenty aOllle odd dol.lara for the ooat too, we had fin ohillon
llanda Lee ,DelphDa.Depoleon and Beul.ah, then fifteen grandohullan.

Ollen t1JDee are doobtless better in a way for we woe fed good. I
an a lIlIlmb4tr of the Jlethodi.t Church and I don I t believe in Religion l1lte
I D89d to bot bal1eve in being born by apirit and Chr1Btianity.



:lARA. lIIIIftOlJ J • Preahn Oeln
L~ COllll'l'Y ~ f ~ U J'

Sara .Il&nton lives in Opelika.ila. ,now and tllsed to own loti of properiy
in WIlIst e~4 of to_ and ls s ftry oar leoo lazy kin ,now haa leet all Btle h.
and 1a 11vlng in the very worse lUnd of plaoe. the porohes are all holes. top
and boUon,doD't "e how me haa apt frOID falUng.

She W&8 born at .>'redonla ila•• and was twelve y are 011 1tten thill war _k.
out .her ther .l4artha and .rather,"esl.7 Coz.had f.ur ohilir~ to lift •John,
aornol1a~oe and S&ra;thair lMMDe was up olose to the bla house anll. not
iown at the qaarhr. for bel' tbar W.. the oook ani th.ir hone wa. a loa
cabin,plank fioors and had foar-postar baia with roped alat••

arand-paw 11ftd in La Pa;yoUa ani aa _ by the ltayB. ill oar
f1..r&place. Ytt8 blg mi yar kIlllw aa oook... on "e fireplaces cao 1JlI&n ' t no
IIt.vaa in i •• ttaes and va ..aUy pet-lioker. mUk en brea o..time. 08
hai ar little meat. hit aho ie blg .trong nlggers io.

4aiiT yos tit lIh-u.r and IQ" the? Ion. tbe _ving. oar iresails
WOB hOlte-.pan and wo l-aiu.. ani ginllbllll • I lIarrie i in .1' ginghy ues.,aura­
t1l1e. oa hd .1' 'lihUe ra•••

UIl hai .oa pod white tolke ef yoo Una 70ur wark aDO and didn' giv
em no trobl. bat at 700 lib' ooor•• i87 lIhlppad 70. .Be~ and laas Sara
hai aiz ch1l1lD1; Char11B,JJal'aarat,3ara. 1a.~t en Ben,and iam ..u••1&-
chito. 11ttl.e 01e boys too. ..., 11ft" in ar ~la p1enk hou.a bot oar ovarlle.r
1ivlld in ar 10g ho08llc 1ak os,onl.y blggar. .1'at l.loore and rq dadd;, irlv 01.

1.a es•• da ean-1ap houe WlIs lip 010.e to. blg hOOBe.
Oar overBeer got 011 op by 1l&bt and b10_1 er horn en I .aed hie whap

er alaft one isT. wid er ol.l.-~p. en as ad go ett or tsr oharch.lls
walked or rld in oar steer-wagon an OB a1avo. went tel' de 'lihUe charoh en aet
in de ga11ar:r,70ar 1Il1te pre.cher read 4e Blb1e and IIUDg dat goo" e1e "ng
"Jeaos lover er -:r aool." ,en ien as hal bajltllrina by ie 'llhite praacher .10
KU1'a hD and rq,Uin' iem nlggers about and hi11ar and aing nother goof
01e IlOng. "Dark yos de night, coli ..us ie gro on' •"loh lie Lori 1&ld hls ha1cl.."

DBa e1e patrollerB wus .ho mean,waned 'bout at ntaht an whop yoo et
yar • lin , have er pas. trom de JJarster and at co uld katch yer dey aho cut Y5r
op. il1 as hail good dancas an Ir0110s on 8&d"7 night.. •Pat oore llssd
tel' watch too.us had tar wark on addays Jest ie same all an7 other day.~othar

goo. 11'0110 011 bad wus on • anil hav partles en danccs nd., .de tkas of
illm cornshookings. nether lIllch hollering and drlnking.as :fer ever sed.

I never .111 ~er i1t .at bansoll cam 1Il at ., mother cooked en • llam
_nlad.

lIhen a•• Tank... Cual thru hell.. in and ..hootini Yo .e ~raed ani
booting oannoDll,hit .oeerai us DlIBrl.y tar ieath an. ley d14n' io no barm

'r\~..ut us hid heap ar lIoeter's th1ng. in ia I!ilave hoase ••
Us staid on tho er lihUe and athr that I mrr1e'd Abb Benton and hai

sevell chl11un and all ar dam 1s a .... now. r 11ves w1l ., ne10e Ml hit 18 IIho er
hard gO,m ain't; aooa te llMI na1th.er.

I haa Ill' plther ar Abraham Lincoln once and lie lIho WOll a:r fin. looking
IIsn.I recon he think ha wua he1pin os n1gg8l"s but ua wus ioin' .1ghty we11 fore
fre.io.,I'se al..a;ys tria" b? live rl£ht and da1's wh;y I ~1nai ia charch.

Uf·,
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Presto.. n.lIl,
Ope11ka, .u._.

III tlul nburb. at Opelika 11.... HatUe Cl.;yto., • Negro "" arlT 90 Teare

014, born 1Il el.nr)'; T.t rem rkablT w.11 pre.el'ft4 &Il4 .bl. to ....11 .1 lT ...h at her

l~ "beto 4e war"••a ahe expresHI it. Sh. 11ft. with 0'" at her "\IlIIOro... gran4-4auptar.

04 1Ile18h upo.. 4o1llS ....h porUo.. at t.ha bou••""rI< •• bar phT.i.al .trellSth pel'll1h. ..4

turther 1Ile18ta that tlul porUo.. 40". bT otlulra, be •••0r41lls to her 41re.Uo•• Indolenoe,

1Il ....... t Hattie'••ipt. ie alaD.t 0 upar40aable .1Il. 04 aha ke.p. tba other. 0" the .....

.. Ions .. UTtl>1llll .bout the bo"••Iot.p1lls ....de ."....,. loo.k1.Ds a:rter•

I toUll4 bar, l.ta 1Il the .n.rnoo",.Ut1lls i •• biS rocker 0" the porch,IcIl1U1Ils .t.&4-

11T with ••peed that tairlT -.I. tba ...41.. o11ak. J.IJ the t7Pi.t ""ul4 &&7, Aut BatU.

•
(- ....r it 18 the 014tw- IcIl1tt.re 40 _ th.T .haIlp pla... with ODe at tbe needl...

aha tOUlld that Ja7 lI1..io.... IlOt to ••11 _ th1lls, but to l.ar......thlllS at her .arlT

npel'1."... 1Il el.....,. U .... the 014 acn'D •••or4ialitT ih.U. 04 rea41lT talke4 .bo"t

tho.. 4&7e.

"Y..aUll, llieay. I laIow. all .rbout to 4. nr, .au.. I •• Jbcr ript dar ." ...4 hit all.

My 01. Mi.ti. wuz 4a Wi4der Day, ." I IlOber •••d 01. lIar.t.r,kaa. ba wux d••d to Ola Mi.ti.

boupt •• 01. Mi.Ua boUllht m. whe" I .... e1pt Tear old, ....he ..14 d. talk. aha bot

me tum, ...... tum Georgy; but I do,,'t ~ber IlObodT , ••p 01. Mi.U.; .t I had .r -"'"l)' ." .r

pePPT. I do,,' t umber dam. W. little .hillUlla didn't go to d. ti.l, tell we .... biS "utt

ter keep up er row, en d. obers.er, 108 Barr'll, _d. 118 wut bard; but be wan'1; Mall 'tar UI,

.t .. _d. W. atarted tar work .t daT11pt, ." d.T brung our brektu. tar d.' tiel ... W

.t hit .t ..... up. a.t 41""er 1Il d. tiel too, but we quit at allldo...." .t .upper .t d. bo.....

Ole Miatia .... soo4 tar bar Diggera; aha 41dn't let d. ober...r ""rt ... 1Il d. ralll ••r whe..

hit wuz too oold••" I ".bber Wllt tar bed bollSr)' wh1l.t I wuz .r .la....•

"Aut HatU.,didn't TO" 40 0;yth1lls but ""rt. 41dn't TO" 1Ia... &ll7 pl...ure·'

"Law, )(1187, •• had DIO good tt... dan 487 hal DO•• It d. ti.l wuk .... up, ... didn·t

wuk BaddT .baDill, ell we ooul4 hab er banjo duo. ".arlT .ber)' Baddy Dipt. Lot.. u.a,

Ola Mi.U••ll her comPDT c..... t.r our duo..." look.d a., .ll who er bra.h Digger boT cut

.... o,,'ie .t.pe,de M" would trow him dtne., en d.y would all l.up tit tar kill."



EX-Sla••,Battl. Clayton.

• De grown nigpr. oould pt pa.... .,. go to churoh sundy .n sundy nlght. on .0DlOt1M.

~d.y tull: u. 11ttl. 13 •• t ... b.en b.ha.. all d. pal ...011:. on I eho l1ll:.d dd; oau.. I alluz

dld laII: .1DgiD .n I mond all d. ohuroh .O"ll. ,laII: '01. Shlp .r Zion' .n "Happy Land', but I

knond deA .O"ll. 10Jlg to I .ber ..... t to ohurell. Ole lI1.tlo tull: all de 11ttlo ohillun. what

w&n't big .l'IlOup to So to oburcll,.n read d. Blbl. tor wa out iD d. boot yard und.r .r blS

~ree - I ,'wbera 5Om8 ob de r ••d1D 7es,.hat 01. atia read to us chiuun. I 1....... t do oo"ll.

twa do udder. what _ ... when doy got beot twa cbureh. en d. t1el hand. allus .1JIgiD whilst

• n.ber had no trouble t.ll de yank... 0"', .n dey eke.red u. nnrly to doatll, •• ·d

b• .,. lloariD d.y eus ooa1Jl, .n day dld1l't 0 ... ; we 1I••rd .re;1D dey eus coa1Jl,.n doy didn't

00_; 10 •• quIt beln akeared.. Den. all tor ono., d.y droppad down rle;ht out.n d••ty

• n eus all ob.r de plao. to n ••04 .... u. 11tn. ohl11un. run en hld In d. t.no. oorn.r••

• n b.ll1D••ome qullt."bang1D on d. t.no•• on dam yanko•• rld d.y ho•••• rlght up in 01. Mi.tl.

yard, whar .he didn't low no ho.... to co.. , .n d.y euz mad caus. 01. Mi.tl. dono hid all do

meat, en all 4. flour, en all de meal down 1D d•••amp. en hid de al1",.r r ..pnnz,I dunno .bar,
.n d.y ou...d rlght to 01. Mi.ti•••n rld d.y ho•••• all obor her tlow.r-yard. Dey tl.d

UllJc.r LuII:.,Ol. Mi.tl. h.ad nlgpr. to .r tree .n whlppad him wid .r brldl. oau•• he wudd.nt

tell wbar 01. lI1.tl. hld tinge; but UllJc.r Lute didn't open he mout - Joe l.t III whip. 01.

lI1.tl•••n allot no ori.d wh1l.t d. yent••• whippin UllJc.r LuII:., an .h••ho dld bl••• am out.

Dey eus .0 IIOd,d.y eot de b.rn .rtire, .n d.y -.t da orlb .rtlre, .n d.y eot d. Sinhou..

• rtlre .n burnt .. pllllD up, .n dan d.y .ot d. blS hou•••rt1re an burnt hlt up 1I1d ...y t1Jlg

01. Klotl. had in d. world - whan aha totoh .nyt1Jlg out.n d. hou•• ,dey tlU"ll hit baot, .b.n

u. ohl11una wua ek••re4 110, •• runred olear ott,

.n I got lo.t all n1e;ht .n didn't g.t baot tall nax day, .n d.re ...·t nobody ,. dar,an I

!loa J1Ulk". don. burnt up all d. oabiD. an all de n1e;pr. euz gon•• •

• .11. at boo.... ot ynu •.AJmt Battl.? How dld you _ out? •

• I nt on down de blg road toll I 0""'" to a ..an'. hone. what d. yanko•• didn't burn,

.n ell. gin .. -PI' tor eat .n l.t .. 11. wid her. She mowed Ole 111.t1., .n .ont her word

whar I eus, but I recton 01. lI1.tlo neber got d. word. I ll••d wid dat lady t.ll I got

..lod to ~ huebun••n u. moYld to hyatt••n den tor 0pa11ta an 1'•• bo.n h.re .bor ••no••
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Sara Colquitt

Lee County -
•

I was told about ~ara uolquitt and in going out the first time,I found
her real siok,in no ahape to be disturbed so I made a seoond trip and fOUVd
her up in a chair reBting and \'If pulled her out on the fornt porch for a
picture. She lives with her daughter and she keepB her nice and clean,
,nUe the daughter is in the field workin ,shek.eeps another real small old
womsn, ninety to look .after her mother,it e most like, "the blind leading
the blind." -

Sara waS born in ll1chmond Va •• but doeBn't remember the iates,but says
she is over a hundred years old. en she lived in Virginia she waB Bold
there. once and WaS married and had tw" ohildren during slavery time. Her
lIiStrcrBS an'd ster there waa •Bill Blaughtex and SB ry SlaUghter and \
they had two ohillun,llobart and Brat. brothers and Bisters wus ;Henry
Tate,Sam,Jennie and l'eener. "Our hOllses WUB log oabinB wi one rOom ,dirt
floors in two long rows, de bedS wus nailel!! to de wall wid two legs at de
foot,had shuek and pine-straw mattresses.

ss J.a.ry wus good tel' Ull but us had tel' wurk hard and late ,frum fors
day light • I wurked in de fi8"ld ev'y day and would take my- littleBt baby
and tie hit up to a tree 11mb ,nUe I hoed and worked, to keep ants and bugs
frum getting on hit. All US niggerB wus fed frllm de big kitchen and some­
timeB us would at8"al more food den us WUS giv' ,but us wuan't hongry none.

I wis One er de spinners too and wua giv aix cuts to do on a reel
at de time,an 40 hit at nights lots er time too. I'd help cook at the
hOIl88 when de real cook WllS sick or had a heap er company. I1s cooked on
ar grsat big fireplace 1'114 arma hanging over de co alB , ter hang pots on to
bUe and tiS had three legged skillets tel' ry in, at et over caala,den us
oooked sho nllff bread, ash-oakes,de best things you ever et,nothing lak hit
dese daye.

Ollr olothes wus home spun orBanbllrga,would dye sum e1' dem, solid,sum
wus che eke d.

I .us brung tar Ala.and sold frum de block ar gin fer 10 0 to •
Sam Rainey of Camp Hill,.4J.a. I still urked in de field and oll1d cook
fer de white folks and ~elped in de hOllBe too On speoial occasions. OllI'
overseer wus wr. Green oas and he wus a bad un too,mean ,my- goodness,whup
you in er minute, put you in de buck and tie :l"0llr feet. ...hup gou er sight.

Ha waked de slaves wid er horn, blOWing hit fore day and us otked
till dark. .4J.l de little niggers wus calle tel' be fet at de house in od-
en bowls fore us oum frum de fial and put to bs by ark. I'd come by de
spring-house and get de milk and bring tar the hOUse ,cold fer dinner.

'7 t.wo ohillllU \'Jus named Lou and mi. Us could have all de fun ue
wanted on Sadday nights and llB aho had it, outting moon-shines and dancing
all night long so_timas, some oll1d pat. an s1ng"Keys not ar running, eys
not. e~ ronning, "and us ao ili4 more 'n danoe t.oo. Our at ss wOllld cum iown
aOlleti~e, early tel' Watch us anoe.

Next. ter our lences,wus de oornahuoking, had our fun dare too. ster
would have oorn hauled up to de oribs end piled high as ar house, den he

ll1d inv1te de hands arollnd to cum and belp shuok hit,had two lea ers or
gemrals 8Ild have tow Bides den a.ee Ihich s14e ooJ.d win fllBt end hollar
and Bing, I dh-rem8lllbars tba hollare jest nor ,my- mind is sort.er mi s1.ng at
t.imes,AlOstar would pass de jug ex-round too,dey sho could -roI'k, dat pile
would"vami~"too.

lJB used de ,n1tefolks church in ds morning. I j ina d church den oauae I
tried tsr live right and w1.d de Lor •

en de Yack e a oum thxough Iedeville, .4J.a, ua heard hit and !.Ost-ex
hid hie money and lots ar h1.e fine thinga in de colore folks houses and oy
never found dem naUher.

Let. me see ,no I marr1.e • I might n1.gh fargot. who hit wua, .I. diii marry;

I.:
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A oama

she Just Can Remember

preston 1.1ein,
opelika, Alaoama•

Her soand's 1 ame

" 0Sara ColQuitt, who used to till the f'ields in slavery days,

now has a handmaiden of' her own. S..a does not know the date of' her

birth in Richmond, Virginia, but she says it \ as more than u century ago~

(1937). The "girl," whom her daughter has employed to take care of'

the nearly blind and helpless centenarian, is well past eighty herself',

yet she keeps her charge neat and clean and the cabin in ...hich they live

tidy. Sara's daughter "'orks in the f'ie~d8 nearby at Opelika, __ la., to

keep the f'am1ly going.

''Mr. Bill Slaughter and 1liss Wary laughter was our _rster and

m1stess and dey had two ch111uns, sa Robert and ~sa Brat," ssr~

\1
said. I had f'our broth~rs and sisters, Tate, Sam, Jenn1e,and 'eener.

Us lived in log cabins wid dirt floors and dey was built in two long

rows. Us beds was nailed to de w~ at one end and us used corn shucks

lld pine straw f'or mattresses.

"lI1ss liary was good to us, but us had to .or{~ aod late.

1 worked in de f'ielda every day from 'f'ore daylight to umost pluab dark.

1 usta take my littlest baby wid m~ 1 had t 10 chilluM, an~'tie hit

up to a tree limb to keep of'f' de ants aod bugs whilst 1 hoed and ..orked

de furrow. All us niggers was f'ed from de big kitchen &nd ...asn't hongry,

but sanetimes us would steal more food dan was give us ~bow.

"1 was one of' de spinners, too, and had to do six cuts to

de reel at de time and do hit at night plenty times. Us clothes was

bomespun orsanburgs, what us \\ould dye, sometimes solid and sometimes

checked.

" I Bides working de f'1 elds and spinning, sometimes 1 I d bope

id de cooking up at de Big House when de rea~ cook was sick or us had

a passel of' comp8J\Y. US cooked on a great, big fireplace hat had b.I'IllS



--2--
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hanging out over de coals to hang J1f' pots on 1.0 bile. Den us hhd three­

legged skillets what set right over de co.ls for trying and allCh like.

Us cooked ahe' 'nuff bread in dem db.ys, ash cakes, de best thing you

ever et. Dey ain't nothing like dat dese. daYs •
•

-I was sold oncet before I left Virginia. en I was brung down to--
• lahama and sold from de block for 1,000 to 1Cr. sam ainey,~ Camp

Hill, lao I still .orked in de fields, but I would cook for de white

folks and hope around de Big House on specie.l 'casiona. our overseer

was Ilr. Green Ross, and he as a b&.d one, too. ean, my gOOdness! he'd
~

whup you in minute.He' d put you in de buck, tie your feet and de

set mt to whup you right.

"He ,,"ould get us slaves up 'fore day blowing on his big horn and

usould \,ork twell plumb dark. All de little Diggere'd get up, too,

go up to de Big House to be fed from 'Nooden bowls. Den dey' d be called

aglin 'fore us come from de fields and put to bed by dark. I useta stop

by de spring house to get de milk, it was gOOd cold too, and tote it

up to de Big House for dinner.

"I had 1."0 cbilluns. Dey \.as named Lou and Eli, and dey was took

care of like de rest. US useta have some good times. Us could have all

de fun us anted on Sa'dday nights, snd us sho' had it, cutting monkey­

shines ll.Ild dancing all night long sometimes. some wou~d pat tlDd sing,

'1'.:eys not arunning, Keys not arunning," "nd us sho l did more'n dance, •

I'm telling you. Sometimes our

us dance.

stes. would come down ear1,y to \'latch

"Next to our dances, de most fun as corn-shucking. sa .ou~d

have de corn hsuled up to de cribs and piled 8S a house. Den he I.ould

invite de hands 'rcund to come and hope shuck hit. US had tole, ders

or generals and choose up two sides. Den us see which side would in

first nd holler and sing. I disremembers the hollers jest no •

J.lY mind is sorter missing. arsa would pe<ss de jug 'round, too. Den

dey sho' could work and dat pile'd just v
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a.no ,a 8 lIarn 1» Harra
• .other and father,

, lia,Knoxle. Jia.Abrahall.

t spcke ed if she
14 an4 I ls come to

, that J part o~ the we are.
10 y ltnOlr and U • ",ing
daoghter and things _ re var,.

u ian,
fre ...

ch1ldren,

I in. Cl8rrle aa ing an
had a :lUtl t..1.aI8 to spare _, "rea'., I s a
help lie too;th all see a han that ~4

y ere- al nUn to ell-.
th 12' "plt.. r t She 11nl w1th her
olean an 111••

C8n'1.e Uving
Ga. ab about t or i
Jl8rtha and athan Parr7 had

ank1 UI and Carrie.
t!t 11nd in the Parr7 qoarters, dey woa log, w1ll aplit lop. pot ap edge

~s ani dao d w1th d inaUe and out. y wUS 'boot one lumlredyarda
filllll the b1g h6uae,wher8 • )Sllly and ss lIancy ParI) 11nd, thay had l:lara

ta, linda, sara,n1c Jia and Bll1. y was real aood to oa too. ua
at at the b1g houae, course hit WI18 coomd on de fireplace hat as had ..at an4
gr ens,not much biscoit. den oa hal collarda an4 cabbsge. De lien folka hanted
lota. too and caught rabbits. poesu ,coo a and fished sometime. Oar beds
wos ho_mada and de Mdes was acantlings wld legs ..lled on. llen had slah
nalled on top sr Mt to pat oor lIhuck an atraw mattersses tn.

e lef' oar grand-parents in Virgin1a. 1 W08 OIled fer II houaegirl and
to help keep de yards and bring in waier. ware IIOrtly eli-pa, onn in
ho_made looma and h1t orsanburg and homespun, Sunds;y and s;y de sama.
oar shoes wus 11184e at ar tan yar and dey 08 brogans and hard as rocka.

Some er oar white nelghbora woe poor an had no slaves and ould .up
us work. Oar ovarseer oooldn't punlsh us bot oK.d d81l hard and late,
wak.d us ap wld a trumpai. De carriag. drlTSr WDS Clharl.es Parry.

The star on de neKt.. plantat10n wus mean, whether de slaves done some-
thill or not, he had certain ds;ys ter h1p all dem, wld strops, w1d holes in
h1t dat ralsed bllsters, de~ dey took a hand saw and cot de bllsters and
bathed dem in selt water. Atter they got thro dey served de htlper tar a b1g
dinner. Oar strsss has put Balve ~ a heap er t •• beaks so llsy ooul get
they's 12't off. had atuck,they'd oome to oar place fer hr and atrsss
woald see theA.

y Il8 d ter tell os ef os dUn' t work dey as going to sell oa to help
feed the rest. and bless yoar soul 08 niggers weald go to _rk too. lIDster

{ llSlId to lock hte prteonera ap in 4e crlb ss punlahm8lllt. I'. seed many a
nlgger pat on de bloak ana soli for 500 and 600.

ooaJ.d.n't go off wld out a JIllss,ana yoa beUer not, let aem ketch yoa
w14 a book. Us walked to 1lIbite char and .et in the baak. • n7 snall

Dld preach and baptise yoa and han foot-washings and sometimes dS7 yoaJ.d
gst so bappy t111 dey shoated and so_time. nen d.s;y they 0011 IhOtrt in de
f1elds and glt a Whlpping. yoa got oat wldoet a pass they sot the hoands
on 70a.and pau-ollers woald tear ) .. ap too ef 70D sta1:4 oat too late.

011 had _ch goo ii.ltes Sadd;r nights, frollc, dSlC. and baTS ornsh .k1nga.
they "08 a nlther goo" t1m•• mos 10 DT e woCl1d be t 19bt and s 10£ an" holler,
"Sheep's in ootton patch,got em oat dq, Had er bean a wh1te IIlIIn, 0'; s
oat und.a;r, ld 1mbrough woe oar lead.er, oold slng 1x1e too.

~s om 08 had. a better bl.'ealtfast and call llS tip to de hoo.. and
gl.... os rat1ona. en any er the alaves got marrled ey went ap to is White-
follta hoDse and jumped over e broom.Dow yoa'se marrie • oater wantad
tar mix hla stock er alan8 wi" a ine 8trlng atock on nother plantat10n, lie,.
woUl 10 oa lilte horsee. en Da married DS ooUld have a ~g sapper •

.l1l 08 chlllun hod a blg 10 s, playe4 "Pretty Pauline, ~ln rl s, ~'l'Dml

Charla", jumping rope and Bach 11ke. J. never dld sell nor belleve ill ghoets
en U8 Bot siolt ~tess glve ua horse-c1nt, ~-ever-lasting,golien-
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~ lsa out. lIUD4q.-

•lIU4~ ... our lN48P. I he ooul4 .as
I D1lt1eI • toGo.

-Clbr1.taaa -sal "'4 !Ia•• a lIet\a' bNaktut.

..I ~ ~4 &1" 118 J"aU.. at. 48 1»13 !MIaee. Wh8D U7 ot 4a alaY••

got. aaJ'I'1ecl 4U _t. up w 61 1IId.... tolka han....I Ju.p.4 on1" 4a

1a'oca. Dat. ....~ at. 4. W441a1. Il4I 11' Ul"8\a' _Wc1 w
au h1••\oak o~ alaY8. w14 a 8t.I'CIIl& II\eoIt OIl I 'ba' p1AIl\atlClll,

4e7~ 40 4a... I _ J.n lak hDr.... I 1.-beJo. 4&t. .....

t..o n1gger. aAI'J'l'" 4e7 got. a b~ 1IUppG'.

-All 118 ua.uma. ba4 a b13 U-l plqecl ll"et.t,)"
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PalI11De. '!11ft ObaZ'Ue ..• MGb-l.aIt. Iota I QpU" 414 ... ­

b.U.... 1Jl p.u.
,_ u. got. e1Cl1t K1.w.'d g1T. U' boI'se-a1A\, lite-

...erlut.1DSo so14eaz'od .., boll7 \n.. hi....' an' de u. WON

uat.U4a .., p~ball ..ell.

,~ 48 Yak••• _. da7~.d our tolk..., t.oaIt

•_ ott. JIar.\ar ha4 hb _a\, oom, to44er u' .eoh haIIled 1Jl 61

•••1Ip Deer a _ plaa'\.at.1OD. De. YaIIka•• _t. u .t.ra1&bt. to 1\

u it dq had _ U8 put. 1\ de1"e. Dq lIamed it. all lip u· t.oaIt

III 8 alMer. rr- 48 er tam.
'1Ih& t~ec1Ca • I ....ber8 \lat. aar.t.er t.old ua \lat. ua

_. tree. llUt. Gat. we oOll1d .\eJ" OIl it we laka4. Ko.t. ot u••t.a,re4

OIl wld h1a t.r a ap.U. low all' 4.a d. l\l nux nan'd oca. &l'OlID4

u' beat. OIl a D1gger.

'I lIlIn'1ed CbarU. Glb.OIl an' baA t.WO oh1ll.uDo t.welT.

fOl ~ob1J.Uaa eat a1Jle ~at.-gr8ll4oh1ll__•

'JIODa7. l' a MeN AbnhIa L1aeo1a'. _.. 1. dOD' 1. bow

1LOth1a' 'lloat. hia. I~ Urecl UTla' '-a 1flokad peoplu, an' I

_\ad to be ....edo Dat.•• ~ I J1Jle4 61 obIlroh ell' .Ull t.ri88 t.e

do r16ht..'
•

H
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Carrie Dart••ald 'Boner, dere .. a 10' or 01'1111 'h1JIP a- 11\

11....er,. ,~.'

Sh.... walhlng when I am....d a' her .han'T near 8II1U1'. ltaUon,

AlabUIa. 8be ..ked, "'0 T or the 014 eszooe. do, 'Ru TOll ea•• ~

hl14l .." I .aldl '!to, Cam.; I 1fIlJ\t TOll to t.U • about .lAYC7.'

Sh. ahook her gra)' head, reealledl 'D.. wa' good an' bad U ••,

1I1.n.; good an' bad. I had a puJ"t,. good -.mer! bin d. -.rater an de

plantaUon da' J'lned our'n _. alghtf Man. al wa. a bad 11&1\, no

_"'1' 1f' de .lA..... behaYed OJ' not.

'Bon'f, I' ~ dat be had regular da:re '0 wbRp all d••lA.....

rid It1"OJl" De .t1"OJl' d hol•• 1 n ' .. 10 dat _ 1"a1••d big b11.tll'l.

Den de,. 'oolt a hand .a., out de b11.ttre and _ ed'.. 11\ .alt water.

Our 01' )ll.tu. hal put .al.... on abeap or baok. .0 da,. oould glt dell'

.h1rt. ott. D. IIh1rt. 'd Itl ,TOIl .... D••lA..... 1IOUld Oml' to ClUJ'

hou.. tor wat.1' an' tltu. 1IOUld ... ' ••

Ae .d about hll' 11t••• a l1aT', aha .aldl 'I ... borned 11\

Barrl. COWltf, Georgia, &!I' ... 'bout ten 01' twll.... when tI'I~ 00-..

II,. ..-:r an' PlIPp;r _. llartha an' ••than Perr:r and had 'Iben oblllun.

Bel1dM ., dare wa. I«t, Ida, J:noltl., Ja, ~, 811' Prank11n.

'u. 11...ed 11\ da Perr:r .arter.. De oabln.... -a. ot ap11t

log., put up ets-7. IUl4 daIlbed rid md lnl1d. an' out. D'f'" 'bellt

a bIIftlboed ,.Il'da h_ de bll •• , 1Ih&I' llanter BtU:r 811' tltua IaneT
"rr:r lhed. Dell' oblU- wa. Olara Marla, "Unda, Sara, 1.1....., 811'

B1U. Def ••• na1 lood to u., too. U••t at de big hIN... e-..
de tood .11 oooked on de t1replAo., but UI had .at and gre.n• ...L'
not mob blloulta. U. bad oollAl'd. an' ,,-bCI, too.

1Ma 11. W111d ha.... rild ...., 'oa' •• de .en bIInted lot.
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an' kotohed rabblt8, 'p08_ and ooon QDeT u.o kotohe4 • lot or tic.

I 0'., our be4a warn't .0 good. PeT wa. ho da .nd da .14e•

.... •cantllng. Wid l-S. nailed on. Den .lat.... nailed on top ot It to

put our .bIlo -and-.tra" .at'".... on.

8 T grand-parent.... troll Vlrg1nnT. n 1 .....1... 1 ...
~~

u.ed ••• hou.e-girl and to h.lp k••p da T~l1and bring ln ..ter. U.

_re ao.tlT .Up., wo.. 1ft hoM_d. 10Clll81 an' daT ... oraanburg aJl'

ba••apun. W. _re ' .. 8unda7 and ndaT da ••••• U••hoe.... _da .,

• '-:rU'd and c1aT ... brogan. •• hard .. I'OOk••

81' beN dat 80_ or our 1dl1t. nalghbora •• poor and Melli',

ha.. no .la.... DeT wald help us • De O'9'era_ ooul4ft't 1dl1p ~,

but be wald ada da.1IOI1I: hard and late. 1 'aubara, too, det 4e 0'9'_
._ waked u. up wid • trIIIpat.

lDeT us.t. ,.n u. de, 1t u. 414ft't _rIt 4eT .. golng '0 ••11 US

to help t ••d da re.'. and bla•• )"0' .oul, II. n1.ggera'd go to WOI1t, '00.
llarater " ••n', _ld 1.eIlk ...la.... In da or1b ter pun1..~nt.

'Ihen .la........ 8Old, 1 ••ed an:r • nigger put 01'\ 4e bloo tor tl.. and

.1:1: !IandJ'ed dollara.

SU. _l4n't 1.... c1a plantaUon Wi ,. Pd•• and TOU better ...

1.' ,_ kot.b TOU wid • book. U. walked to 4e 1dl1t. obW'oh an' N' 1ft

da bacIk. • T llnall preMh aJld ~U.., and 4eT had toot-.ah1n' ••

ao-ttaa. 4a n1CPra' d p t .0 ~1 4a:r wllIIl14 1Iboa'. Den 4a:r 8OII1.d bep

.boutin' 1ft da ti.lda n.xt da:r and p' • wII1pplng.

8It a nSCgar sot ou' wi40ut a pall, d.T 10' 4e houn4a Oft TOUI and

dl pa\rol1.re'd tear 1011 lIP, too, lt 1011 ".Ted out too lat••

IU. had laob lood t1.al. 01'\ ""14:r nllhtl. 1'1'0110, dan" an' -­

.blaakln' •• I&oat or ,_ Wn14 be drlnk1I1' and 11nI and hollerI



•,
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'!beep'. 1ft de ootton patobl

Oot '1Q oat 4a7.

Bad lt be n a whit.

Got '1. out 8un4a7.'

l)[ld I:l~b .a. ou ead.r, and be oould dng 'Dixi.,' too.

"Obrl.t... IlOrnln' u.'d ba.... a bettor broakfaat and d.1 would

gl.... ua raUon. at de blg hou... Wh.n aJ\7 ot de .la..... got aarrled d.1

wont up to da whit. folk.' bou•• an' j ed Oyor d. broo.. Dot ...

d. o.rnoD7 at de wodd1n'. And lt .orator wanted to atx hi••took

ot .la..... wid a .trong .10 on 'not r plantaUon, de1 would 40 de

Jeat lak bora.. I ,_ ra det When two n1ggera aarrled.

d.1 got a big or.

"All U. ohil:LuJw a big ts.- Pla1ed 'Prett1 Paulln.,' ''fum,
CbarU.,' an' .eoh-lak.

")10'. I DOTer did .oo nor b'U..... In ghoat••

"Ib.n u. got dolt 1.tu.'d gt.... horae-aint. Uf........rla.t1ng.

goldenrod. 'bo1l1 t • 1"oua. And • wore dafoeUda and pop-

ball .oed.
( I n de • de1 ban4CNfted our fon. and took '. ~.

JIarotar had hi. _10. oorn. todda". balaled 1ft de 0waJI) llOaJ"

d. plantaUon. Dea ••• wont ...tra1lbt to 110 .. lf d.1 bad • ed

U. pat 110 4.ro. Da1 burned U; a1l up and took 10M nlgg&rO tN. de

other tara.

"Ib.n tree4o. co... I 'Mllbor. dot aaratar told UI dot u... tN••

but dot •• cou14 Itar on 11' .. lac ed. Wo.t ot u. Itar.d on wid b1a

tor a op.ll. !low and den de I:u nux J:lan'd _ around and beat on a

n1.-.

"I aarrl04 Cbaru. O1boon and bad two OhiUUD. 10..1.... grand-

ob11luft1 and ntn. gN&t •
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RX-SLAVR"---LOU lPLOtIRNEY

Lou l'lourD8;Y haa b••n. in dQ8 gono b;Y. a ta1tMtIl old .0tll.lIb..
_. a ehor't .hu't. 11gh't oolond wollan wUh a 'tall lIkinn;v h11llband. both
working a't. 'the depo't. oato and t.he:v pa.Kd ju.t all r.gtllar all olook
wort'Dever m11111ing a 4a:v nor 'the minu't. moat, bu't. Sh. 1. a -goOd old
wagon dono brok_ dun-, now. Sh. wall l;ving down mOIl't of tila 't1me during
m:v in'tVY18W.
~ __ born tha~ IIlU.a tr~ k Iq.'t.~ Alabama,on thIJ .1Irb.r

plan'ta't10n bu't deea not relll8l1ber 1dlan.1I0 Mn 't 'ton JUII't how old bu't
__ a lUne girl old _ugh to relll8l1lber 80" 'thinga 'tha't lappaned.Her
..other and ta'th&1' wer8 Claan;y and B1tb. »rber. 'tho:v had lIeyeral otiler
oh1llreD, ItUe;y, lIeIu1:v. Clara. klUa, lOlling .a.cal all bab1811.

Their bo... in 'the quart.ra waa Tar;v oolltortabl•• all tar all 'that
went in 'tbolle 4a;y1l.1t _. a log Mbin w1thL.a lIh.ed roolll tor the k1tohoan.
haYing to uaa 'the :fir.placa all .tovaa.ao tOll IItOVOII in 'that t1m•• -W.
oool:.d gre.n.....at.hoR ra1aed.oom bread ••oo't. aDd al~ing our own
mEral and nour,and bal »lont;y ot driad :fruita. Wo all 11IIed "-he big gar­
den lip at JIO.tor. but ooUld haye all 1lIl needod.

Our roolllll were: oomtor't.able ani warm and _ bad plent;y ot bal oa~a
1'he bada were ho_made••on_d toptbltr at 'the jointll.oorded aeroa.
lI8king tha .lat. tor the matt.... to relit on and aom. -.ro woyan aeroaa
w1th :hickory .tr1p•• lllOat ot tba beda _ra tour POllterll .ome plain and .OIM
_ra what ~ o~ed apool bacla.11II ohUlan bad a atool to get in w1th.
'tha;y liar. eo tall:

-I __ a good big l1ttlo girl ao thlliiY put lIlII lip at tho hoUK to
nurao the lIt.ar'a l1ttlebor• ,11m »rlYer. Our olo'the. _ro _de out ot
tlUck h_ WOvenboll8apun but .. bad no an41aa lIDdernea't.b , ao 't.bo;v 111111 not
ao Tar;v hot,noll tor 8undq .. had a pr4tt;y oa1100 dra•• and the b1g
ohUlun had aomo lIbon but not man:v and ot oour.. the;y we;ra maao at
ho•• too. and wo:ra ao hard the;y abo d14 hurt ;your teat.. ,

We l1ved in the t11llt houlle in tho q n lrter8 tor m:v IlOther .abo 111111
the oook at the big bouae and m:v grandlllll had to do 'the .pinning and
_aying. bad plant;y ot good war. olo"-hea tor aoll waa"-her and plenty
of toDd 'to aat too:

had the _811't **".r. our JUatreaB Willi daad. Berr;y. our JIOater
d14 not have a ~ big plantaUon and he tandod to over;ything hi.aeU;
hi. houlle 111111 a log hOllBe too bU't )1ggor then our.. e 41dn''t haft
maqy neighbor••01DO r10h oneil and a yer;y tew poor oneil.but d.n tM7
neYer d1d bo't.ber ua .Dor 1111 dem, but 'lIben "-ho ohtlll_ wotlld come bO/ll8 the
poorer White tolkll wotlld come to our hoUlle and heap lIQr mother out out
olethe. tor thelliland .. ave and opin.

Our JIOBtor Willi gOOd but ;you bad b srk clOD, m:v ollest brothc­
alopt lip at the bo,.a and woUld oome cl01lJl b:v 'a;r 11ght and oall all ua
n1ggers or kDRk 110 hard 118 thought a atorm bad co... us tIld put in a
good da;re work 't.oo,worked t111 bout dark, and w. wua 110 tired cl14n't
tro110 much. aomet1mewotlll ga~ at a house in "-he quartera on sater­
da;r n1ght but all 118 k1dllW11ll put to bed and it we 414J1·t bohaft de)' 'to14
1111 "-hat ilaw B4U and B1.ooq Bonaa suld got 1111 but wo ~ver d14 knOll
'lib ut 4at W11ll.

If at lID;yt1me _tor wIIDted to End an;y ot thob.nda ott bohad til
bave a pasj or flhan we d1d occaa10nell;v go ott to ~uroh.1f not "-he pat­
roller. _tIld g1ft ;you a m1pping. th1nking;vou W118 alipping oft. .0
cou14 ao to ohur~ in "-he 1I1l80n s_t1lllaa but meB'tl;v walk. De:v Willi
m1ght;y good ~o ua bout reaUng the .Bible and when Dlaa como d07 1IOu1d
g1ve .. little n1gger. 1I0me traeh and g1vo tho oltar hand. ra~10D•

.1£0 'lock good oare ot h1a n1gger. and flhan do;y go~ 810k hewoUl4













a-SLAV -----J II( GJ.LLAldJ

At hatllt ton. S. C., .11..111 ,"illard "as born and wee b"llht for 50
1Ihen onlJ' 3 monthll old. lie was el.nD yeart 014 1lh.-D the '* etarted
and IIlqe it 1a all et.111 freeh in his min" t.oday. m-re were eight chUe}.
ren born to James and Hannd ~Ulard. they ware HaDr;r, Jaliu, lara, -alia
ht ie, lIariah and Ja. one he ooald not th1nll: of.

J1III laid lie: relll.mbered oatchina partxidaee when a boy and taltua thlLc
1;.0 t.he '*ain and eellina t.o lizo. Oharl.ie Ch'owdar for ten octs a paoe.

!hey firet lind about. three mllee from Rome Ga. I thea r.fuaeed
to A'lALnta, Georaia, thee to Col lIDb118 ,Ga•• then to Sale.lll, Ale. and was
thllre 1lh.n wer &-DI.d. As IIOlIt of the hOloses. thBy _re hewn loall,
.lab noors, haTina no roolllll and IIhed oook room. Their b.ds __
like tablee, with four lelll nailed on to sides th•• oorded OT&r top with
ropee to tighten wUh a big key, then the III aolc mattresses on top of that

"Old stu lI8ed to kUl man;r as thirty hogs at er tae and ue oaH.­
ed on the big firepl.aoe. 118 had meat and bread and home mad. light
bread and greene. .. mother was de oook, at the big hous.. til wue
oarriad to Sanday Sohool 8TtLr;r Sandq at three o'olock U de enning
and had it at nin. in d. IIIOrnina for d. whit. fOl.ka,.nd d. mietrees
taught 1I8 too. Th. l.ittl. nil8lLr8 et outer tin »18t88 and lUI boye
'lIOl1l.d hl1l1t .ny ~ime us ooll1a slip off.

()ur ureenbera ol.othes wus dyed brown wid walnut leaTes and hasel.nut
buehl. and on SlUIday w had IItriplld gingham _ants an shoes, D1¥ father
WDB ae ehoslll8Dr and had a lIOft.Z'D.III8nt tan-J18r4, 'lIOD1d make ol.d hari. bro­
gans for ts.OO a pair.

lizo. StaTeD and Y1ss Lieeie Beth Wil.son l.iTed in a big log hooee,
d.n IIIOnd into a lanked hou.. and dey had nine ohUl.I1I1, AmIe, St.n-D,
W1l.l.i... Lisa, IilDi., die, Laura, Mar;r and Lini••

lCY fathar wasn't no ovarlleer but he looked atter d. hande. )(1ss
LiDia Beth b~.d bout de Bible and had pray.x-.eeUng wid 118 nigglLr8.

1Ihan dey woald be a flUl.ral., we'd a1ng, marching b.fore the body
for. w'd g.t to the grav., ".B:ark oO.llle the tune a dol.efal eound, lCY
;y.are a tender ory- A living msn oome vi.w the ground where you may
Ilhorlly Ii....

()ur dday night frolios was fine and 118 would uno. till most
day som.times, st.r's brother 'lIOa+d fiddle f.r us) and at .xmas timell
08 wo ul.d haft eix ~e to frol.io. Bother big time use' d have and dat
W08 oornllhucltings and ~ woul.d whoop andholler and sing moet all night,
oaulle had ~8nty er licker de Boes give UlII, had l.ong t.ebl.es dat kept
~Ued up wid oorn and deye'd set round and Ilhock oorn till hit wus all
done.

Aunt married up at old ster's hOl18e and dey giT her a bta
danoe and had de fiddle, dey Jus Jump.d over de broomJden atter slaTllry
W08 OTer Ihe had to remal ry.

De l.ittle niggers dU have a bia time but I Iho remembers one time
de waspes stinging me ~Ue UB ... playing marbles and D1¥ head looked like
hit wus a watermelon. aoted as houseboy in dem times.

en the 1I1ans got aUing 8terhad Dr. ord and Dr. Dlmwoody
to oome to eee Ull.

Yankeee «lome to Sprina VUla bout .ight mUee from 8Ile11ka, Ala.
tween Opel.ika and salem J88 a few OOlll8 on to S8l.em and de '!ankeell said
to Ilome mene, "Ilal.t, and dey 'lIO ul.dn' 1; I so dey thr~d dey gune on dem,
two 1lh ite ladies threw a 1lh ite fl.aa and dey didn t sho ot but deyoar-
ried lIr. John warde to Spring VUla and made a oro.. on his wrist
den turned him 10088 O&l18e his wife WI18 real. eick. Os Diggers Tori.d
a ciaar box wid de Je'lllll.r;r in hit Imder a oertain pine tree Ull dey
want on.

•
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801d tor "50.

J18 G1l1.aJ'4 1ITen 1.ar. old when t.h.

war bet.••en t.h. stat.e. bl8lU1. 'l'hu" t.h 071'1.. ot t.h. oonfliot. are

trelhl .1t.h t.hI r.treat. trea RoIa., Ga., t.o sal... Ala., a. a retua••

U'lDlOen41A6 t.hI ot.hlr••

J18 ... bol'll OIl a plan\aUCID at. PenU.t.OD,

S.O., and ... 101d tor "50 .tim be 0D1T t.hre. _t.ha old. H....

ot .1Pt. ohlldrln bel-a1D& to J and 1laDnah GUlar4.

I.Uter bela' lOla. I run Und 'lloU\ t.hre.

aU•• m. a." CJ&., I J18 r.oal1l4. lPan, .hIJl da Yank••• oca. lnto

0:I0IV u. retus••4 ru., to AUan\a, dill t.o Colaw. u' later to sal••

U••a. at.~ • .. war ended.'
•

J18 rea_bar. oat.oh1JIa panrll1&" a. a bo1, t.U-

111& t.b n to t.hI wa1a end .ell1D& t.hea to ObeJ:'UI OI'oWllar tor t.u out.••

• I ... pl U1'Ul 1a 4aa ~" • be aa1a. 'u'
I IllTar bad IIl1 t.roubla eat.oh1a' lIlr1la.

'. 'a, lUI' blIIl... •...'t. IlOt.h1ll' to bzoC aboIlt..

1)11 ... baUt. ot he_ lOS' u' had IlU tloor.. baYla' towo roaaa an

a 1he4 oook roca. U. lIId.... lak t.abl.., .14 tour laS' aalle4 on t.o da

114.. u' dan oordl4 nlr da t.op .14 rap.. dato ft. t.18bten14 .14 a 1116

kiT. u. bad ll:Jlok aat.w..... t.o allap OD.

au. oookl4 OD a sreat. 18 t1replaoa. I 'aealleI'I

dato c1e1'l ... plln\1 o~ "at. 1a 41 w1nt.ar, 'aul 011 Mar.t.ar ull4 to kUl

.. IlIJl1 .. t.b.1J'o\1 hGs. at. a Uaa. U. bad ..at. u' llrea4 an'~
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113ht. bred Ull geUl••

'M1 -'-'17 wa. de ooalt .t. de b1g hou.... Ull 4e wb1" tolk•

... 811'" k1JId t.o har. 1 I._bel" U. wa. oarrl.4 t.o 1IlD1c1alr 1oh0Gl 1T.l'7

1IlD1c1alr .t. , ol oloak 1Jl 4e ."Ul1JlI. 011 111It.ll.14 t.noll u. de 1.11011.

De wh1" ~. had de1r smc1alr SOhoo1 .t. 9 o l o1oak 1Jl .. 1IOl"D1a. I

'1 allu. _, too 1Imc1alr SOhool. '011 4e Wlek c1alr. 11.

e ut.tol. Jl18ger. wollll .up ott Ull SO lImual 1Iba WI ooal4.·

.1111 reoall. \ha' '4e lUU. Jl18ger.' .w tl'ca t.1Jl plat...

_ t.he pbat.at.i_ ; bllt. deolan4 he didllit. 1I1Il4 \hat. beO&llll tbe tood

wa. aln,r. &004•

•r..... II' hI4 p",", &004 olot.he•• De.1 wa. d,Je4 bI'o1IIl .14

wa1mtt. le...... Ull hu.1ml" lIlllh, In' 1Imc1alr II' had .Vip.d s1Jlghaa

PUlt.. Ull tho... JIT t.t.her ••• 4e Iboeaaker Ull hI4 • &0y11I1Il' Un

;raN wbar hi wollld aake 011 ha1'4 \lrosIIl. t.r fa • pa1r.

'M1 lI&I',tAr Ull 1I1."1l. waf stn.. Ul' 'L1abet.h .111_.
De.1 tllet. U ....d 1a • b1& lac bou... bIIlt. 4Ul 1lOYe4 1Jlt.o • p1uke4 hou....

De.1 had n1DI oh11.l ; ADD, 8"....11. 'llllea, L1&a, auu.. &4411, Lam'..

JlItJ7 Ul' L1u1l.

lot.. 'boa' 111Ia. IL1uM\he lOU. IhI 1I1t.e7

red 4e Bll11.e too 111 ll186er•• She .ou.ld t.alk too 11' lbOll" 4e 0004 Book

Ull ha". prqer •••UIl' wid 11••

'M1 4a4 111"1' look .t.tAr 4e t1l1' blIIl4e. BOI.. hi nrl.,

.0 oyer••er. bu" 01' 1Iar."r &1111' hI4 In•• 00Gt14a0. 1a h1Il.

'1 I.eaber. 4&" 1dWl 4q wou.1.d be • tuD.ral. 11.14 a1Jl&;

aarob1ll' -.t. I 4e bo41 •toro 11" 4 sot. too de era'" Ul' .1as1aI • '1Ia1'tt

0.. de t.uDo a 40letlll IOIIIl4e a;r;r-- a t.ea4ar 01'7; a l1,,1a' ...
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0.. Tl" ~ groua4 wbllr TClIIl aq 8horUT UI.

IU. troUo. ~U4T Jl1Sb~ .... tiDe Ul' U.'. 4Ua ~ l

.0.' 4aT. 1Iar.t.8I". bl'0t.h8l' would tlddle tor u.. Ul' a~ Obrl ...

~1a1 U. 1IOIIld baTI au 4a;r. w troUo. u. al.o ba4 a b1& u t. de

OOI'Illbaolt1a' .. Ul' u.'. wbDop Ul' haUlr Ul' .1a6 .0.' all J11&ht..

bldual De Jl18g8l'. ba4 plUltoT fit llquor ~ bo•• PIt g1T1 ' ••

JI18b t.a1llI..... tUlld up wid 00_ Ul' de Jl18ger. 1IOIIld ellI&oh t.trI1 1\

.. all I.

I., _to aarr1ed up at. ~ b1& !:Iou.. Ul' ~T &1T1 blIr a

b1& da.... Ilq ba4 de n4dl1 .,.. ba4 a great. b1& t.1IIe. DeT .1..1 Juapld

oyer ~ bJ'oQa W 11&1"1'7. a~~er elaTIJ7" ~T had W &1~ IIa1"r1ld

aQa.

II utAel AI boT 1n elaTll'7 \111... An' all ell UUll

~. dlel baTe 10~. ot tIa.

'Yhea c1I elan. sot. a1llD'. I ••..-r. dato IlarttAr ball

... YON Ul' Dr. DWlllOo4)' W 0_ too "I 1&••

II ' 81'•• too bow ~ YaDklI, I too 8prUlS 11l1ao IbotIt.

liSht. 11111. n- Op&11ka, I aa1d W ....1Il" lBal\. I De _.

1IOlIldll' t. .6Ip .0 de Yaaltl.. t.brcrnel 4aT • ca c1Ia. 'two wh1tA ladl••

t.hrIw a trb1t.. tlas Ull 4aT wouJ,dn't. thDot.. bu 4aT oarr1lel 1Ir. JCIbIl

Eclnl'1b t.o 1lPl"1a6 WUla Ull 11&41 a olIO•• _ hi. _htoJ ~n t.urPel h1a

100. t oasl hi. .11'. .... r&1. aiok.

Ie. c1I XUlkI.. __• u. Jl18glr. bur1e4 a olpr box wiel de

""'1l'7 1n 1\ lIIlc1Ir a 0Irt.a1a piDe toN. towel 4a;r _to OIl•
•

,."tAr c1I war. I 1I&I'J"1ec1 J8IM Dtn'1. tun t.1MJ dill

Qarr1e Oooper. U. ball t.1IO obUla _t P'U'uau., Dwmal trot.ter.

tea Teart ol4.











the"
He says, ten ;pears fore

"U:!Olll Uartin"oama. to lIlY offioe, as someonll told him I wanted
to eee the ex-slavee,so he oama. to see ~t I wanted. .. ietllse 1 heerad you
wantord ter aee me. I did lliIola in. and we are just going to ,!iave a big
t.1.lrla tall:ing abo ut Illavery time. t'I

Ka is atill a very capable old fallow and doas little jobS around when
they oan ba gottan.

U:!01e J.lart.in _s born in South Caro1ina.
fust war, and that he 1& eighty-seveD years 014.

Kajor Kare. give my mother and four boys to Dr. Yurphy and us cum to
Savannah Ga. in de staga and omnibus an us re:tegeed ter Sa1em Alabama.

motJie:r ,Liza Gillh8lll, wus da moihar er six ch1l1un that 1iva4 tar be gr01ll1, but
I don't know nothin 'boat allD ar 4em now. 1 1II1S one ar the oldest, tin.
Georgorlloona, Ika. S11&s, Nawt,and 1 Ilone fargot my s1ahr's nama.my daday wus
Jesse Graham. .

Our ~ouaEul wus mud and somer elem had a llIiael room bl1t moatly wua a ona
room muel and 10g oabin wid a nela llIlel big dirt and s'tick ohimnay, dey wus in
. long rows back ar Ilr.Yu:rphJJ'. big fine houae dat wus waatherboarded. Our
bade "US naUad ter iha ,i_a ar tha house wid one leg but day'an wus Une
high four poater beda and rope 'oross to tightan lip.

US cooked on de fireplaoe in three legged apielera set over aot coa1s.
dey cookeel light-b17ead.ash-oakes oooked in collerd 1eaves aM den us uld
4rink butter m11k and eat clabber.
lIur overseer wos maao and Jie sho worke Jlou to death, got us lip way fore day
by b10wing a horn and you better fall outer there t.oo. I used br help pick
cotton and look attar the horses and co ,ef yOU didn't bring I1P your amouU
orr that cotton you better take to de wooda 'cause he sho gwine tar tear you
lip. l' d faU BOlIllttinea and r could run lak er rabbit and he never did ke toh
me.

DEmnis urphy used tel' drive tass 'rollDd all de time in her carriage
he thollght he ..118 mighty fine. l'se eftd ES1avss put on de block and Bold
and wouJ.d get three and f01Jll." and five handed a pieca fer dem and more 'n dat.
ef they wus lrXtra big and a trong and ef de woman bora. er he ap er ch1l11lD she
wos va1uble.

etess woll1d try to t.aach us little niggers SOlll8t1meS, but al wsn't
very interested.

'file grown fo1kB used tar have big times on Sadclay night.a, us cbillllD
wos put t.er bed aar1y, but dey claDced tUl day somet1meS,Somebody ud play
de fiddle and de tsmberine, Sho soundad lak dey WI1S fee1ing good,would walts,
cake-waltz and one-step and Beoh.

Yes'm dey sho did have some hot timeS at the oornshl1ckings,When corn
got ready to Bhuck, sur w0l11d have hit all hsn1ed lip near de orib and would
invite other slaves over, pass de 11Dker jug 'round severa1 t.1mes and get em
all happy and my, cQ'U1dn't dey get dat oern sO-uoked. Dey always had a 1eader
or genera1 that 1ed all the: hollers but 1 dis-remembers any er demo Some­
times would be er tboneand bUshe1s er dorn,it had to be put in de crib den.

On certain other days a11 de slaves would meet and have a log ro111D&,
c1earing lip new ground, then tar 1IOuld have a big dlDn r fixed and serve
ter 'em.

Some er de fo1ks used to sceer us iggers ter death wid tile ta10r 'bout
"Raw Head and Bloody Bones" .sf I1S dilln't mind dem but sinoe 1 been grown I
ain't IlltVer seed no haints, don'~ 'b11eve in no aech. De devil gwine ter git
some er dam tho.

One dey, wus nuther aeoh a stirring 'round and ome ome called loud
.!S coul4."Ilr--~! _~uts c!~ mat~'!I:. :'be Baid B.!1d 4,!D de~ told him de Yankees was





r ston nein

L ~ COUllTY

;La arr1s 11v six II s rom Opel1k an I went. to her
ho 08e I found aVeI y ing.o nioe and olean I r. ke, ~1e you look 11ke
you have just bad pr g Cleaning, , II e sllid"Ilo'm,ree got. t. 0 do that
th ing, oause eve 'yth1ng 1s irty now, "but everything waB spotlessly 01 an,
har a on and rells re spotless too.

e aI!I a Bmll1.1 girl en free 0 came an a 111. children, in thoae
t1"'II, aid not. not.ioa 1Ihat. was 0 in on around thSl. vary Imalo •

......... a wa born in ' mbers co. ,on e Pres ey nace and 11ved there
wlth h r ther and 'ather, Caroline, and braham Presllley. t.l11 alle marrled,
there 'll8re eaven lldren: y" ertha, Jaoob, arion,Jesse, us ani lao

~;rse Pressle ~ us er hty gooa t.o all h n gers ana ha hal
er eap 'ubom t.oo.but. ong a ye o.ar work aot 1. rye oonoious,t in't
no neea f r trouble, do '1. yer kno 11.? Ole r e hl!l4 er heap nigger
er he us er big plan~ar.

I speo are is lot er de old log 1I1avery houses UI!I UI!Ied t.er live
in up thar yet, er ings d he nd Ollt heart pine, in de .. ays
and .y lutes. :.lOthar WllS er IIpinner and .aver in elavsry t1a>e.
alid d Y bad er sot nlllDber,er aay. t.o 0 too ..nd I!I UDl U,al8S hIId Itra doings to
fix ai night,msny er night I'ea seed ar:r other eat up and oard and epin
reelll and _a.... tlll ay into 4e n ht, eouree us eh1l1un had. been fed our
breai and ..11k up in de Pre eley y dll lon fore nib"t eo as tar it UI!I
outer de way foro k and. en till 10 ked droopy dey giv us J rUl!lale Oak
1. a and arllo fer 0 II an dat's 'bout all de IlILiacine ue ev took,
oourse oept 0 stor oll an terpentine,

la lIaid llhe re 8Clbered ell e the Yankee oal:1e throUgh,her 1:.Other
I:. d to help oook their 1.DrJer ,IILl .. ter dey et, "they had &D old lIiok

ae n le 1. it bahin and took Olle 0 ir at mule II inllts «1.
The lavell dldo' have no chure.. e ey but. u 1. r'lI ite

churo, oept UII ha Ollr eervice in e eVl!lllln nd day'un in ds mornin e.
11 attar lle I mer r lcld br erriB. 111te e • I had la ben chl11l1ll an d

hit 0 tOOk e 'pun ter ea too. La see ef I kin oall all e ni-
ers: iL, Abra: a , JeL"le, eorge,JoJ.D i17, errie, Jacob,_ Db 1.,

Jo phine, ugusta and I a .Bell.
la is allort an fat. 011 1. all broad as she 111 high.

•
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PI' ston Klein,
opelika, Ala.

Dey BruDg Whuppin' s
on Deyselves

l .-J
Jane Hollo'Aay was ill. For weeks she had been in bed, ...lId

the unti~ condition of her cabin brought profUse apologiea when

I entered.

"Jane, do you remember me?" I asked.

"I don't know, honey. I been sick so lcmg wid de fluse
I can 't 'member lIJUch of aL\Ytbing," sbe ans..ered peering up at

me from her pillow. tiuddenly she smiled, Shucks. CO I se I 'members

you, honey. Your daddy sbo' was good to my boys. Watt 'orked for

bim so long. Res' yoursel1' in dat cheer and I'll tell you all about

myself and slavery times wbAt I can recollect.

"It se all alone now 'ceppen for my grandson. lie alo' t but

twelve and he can't hope much. But I guesa I got no right to compla:b
•

I guess I done got me plenty outa life.

"I was borned up in North Alabama. ~ maUl!\}' was Carrie Hollo­

way and my pappy was Traylor Holloy/ay. I bad a brother Maryland.

Dere nebber as but de two of us. Us lived in a lIJUd and log house,

jes' one room but it sho' bad a big fireplace. Us bad a good old tiJlt

den, etten us jes I bad Imowed it, 'caze us was aJ.W&ys fed good. Dey

bad long wooden troughs wbat dey poured our bread and milk in end
I

us eat it wid a wooden spoon. en dey yell, -Cbillun, cbillun,

.!Jr. d ' you bet jes' burnt de wind getting dere, 'caze us was-always bongry. •

•

We bad high tester beds in all de bousee, wbat was 'bout

a mile f'rom de Big House. It had four rooms and was all plaDked up.

Kr. Bil4' Taylor was mighty bood to his nigeers • He didn't bave eo

many slaves, be jes' bad a little plantation. our oberseer was good,

too. He bad to Whip some of dem sometimes, but dey wouldn't work.

Dey brtng it all on deyselves.
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As I aat talking to an old men owsr in at Opellka. I thOllght I "aw

a famUiar figU1e c-OIIli ~warl aB.and it waa. for Everett Ingram haa been

here for many, many years an 1 haTe known him for a 0"11 time.

l!:verett waB a good Bize boy at freedom time and relllll.lllbsre lotes of

things he'B seen. and ~ots he's been told. He waS born in RusBell county
A

in ltay. Kia Fathsr and t.lIe:r .Prinae ani Fanny Ingram came from Rus_ll

County ani hal eight chUiren. Jerry, Clara, RalJ1n,Jep. Lula,Bugene,Lucy ani

.....ett. Oar nome in the settlement waB a one room log lIous8. mede oater

logs and mad w14 mad and lUck cnimneya an hit had lIZ' plank: fioor in hit

and a bo%ed up bed wid one lag at the foot. it WU8 fUled up wi ahueD aDi

suaw. de h d wus a aiLe ar de wan.

grandpa. Prlllce aldan and Laey niB wife,come :tram Russell Co.too,

end b'longed to the eov1ngton' a, den Bold to Dr. alden at funie. When de,.

oome to UohiB. the oountry wus filled wid Indians and dey uaed ter drink

l10kBr wid av gran'pa. Grand-me runed away and weent to Colunbus Ga. 'oau88

aha wua soeered er de Indiana and lIhEll eDroate dare, to Colambus.av ther

wua bO%Il. 1n de woo ds •

Dey cooad ash-cake on leans ani! de oniUun et potltcltsr and bread and

greeDa,oater WOOden trayB with woo en spoons, under trees 1n the big yards

au Bit on aolts lipread oat. ell family ha By'S own bo 1 snd as et ar

plenty too.

de f1re.

In cold weather mBq kept all de eIlillun in ie hOlZ8e by

Morter had us a t.wo room housa.oausll my ot.he:r wos e oook and weaver.

Dey mede dey own silk den too end ra1Aed Ie silk lIOrms. oaa88 I1ll Ulllld tar

get mulbelTY leaves to feed de Bilk worms wU. til oslld Indigo. end oook

it and use far 4y1ng our oloth. e'd wear Ba!llQ" It1nd er cloth s fsr eTer

iq and SundaY and dan't han no anoes Ull us wos big chUlun.

Ole oster, • Bill Ingr m and s LaClY',llvsd 1n er big 1I8ather-



hOUlle wld er wlda hall and ar chlmney at e-aoh U1d and de klt.chenboarded. '"
wue off from de ho~ae.

Our overseer Dlled tar 1tllp rrsy L:ot.h8r and Daddy'ba~

,
•

dey aaed ter fi~t,

he DllErd tar tall:a rrsy 1I0thar t.o de oarriage hoallll tar 'lIIhip har. J:ostar was in

de war illIl an WhllIl b.Er CDlD8 homa, e,overseer ~d t.ake rrsy • \her by lie hand

to de hODlle and tell ~~ 'bo~t having tcr 1tllp her and he'd jast shUe- h1a ,

httad. He was mlgh1>y good ur all ar us.

grand-father ..aa p~t 1n the epa:oUlator drove and pat on a b+ock and

aold and grand-me raised so meny ch1llun day got. er heap fer her, 80" where

..ar onEr thoaaand dollara.

U1atErsa read de Bible tar as and rrsy thar wue convarte undar the

whitEr preacher and b.Er bapt.l_d her t.oo. De oolore fa1.ll:ll aM da mite

oh urch and .-1 1n the bacll:.

And dey !how had good t.1JIlea er danc10g on SBdd"7 nlghts ndwell1.i llano.

t111 Sunday morning sOJ:lErtlmea too.And Whan corn needed mucking, hit s hall1.-

e-d up naar de crib and a pretty moon-light night ater passed round de Jag

er lLoker and t'won't long till dey all got happy and had what ey called a

ganeral, dat led all de hollare and eODge ;dey show got dat corn shucked too.

Grandma wus a great doctor, used tar give us tllrpent10e and caetor oil

and Jaraaalllm oak fer rll8 and all lc.1nds e):' teas. She wus a midwife too.

De YanIl:ee s oom thru de yara 10 and told lIIII':You's frell",dey hung

thar up in de lIIIIoke-house by her thumbs, tips ar her toea jest touching

oaOlle Ine wouJ.4n' t agr8ll tar giva up her oldar chi1.1.un,llhe never id neither.

Dadlly atole both de olAar chill un o and WIlDt off. De Yankees took

proTieloDs and stock ,hauled dem off. and took de belles off out er de shop.

!fews got to lJohie and llva'ybody hid out, eter did too. Dey hunted de money

Whut wus hid in de oolored f01.ll:e bedS,nearly t1ll'0-thOasand dollars,de jewe1.ry

They found so money at tlle big houae and lald, "Die money

ain't worth nUthin,not a,d, .bet dey took hit jest e seme,

was dare too.

I msrriea liatt1s Grans. Dan I j1ned church oause I felt I was cODTer\ed.
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Alab.-P

Jaclt XyUe

K7 Grandaa &l8ed Plent Oh1lluna.

uncle Enrett !ngrlllll JIIueedl I Hone;r ohUe, JII7

_a d. beateneat 11" en to bay. oh1lluna dat ;rou eYer

..en. I bae h;yar.d dat ehe raieed aO .on;r ot 4.- dat ebe bl'Wl6

a .1ght;y heap on de block; a....her. near a tbouean' dollara. 1

unol. EY.rett 18 a taa1l1ar tigure 111 &aet Bpel1ka,

mere h. has 11Y.d tor ;reara. He wa. la r1ght goo""e1zed sollllp

at treedOJll ta.1 and remembere lIIlloh ot wbat he hae .een and

heard. He 11'" bo1'l1 1n RUaeell Ocw'Dt;y, the eon of Pr1noe and

Fann;r Ingr8ll. They had eev.n otber oh114ren; Jerr;y, Olara,

Rub1n, Jep, Lula, Eugene and LUQ7.

EYerett 8&7. ot h1. l1tes

lour hou.e 111 d. el&y. eetUeaent wal _de ot loge

an' had on. roaa. It had a .ud an' atlck ohlan.;r, a plank tloor

ani a OOx~up bed wld one leg at d. toot. De _ttre.. waa

Itutted .1d ehUcka an' straw.

IMy gran'PlIPP;r. Pr1no. Waldan. an' luo;r, h1e rite,

oaae trOlll Ruuaell Oount;r, too, ani

Later de;r _e aold to Dr. Waldan, at Uoh1•• Wben de;r COllIe to

Ooh1. de oount;r wal tUll ot Ind1anI. My gran I papp;r u.ta 4r1nk

11klter .-1d '''; but gran'.a, ehe wa. _eored an' runn.d awa;r

to ooluabv.., Georg;r. On her wa;r dore, JII7 mo"117 11''' OO1'l1ed 1n

de WOodl.



weather .amiV
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II' berll ciat when I wall a etr1p ot a bo7,

de7 oooked aeb-oake on leayee an' de oh1llune et pot-11oker

an' bread an' grllene outen wooden tra.re w1d wooden epoone.

De7 would s1t under de treee an' eat. Each tam1l7 had de7 own

owl, an' ue et ~plent7, too. In oold

kept all de ohillune 1D de houee b7 de tire.

I eter had ue a t_rooa houee, 'oue..., ·e• ...,

was de cook an' weayer. De7 .ade d117 own 811k den, too, an'.,
ra111ed de e11k WOl'll8. Ue ueta get JIlUlberr7 leayes to tsed de

1\
s11k WOl'llS w1d. Us used 1nd1go, wh10h us oooked an' ulled ter

.QII. US would wear aD7 k1nd ot clothes on eyeryda.r an'

SWIda,yi an' d1dD't haye no shoes' tll us was big ohilluns.
V

101' ster an' 01' M1stus, Mr. Blll an' lU.es Lu~

Ingram, l1Yed in a big weather-boarded house w1d a w1de hall an'

a oh1aDe7 at eaoh end. De k1tchen was ott !roa de rest ot de

bouee.
t..-

Il 'membere det de oyersser uer- whip -amiV an'

PapP7, 'caze de7 t1ghto so .uoh. He uetoa take ..., .a...., to de...
oarr1age to whip her. ster was 1D de war den. When he ooae

hoae, de oyerseer twt .a• ..., b7 de han' to de houee an' tell M e­

toer 'bout haY1D' to whip her. He'd Jlllt shake hie head, eado-lak.

He was .1ght7 good too all ot us.

IMy gran'papP7 was put 1D de epeculator \\roye, put

on dll block an' sUd.

I I 'lIIembers deto lU.stus read de B1ble to us an'

•
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by
m;r IDBmm;r waa oonverted! de wh1te preaoher. He baptl&ed her.

De oolored folk. u.ed de wh1te ohUroh an' set 1n da baelt.

IAn' honey, dey ahorel1 d1d have good t1Jlea dano1n'

on satt14;r nlght.; an' Boaet1mu dey would dano. 'tll sunda1

morn1n'. When de oorn needed ahUelt1n', lt was hBliled up near de

orlb, an' OIl a purty moonllghted n1ght .ter would pass 'round

(

d. l1..klter. It wouldn't be long 't.1l dey wa. all happy an' had

what dey oalled a general. De general led all de holler. an'

BOngS. Dey shorel1 d1d get dat oorn shUcked faat, too.

IGran'llam~ waa a great dootor; ust& g1ye us turpe~

t1ne an' castor 011 an' Jeruaal.. oak fer "II01'IIs. She'd g1ye us

all k1nd. of tea., too. I 'membera dat gran'lIamm;r was alao a

III1.dwlfe.

IDe Yankee. oOlled through de yard 1n MaT an' tol'

ual Iyou'. free.' De Yankaes W&Sl't so good. Dey hWl8 111 lIamm;r

up ln de 8IIIokehouse by her thUlllbs; tlp. of her toea jest touoh1n'

de floor, 'oue she 1IOllldn't 'SI'Be to glTe up her older ohUlune.

She never d1d, nelther.

IDaddT stole both de older oh1l1un., dough, an' went

oft. De Yankee. atole proYlelona an' Itoelt an' hauled 'BID otf.
P./

De news got to Ooh1e an' evarybod1 h1d out; • ster wld 'ea. Dey

hnnted de .oney whllt was hld 1n de oolored talk. bed.; nearl1

'2,000. De jewelry was dare, too. Dey oun' aome money at de blg

houae an' aa1dl 'Dla .oney a1n't worth a damn;' but dey tuk lt

jest de ....e.

II marrled Rattle Grayes. Den I j1ned de ohurch an' waa

II
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aod woeo li1se ~Bra married I waot with her to Duree her ohildren; beeidee
. .. .

wiee SBrB,there wuS lir. Biily,.wr. Criok, L1iee Luoy, and !Jiee r:mme. they

had two Unolee and an Aunt there too,~. Jim Jonee,J.ir. George Jooes and. ...... .
Laee Uartha Jonee;they ell lived in the prettieet

. .
• •

big white houee,two ,.
•

after ~ie owo plaoe and it wae juet very eeldom he

etoriee and the prettieet big rook fireplacee.

l.Ioeter looked
~. I • ,

• . . •

•

• •

saw them shouting, the preacher was old man Thornton Shoa1t and men the
•• I t

••

•

• •

• .' r

•

• •

•
• ••

but the mist~ees would

baptizing I WIlnt to and

•

, .•

, .
• • •

go off it was just around in the aettll

, .

•

•
go off to church a few times
• ' r 'i""

aod one time I remember a

. ..

. .

'. .
•

night but we could not
•

•

. We oou1d
•

• •

•
by blowing a horn.

o 1 • ,

whipped any of them and then it wue because they would not work and he
1 • • r ; ... '. . I, .

• • •
got ue up ~arly too, and they had to work till about dark aod got ue up

I " I,',." •
•

Sometimee he would let ue have frolice and a danBe

on Saturday

DlGot.

read the Dible to us

•sing, One Odd ~rouble will Boon be ovar--and all

•

· ,

•

•

•

•pretty happy and mu1d

I

r ~ -~.

•

. ' .,
•

~ .,' .•
• • . -
spin cotton for the soldiers clkothes and ahe eaid

•
•

•

of the water they would be
• • r

Her mother helped

• • •folks would oome out

holler and shout and
•

will meet in Glory."
. r

•
•

• • ; • •

when the raid oame through ahe
•

•helped hide all the valuable thinge and
•• •

rations aod hands too and they were so long coming that they 11)00 to have..
••

eaten up the ratione thoy had bid out wi~h them,but when they did come. ,
•

•

they made her mother cook for them and her father feed their horsee.
•

~he and her brother got a bad Whipping one day for one of theee

Aunte quUts caugat fire and they blamed her aod her brother for it and
•

ehe Dever did have any more use for her <iither.
•· ,

ll1se Sara married JJr. Lam Davie during that time and had a big wed-
.

ding of lots of good things to eat and thoy let the colored folks stand
• •

around and look Oll.
• •· ,I/hen the lioster had found that they had bean freed ,he ca.iled all

•

together and told them they were all free and Viore their OVID free agents •
•

~he nex't;year her family moved to 40ttB lllll near Columbus,Ga•
•



•

• • •

I • • • ss

be-

"I n.edad
. "•mforaat1on

• •
Il:l my raJIlble. hanting ex...lan•• I found ."... Jan.a. who 1s TarT

• ld 1 t j

deaf sa _ B1arlD8d the seUJ.ement tr,ving h get the
~

and fjDB1~ had an aDd~<tt before r gat through.
r

Slut 18 dghty-thra and was born up in tha ChaUahooohee Valle}'

Colaabaa.Ga. ,in 1849 in lfa;y.
•

tween .ast Point and

and wif. »81
L

~h.4 in KllDrOlt co. Qa. 0 SOIll4

,
5lDIDa belonged to 1I'1leT

. r
Bob and Phill1.

o...t.. ~
of the othar ohUdran w.re~ '--

•

o

•

•..
I •
to awing ~ pote taand coaked

r•

into U1e a14a
•

uUlet atanding onr ooala and had a largo
• r

oaks in.nothmg like 1t noft..,a.
• r r .....

big garden and we uaed to get thlt ngBitablea we
r

atar had a

Joaeph1ne.and Jaffarson.
o

Ja:uy and
•!he7 UTad in a two room log oabm w1th lUtla furnU.ara. the beda

o '...:c ';.1 t r I lI-r
wara h1gh tiaate beds and 1114U rra aba.n aa usaClno. o~ more

, La .'
abaaka. and abe thought the food oooked the. wa way a1ght beUer than

• ~ , r
the.a t1lllaa it waa oooked on tha arge OP&1l fireplaca,made of

I •

onn to bake bread and
•

roeka.~ hollka faatened

'"hae-cakaa on a 'hrBe legged

(
-

118ed fzo.. up thara\
...r-

lle:r wea ao good to DII. ~olll4t1mea the men folD
••

would hunt poaanms and rabb1h
,

0'haTmg a poas11lII .1Ipp&r.

and wild turkeys. but can' t remembar aTar

•

"'You know eOlll8 ohUlan teeth hard and our mamma put a atrmg of oap-
•

para around oar neck. to help us teeth on.·
o

- Af~sr we got up to be 1I1g girls we were coUon dresses and draws
•

in the hot weather and When it got ool;d we had hOllsmeda and hOllIS apun
J

home8pan draS8IS and when 1t tot oold we had to 1IlI.ar long draws .abirte.

ahoe.... and
o

Olll8 knit at ookings, my IIlIther span the thre ad too.,
dreee lip dressea for :land.., ware of 081100 or gingham and aha marr1ad in

•
a lihUe n1ss drase.

Oar
• •

ster and J.l1.atrsaa ware ao good to us. I waa haliae girl than
•



• •,
and w!uln Miss ;:;ara married I went with her to nurea her ohildren; beaU••-- . .
Illaa s.r.,tiLere wa • BIlly,.Ilr. Orick, Miaa LaDY, and 1I1aa J!lIDma. 'hey

had t.wo Dbolea and an A.ant. thlI:re t.oo, ..T1JD .Tonea, • George Jonee and
• I ...-

nsa lLar1ha JoneB;the:y all lived in tll&: pre.t.tiest big whUe hOllae, two
•

"­
storin and 'he prettieet big rock 1:ireplacea.

•
,

atar leood a1:ter lils own place and it waa jost very aeldoll ha- -

)

•• • •
coaJ.d not. go 01::t 1t was j IIIIt aroand in the 8ll"lUl

t {l ~

to charch a fe. t.1JDea bat the IIIla aa woald
• t r

one t1JDe I remember a baptlsing I _nt to andand

" ,
•

iUble to tIS-
We ooold go 0:t1:

•
on Sa1.arday night. bat we

whipped 8ZIT 01: them and 'hen it WtlS beoall8e ~ woold not work and h.
-J (" • f': r J ••• l' r ~o

got tIS tip early he. and they had to work till aboot dark and get 11II tip
• ••

by blewing a horn. SOlla'Umea he woold let tIS have 1:rolloa and a d~e- .

read the

'I at..

aaw them shoatin ,the pr8.acher waa old man Thornt.on Shoalt and wb.en the
• I (

:tollta _old ooma oat o:t the water they weald be pretty happy and _Uld
. r.. ... r

•holler and shoat and aing, ODe Odd uooble .111 aoon be OTU --and all,
• •

,,111 mee t in lory••
!

Her mother br:lped
•

•
spin cotton

...' I ,.
:tor tll&: a 01 cl1er a

I

•. , -olothes and ahe sa1cl
•when the raid oa_ throogh ahe helped hUa all the valllable things anet

t •
rations and hands too and tblly ware so long ooming that Uuty 11lte to have

• ..I \ • 0 . .,.
eatan tip the ratio~ they had hid oat w~ them, bat when they did oome

.,. - .
'hey made her mother oook :tor them and her :tather :teed their horses.

-
•

She and her brother got a bad whipping.,. . •
one day :tor one o:t tl1llse

•

Aants qoilts aalliPt :tire and they blsnad her and bar brother for it and

she neT8.r d14 have any more tlSe :tor her alther.
,

nss ara marriBd Dr.. LtIJJl Davis daring that t.1ma and had a big "e400

arotlDd and look on,

ding
•

of lots 01: good.,.
•

things
.....

to eat and they let
t

the .olored folka stand
,

• . ,
en the, lloater had foand that ~• • r

togathar and told thelD they "Tre all free

•• >
had bean 1:reed ,he owlJAd all

•
•

and ware their ODn :tree agents •

~ ~year hc,,;family mo.,..~ to
•

•
tts JUJ.l near ColtlJJlbtlS,Qa.
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AlWIDA J

COUlfl'Y

athrn:-boarded hcuse about ona-quarter

three
John.
are.

"Aunt l.4,ndy,Jimmerllon ill one of the oldellt perllonll in Lee Co.
Up anti! a year agO she waa vrn:y act. iva , bat II ince she hall had a strokt of
paralys~a,she haS not been able to walk alone. .

en I took Aunt dy's picture we had to hsve her carried to the porch.
She is s .my abrapt prn:son d nct very particular how ahe talks.E:er

rooa was very untidy,her person alsc, Do one to wait on her tho but litt~
grand-children and one grOllD daught.er, but ahe 18 not r1l;ht mentally.

Aunt MaDdy waS born in the Chattahoochee VallsY,Lee Oounty in 1853.
She waS twelve years old lID fresdom came. Her father and mother AmCS and
CaJ.ine 'lfill.1ams 1.ived in a small one room leg cabin and aqs it was just. Uke
aJ.l other hoaSes thllD and their bltds re just llka other fo1.i:s and'they d
what others st..' !rhis sho how abrupt she 18. en I WQ111d. ask her more
about them ths ..oo1.d 8&7 ,·0, I danDo.·

Her 'oUlar was the lllOt.her of a large nWllber of en Udren but having on,ly
foar living.h-onill,Cincly,~orgeand "Amanda. I saw Bellia, e being much
younger thEn Aunt Amanda,also much lllOre intelegent;but not knowing Aunt
Amanda's condition that morning,I d.idn't question Bellie about her.

ant JiaDdy waS owned by knn and Will U11a-s, their children ..re !rom,
Bad, Dina ,lIartha, and William.

!rhll illiams 11vlld in a 1.arge
of a mUe fro the nBgro"q aartBr8".

Shs said her . ster WaS good to th m but tba;y arB did have to "Work
hard and not play ,it wall from early dawn till after dark•

ant. dy taU on wit.h her "cst.er for several years after slavery, he
told the th y re free as !lB wsa and gave s a few provisions to at.art.
a crop on and they worked as share croppers.

She married John J1mmerson and was the mother Of thirteen children bat
~s all the coo1.d raa:amber aJl:thing about., they were C1.eesia, Nellie, and.
Dallis 1& the afflict.a one and 18 sitting on the step in t.he pict­

e has perfactly mite hair and 11: in carls.

•

•

•

•
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"Honey, us

'taters, ash-oake an ill seoh.

had meat broiled

On sunday U~d
on hot rocks. roasted

ash-oaks cooked in

c~llard leaves; an' beef was served us whsn de killin' time come.

ster always g1ved de nlggers plenty to eat.

"I oan sit here an' ploture dat house of marster's;

a big, s1x-room house ld ide plank weathe~board1ng. Beside de

house was a big garden, and it had palings 'round it.

I maQ~ was a fine weaver and did de work ~or

both white an' colored. Dis is her spinning wheel, an' it can stlll

be used. I use it sometimes now. Us made our own oloth an' our

ctooklngs, too.

"No'm. us never did learn nothing. If us tried to

read or write dey would whack our foreflngers off. Us lived forty

mUes ~rom de town an' it would take more ds.n two days to it to

town. De women folJts had to ~1x lunches every t1J:le dey went.

IUy grancmammy had elxteen chilllins. I 'members dat

when us courted us went to walk an' hunted chestnuts. Us ould otrlng

dem an' put 'em "round our necks an' 6lIIl1s at our fellers.

"en Sattldy nights d y would have danoes an' dance

all night long. somebody would clap hands. beat pans, blow qUills or

plok de banJer strings. When us had oornshuokln's. dey would pile

de corn up. rln~'round

man, boss man, please,
most broke down•

it an' ahucll, drink 11kker an' holler: 'Eoss
I

1mme my time; B08S man, boss man. fer I'm

• "I 'members dat one 01' sick man was freed 'fore

freedom come. Dey let him 0 wbar he anted to. so he dug a hole in





LOCIllIlr LA

L ~ COUM'Y

Ncr": J U!UlO

Atter going tbro ugh 1'10118 d ground an d woode. I OlUlle in eight o~
Laoindy Jordon'e house;as I rounded t.lle hOll8a,and when in the baok yar~.
I called Laoinq;tl1ree little ch114ren WIlre playing and saU. "Grand-lIlA
here'•• white d;y want. tc He TOU." en she came tc the icor, a
aaU,"Lawd;y.honey.mut ycu want'\' And yca Bee at a fu ycu'ae caDght me
in." at'. alright Locindy. I've ccme to talk to 70U a whUe. and I
beard 70U .t111 had your old ll,1Dning meal. I want to .ee it and then
tab TOur pioture witll it."

After finding the pieoe. for it. taRing faBt all ahe coald all tm
time.so exoite4 over having har picture taken, The daughter oame in :from
the :field and said.-Ir, told yoa tIliB lad7 was ooming to eee yoa and yoa dld­

'nt believe me".
a t in the hall and talke to her ,it was very dirty and not mach

in the h.08e either. e oldeet gr8Zldllon was B 1cl:.in the front roo., with
pneamon 18. the;, said. I .on't ee how o~ tbelIl eta;, ell at all.

Lacin1)' wae born in con Ga-orgl8,on tlle 8th daY,but abe coald not
tell the Clonth and in 1858.

!he mother and fath~ nual and Patsy Lawrence, came from La Fa;y-
ette.Ga.,Jaeper ounty. She waB older than Jennie end Ph11ip.

aa had 'bout three or ~our hundred aoree in his plantslian •
•Lsro;r Lawrence. he mow was ood to UB niggers too. His father WUB •

BU17. star four ch111on.
1M li i in a t room log ho e wi er lean-to. tar hit. lle7 WDB

well o:f~ in de times and did't Iulow it tho,ahow dU han pltmty er 8 00d
viotDB1a. Us had br011ed Dl8'at, on hot rockll,roasted tatterw.aah-oake and
courBe on Sunday, us had ash-cake cooke in collard le aves and beef men
dey k11led, OIIter would alwayll sive de colored foUS some too.

ostllt' li.ed in a big su-room houlle, wid wide plank ather-boarding
1JI DBe~ oaier the b 18 garden and hit had pa11ings roand it.

mother was a fine weaver and did the work for both mite and color­
e this is her old sp1Dning meel end hit can etill be ua", I do 80
times now. Oe IDa oor own cloth and own stockings 00.

ue trie~ to laarn to read or wr te,dey woulll. cut your :forefinger
off. 1M 11nd forty ClUes from de to and hit uld take over t-.o da;yB
to go to tOwn,BO de omen folks had ter :fu lunches ev'y time ey went.

grand-mother had sixteen ohillllD. /hen UB coarted UB lIBot to
walk and hunted chestnuts an would string dell ,and he w01l1d put 4em'round
yoar naok,den 011 would smUe.

On saddy nights deywoulll. haTe dance. and dance all ni ht, Bo..body
would clapp. beat panB and blcw qa1lla or piok 4e strings. so as had
cornshackings, ey Ill. :p11e all e corn UP. ring roani hit an mUck.drink
anll. holler, "BOSB • BCBS • pleall8 give 1113 time, Boss , OSB
for I'm most brolte down.

One old llick mao Wll8 frsed :fore fre edom and allowed to SO where he
wanted to, BO he dug a room in de ground and put rafterll inllide, to 11'
hllld 1t uP and hit elant8d to de back to nothing.

Oor folkB naid ao far _v.-al 7 arB. I marr18d at sa" pla~ and
haa \0 ~ over the oom and back.

ooey DB show 18 in a bad fix now though and neecJ.B balp might;, bad •

•
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,
I felt like it was really an impos1tion to worry th1s old nogro by .

t.1lking fer Bha was sick and OGU1d :In't. 6V<1Il mova h9Til~l£ but &ho 111\9 .DOh
an old ono hatod to lat her pass b:J ,sho waa w111ing and lot us roll hor on
the. back porch :for bar plctllTo,it cortain~ d1d jostle- hor too for the:
noor was pat~ and so rOagh. I had heard ahe Waa one hundred and thir.-
:flve but IIhe 1s one hundred and thirteen acocrding to the recordll in the
.bof:fman .lolble,in _r~..&1&.

She was born 111 Virginia in l82~ and belonged to John 1lD:ford, then sold
to ~111 ddox, wben she came from Va. thay travel ed inwagons and aleptin
'lantll at n11!llt and eftry lIlorning _re mde to elean and dross up, then wore
put on the bloak and b1d on; &UOS 18:1'0 there from eV8r7Whera. -the face ex!
the earth wus COTered wld wnto bld on us n1ggers, I wus thirtean don and I
cen re.om~ :foar W&re.na.. .

mcther and t'ether wua Clhar11e and .lady Heath and 1 had two bo:rUuE-s
and t a a1lrtcs. lI1d yOu BaT oar hooSOll, dQ 1I11S .ore 18k horse. IItablea;
logs nth aud and rt1ckB dobbed in 'tha cracks, had no ncora,oll1;y red dirt,
tha ah'mD8iJS wus at1cks and mud but never d14 kotch :firo, course wusn't
no :furn1tIllO but trunk lilta \ox :for do drosser w1th a p1e:co o:f lOOking sta.
to look in and de bed,h1t WUII two a1aas put. in h01es in do wall and de wall
wue de had and had one log at do fa at on to t.he aross p1eoo, it wus cord­
od and r~ oroaa and the &huck mat.trosa put on top ar dat.. UB oocked on
big :fireplaces w1d long hooka out. ovardo :fire to heng pob on to bUe, den
us fr10d un thro~ legged 1Ik111etB over do :fire and oookod ash-cakes all the
baarth with hickor;y leavell on the ~ttom next to the haarth,don the bru"
dm .. more lllavea and den ashell put on top o:f det and hU aha d14 oook
good too, taint no allch good oocking now as den.

About. :four o'clock eTer;y evening ell the littlo n1ggera wus callod
up in the: big :vard maro do oook had putmllk in a long wooden trough and
thlrn crllll.blad ash-oake in that:for broBlt:fast, den 118 lI/&d pot-l1.cklU' in dat
trough for d.1nnar, ua et tho broad and milk nt.h ablllll Cld uslota o:f
tuea wouJ.d 1180 our banda. but h1t wua good.

Old aOlrtor hlllltod a heap but 118 DIlvor d14 get n0118 of hit. U8 had
plmty o:f cluthas, each all wua, dey .ue IIPun and wove at home and WllB~
ed homespun, 80me wa ehockod and 110mB eo11d. us had a oallco droae :for

)
sundBy and home Qdo a, hard brsgana, -Jaola3~ 1'los- ,with. braae caps on
de too and aha would rub bl1atera on :Jour :feet,

Old liter and atrua WUII BUl and L1n1e ddox, they 11vod up in
a b1g 'lI'llathar hoardod houao and had four or :f1ve rooma dollD. atairs and had
somo up IItaira too. ll&¥ had aeveral hundred acr a in d1a :farm and ,:Lentat­
10n and e'l'ary lILorn1l1g by light. Ihe and tho cook wua called t.o come to 'ho
houae, Anna had to draw wa~ and put 0'18% t.he: ho 118e, lIelp as hOllBe girl;
then &an that teak 1l11lI 40ne I had t.o go t.o the :fiell. I:)OW as to all the
other henU 1:Iiey blew a horn t.o aor1l8e the:.m in the ear~ morn1ngs, eome­
t1lllea :f ure dey. WI' WI18 go 0 d t.o nit handa do, he na:VBr lowed dem '0
be Whlpped, be :e&t 8colded am. l!:t 111 d14 go any 1III:lare 1IIt 1eet put oar :foot8
on de ground lIlld _nt, had no other 'll"lq to get dere. and you abo baUer be
back :fora aund_ too, t:f you knew whut wue good :fer you. I aee4 80me
elafts lIO:dting roadS in chains one t.1.ma w1th chaina and b1g bell hClging
on behind, 1t was :fer pun1shment. fer dey'a lIl8anne8e.

~e 8lave8 _re never allowed to read "1' write, Anne sald "rOll bet­
ter not. let them kII'oh you wU a ploce of paper in your hands. - 'Jhay
wore their hair pla1to or wrapped as thllY oalJ. it. in lUtla p1gtaUs,
wrapped 111 cord and on Sunday morn1nglt thay were 8110_4 to eomb out their
hair nth the -oardll, or Ju Oro_-, naed fur oarding cotton.

I wua ~a to oa~ t.erja ch.U.lun to aoh.ool and go for t.... Old
trae8 re-a4 na do Blble and U8 nlggera went. to the &ite foU. church




